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BY MEAGHAN CASEY

Wheelabrator Saugus understands
the importance of investing in future
generations, which is why it remains
committed in its support of Saugus
Public Schools.

In September, Wheelabrator
provided all teachers with small duffel
bags and water bottles at the district’s
annual back-to-school breakfast and
workshop. Wheelabrator has
sponsored the superintendent’s gift to
the teachers for the past four years. 

Linda Sapienza, Wheelabrator’s
director of community relations, and
Heidi Choate, community relations
specialist for Wheelabrator and SBEC
board member, were on hand to help
distribute the gifts.

“Wheelabrator has been gracious
enough year in and year out,
supporting teachers and supporting
our schools as a business partner,”
said Superintendent Richard Langlois.
“If it wasn’t for the business
community, a lot of the extras – such
as the technology you have in the
classrooms – wouldn’t be possible.” 

As part of the Saugus Business
Education Collaborative (SBEC),
Wheelabrator plays an active role in
supporting the schools throughout the
year. Wheelabrator has formed a new
partnership with the Ballard Early
Childhood Center this year. Displaying the bags given to all Saugus teachers by Wheelabrator are, from left, Saugus High teacher Laurie Golan,Wheelabrator’s Linda Sapienza,

Ballard Early Childhood Center first-year teacher Nikea Panopoulos, Ballard lead teacher Barbara Wall, and Wheelabrator’s Heidi Choate.
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Selectman and State Rep.
Donald Wong made a

guest appearance at
Waybright Field Day.

FALL 2011VOL. 7, NO. 3



As the newest member to the
Wheelabrator Saugus community, I am
proud to join such a dedicated team of
employees. Wheelabrator Technologies is,
first and foremost, a family. I know – I
have been with the company for 12 years,
most recently serving as a plant manager in
Broward County, Fla.  

While my job function here is similar to
what I left behind, I look forward to
building relationships with my new
neighbors and staff. In this edition, you will
read about some of our accomplished team
members, including Operations Manager
Sean Coughlin. 

This is a vibrant and active community,
and I am proud to work with civic-minded
employees such as Heidi Choate, who has
led many of our community outreach

projects, particularly through the Saugus
Business Education Collaborative. It is
inspiring to see a community come together
with such unity for the benefit of its youth.
I look forward to taking part in many more
events in the coming months. 

I wish you all a safe and wonderful fall,
and I thank you again for your interest in
Wheelabrator Saugus.  It is a pleasure to
call each one of you a neighbor.

Jairaj Gosine is plant manager at
Wheelabrator Saugus.
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JAIRAJ GOSINE

Looking forward to building relationships

BY MEAGHAN CASEY

After more than a decade of living and
working in Broward County, Fla.,
Wheelabrator Saugus Plant Manager Jairaj
Gosine has returned home to the Bay State. 

Gosine assumed control of the Saugus
plant in March, replacing John O’Rourke,
who left to pursue other interests. Gosine is
serving as regional manager of the
company’s Massachusetts/New Hampshire
region, which also includes plants in
Millbury, North Andover, Claremont (NH)
and Concord (NH). He previously served as
plant manager of the Wheelabrator South
Broward waste-to-energy facility in Fort
Lauderdale. 

That plant, built in 1991, processes up to
2,250 tons per day of municipal solid
waste. It can generate up to 66 megawatts
of electrical energy each year – enough to
supply energy to 38,000 area homes. By
comparison, the Saugus facility processes
up to 1,500 tons per day of municipal solid

waste and has an electric generating
capacity of 38 megawatts – enough to
supply energy to 47,000 area homes.

Originally from Trinidad, Gosine came to
the U.S. in 1988 and settled in Boston. He
earned his bachelor’s degree in chemical
engineering and his master’s in engineering
management, both from Northeastern
University. He worked for Polaroid before
joining Wheelabrator in 1999. He was hired
as the environmental health and safety
coordinator at South Broward and was
working as the plant’s operations manager
before assuming the top post in 2007.

