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BY MEAGHAN CASEY

At the 17th annual Wheelabrator Symposium for
Environment and Education, students from Green
Street Academy in Baltimore opened their presentation
with a warning: “Side effects might include
uncontrollable urges to make a difference.”

And that was exactly the type of effect each of the
event’s 15 presentations produced. 

Through the Symposium, middle-school students
representing New England, the mid-Atlantic and
Florida commit to a six-month learning project in

Symposium inspires students, attendees

BY MEAGHAN CASEY

Fabien Cousteau, third-
generation ocean explorer and
founder of Plant a Fish™, created
quite a splash as a featured
speaker at the Symposium,
regaling students with tales of the
deep. 

Diving since age 4, Cousteau
has dedicated most of his personal
and professional life to marine life
protection and exploration – a
career pioneered by his

grandfather, Jacques-Yves
Cousteau. Born in Paris, Cousteau
was raised in both France and the
U.S., and frequently accompanied
his grandfather and father, Jean-
Michel, on their sea voyages. 

Deeply concerned about the
well-being of future generations,
he has taken on an active role
educating youth and impassioning
them to change the tide of current
events that threaten to destroy the

Cousteau creates splash
as Symposium speaker

DIVING IN

See SYMPOSIUM Page 2

See COUSTEAU Page 11

Fabien Cousteau
encouraged students

to cultivate their
passions.

The Peekskill
(N.Y.) team at

the field trip to
the Miami

Seaquarium.
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MARK A.
WEIDMAN

Since its inception in 1994, the
Symposium has put into action
Wheelabrator’s long-held belief that
businesses and communities should help
educators introduce real-life experiences
to young adults. As we all give back to
our communities, the Symposium
provides a valuable opportunity to work
closely with the leaders of the future –
our students.

Participation helps to foster in our
youth a sense of environmental and
social awareness. Their projects require a
broad and realistic perspective on the

impacts of society on the environment,
compelling students to discover flexible
and creative solutions to resource
management decisions. They are also
gaining tremendous experience in public
speaking, multi-media presentations and
interacting with community and
government officials.  It is an experience
that many of them will remember for the
rest of their lives.

It is also an experience that enriches
and motivates every adult who
participates. My gratitude goes out to all
of the teachers and Wheelabrator

employees who gave their time to work
with and mentor the participating
students throughout the year, and to all
those who came together to make the
four days in Florida run smoothly. The
long-term success of the event is a direct
result of the dedication of all those
involved.  I extend my thanks and
congratulate you on yet another job well
done. 

Mark A. Weidman is president of
Wheelabrator Technologies, Inc.

Symposium helps us shape future leaders

LINDA
SAPIENZA

For nearly two decades, I have been
continually amazed and inspired by the
youth who step up to make a difference
in their communities as a result of their
participation in the Wheelabrator
Symposium for Environment and
Education. 

I am also inspired by their teachers,
who have contributed countless hours
towards making the Symposium such a
success. Without their dedication and
willingness to participate year after year,
we would not be able to host this special
event. I thank you for your continued

interest and support.
I also have to thank our valued panel of

judges, who contributed comprehensive
and thought-provoking comments
throughout the 15 presentations. Your
insight was much appreciated by us, and
by the teams who prepared for and looked
forward to your questions.  

This year, as you read about on page 1,
it was with much pleasure that we
welcomed famed oceanographer Fabien
Cousteau, who introduced our participants
to the wonders of ocean exploration and
the importance of marine preservation. His

address at the awards dinner was a perfect
segue to the culmination of the four-day
event – a visit to the Miami Seaquarium,
where students had the opportunity to get
an up-close look at Florida’s precious
marine life. 

I hope you will enjoy reading about all
of the highlights of this year’s event, our
17th annual. I cannot wait to see what
next year has in store for us.

Linda Sapienza is director of community
relations at Wheelabrator Technologies,
Inc.

Thanks to students for making a difference
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which they identify an environmental
challenge in their community and
develop a long-term solution. Under the
guidance of educators and Wheelabrator
employees, students apply lessons
learned in the classroom to real-life
situations. 

“This is the generation that’s going to
inherit our environmental legacy,” said
Bill Roberts, vice president of operations
at Wheelabrator. “Every year that we
sponsor this event feels a little more like
we’re preparing them to leave the world
better than they found it.”

“It’s a valuable opportunity for
Wheelabrator employees to work closely
with the young people who will be our
future leaders,” said Wheelabrator
Regional Manager Jeff Primavera. “And
it’s an opportunity for students to meet
others from across the country and
create memories that will last a
lifetime.”

