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BY RICH FAHEY

If Gilmarie Escobar and Misael Ramos can relate to
what their English Language Learner (ELL) students are
going through in their classrooms, there’s good reason for
it: Both are former ELL students themselves.

Escobar teaches an ELL class at the Milton Bradley
School and Ramos is an ELL math teacher at Forest Park
Middle School.

Born in Puerto Rico, Escobar came to Springfield
when she was 13, attending Chestnut Middle School and
Central High before graduating from Sci-Tech High. She
later went on to earn bachelor’s and master’s degrees at
UMass Amherst and a certification in ELL. She began
teaching in Springfield in 2004.

From ELL students
to ELL teachers

ELL teacher and former student Gilmarie Escobar helps students
participate in a Responsive Classroom activity at Milton Bradley.See ELL Page 12

Schools show improvement on
MCAS. Pages 8-9.
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ON THE
REBOUND



Every day that students are in
school, they open themselves up to the
possibility of learning new, wonderful
things. When they are not in school,
that potential is cut off. It is a simple
fact that children cannot learn if they
are not in school. And if they are not
learning, the probability of their
graduating from high school greatly
decreases.

As a school district, we have made a
commitment to work in every way
possible to increase the Springfield
Public Schools graduation rate.
Currently at 53 percent, it is
unacceptably low. We stand alongside
many community organizations,

businesses and foundations as
collaborators and partners in the work
that is required to make these
important changes occur for our
children. 

Stand for Children, a national
education advocacy organization, is one
of the latest groups to join the school
district in our work to increase
attendance, bolster parent engagement
in the educational process and,
ultimately, improve the graduation rate. 

While Stand for Children has
established a national reputation as a
political education advocate, our work
with the organization will not be
political in nature. Instead it will be

targeted and tightly defined as a
strategic integration that aligns with
the priorities and goals the school
district has already identified.
Specifically, the organization will
work with administrators at the High
School of Commerce, South End
Middle School, and Brookings and
Brightwood elementary schools. Their
scope of work in those schools will be
to engage parents, educators and
community members to further
support the initiatives Springfield
Public Schools has established around
the areas of attendance, parent
engagement and graduation rates. 

As we go about this important work

in Springfield, we must seize
appropriate opportunities to partner
with organizations with a
demonstrated commitment to
education and, more importantly, a
willingness to align their work in
Springfield to our expressed needs.
Stand for Children stands ready to join
with us in that way and I am confident
that with the help of everyone,
working together in an aligned and
coherent manner, we can accomplish
our goals to make Springfield Public
Schools a model education system.

Dr. Alan J. Ingram is superintendent
of schools.
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Working to increase attendance, graduation rate

BY DAVID LISCIO

Tyler Gaynor is thinking hard these days about ways to improve
attendance in Springfield schools.

“Attendance is one of our major issues,” said Gaynor, 17, a
senior at Putnam Vocational High School and the student
representative to the Springfield School Committee. “We have
been trying to focus on attendance issues for the last few years,
hoping to come up with incentives.”

According to Gaynor, the issue remains on the table at School
Committee meetings, which she has diligently attended since being
elected by her peers in September. Gaynor was chosen to sit on the
School Committee by a council comprised of a single student
representative from each of Springfield’s five public high schools. 

“I’m the only student and a non-voting member, but I get to make
recommendations,” she said. “Before I go to the meetings, I talk to
the other students about issues or things they are concerned about.”

Denise Hurst, vice chairman of the School Committee, said the
program in which a student representative is selected to sit on the
committee is “a way for the students to bring in their issues.
During the actual School Committee meetings, if an issue comes
up, the student representative may want to inform us or provide us
with a student perspective. We rely on them to tell us what is
going on as the students see it,” Hurst said.

Hurst noted students last year brought up concerns such as Internet
access and cell phone use during school hours. “It came up that the
kids were not being allowed to access Facebook and some other Web
sites. The student representative argued we live in the 21st century
and use these sites for learning. So there was a recommendation from
the students that we grant limited access,” she said.

Students are blocked from accessing certain Web sites. “We have
limited Web access,” said Gaynor, who plans to attend UMass Amherst
or Westfield State University next year and pursue a degree in nursing.
At Putnam Vocational, she has been majoring in healthcare. 

“I know I want to do nursing. It’s competitive, but I think I can
handle it,” Gaynor, who is involved in community projects and
works part-time at Toys R Us.

Asked if she feels valued on the School Committee, Gaynor said,
“When the principal asked me to serve on the committee and said I
had been picked by students from the other high schools, I was
caught off-guard, but it was exciting. I can make recommendations
that the School Committee can vote on. They do listen.”

The meetings are videotaped and aired on local cable TV.

putnam senior gives students
a voice on school committee

TYLER GAYNOR
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BY RICH FAHEY

The number of Springfield students taking and passing Advanced
Placement courses continues to increase, and students who are
members of under-represented groups are part of the success story. 

Meanwhile, the number of students exposed to classes in the STEM
area – science, technology, engineering and math — continues to
increase, thanks to the district’s success in obtaining competitive grants.