“The position at Wheelabrator was an
attractive opportunity for me,” said Gosine.
“The people, the culture and the stability of
the company were all important factors.
Plus, the respect and diversity in this
company, that’s huge.”

In his transition to Saugus, Gosine has
been focused on building relationships with
the community; maintaining safety,

environmental and operational excellence;
and improving teamwork within the facility.

“I love Massachusetts and I enjoy
working with the people here,” he said. “I
think their longevity at this plant means a
lot.”

Gosine hopes to take on a more active
role with the local business community,
supporting organizations such as the Saugus
Business Education Collaborative. In
Broward County, he joined the board of the
Davie/Cooper City Chamber of Commerce
within a year of being named plant
manager.

“We enjoy supporting local businesses
and partnering with the community,” he
said. “It’s part of what we do for our host
communities.”

Jairaj and his wife, Chandra, have one
child, Adhiraj who is 22 years old and
enrolled in medical school in Miami. 

HAPPY HOMECOMING
New plant manager returns to Massachusetts 

Jairaj Gosine has been named regional
manager of Massachusetts/New Hampshire
and plant manager of Wheelabrator Saugus.
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Dear Saugus
resident, 

For more than 35
years, Wheelabrator
has been privileged
to provide waste-to-
energy services to
the people of Saugus
and the surrounding
communities. Our
commitment to
operational
excellence and
continuous
improvement has

allowed us to provide dependable,
uninterrupted and essential services to

thousands of local residents and businesses. 
You may have heard about the recent

resolution between Wheelabrator and the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts regarding
its review of our operations in the state. Be
assured that our facilities in Saugus, North
Andover and Millbury are operating in
compliance with all permits and regulations,
and that we are fully committed to the
highest level of environmental compliance,
customer service and community
involvement. We work every day to make our
operations the strongest and best they can be,
as we have done throughout our three
decades of service to your community.

To this end, Wheelabrator Saugus created the
200-acre Bear Creek Wildlife Sanctuary in
1998, complete with an on-site meeting and

teaching center. The sanctuary is situated in the
Rumney Marshes area and maintains numerous
specific native habitats, including nine coastal
ecosystems, an early successional forest, native
grasslands and wet meadows in order to attract
nearly 200 different bird types and other native
species. In 2011 and 2012 we will continue our
investment in this important wildlife sanctuary
by preserving and enhancing access for the
enjoyment and education of the public.

Additionally, we are proud to have
achieved Star status under the U.S.
Occupational Safety & Health
Administration's Voluntary Protection
Program, for which only 2,100 of seven
million U.S. workplaces qualify. And we are
proud that in our company's history, we have
processed more than 171 million tons of

municipal solid waste – turning that waste
into 90 billion kilowatt hours of clean energy
that would otherwise have consumed 177
million barrels of oil.

If you have questions, please reach out to
us. We value your feedback and concerns,
and can always be reached at 
781-233-7600. 

Sincerely,

Mark A. Weidman 
President and CEO
Wheelabrator Technologies Inc.

MARK A.
WEIDMAN

We remain committed to excellence
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Wheelabrator
Saugus employees
enjoy interacting
with WM leader

Wheelabrator President Mark
Weidman introduces Waste
Management CEO David
Steiner at the Saugus plant.

At left, Mark Weidman greets 35-year employee Joe Braga. At right,Wheelabrator Saugus employees Roderick Deas and Dario
Picozzi were among those who had a chance to meet Waste Management CEO David Steiner when he visited the plant.

Rich Zwicker receives a 35-year service award from David Steiner, former regional Vice President Bruce Manning and Mark Weidman.

Staff at the Wheelabrator Saugus plant are accustomed to
giving tours of the facility to a wide variety of visitors –
from Cub Scouts to college students to senior citizens – but
they recently had a special guest that left everyone talking.

Waste Management CEO David Steiner paid a visit to
Wheelabrator Saugus for a meet-and-greet and to help
recognize employees who have been with the plant since it
openend in 1975.