Tackling issues such as recycling,
sustainable gardening and protecting
endangered wildlife, the teams came
together on May 2-5 in Sunrise, Fla. to
present their projects and solutions to a
panel of educators, government officials
and local community volunteers that

included Kathy Horwatt, a former
Symposium teacher from FDR Middle
School in Bristol, Penn.; Nina Randall,
executive director of Partners in
Education in Broward County, Fla.;
Melissa Telford, director of development
for Young at Art Children’s Museum in
Davie, Fla.; and Kent Wallace, director
of physics at Fisk University in
Nashville, Tenn.

“The projects these kids are doing are
truly advanced, rivaling work that high
school and college students can
produce,” said Wallace. “And they’re
engaging in activities that government
agencies and adults deal with all the
time – community outreach, project
management, public policy and
sustainability. It just shows you there’s
no age limit for agents of change.”

Participating schools each received
$500 in startup funds and a $1,000
donation from Wheelabrator at the
conclusion of the event. In addition,
students can later qualify to earn a four-
year scholarship through Wheelabrator’s
partnership with Fisk University.

The event wrapped up with a visit to
the Miami Seaquarium, where students
took in exhibits and shows featuring
dolphins, manatees, killer whales, sea
lions and other marine life. 

Wheelabrator
Symposium inspires
students, attendees
From SYMPOSIUM: Page 1

Green Street Academy (Baltimore) students Malayah Hilton, Dakia Madden, Briante Lyles and
Breonna Jones answer questions from the judges at Wheelabrator's Environmental Symposium.

New River Middle School (Fla.) students make their presentation at the Symposium.
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Every so often, the initiative of one individual (or team)
truly can bring about a positive change, as evidenced by
students from Lisbon Central School at this year’s
symposium. 

Last year, after convening with more than 100 like-minded
environmental activists to share the progress they had made
in their individual schools and communities, Lisbon students
noticed one glaring omission: a lack of recycling bins
throughout the hotel. Throughout their stay, participants and
attendees were throwing away soda cans and water bottles,
despite the emphasis that the Symposium places on the value
of recycling and lowering one’s carbon footprint.

The students immediately acted on the problem, sitting
down with hotel management at the Crowne Plaza in Sunrise,
Fla., which has been the site of the Symposium for the past
five years. Eighth-graders Luke Cloutier and Olivia Krauss
took the lead role and continued to work with the hotel in

preparation for this year’s Symposium. Together, they
secured a 96-gallon dumpster to place outside of the hotel for
recycling. Recycling bins have been placed in the hotel lobby
and conference rooms. 

“Before this, we had recycled in our own offices, but it was
never hotel-wide,” said Gwyn West, corporate sales manager
at the Crowne Plaza.  “The minute they got the dumpster
here, we were really able to expand the program and we’re
well on our way to success.” 

The Crowne Plaza is currently working to place individual
recycling bins in its hotel rooms. For the Symposium, plastic
bags for recycling were placed in each room – crediting the
initiative of Lisbon students.

“It was really exciting to come here this year and see how
much of a difference our project made,” said Cloutier.

“Now it really is more of a green hotel for a green
Symposium,” said Krauss. 

“So many companies and organizations are looking for

sites that are green in their proposal requests, so this will
really be beneficial to us,” said West. “I’m just so proud of
these kids.”

Their achievements also drew high praise from the panel of
judges. 

“We all noted the lack of recycling bins last year, but no
one else took the initiative to sit down with hotel
management,” said Kathy Horwatt, a former Symposium
teacher from FDR Middle School in Bristol, Penn. “I really
commend you for that.”

“I was so excited to see those recycling bags in our hotel
rooms this year,” said Nina Randall, executive director of
Partners in Education in Broward County, Fla. “It was the
first thing I noticed. Congratulations for taking that on.”

“You are agents of change,” said Kent Wallace, director of
physics at Fisk University in Nashville, Tenn. “This is a
perfect example of how one event can have a significant
impact on the future.”

AGENTS OOF CCHANGE
Lisbon students take recycling into their own hands

Lisbon Central's Luke Cloutier and Olivia Krauss with the Crowne Plaza's Gwyn West. Erica Traini presents with Justin Benson, Greg Turcott and Sam Bedard.