Springfield is one of fewer than 400 public school districts in the
country that was honored recently by being placed on the College
Board’s second annual AP Honor Roll, for simultaneously increasing
access to AP courses and increasing the number of students earning
passing scores of 3 or higher on the exams.

The College Board said achieving both goals is the ideal scenario because
it means the district is successfully identifying “motivated, academically-
prepared students who are likely to benefit most from AP coursework.”

Since 2009, the district has increased the number of students
participating in AP from 386 to 465, while improving the percentage of
students scoring 3 or higher from 24 percent in 2009 to 25 percent in
2011. Most U.S. colleges and universities grant college credit or
advanced placement for a score of three or better.

The district’s efforts in getting more students in under-represented
minority groups to both take and succeed in AP courses have also been
noted by the College Board.

“Participation in college-level AP courses can level the playing field for
underserved students, give them the confidence needed to succeed in
college, and raise standards and performance in key subjects like science
and math,” said College Board President Gaston Caperton. “The AP
Honor Roll districts are defying expectations by expanding access while
enabling their students to maintain or improve their AP exam scores.” 

The increasing number of AP success stories is an offshoot of
Massachusetts’ selection as one of only six states selected to participate
in the National Math and Science Initiative. The Mass. Math and
Science Initiative (MMSI) is a five-year, $30 million program
organized by Mass Insight Education in partnership with the state and
private funders. It was designed to dramatically increase participation
and performance in AP courses, particularly among underserved
populations, and to prepare students for college and career success in
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.

U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan said that in the first year
of implementation of the national program, the number of African-
American and Latino students who scored a 3 or higher on AP exams
in math, science, and English jumped more than 70 percent. 

Josh Bogin, director of magnet schools programs for Springfield Public
Schools, said that a combination of federal and state grants, including
magnet school grants, has more students taking courses in the STEM area
and eventually more students will be taking AP courses and succeeding in
them. The district has won six consecutive three-year magnet school
assistance grants, all non-renewable and highly competitive.

The grants allowed Springfield to set up two STEM-oriented schools from
2007-10. Springfield received a new magnet school grant that stretches from
2010-13; only 36 of 110 applications were funded nationwide.

“Our application for that grant was ranked No. 1 in the country,”
Bogin said. “We believe winning six straight grants is unprecedented.”

Four magnet schools are benefitting:
 Central High, with its arts and advanced studies programs;
 Van Sickle Middle School, with its International Baccalaureate

Middle Years and 21st Century Global Communications programs;
 STEM Middle School Academy, created in 2008 with a grant and

now with 300 students, with a STEM magnet theme and
expeditionary learning principles; and

 Sci-Tech High, with its four STEM academies in biomedical and
biotechnology, engineering, information technology, and finance.

AP in Springfield: 
more courses, 
higher scores

Biology students, from left,Yardley Mellon, Christina Morales and Luis Brignoni discuss their lab results.

High School of Commerce chemistry teacher Ben Hatch, second from right, works with, from left, Luis Ortiz,
Shanice Lawrence,Alexis Justiniano and Brian Vu.
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New middle
school is a 

plus for two 
neighborhoods

BY KEVIN DOYLE

There are struggles associated with any new
venture, but hard work and a positive attitude
have enabled the new South End Middle
School to experience a tranquil beginning
under Principal Timothy Allen.

The new school, located in the former Our
Lady of Mount Carmel School, serves
students from the city’s South End and Six
Corners neighborhoods. South End Middle
School was created earlier this year as part of
a city-wide redistricting plan that reduced

enrollment at several other middle schools.
“We really had a strong opening. The staff

has been tremendous and is working very
hard. Sometimes it can feel a little
overwhelming when you’re involved in a
project like this, but the staff is taking it all in
stride and doing everything we ask,” said
Allen.

Allen, in his seventh year in the Springfield
Public Schools, began as a teacher at Forest
Park Middle School and previously served as
assistant principal at Forest Park and Kennedy
middle schools, before his June appointment
as principal at South End.

South End maintains a staff of 16 teachers
and three paraprofessionals, and serves
approximately 230 students, down from
anticipated initial enrollment of 260 students.
The summer tornado that tore through sections
of the city displaced numerous families in the
neighborhood. 

“We were right in the path – we can look
across the street from the school and see four
or five apartment buildings that have been
condemned,” Allen said.

The city rents the Mt. Carmel space from
the Diocese of Springfield. Since Mt. Carmel

See SOUTH END Page 5

going south (end)going south (end)

Physical education
teacher Peter

Hyszczak plays
volleyball with
students Elijah

Brown and Jorge
Torres in the gym

at South End
Middle School

Raekwon Hubbard and Jerell Timmons get a balanced lunch.South End Middle School students wait in line for lunch.
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housed STEM Middle School students last
year while STEM underwent renovations to its
building, little prep work was required in
advance of South End’s moving in. 

Nevertheless, there were challenges to meet.
For example, South End opened with all three
grades rather than phasing in one grade per
year. 

“The first thing is getting the staff on the
same page in regards to expectations, systems
and procedures. Consistency is so important,
especially at this level,” Allen said. “The other

challenge is bringing together kids that were
at other schools and are wondering ‘What is
this place?’ The kids have really bought into
what we’re trying to do. It’s amazing how
they have become excited about being a new
school and have developed a sense of identity
in just three months.”