Steiner, who was joined by Wheelabrator President Mark
Weidman, took the opportunity to speak to approximately
50 employees in attendance, discussing the state of WM
and answering their questions. Steiner spoke of WM’s
Think Green philosophy, a key component of which is
converting waste into energy, something that has been done
at the Saugus plant for 36 years. Think Green also involves
making it easier for people to recycle, and converting
landfill space into wildlife habitats, such as the Bear Creek
Wildlife Sanctuary at Wheelabrator Saugus.

In addition to Steiner updating employees about the state
of Waste Management, he also presented a 35-year service
award to Rich Zwicker, who has been at the plant since
start-up. 

Jairaj Gosine, plant manager at Wheelabrator Saugus and
regional manager for Massachusetts/New Hampshire, said
Steiner was very well received.

“The employees had a very positive reaction,” Gosine
said. “They thought it was pretty cool for the CEO to come
and chat with them.”

Steiner got an up-close look at the Saugus operation, where
up to 1,500 tons of municipal solid waste is converted into
clean, renewable, electric energy every day. Built in 1975,
Wheelabrator Saugus was the first facility of its kind in the
United States, a pioneer in the waste-to-energy industry.

“We were very pleased to host Mr. Steiner at our plant,”
Gosine said. “For both the management team and the
employees, it is always nice to hear from the top that your
work is appreciated.”
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Waybright Elementary School’s annual field day
was a great success thanks to the continued support of
Wheelabrator Saugus and the Kowloon restaurant.

Organized by the Waybright PTO, students enjoyed
a fun-filled day of recreational activities.

Wheelabrator and Kowloon have adopted the
Waybright School for the past nine years through the
Saugus Business Education Collaborative (SBEC)
Adopt-a-School program, supporting the needs of
staff and students. The goal of the program is to help
provide students with cultural, recreational and
athletic activities the school alone cannot provide. 

In addition to funding and participating in field day,
Wheelabrator and Kowloon remain actively involved
with Waybright throughout the school year. This past
spring, Wheelabrator donated $4,000 to install an
additional SMART Board in the school. That is in
addition to a $9,500 donation that was used to equip
every Waybright classroom with new iMac computers
and Internet wiring.

Wheelabrator, through funding from the Waste
Management (WM) Charitable Foundation, has
donated more than $60,000 towards new equipment
and technology upgrades district-wide. The
foundation was established by Waste Management–
Wheelabrator’s parent company – to support public
charities throughout the U.S., focusing specifically on
towns and communities where its facilities are
located.  

Wheelabrator 
and Kowloon

sponsor fun event
for Waybright 
students, staff

Nakra Athly,Thomas Sparages and Louis Tretola race. PTO treasurer Kelly Turilli plays basketball with her son David. Fourth-graders Nicholas Rizzo, Kyle Cocorochio, Todd Tringale and
William Ragucci enjoyed a fun-filled field day.

Waybright students fully enjoyed their field day. Fourth-grader Ashley Shaw plays the baby rattle game.

State Rep. and Selectman Chairman Donald Wong, principal Dr. Linda Arsenault, center, and Wheelabrator's Heidi Choate, far right, pose with kids at Waybright School’s field day. Second-grader Zach Kahn takes a shot.
having a field dayhhaavviinngg  aa  ffiieelldd  ddaayy
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“It’s a collaboration of business and community leaders sitting
around a table trying to find the means and methods to bring
resources back to the schools,” said SBEC President John
Smolinsky, who spoke at the event on behalf of the business
community. 

“We believe in what you do, we support what you do and we want
you to succeed in what you do,” he said. “Francis Keppel once said,
‘education is too important to be left
solely to educators.’ It’s a community
issue and we want to continue to
work with you to build a strong
education system for our future.

“Your efforts are not meant to go
unnoticed or unrewarded,” continued
Smolinsky. “You are enriching the
lives of thousands of Saugus
schoolchildren every day, and on
behalf of the business community,
thank you very much.”