From left, Lisbon (Conn.) Central’s Justin Benson,
teacher Marty Mlyniec, Erica Traini, Greg Turcott,

Sam Bedard, Jorden Edmond,Ty Phipps, Luke
Cloutier, Jessica Zelasky, teacher Stephen Brown,

Albert Tulli and Olivia Krauss.
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A rock star to students in the science arena, Dr. Kent
Wallace, director of physics laboratories at Fisk
University in Nashville, Tenn., returned to this year’s
Symposium as an inspiring and popular guest speaker
and panelist. 

Wallace, in his address, spoke to students about
space, rockets and science education. A professor and
astrophysics doctoral student, Wallace also leads the
Fisk Altitude Achievement Missile Team (FAAMT), a
student rocket team that competes in the NASA
University Student Launch Initiative program.

“Your accomplishments will ascend further than any
rocket our university can design,” he told the
Symposium participants. 

Wallace asked the students to think about where
they would be in eight years and urged them to grasp
every opportunity in front of them.

“If you hear this message, wherever you stand, I’m
calling every woman, calling every man,” he said,
quoting singer John Legend. “We’re the generation.
We can’t afford to wait. The future started yesterday
and we’re already late.”

He went on to talk to students about pursuing their
dreams, no matter what obstacles they may face. He
himself was encouraged by a college advisor to pursue
music. Instead, he defied statistics, emerging as one of
a small number of African-American physicists who

represent only 1.2 percent of all physicists nationwide. 
“The person who ultimately determines your

potential is you,” he said. “If you want to be the first
person to walk on Mars, that’s not an unfathomable
dream. We’re building that rocketry today, and your
generation could be the generation to achieve that
mission. You could be that individual.”

Wallace also encouraged the students to take
advantage of the scholarship opportunity at Fisk, made
possible through the Symposium. In 1994, Dr. Henry
Ponder, former university president, served as a judge
for the Symposium in its inaugural year and was eager
to set up a four-year scholarship at the university for
Symposium participants. 

“Dr. Ponder was so impressed with the students’
work, he pledged that if the students kept up their
grades through high school, they would qualify for a
scholarship at his university,” said Linda Sapienza,
Director of Community Relations at Wheelabrator. “In
2001 we had our first Symposium student take
advantage of that opportunity and pursue a career in
environmental science. It is heartwarming to hear that
kind of story.”

Wheelabrator annually contrinutes to the scholarship
fund, which is open to students who meet the criteria
set forth when it was established.

“Our university has a tradition of students not only
graduating, but becoming leaders,” said Wallace. “We
hope some of you will decide to join us some day.”

A RREWARDING PPARTNERSHIP

Dr. Kent Wallace tells students to always pursue their dreams.

Wheelabrator's Heidi Choate, left, and Linda
Sapienza join guest speakers Fabien
Cousteau and Dr. Kent Wallace at the
Symposium awards dinner.

Fisk and Wheelabrator 
make a great team
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For a majority of students, the Symposium
created a unique opportunity to gain an up-close
look at Wheelabrator and the waste-to-energy
industry. 

In the months leading up to the event, students
toured the Wheelabrator facilities in their home
communities and worked side-by-side with
Wheelabrator employees. Two teams, however –
representing FDR Middle School in Bristol, Penn.
and West Deptford Middle School in West
Deptford, N.J. – took it one step further, each
creating an environmental oasis on the grounds of
Wheelabrator. 

FDR Middle School students created a natural
wildlife prairie at Wheelabrator Falls, as part of a
green initiative that reclaims industrial sites for
natural habitats. They worked with Brickman
Group Landscaping and horticulturalist Dawn
Pritchard to design plans for the site. 

Students toured the plant in February and began
planting in April. They selected native plants and
created the most ecologically friendly garden to
attract natural pollinators. They also added rain
barrels to the garden and continued with more
planting in June.

“You managed to transform what was once an
old, industrial, steel site and convert it into a
beautiful habitat site,” said panelist Kathy
Horwatt, a former Symposium teacher from FDR.
“It really changes how the Wheelabrator property
looks and it’s a model for other sites.”

In West Deptford, students expanded on the
work started in years past by other Symposium
teams, focusing on the Wildlife Refuge at
Wheelabrator Gloucester. The area, certified by
the Wildlife Habitat Council, encompasses 150
acres adjacent to the plant and the Delaware River
and includes dry woodlands, grassy lawns,
retention ponds, riparian forest and dredge soil, as
well as a nature trail that gives access to several
observation stands.