The move to smaller middle-school
enrollments is in keeping with a growing
national trend.

“A lot of these kids were on the bus for up
to 45 minutes every day. The neighborhood
needed a school. Kids don’t need to be on the
bus that long,” Allen said.

The impact on the neighborhood has been
palpable. More than 200 people attended a
parent open house in September. Parents
cooked a buffet-style meal and the gymnasium
was packed.

“We’ve found that the parents are very
supportive. One of the best things about being
a neighborhood school is that when the
parents need to be here for meetings with
teachers, they can walk,” Allen said.

In regards to academic vision, South End is
a literacy-focused school that is working
closely with The Cornerstone, an organization
that provides teachers with free classroom-

management resources.
“They have worked closely with our

elementary schools but we’re their first middle
school. We’re striving to provide literacy in all
subjects that is in line with the [state and
national] Common Core standards that are
coming in the next few years,” Allen said.
“We’re striving for a sense of family while at
the same time providing a structured and
supportive environment.”

SOUTH END: from Page 4

From left, Kayla Alexander, Nahyska Dumey and Odalys
Matias work on a project.

Derek Jones and Anthony Castillo study in the library at
South End Middle School.

Front to back, Parris Heath, Lescia Reyes and Keivan Rivera
use computers in the media center at the school.

The new library is a great place to study after school.



BY KEVIN DOYLE

Orphaned as a child, Susan Kaplan spent
countless hours at the Boston Public Library
hungrily devouring the newest titles in the
children’s room – along with the milk and
cookies provided by the library staff.

“Luckily, I lived near the library and I went
there every day. I traveled the world through
the magic of books,” recalled Kaplan, a
lifelong lover of the written word and co-
founder of Link to Libraries, Inc. established
in May 2008.

Kaplan is now a successful entrepreneur
and founder of several organizations in
Western Massachusetts such as The Women’s
Leadership Network, Go FIT© and The
Pioneer Valley Women’s Running Club. When
she read that Springfield’s public schools had
insufficient books to meet the student
population’s needs, Kaplan marshaled her
friends and did something about it.

“I e-mailed everyone in a book group
(Great Reads) I had, and within 11 days we
had 65 new books. Janet Crimmins, our co-
founder, was a reading specialist. I said ‘We
can do this,’ and she agreed. We filed for non-
profit status,” Kaplan said. “It was a no-
brainer and it’s just a win-win for everyone.”

That first donation went to the White Street
Elementary School. This year, Kaplan said
Link To Libraries will distribute between
1,600 and 2,000 new hardcover and gently-
used books per month to more than 100 sites
in Western Massachusetts and northern
Connecticut. Springfield’s
elementary schools are a
primary beneficiary.

The organization is
housed in a warehouse
donated by Rediker
Software of
Hampden; operates
with an all-
volunteer staff of
21 adults and teens;
and is funded
entirely via grants,
donations from
individuals and
companies, and book
drives. Nearly 90 percent of
every dollar received is used to
purchase new books. A private courier
service donates its time to pick up and deliver
books, all labeled with the name of the
donating sponsor.

Books are screened and recommended by
education professionals from the region’s

various colleges along with personnel
involved with toy company Hasbro’s ongoing
educational initiatives. Since its founding,
Link To Libraries has donated materials to
every Springfield elementary school at least
twice, totaling between 300 and 400 books per

school. All titles are multi-cultural
and bi-lingual, reflecting the

city’s diverse population. 
Link To Libraries
offers several popular

programs, including a
Pre-School Read
Aloud Program and
the Celebrity Read
Aloud Program. On
the day Kaplan was
interviewed for this

story, she had just
returned from a

reading of Kelly
Dipucchio’s “Grace For

President” to a fifth-grade
class by Massachusetts Supreme

Court Chief Justice Roderick Ireland, a
Springfield native and the first African-
American to hold the post.

“At the end of the day people want to feel a
glimmer of hope and reading provides that.
We have executives, doctors, lawyers and all

types of professionals come in and talk about
what they do and then read a book. They say
it’s the best part of their day. I see it all the
time,” said Kaplan. “And, when a celebrity
reads at a school it is my hope that they adopt
that school.”

As part of the Read Aloud program, all
students receive a Read Together literacy book
bag that contains one bi-lingual book and one
written in English as well as useful bi-lingual
information for parents and caregivers.

Kaplan said none of this would be possible
without the tireless work of the volunteer
staff.

“The adults are professionals who all have
master’s degrees. We have eight teens and our
Web site is completely paid for and updated
by a 10th-grader – who designed it two years
ago as an eighth-grader – and two eighth-
graders,” Kaplan said. “We have monthly
volunteer nights and we can label 1,800 books
in about an hour. The volunteers have
ownership in this; everyone has a say.”

Kaplan is a staunch proponent that
community service is not an option but a
moral and the message seems to be resonating.
She now has a waiting list of 16 teens waiting
to join the volunteer effort.