In addition to Wheelabrator’s
donation, Barnes & Noble supplied
Nook e-readers to every sixth-grader
at Belmonte Middle School. At the
event, Langlois also welcomed 25
new teachers and staff members to
the district. In addition, new
principals have taken the reins at the
Ballard, Lynnhurst and Veterans Memorial schools. Also new this
year, the district rolled out the Classical Academy at the high school
level. It is a rigorous, classics-based program with two tracks – one
with an emphasis on Latin or humanities and another with an
emphasis on science, technology, engineering and mathematics
(STEM).

SCHOOLS from Page 1

Wheelabrator supports
Saugus schools

WHEELABRATOR
IS ENRICHING
THE LIVES OF

THOUSANDS OF
SAUGUS

SCHOOLCHILDREN
EVERYDAY

Lynnhurst School Principal Lori Gallivan,Assistant to the Superintendent Donna McNeil, Oaklandvale School
Principal Dr. Kathleen Stanton, and Superintendent Richard Langlois enjoyed their gifts from Wheelabrator.

BY MEAGHAN CASEY

Triton Regional High School wrestling
standout and future engineer Tim Cashman
was named the 2011 recipient of the Daniel
P. Madigan Memorial Scholarship.

Sponsored by Wheelabrator
Technologies Inc., the scholarship is
awarded annually to two students – one
each from Triton Regional and Northbridge
High School – who have been accepted
into an engineering program at a degree-
granting college or university. Each
recipient receives $5,000. 

This year marks the 15th annual
presentation of the scholarship, which
honors the former New England regional
vice president of Wheelabrator, Daniel
Patrick Madigan, who passed away in
1995. A pioneer in the waste-to-energy
business, Madigan served as chief engineer

and plant manager of Wheelabrator Saugus
during the company’s early years.    

Madigan’s son, Cornelius, presented
Cashman with the scholarship during the
senior awards ceremony. 

“It’s great that the company does this,”
said Cornelius Madigan. “Our family
appreciates everything Wheelabrator does
in memory of my father, and it’s wonderful
we’re able to help some students pursue
their goals.”

“I was surprised and so glad that I
applied,” said Cashman. “Money was
definitely a factor in my college plans, so
this scholarship will help a lot.”

A Rowley native, Cashman is the oldest
of seven children. At Triton, he played golf
and was captain of the wrestling team,
which captured the 2011 Div. 3 state title.
He was also captain and MVP of the
baseball team. He is attending Bunker Hill
Community College, where he will play
baseball and pursue a career in
engineering. 

Andrew Rabaioli was this year’s
recipient from Northbridge High. He is
attending Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
and majoring in nuclear engineering. Cornelius Madigan, son of former Wheelabrator New England regional vice president Daniel

Patrick Madigan, presented the 2011 Madigan Scholarship to Tim Cashman of Triton High.

SCHOLARSHIP GOES 
TOFUTURE ENGINEER
Cashman wins
award named
for Madigan
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BY MEAGHAN CASEY

It is often said, “Alone we can do so little; together we can
do so much.” Nowhere is that more evident than in Saugus. 

For nearly two decades, the Saugus Business Education
Collaborative (SBEC) has been dedicated to fostering
collaboration between the business community and Saugus
Public Schools, in the hopes of enhancing the educational
opportunities for future generations of students.

Comprised of local businesses, government officials and
school employees, the SBEC was founded in 1992. The
money it raises annually goes toward sponsorship of field
trips, guest reader programs, Shadow Day and other
enrichment activities. 

As an active participant, Wheelabrator Saugus has a hand

in most of the SBEC fundraising efforts and is represented
by Heidi Choate, SBEC board member and community
relations specialist for Wheelabrator Technologies. 

“It’s important for community members to not only
become more aware of the positive things that are taking
place in the schools, but to play their own part in making
additional programs and experiences for the students a
reality,” said Choate.

Annually, the SBEC gives out approximately $25,000 to
the schools, monies it raises through community fundraising
efforts and events.  The SBEC held its first-ever Trivia
‘Travaganza at the Kowloon in January, with 24 teams
competing through five rounds of questioning for the
winning trophy. Mini-trophies were also awarded to the top-
scoring team within a given category. The event was a huge
success and raised nearly $7,000 for the SBEC. The next
Trivia ‘Travaganza will be held Oct. 20 at the Kowloon.