In October, students visited the Wheelabrator
facility to tour the plant and walk the nature trail.
Last year’s team had built butterfly houses to
attract butterflies to the trail and provide them
with a safe shelter from wind and predators. This
year’s team decided to repair the viewing stations
and signs along the trail. They also constructed
bat houses – five of which were installed along
the trail this spring – and filmed a PSA for the
local cable channel, encouraging people to walk
the trail.

“Their presentation was excellent,” said
Wheelabrator Gloucester Plant Manager Mike
Kissel. “They used a lot of technology, and it’s
great that they’ll be appearing on cable. It will
help us to get more traffic into the plant and the
nature trail, which is really a hidden gem.”

Students

transform

Wheelabrator

property

A view of Wheelabrator Gloucester from the Wildlife Refuge, worked on by students at West Deptford.

West Deptford students repaired viewing stations, such as this one, along Wheelabrator Gloucester’s nature trail.

West Deptford’s Cami Arsennen repairs a viewing station on
the nature trail at Wheelabrator Gloucester.

FDR student Latajia Cox plants native plants at the wildlife
prairie at Wheelabrator Falls in Pennsylvania.

ENVIRONMENTAL OASISENVIRONMENTAL OASIS
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The  symposium  is  a  true  example  of
community  learning.  It’s  one  of  the
greatest  opportunities  I’ve  witnessed  in
the  25  years  I’ve  been  teaching.

– JOANN CANTLUPE,TEACHER AT SAWGRASS SPRINGS

We  are  just  thrilled  and  so  fortunate  to
be  invited  to  this  every  year.  It’s  like  a
family  reunion.  

–STEPHEN BROWN,TEACHER AT LISBON CENTRAL SCHOOL

It’s  an  amazing  opportunity  to  be  able
to  come  spread  what  we’ve  learned.

– ALBERT TULLI, STUDENT AT LISBON CENTRAL SCHOOL

It’s  an  experience  that  our  students  will
keep  talking  about  for  many  years.

– JOHN HILLIER,TEACHER AT MILLBURY MEMORIAL

The  kids  absolutely  love  it.  We  
appreciate  all  that  Wheelabrator  does.

– MEREDITH MUELLER,TEACHER AT FDR MIDDLE SCHOOL

Since  this,  I  do  more  research  and  think
about  what  I’m  using  and  how  it  affects
the  world.

– JORDAN RICH, STUDENT AT FEDERAL HILL PREPARATORY

Regardless  of  the  economy,
Wheelabrator  continues  to  provide  us
with  every  resource  for  an  unforget-
table,  hands-oon  learning  experience.

– STELLA SHELBY,TEACHER AT WESTGLADES MIDDLE SCHOOL

They’re  actually  working  hand-iin-hhand
with  our  students.  It’s  phenomenal.

– HORACE HAMM, PRINCIPAL OF MCNICOL MIDDLE SCHOOL

This  is  a  true  partnership  between
Wheelabrator  and  our  students  -  an
opportunity we  can’t  find  anywhere  else.

– JOHN COOLEY, TEACHER AT PEEKSKILL MIDDLE SCHOOL

In their own
words
What  teachers  and  students  who  

participate  in  Wheelabrator’s

Environmental  Symposium  

think  of  the  experience.

Peekskill's Courtney Hill, Gabby
McMillan and Kacey Albino 
celebrate at the Symposium’s
Cinco De Mayo dinner.

Wheelabrator’s Linda Sapienza
poses with Calverton

Elementary school students
(and a shark!) at the Miami

Seaquarium.

McNicol student Alyah Perez chats with Senior Trainer
Heather Pye at the Miami Seaquarium.

Students at the 17th annual
Wheelabrator Environmental

Symposium enjoyed a field
trip to the Miami

Seaquarium.

The W.E.Waters and West
Deptford teams check out the sea

lions at the Miami Seaquarium.
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BEST BROAD-BASED ENVIRONMENTAL

INITIATIVE

Students developed a community garden,
giving students access to fresh produce. The

goal was to help improve students’ dietary
habits and build positive relations with
community members. They also worked with
elementary school students to teach them
about gardening and nutrition. 

CALVERTON ELEMENTARY/ MIDDLE SCHOOL
Baltimore, Md.

BEST USE OF EXPERIMENTAL DATA

TO SUPPORT CLAIMS

Students focused on reducing their
community garbage footprint. They 

continued to run a lunchtime cafeteria
composting program and also introduced
recycling programs for plastic bags, batteries,
ink cartridges and cell phones. 

FEDERAL HILL PREPARATORY SCHOOL Baltimore, Md.