A win-win by any metric you choose to
apply.
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Springfield elementary schools benefit from book donations

link to libraries
Susan Kaplan, center, and Springfield students are all smiles after a day of reading.

At 
the end of

the day people
want to feel a

glimmer of
hope. Reading 

provides 
that.
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BY MEAGHAN CASEY

Year after year, schools such as
Roger L. Putnam Vocational Technical
High School prepare and place
thousands of students in the workforce
pipeline. They go on to contribute to
fields such as healthcare, computer
sciences, engineering, mechanics and
culinary arts – fueling the
Commonwealth’s economy.

Recognizing that economic
impact, it is little wonder that more
and more state funding is being
invested in vocational education and
the renewal, repair and construction
of buildings that house those schools. 

In 2006, the Massachusetts School
Building Authority (MSBA) committed
$200 million to build a new, 315,000-
square-foot Putnam facility and fund
smaller capital improvement projects
throughout the state. In 2009, it
announced a $100 million initiative for
improvements in another nine
vocational, technical and agricultural
schools. The combined investment is the
largest made in Massachusetts vocational
education in the past 30 years. 

“As a result of the collaboration
between the MSBA and Springfield,
Putnam students and staff will have an
improved, efficient environment for
learning and teaching,” said MSBA
Executive Director Katherine Craven.

The new Putnam, which will house
22 vocational programs and serve
1,400 students, will provide the space
for the school to add the following
programs to its curriculum: plumbing,
welding and metal fabrication,
medical technology, hospitality and
tourism, marketing, machine
technology, robotics and automation.

“This new facility will allow the
district to provide more vocational and
technical programs to prepare the
young people of Springfield for the
high-tech, well-paying jobs of
tomorrow,” said State Treasurer
Steven Grossman.

“I’m thankful to everyone involved
in this important educational, economic
and workforce-developing-enhancing
project,” said Mayor Domenic J. Sarno.
“Having a top-notch educational
facility will help Putnam students
achieve educational excellence.”

The project broke ground in May
2010 and it is expected to be completed
in July 2012. The new facility is being
constructed adjacent to the existing
high school, which will eventually be
demolished. The building, which will
also incorporate sustainable design
features, was originally budgeted at
$125 million, but was revised to $114
million after construction bid savings.
The MSBA is reimbursing the city for
90 percent of the project’s cost. The new Roger L. Putnam Vocational Technical High School facility will be completed July 2012.

BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE
New Putnam Vocational Technical High School to open in 2012

Gathered at the “topping-off” deremony at Putnam were, from left, Rita Coppola-Wallace, Director of Capital Asset Construction; Patrick Sullivan, Director of Parks, Buildings and
Recreation Management’ Katherine Craven, Executive Director of the Mass. School Building Authority; Mayor Domenic Sarno; and Steven Desilets, Springfield Building Commissioner.
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MCAS SCORES SHOW
IMPROVEMENT

There is still much work due to be done. But
Springfield school officials were heartened by the
release of 2011 MCAS scores, which showed double-
digit gains at three Level 4 schools and higher scores
in the majority of Level 4 schools.

The district currently has 10 Level 4 schools:
Brightwood, Brookings, Gerena, Homer, and White
Street elementary schools; Zanetti K-8 School;
Chestnut, Kennedy and Kiley middle schools; and the
High School of Commerce.

Three of the schools — Zanetti, Homer and the
High School of Commerce — achieved huge gains.

The district continues to work with the state
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
on improving student performance at the schools, des-
ignated based on MCAS scores over a four-year peri-
od in math and English Language Arts and the number
of students who scored in the  Warning/Failing or
Needs Improvement categories.The scores put them
in the lowest 20 percent of schools statewide, deem-
ing them underperforming and triggering turnaround
plans designed to rapidly transform the schools and
increase student performance.

This year, using the Composite Performance Index
(CPI) – a measure that rates students’ progress towards
proficiency in math, English Language Arts (ELA) and sci-
ence, based on a point scale from 0 to 100 —  Zanetti
experienced a 17.3 point gain in math, a 9.4 point gain in
ELA, and a  7.5 point gain in science. Since 2008, the
school has experienced a 24.8 gain in math; 18.2 gain in
ELA and a 20.2 gain in science.

Homer Street School this year showed gains of
16.1, 11.2, and 6.1 points, respectively, in math, ELA
and science. Since 2008, the school has had gains of
8.0 in math, 4.9 in ELA and 7.8 in science.

The High School of Commerce this year saw point
gains of 8.6 in ELA, .7 in math and 3.4 in science. Since
2008, the school’s CPI gains in those subjects are 6.7,
5.1 and 10.5, respectively.

Brookings School this year experienced a 7.7 point
gain in ELA and a 12.3 CPI gain in math. Since 2008,
that school has had gains of 11.8 in ELA and 22.7 in
math. In addition, Gerena also realized significant gains,
improving 5.9 points in ELA and 13.4 points in math.
Those increases represent a 15-point jump in math
since 2008 and a 7.6-point increase in ELA since 2008.

White Street saw a 4.3-point jump in ELA and 5.1
points in math. Over the past three years,White
Street has seen a 7.6-point improvement in ELA and
13.4-point increase in math.