Meanwhile, the 19th annual Taste for Education
fundraiser, SBEC’s biggest fundraiser, was held on April 25
at the Danversport Yacht Club, raising almost $18,000. More
than 350 people attended, which featured food from 21 local
restaurants. Auction and raffle items at the event helped to
bring in additional funds. 

To date, the SBEC has raised more than $150,000 for
Saugus students.

On March 22, the SBEC honored nine outstanding
students at the seventh annual Unsung Heroes award
ceremony at Prince Restaurant.  

The students were recognized for their academic efforts and
contributions to their school community. To qualify for the
award, students must have shown consistent/persistent
academic effort, exemplary character, mature behavior,
outgoing personality and good citizenship.  Wheelabrator
Saugus provided funding for the awards the students received. 

“It’s a wonderful opportunity to pay tribute to those
students who make positive contributions in their classrooms
and in the community,” said Choate.

This year’s Unsung Hero award recipients included:
Saugus High School students Taryn Medeiros and Courtney

Sanchez; Belmonte Middle School students Julia Deterding
and Alex Schirripa; Lynnhurst Elementary School student
Nicholas Aiken; Oaklandvale Elementary student Melissa
Duong; Veterans Memorial Elementary students Justin
Ciccarelli and Nicole Orent; and Waybright Elementary
student Nicholas Ferrara.

The students’ principals and teachers spoke at the event,
highlighting each honoree’s character and actions.   

Lynnhurst Principal Susan Carney noted how Aiken, a
fourth-grader, volunteers his time as a member of the school
safety patrol. “He’s a team player with a positive attitude and
I’m so proud to be his principal,” Carney said.

“They’re all to be commended,” said Superintendent of
Schools Richard Langlois. “They lead by example and serve
as great role models to others.”

Saugus Superintendent of Schools Richard Langlois, far left, SBEC President John Smolinsky and board member Heidi Choate of Wheelabrator, far right, presented Unsung Hero awards to
Saugus students, from left: Courtney Sanchez,Alex Schirripa,Taryn Medeiros, Melissa Duong, Julia Deterding, Nicole Orent, Justin Ciccarelli, Nicholas Aiken and Nicholas Ferrara.

SBEC, Wheelabrator provide valuable assistance to schools

Arlene Decareau at the SBEC’s 19th annual Taste for
Education fundraiser at the Danversport Yacht Club.

Lynnhurst School Principal Susan Carney hugs outstanding
student Nicholas Aiken.

TTRRUUEE  HHEERROOEESSTTRRUUEE  HHEERROOEESS
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EMPLOYEE PROFILE

BY MEAGHAN CASEY

Operations Manager Sean Coughlin is
feeling right at home in his role overseeing
general operations of Wheelabrator Saugus.

Coughlin, who has 20 years’ experience
in the field of energy production, was hired
by Wheelabrator last December. He had
previously served as operations manager at
International Power America in Milford. 

“I was excited about the new challenges,
and the fast-paced environment of
Wheelabrator,” said Coughlin. “There were
only 14 employees at my last job, so there’s
a lot more employee interaction here.”

While he was familiar with the idea of
generating electricity out of municipal
solid waste, the firsthand experience has

been eye-opening. He has also been
impressed with the company’s focus on
safety and environmental stewardship. The
plant utilizes the most advanced
environmental control systems to meet
stringent state and federal environmental
standards while producing its clean energy.

“The environmental rules and
regulations are a lot stricter than anywhere
I’ve been before, and the employees do a
tremendous job complying with them,”
said Coughlin. 

A Burlington, Mass. native, Coughlin
graduated from Massachusetts Maritime
Academy and joined the U.S. Merchant
Marine before pursuing his current career
path. He and his wife of 15 years, Nancy,
reside in Boxford with their three children.

Coughlin settles into role
overseeing  plant functions

Operations Manager Sean Coughlin
inspects equipment.