SYMPOSIUM
PROJECT
OVERVIEWS

MOST INFORMATIONAL PRESENTATION

OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUE

Students tested commonly used cosmetics
for mercury and other carcinogens. They also
worked with the local police department to 

set up a medicine recycling program, in
efforts to prevent contaminating the water
supply. Lastly, they continued their work
trying to eliminate channeled apple snails
from the lakes. 

LAWTON CHILES MIDDLE ACADEMY Lakeland, Fla.

BEST CIVIC ENGAGEMENT PROGRAM

The Lisbon team introduced terracycling
and composting in the school cafeteria.
Students also researched environmentally

friendly cleaners for the school. Additionally,
they worked to raise trout from eggs in their
classroom, in partnership with Trout
Unlimited, and helped to increase recycling
at the Symposium. 

LISBON CENTRAL SCHOOL Lisbon, Conn.

From left, Calverton's Nidazsha Walker, Laticia Belle, Dara Davis,Ashli Leach, Sydia Segal,
Michael Hogg, Shane Garey, Omar Phillips, Joe Amundsen,Tyshawn High, Dane Green,
Martia Cooper and Tavon Goode.

From left, Federal Hill’s Shakera Jones, Ka'Daija Marshall, Jeff Byerly, Malani Burke, Jordan
Rich, Shai'Yae Levy, Day'Zhaunae Brown, Miss Barnes, Nkeiruka Okororie, Dahlia El
Sheik,Tysheira Betts, Daejanae Burris and teacher Sherry Barr.

From left, Lawton Chiles’ Debbie Viertel,Tierra Thomas, Daniella Spence, Keonshae
Richardson, Caitlin Hall,Abby Frabrina, Gina DiGoia, Mira Patel, Sejal Patel, Miranda
Harlan and Jose Tirado.

From left, Lisbon Central’s Justin Benson, Marty Mlyniec, Erica Traini, Greg Turcott, Sam
Bedard, Jorden Edmond,Ty Phipps, Luke Cloutier, Jessica Zelasky, Stephen Brown,Albert
Tulli and Olivia Krauss.

BEST COMMUNITY-WIDE ‘GOING GREEN’
SCHOLARLY PROGRAM

Creating a campaign to educate their
school community about lowering their
carbon footprint, the Green Street team

created a series of educational videos,
conducted workshops and initiated a number
of “green” programs and activities. They also
planted raspberry bushes, lettuce and herbs
and analyzed excessive waste at the school.

GREEN STREET ACADEMY Baltimore, Md.

From left, Green Street Academy's Denisha Logan,Taylor Nixon,Amarah Lewis, Malayah
Hilton, Dakia Madden, Principal Edward Cozzolino, Charmaine Corprew, Briante Lyles,
Breonna Jones,Allen Jones, James Jackson, Rochelle Wilson and Ketia Stokes.



MOST INNOVATIVE EARTH-TO-SPACE

PROJECT
The Peekskill team continued to grow their

sustainable school garden with additional
composting stations and raised beds for 

herbs. The students also studied indoor
gardening and added a drip irrigation system
to plant lettuce seedlings. In addition, they
developed a comprehensive recycling and
reduction program within the school. 

PEEKSKILL MIDDLE SCHOOL Peekskill, N.Y.

Seated from left: Pat Fahey, Courtney Hill, Gregory Clark, Diana Barreto and Ken
Phillips. Standing from left: Shania Minard, Devin Guardino, John Cooley, Gabby McMillan,
Kacey Albino,Anthony Gentile, Catherine Lively, Susan Mahoney and Rebecca Tuteur.
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BEST HABITAT FRAGMENTATION PROJECT

Team members worked with a local
environmental landscape architect to design a

hummingbird habitat, certified by the
National Wildlife Council, on school
grounds. Students are also using the space for
an outdoor classroom. 

MCNICOL MIDDLE SCHOOL Hollywood, Fla.

BEST CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT AND

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY PROGRAM

Tackling the issue or alternative energy, 
students designed a curriculum that would

expose elementary school students to
alternative energy sources such as wind
turbines, hydroelectricity and solar power. 

MILLBURY MEMORIAL JR/SR HIGH            Millbury, Mass.

BEST ENVIRONMENTAL EXPANSION

PROJECT

Partnering with Fabien Cousteau and Plant
a Fish™, students collected mangrove

seedlings to cultivate and plant at John U.
Lloyd Beach State Park. They also started
recycling aluminum cans, earning money
through the recycling to purchase more
plants. 