As a group, Level 4 schools experienced a 3-point
CPI gain in math and .9 gain in ELA this year. Since
2008, Level 4 schools have experienced a 2.4 gain in
science; a 2.2 increase in ELA; and a 4.7 gain in math.

The district as a whole outpaced the average
improvement rate in the state by one percentage
point in both ELA and math.

“Although we have made progress, long-term improve-
ment does not occur overnight and we look forward to
more rapid improvements in not just our Level 4 schools,
but in all of our schools,” said Superintendent Dr.Alan J.
Ingram.“Researchers suggest it takes three to five years
for real change with staying power to take place.While
we continue to make progress in many areas, there is still
much more work to be done and rest assured we are all
working diligently to get it accomplished.”

BY RICH FAHEY

When Springfield’s 2011 MCAS scores were announced,
three of the district’s Level 4 schools saw huge
improvements. A representative from each school detailed
what they believed helped the schools move forward.

Principal Tara Clark came to the Zanetti Montessori
Magnet School in July 2010 and spent that summer
redesigning the school and completing a turnaround plan.

She made decisions on staff and decided on best
teaching practices and integrating elements of Montessori-
style instruction with the goal being “comprehension across
the curriculum.”

Professional development was emphasized from the
start,  instilling in teachers what was expected of them,
what their classroom should look like and what kind of
learning environment was expected.

Another key was the setting up of long instructional
blocks – the school now has a 2½- hour block devoted to
literacy and another 2-hour block devoted to math, the
result of a school day that is 45 minutes longer as part of
the turnaround plan.

“We’ve also tried to push improvement by moving staff
to where they were needed,” said Clark.

The school established tiered intervention groups, which
work towards prevention of academic problems, or early
identification and intense treatment of such problems,
using specially trained intervention teachers.

Zanetti also utilizes a data action plan and an
achievement network that allows teachers to get
information back about students just 48 hours after a test.

Clark also credits the state Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education with providing the critical
support needed to make improvements.

“We’re about quality teaching and holding teachers
accountable while motivating students and making sure
they know what they have to do,” said Clark. “We want
teachers to reach their professional goals. My goals align
with the district’s goals.”

Nancy Laino, a 40-year teaching veteran and a reading

specialist at the Homer Elementary School, said she
believed much of the credit for higher scores at her school
goes to discipline, establishing a safe environment, and
having consistent routines, behaviors and procedures
throughout the building.

She said consistency in other areas at the school has also
paid dividends, from the writing and manner of printing
taught in both kindergarten and grade 1. Students know
what to expect and what’s expected of them.

She also stressed the importance of differentiated
professional development, which targets areas where
teachers may need help. 

“There are some teachers who may want to work on
writing,” Laino said. “We can help them with that, just as
we can help those who have issues with math or science.
Our teachers come from all different colleges, and they
have different needs and experiences.”

Laino also stressed the importance of professional
development and best practices, and the district’s mentoring
program that matches students with experienced teachers.

She hailed the greater focus on reading in grades K-2, as
research shows that students who aren’t reading well by
grade 2 are headed for problems.

“In grades K-2, you’re learning to read,” Laino said. “In
grade 3, you’re reading to learn.”

She said the Homer has a strong Grade 3 team of
teachers and strong reading teachers.

At the High School of Commerce, Principal Charles A.
Grandson IV, who took over last summer, said his job is to
build upon the gains made by the students who took the
MCAS last spring.

“I was happy to see a lot of my job is going to be to
build on a good foundation that started last year,” said
Grandson.

Grandson has restructured freshman and sophomore
classes into smaller units with teachers who work only with
them, and has established a so-called “MCAS corridor” for
10th-graders who will take the MCAS in the spring.

He has also divided students who are learning English
into three separate groups, according to their abilities.

Educators share recipes for
MCAS success 

move staff
to where
they are
needed

focus on
learning to
read before
reading  to
learn

consistency
helps 
students
know what
to expect

on the rebound

Second-grader Hector Pagan listens to Homer
early childhood teacher Allison McLeod.

Zavier Jaynes reads a book about
bustops in Nancy Laino’s reading class.

Madeline Vizard shows Zanetti
principal Tara Clark what she
has drawn on her chalkboard.

Homer reading specialist Nancy Laino starts a lesson
with second graders Sasha Smith and Katherine Arce,

Allison McLeod reads with, from left,
Helen Gonzalez Palam and Hector Pagan.

Eighth-grader Brianna Patterson learns new lessons
on an iPad with Zanetti principal Tara Clark.



Two schools 
rebound from 
summer tornado
BY DAVID LISCIO

Like something out of the Wizard of Oz, a summer tornado twisted
across Springfield, leaving two devastated school buildings in its wake, but
an energized community effort is helping make certain classes continue
with minimum disruption.

The June 1 wind storm severely damaged the Brookings and Dryden
elementary schools. Portable structures were brought to both sites to
accommodate students and a plan is underway to devise a long-term
solution. The district suffered another blow in late October when more
than a foot of snow fell on the region and left 35 of Springfield’s 45
schools without power. All schools were closed for six days, Oct. 31-Nov.
4 and Nov. 7.