NEW RIVER MIDDLE SCHOOL          Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

MOST INNOVATIVE USE OF LITERATURE TO
PROMOTE ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE

Students continued to expand their school-
wide recycling program, participated in city 
clean-up days and assisted with the school

garden by planting trees, building rain barrels
and setting up compost bins. They also wrote
and illustrated a children's book about
sustainable gardening.  

PARK CITY MAGNET SCHOOL Bridgeport, Conn.

From left, McNicol’s Melissa Gurreonero, Melissa Goulet,William Steinbeck, Lauren
Duvallon, Mireya Vargas, Jackie Linares, Jocelyn Perez,Alyah Perez, Mekhi Allen, Horace
Hamm, Pedro Llanos,Andre Fils-Aime and Lara Coronel.

From left, Millbury’s Pauline Howlland, Pravin Trivedi, Sharon Beausoleil, Kailen Warren,
Maguire Uccello, John Hillier,Angel Osorio, Maria Philippeau,Adam Burdzel, Gianna Okuliczki,
Mark Sutphen,William Stevens,Andrew Hall and Alexandra Pitcher.

From left, New River's Sebastian Hinestrosa,Aubrey Burton,Avinash Ramgadoo, Luciano
Cruz, Fabien Cousteau, Elisabeth Jacobi, James Sanderson, Hali Gutierrez, Carlos Varona,
Zachary Brown, Julie Hassenplug, Steven Fondeur, Marjorie Rice and Barbara Rapoza.

New River's Luciano Cruz, left, and McNicol's Mireya Vargas present at the Symposium.

From left, Park City’s Trish Maloney, Jonathan Baronavski, Cynthia Vu,Angelica Lorduy,
Anna Chanyarakskul, Zachary Estrella, Michael Arounsack-Colon, Keahna Galarza, Jackie
Anaeto, Christopher Arbelo and Erik Johnson.
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BEST EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH

PROGRAM

Joining forces with the South Florida
Audubon Society and the Institute of Wildlife

Sciences, students installed artificial burrows 
to help attract and retain a pair of burrowing
owls that visits the school campus. They
invited local elementary school students to
visit and learn more about the burrowing owl.

WESTGLADES MIDDLE SCHOOL Parkland, Fla.

From left,Westglades’ Liliana Pardo, Isaac Hetzroni, Ray Haneski, Jackie Ramos,
Catherine Huntley, Stella Shelby,Tchi Lemaih,William Green, Emily Mowrey, Shayla
Griffin, Karen Velasco and Jack Vesey.

BEST COMPREHENSIVE ECOLOGICAL

HABITAT PROJECT

The FDR team focused on creating a
natural wildlife prairie at Wheelabrator Falls 

and educating the community on how to
create their own backyard habitat. The
students also restored the butterfly garden at
their school and created two small pollinator
gardens. 

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT MIDDLE SCHOOL Bristol, Penn.

BEST INDOOR AIR QUALITY PROJECT

Focusing on poor indoor air quality,
students experimented with indoor plants to
remove toxins such as carbon dioxide, 

nitrogen dioxide and formaldehyde. Plants
such as spider plants, aloe vera, bamboo and
snake plants were shown to dramatically
decrease the toxin levels.

SAWGRASS SPRINGS MIDDLE SCHOOL Coral Springs, Fla.

BEST COMPREHENSIVE RIVER

RESTORATION PROJECT

Students chose the issue of oyster
restoration for their project. They raised

nearly 4,000 oyster spats and placed them 
onto a protected oyster reef sanctuary in a
nearby river. It is their hope that the oysters
will help to filter the water and clean the
river. 

W.E. WATERS MIDDLE SCHOOL Portsmouth, Va.

BEST USE OF MEDIA AND TECHNOLOGY TO

PROMOTE ENVIRONMENTAL ADVOCACY

The West Deptford team refurbished
viewing stands and installed bat houses at 

Wheelabrator Gloucester's Nature Trail. They
also taught elementary students how
butterflies, bees and bats work together to
support gardens.  

WEST DEPTFORD MIDDLE SCHOOL West Deptford, N.J.

From left,FDR’s (front row) Michael Alley,Marcus Cortes,Mikaela Pacheo,Kelsey Hackbart,Dawn
Pritchard, (back row) Mike Ortman,Sarah Jewel Cook,Hubza Syeda,Taylor Tryon,Rebecca Custer,
Sarah Maloy,Samantha Zarembo,Meredith Mueller,Ruth Geisel,Rich Spencer and Karen Gratten.