David Meehan, assistant director of operations for facilities management
for all public buildings and schools, said erecting the portable classrooms
involved more than simply unloading them at the two sites.

“Right now, the portables are still open and in use,” Meehan said,
adding that the opening of the school year was delayed one day for all
schools except Brookings, which was delayed by two days and opened on
Aug. 31. 

“At Dryden, the classrooms were substantially damaged,” Meehan said.
“We lost six classrooms and the entire wing had to be torn down. So we
took the pre-school program in the annex and moved it to another location.
That opened up two classrooms and the portable buildings provided the
remaining four.”

Meehan said he expects the portable classrooms at Dryden will remain
in use for approximately 18 months.

The situation at Brookings was worse. “All of the school was deemed to
be not structurally sound for repairs,” he said. “The decision was made to
immediately erect two sets of portable buildings, one a single story, the
other with two stories, for a total of 32 classrooms.”

Meehan said the contingency plan – created over a weekend – required
pouring concrete footings and driving piles at both locations. “We had to
do a lot of site preparation, including new parking. They wanted 90 days to
do it and they did it in half the time required. The entire preparation took
45 days,” he said, noting Rita Coppola-Wallace, the city’s director of
Capital Asset Construction, was instrumental in spearheading the project
and ensuring it adhered to an accelerated timetable.

Brendan Neal, director of community relations at Springfield College,
said the college leased a parking lot at the corner of Walnut and Hickory
streets at no cost in order to provide parking for the Brookings Elementary
staff during the emergency. Meehan credited the collaboration of teachers
and administrative staff, as well as the school custodians, for making the
plan a success. 

School counselor Gianna Allentuck said donations, including school
supplies, were received from local residents and from people across the
country.

Meehan said a team of architects and engineers is convening to create a
more permanent school reconstruction plan.

The portable structures – each measuring 750-900 square feet – were
leased by the school district. Meehan said plumbing,electric, heat and air
conditioning are pre-installed in the portable classrooms, which are
equipped with Internet access, white boards and other teaching tools. 

The portable units at Dryden Elementary are expected to cost about
$700,000 for the year, while the two-year lease at Brookings Elementary
could reach $7 million, according to Cavaan, who said the district has
contacted the Massachusetts School Building Authority to seek financial
assistance with construction costs associated with the repairs.

Although the October snowstorm arrived unseasonably early, it did not
hamper plans at Dryden and Brookings. “We got plenty of snow, which
knocked out power, but the storm didn’t affect the timetable at those two
schools,” said Patrick Sullivan, executive director of the city’s Department
of Parks, Buildings and Recreational Management.
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Brookings School fifth graders stand between their new portable classrooms.

Ta'nejah Lowe, Eduardo Almodovar,Tyrese Cameron and Lupita Gonzalez enjoy learning in the portable classrooms.
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The new school year ushered in a changing of the guard at
seven of Springfield Public Schools. 

At the High School of Commerce, Charles A. Grandson IV
assumed the role as principal, charged with revising and
implementing the changes outlined in the school’s redesign plan
for improvement. Changes at the school will include a focus on
strengthening instruction, guidance and the overall school
environment. 

Originally from Washington, D.C., Grandson began his
career in education in 2005. He worked as a history teacher
and teacher leader with the Boston Public Schools at Brook
Farm Academy until 2010. During that time, Grandson
prepared the school for accreditation and revived the school’s
Instructional Leadership Team, among other accomplishments. 

Most recently, Grandson had worked as program director of
history and director of the Ninth-Grade Academy at Boston’s
English High School. There, he initiated and developed a
monitoring system to help support students struggling with
social-emotional and academic issues and served a leadership
role in implementing the Level 4 School’s Strategic Turnaround
Plan. His leadership helped increase the school’s graduation rate
by 6 percent and decrease its drop-out rate by nearly 3 percent. 

Grandson holds a master’s degree in education and a
bachelor’s degree in history from Boston College. He is a
Donovan Urban Teaching Scholar and a 2014 candidate for a
Boston College Educational Leadership doctoral degree.

At STEM Middle Academy, Kathleen R. O’Sullivan was
appointed principal. O’Sullivan had held the position of social
studies supervisor for the district since 2009. Previous to that she
served as the district-wide social studies resources teacher. She
began her career with Springfield Public Schools in 1994 as a
history teacher. O’Sullivan’s contributions to the school district
also include serving on the Race to the Top Curriculum and
Performance Assessment Committee, MCAS Assessment
Development Committee and the district’s Literacy and Common

Core teams. She also helped author the application that won
Kiley Middle School a $2.2 million grant last year and has served
as a leader for the district’s Improvement Framework. 

O’Sullivan holds a master’s degree in education from
Westfield State University and a bachelor’s degree in history
from North Adams College. 

Timothy Allen, who served as assistant principal at Robert F.
Kennedy Middle School last year, was appointed principal of the
new South End Middle School. Allen’s teaching career began in
the Bronx in 2003. He transferred to Springfield Public Schools
in 2004 and served as a sixth-grade language arts teacher until
2007, when he was appointed principal intern at Kiley Middle
School. He later served as assistant principal at Forest Park
Middle School for three years and at Kennedy for one year.