From left, Sawgrass’ Joann Cantloupe Lauren Bendesky, Jason Grant, Christian Medina, Neri St
Charles, Christian Sutton,Taylor Gorycki, Linda DeCarlo, Qusai Hussain, Linda Liderstri,
Claudia Wu, Jennie Balducci and Hannah Kornitsky.

Seated from left:Tashawn Boone, Kendall Lewis, Misten White and Allie Vico. Standing
from left:Avery Gregory,Tim Weston,Tearra Brown,Allison Jenkins,Alexis Ivy, NaQuan
Creekmore, Julie Norton, Sherrye Pollard and Brittany Woodworth.

From left,West Deptford’s (front row) Sean Singizer, Brendan Persicketti, Jacob Mangano,Owen
Hoffman, (back row) Mike Kissel, Bob Creamer,Christina Pettito,Cami Arseneau, Lauren
Matslinski, Ryan Weikel,Corrine LaGrange,Grace Kresge,Theresa Sigmund and Kristin O'Neil.

Jeff Primavera presents an award to Lawton Chiles student Mira Patel.
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Fabien Cousteau dives into 
speaking role at Symposium

COUSTEAU
CONNECTS

While Fabien Cousteau may have embodied superstardom in
the eyes of a majority of the Symposium participants, he
represented so much more to a group of New River Middle
School students. 

The New River team, from Fort Lauderdale, Fla., was
fortunate enough to have the mentorship of Cousteau during the
months leading up to the Symposium. The students partnered
with Cousteau and his organization, Plant a Fish™, to restore
mangroves in South Florida. 

“Working with Fabien Cousteau helped me to understand how
everything in the environment impacts everything else,” said New
River student Marjorie Rice. “All organisms are important. You
can’t just throw away plastic and other recyclables without it
affecting the marine life and coming back to us.”

“When I was working with Fabien Cousteau, he changed my
way of life,” said New River student Sebastian Hinestrosa.
“Now I’m recycling every day and looking at the environment
in a new way.”

Starting in October 2010, when Cousteau first paid a visit to
the school, students began collecting mangrove seedlings to
cultivate in their science lab. Mangroves play a vital role in the
Florida ecosystem, serving as a nursery for a vast number of sea
creatures such as goliath groupers, lobsters and flamingos. They
also serve as a barrier against storm surges, erosion and
hurricanes.

Students from nearby South Plantation High School also got
involved with the project, growing seedlings in a nursery at the
high school, using aerated tanks. 

In the spring, the students planted the mangroves at John U.
Lloyd Beach State Park in Dania Beach, Fla. Team members
also participated in a walk, implemented by Cousteau, to raise
awareness of the 825 miles of Florida coastline. The students
walked and documented the three miles of coastline at the state
park, on the same day that others were also walking miles of
coastline throughout the state. 

environmental wealth of the world.
“It is the job of each of us to pass to the next

generation a passion for studying the environment and
provide support to them to make a difference to improve
the planet,” said Cousteau. “I commend Wheelabrator for
providing the opportunity to these students to conduct
these research projects.”

At the Symposium, he spoke at the awards dinner,
capping off an inspiring day of team presentations.

“I’ve been astonished and impressed to no end,” said
Cousteau to the students. 

“My grandfather used to say, ‘people protect what they
love,’” he continued. “Let’s protect what we love. Each
of you can make a difference.”

Audience members were enthralled as he talked about
his experiences growing up on his grandfather’s famous
ships, Calypso and Alcyone, and his travels around the
world. He also spoke with much admiration about his
grandfather’s legacy.

“It’s because of his foresight and his passion that we
know anything about the undersea world,” he said. 

Cousteau went on to show footage from his own
adventures, including his time in the waters of Guadalupe
in a submarine specially designed and built in the shape
of a great white shark. After three years of trial and error,
he was able to successfully operate the submersible and
intermingle with sharks in their natural habitat. He spent
several hundred hours filming the sharks in preparation
for his documentary film on the subject, titled “Mind of a
Demon,” which aired on CBS in 2006. 

He also played clips from a three-year, multi-hour
series for PBS titled “Ocean Adventures.” For the series,
Cousteau joined his father and sister, Celine, to explore
topics ranging from the Grey whale migration of the west
coast of the Americas to the coral spawning of the
Caribbean to the ghost ships of the Great Lakes.
Additional hours covered areas such as the Amazon,
Samoa, Christmas Island, Papua New Guinea and the
Arctic. 

“There is so much to learn in our own aquatic
backyard,” said Cousteau, informing students that less
than five percent of the world’s oceans have been
explored. 

PLANT A
FISH™

In June 2010, to commemorate
what would have been his
grandfather's 100th birthday, Fabien
Cousteau created a new foundation,
Plant a Fish™, committed to
educating the public on the

alarming need to restore the world's marine habitats. It is a
hands-on program that strives to engage people in ocean
stewardship, beginning with the simple act of “planting a fish.”

“The mission of Plant a Fish™ is to help people learn more,
and ultimately care more, by 'getting wet' and getting involved
in restoring and protecting water bodies and marine life,” said
Cousteau. 

Since launching the program, Cousteau has helped to renew the
oyster population in New York's Hudson River, which had
suffered due to over-harvesting and dredging; replant eastern
Pacific hawksbill turtles, the most endangered population of sea
turtles in the world; and restore mangrove forests in Florida,
which have been destroyed by modern development. In total,
Plant a Fish™ planted more than 160,000 oysters, released 1.6
million turtle hatchlings and planted more than 34,000 mangroves
in its first year. In year two, the work on those initiatives will
continue.  Cousteau will also be partnering with local schools,
residents and organizations to re-plant corals in several hot spots
worldwide like the Maldives and the Florida Keys.

At the end of Cousteau's presentation at the Symposium,
Linda Sapienza, Wheelabrator's director of community
relations, announced that Wheelabrator would donate $5,000 to
Plant a Fish™. From COUSTEAU: Page 1

Fabien Cousteau with Tearra Brown of W.E.Waters Middle School.

Fabien Cousteau speaks at
Wheelabrator's Environmental

Symposium awards dinner.
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BY MEAGHAN CASEY

Seventeen years ago, the seed for the inaugural
Wheelabrator Symposium for Environment for Education
was planted, and it immediately took root and flourished.

The first event was held in Concord, N.H. in 1994.
Since then, nearly 2,000 middle school students from the
Northeast to Florida have participated in the Symposium,
changing their environmental footprint, one step at a time.

“You, the students, are why this program continues to
be the centerpiece of Wheelabrator’s community
relations,” said Wheelabrator Regional Manager Jeff
Primavera.

This year’s program was the fifth time the event was
held in Sunrise, Fla., uniting students from 15 different
schools in one location. Previously, the company
organized regional events in New England, the Mid-
Atlantic and the South, following the first five years in

Concord.
Two schools participated in the Symposium for the first

time this year – W.E. Waters Middle School in
Portsmouth, Va. and Green Street Academy in Baltimore. 

Waters Middle School was invited to participate as a
partner school to Wheelabrator’s newest waste-to-energy
facility in Portsmouth. Wheelabrator purchased the plant
in April 2010 from the Southeastern Public Service
Authority, an agency that provides disposal services for
eight localities in Southeastern Virginia.

The Portsmouth team focused on oyster restoration in
the Elizabeth River, a feeder to both the James River and
Chesapeake Bay. 

Green Street Academy, a new public middle-high school
that embraces the green movement, became the third
Baltimore school to participate, joining Calverton and
Federal Hill Preparatory schools. Two of Green Street
Academy’s founding teachers, Denisha Logan and Ketia

Stokes, had previously attended the Symposium when they
were teaching at Calverton.

“We talked to Linda Sapienza and Heidi Choate [of
Wheelabrator] last year, asking if we could come back
with a team from Green Street,” said Logan. “It fits right
into our mission. We try to infuse environmental learning
into our curriculum every day.” 

For their inaugural Symposium project, the students
created a series of educational videos and conducted a
series of workshops to educate the Green Street Academy
community about lowering their carbon footprint.  They
also started an urban garden, established weekly recycling
collections at the school and created a green café –
entirely out of green materials – for students to gather to
socialize and eat healthy snacks. 

“This is an amazing event that pushes their experiential
limits,” said Logan. “You see them respond in profound
ways, demonstrating their intellect and skills.” 

Symposium welcomes two new schools, celebrates turnout

BIGGER AND BETTER

Green St.Academy
students (from left)
Dakia Madden,
Dayonna Tunstall,
Tashaya Brewel,
Nashya Davis and
Tykirra Glenn tour
Wheelabrator
Baltimore.

Avery Gregory,
dressed as an

oyster, presents
on behalf of
W.E.Waters

School.