Allen holds a master’s degree in developmental psychology
from Columbia University, a bachelor’s degree from Wheaton
College and a Certificate of Advanced Graduate Studies from
the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. He is currently
pursuing a doctorate’s degree in education at American
International College. 

Lisa Dakin, who began her teaching career with Springfield
Public Schools as a special education teacher in 1989, has
come full circle and is now serving as principal of Milton
Bradley Elementary School.

Dakin moved to Ludlow Public Schools in 2004, where she
served as a principal for the past two years. Her areas of specialty
include math and language learning disabilities. She also served
as a service team facilitator for Ludlow Public Schools and
played a major role in the comprehensive reform of that district,
with a focus on instructional leadership, professional
development, assessments and school environment.

Dakin holds a master’s degree in education from American
International College and undergraduate degree from
Providence College. 

Principal Darcia G. Milner was reassigned from Daniel B.
Brunton Elementary School to Rebecca M. Johnson Elementary
School. Milner has worked for the Springfield Public Schools for
18 years, starting as a para-professional at Warner Elementary
School. She worked for 11 years as a special education teacher at
Johnson Elementary School and served as eighth-grade assistant
principal at Forest Park Middle School from 2005 to 2008. She
had been principal of Brunton School since 2008. 

Milner is a graduate of Project LEAD and holds a master’s
degree in education from Cambridge College and an
undergraduate degree from American International College. She
also holds a Certificate of Advanced Graduate Studies from the
University of Massachusetts at Amherst and an associate’s degree
from Springfield Technical Community College. 

Replacing Milner at Brunton Elementary is assistant principal
Martha F. Stetkiewicz, who was promoted to acting principal.
Stetkiewicz had served as assistant principal since 2007. From
1998 to 2006, she worked as an adjustment counselor at Arthur T.
Talmadge Elementary School. She has also worked as an
investigator and enforcement specialist with the Office for Child
Care Services and as a program supervisor with the Key Program. 

Stetkiewicz holds a master’s degree in integrated studies
from Cambridge College and an undergraduate degree from
Providence College. 

At Thomas M. Balliet School, Shadae D. Thomas was
named principal. Thomas served as the principal resident of
Gardner Pilot Academy for Boston Public Schools last year.
Prior to that, she worked as a fourth-grade teacher at Gardner.
Her teaching career began in 2004 when she taught math,
language arts and social studies to fourth and sixth grade
students in a program administered through Smith College.

Thomas holds a master’s degree in education from Harvard
University and a bachelor’s degree from Smith College. She is
currently pursuing a second master’s degree in education through
the Principal Residency Network at Northeastern University. 

Lisa Dakin is serving as principal of Milton Bradley Elementary School. Charles Grandson has taken the role of principal of Commerce High School.

warm welcome to seven new principals in Springfield



Escobar said that, along with her family, a teacher
named Sheryl Elvira helped her make the successful
transition to English-language classes. “She pushed me
forward. She pushed my father to mainstream me and
then she monitored me to make sure I was making
progress,” Escobar said.

Elvira laid down the law. “Anything less than a ‘C,’ she
said, and you’re coming back,” said Escobar. “Luckily, I
didn’t get a grade below B. She never let me get frustrated.”

She tries to instill in her students the confidence she
had instilled in her. “I let them know that there is
someone who believes in them,” said Escobar.

One of the most challenging aspects about teaching
students in ELL classes is determining when they are
ready to be mainstreamed. “It is most definitely a
balancing act,” Escobar said. “Some students have the
will but not the skills and we have to hold them back a
little bit. Others we have to push a little and help them
feel positive about their abilities.”

Escobar’s father, Gilberto Escobar, is also an ELL
teacher, at Putnam, where he teaches math and science
and coaches volleyball.

This year, the first group of students Escobar taught
when she began back in 2004 will graduate from high
school. Among those students was one with whom she
often battled in her first year as a teacher.

“He came back and apologized to me for his behavior

and said that later he realized I was one of the best
teachers he had,” she said. “That’s when you know you
had an impact on someone.”

Ramos, 28, is in his seventh year as a teacher. He
came to Springfield in 1997 from Puerto Rico as a ninth-
grader and enrolled in the bilingual program at Sci-Tech
High School. He said three teachers at Sci-Tech –
George Kelly, Lourdes Quinones and Samaliv Martinez
— played a key role in his development as a student.

“My goal all along was to become a teacher,” he said.
“Both my parents were teachers and I was lucky to have
strong family support.” 

Ramos graduated from UMass Amherst and now
teaches students who were in the same situation as he
was not so long ago.

“It is definitely most important to understand the kids,
where they came from, and knowing the process they’re
going through,” said Ramos, who talks to students
frequently about the importance of getting good grades,
finishing school, and going on to college. 

“It’s important that I serve as a role model in school,
someone they can follow,” he said. 

Ramos also has found another way to connect with
students, as baseball coach for the Forest Park Middle
School team. It gives him extra time in the afternoon to
reinforce lessons learned during the school day.

“Many of the kids on the team are in the bilingual
program,” he said. “They know they can’t play unless
they have good grades and good conduct.”

BY RICH FAHEY

The reorganization of the
district’s English Language
Learners (ELL) department is
well underway under department
head Dr. Delia Bello-Davila, who
took over in September 2010.

Bello-Davila said changes are
being made be made via a strategic
plan to be spread out over a three-
year window. The 2010-11 school
year was devoted to developing the
infrastructure in the department that
would allow changes to take place.
This school year is seeing the
implementation of changes and
professional development. Next
year the department will review the
outcome of programs and tweak
what is in place.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Alan J. Ingram made overhauling
and improving the district’s ELL
program a priority after a report
from the state Department of
Elementary and Secondary
Education showed that ELL
students — who comprise about 24
percent of district students — were
not meeting progress targets
towards English proficiency,
attainment of English proficiency
or the targets in mathematics or
English Language Arts (ELA).

That led to a study conducted in
conjunction with the Center for
Collaborative Education, which
identified strategies to meet the
state recommendations.

Bello-Davila said her
reorganization plan is addressing
all 24 recommendations in the
status report from the state,
roughly grouped into seven areas.
She described the progress being
made in several areas:

District context and
leadership. Bello-Davila said her
department has been completely
restructured to reflect the needs of
today’s students, with staff
concentrated in the areas of
professional development,
assessment of data management,
curriculum instruction on both the
elementary and secondary levels,
and content instruction.

Identification of ELL
students. Interviews at the time of
student registration determine
what language a child speaks, and
if the child is proficient in that
first language. “Many students are
refugees from war zones and
don’t know any language,

including their own,“ Bello-
Davila said. She said a language
assessment test called LAS will
aid the accurate placement of
students and close gaps in the
entry process.

Annual assessments of
student progress. Bello-Davila
said data-collection systems are in
place now to accurately track
student progress.

Reclassification and transition
to core curriculum. Bello-Davila
will present a thick binder of
proposed ELL policies to the
School Committee early next year
that will also serve as a guidebook
for all future employees. It will also
standardize the requirements
students must meet to transition out
of the program, including passing
the MCAS on the ELL side,
passing the MEPA (Massachusetts
English Proficiency Assessment)
with a score of at least 500, and
participating in the program no
fewer than three years. Schools will
submit candidates with a plan to
succeed in transition and the ELL
office will review the information
to make sure it is correct.

Qualifications and
professional development. “We
believe this is the area where
we’ve had the most success,” said
Bello-Davila. “ Results of our
comprehensive plan should show
almost immediately.” The training
includes ESL certification and
category training needed under
state and federal law to work with
English language learners. Bello-
Davila said 238 teachers received
the training this year and the goal
is to have 75 percent of faculty –
or 796 teachers – trained by the
end of three years.

Family engagement. Bello-
Davila said while the focus on
was on infrastructure last year,
this year families are getting
added attention. As a member of
the ELL task force, the
superintendent’s task force, and
the Springfield Consortium, she
has focused on the needs of
families, especially refugee
families needing the most support.
“We’re looking at GED and ESL
classes for parents,” she said.

Bello-Davila also pointed to the
school within a school at
Commerce High that services the
Somali population and another
program called Literacy Through
the Arts. 

ELL: From Page 1

reorganization of ell
department ongoing

Misael Ramos is an ELL math teacher at Forest Park.

Gilmarie Escobar tries to
instill confidence in all of

her students.

Former ELL students come full 
circle as Springfield ELL teachers
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BY MEAGHAN CASEY

In its second year, the Springfield Parent
Academy is making great strides in its efforts to
empower families and bridge the gap between
home and school. 

A collaborative, community-based initiative, the
academy offers families free educational
opportunities designed to help students succeed
and parents attain their personal and professional
goals. Workshops, one-day seminars and courses
are held at a variety of locations throughout the
city, addressing the issues that parents and families
have stated are important to them. 

Springfield Public Schools partnered with more
than 30 community businesses and organizations
to launch the academy in September 2010. This
year, it added another 10 organizations to the
roster.

During year one, the academy offered more than
80 courses, featured more than 30 guest speakers
and hosted more than 100 events. 

Fall and winter course topics include financial
assistance 101, motivating your child for success,
bedtime stories, generations online and moving
your family from stressed to best, among others.
Certification courses are also available.

For more information, visit
www.springfieldparentacademy.com.
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Parent Academy going strong in second year
Parents who attend the Parent Academy help their children and themselves.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.Alan J. Ingram is a staunch advocate for the Parent Academy.

SAVE THE
DATE 

Thursday, 
Dec. 8

The Springfield Parent
Academy will host an
evening filled with fun,

food and learning at the
Frederick Harris School,

58 Hartford Terrace.

Bring the entire family.

A light dinner will be
served from 5-6 p.m.

Workshops will be held
from 6-7:30.

Child care will be
provided.



Return of Middle School athletics having a positive impact
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Balliet
Shadae Thomas, Principal
52 Rosewell St., 01109
413-787-7446

Beal
Linda Fenlason, Principal
285 Tiffany St., 01108
413-787-7544

Boland
Thomas O’Brien Jr., Principal
426 Armory St., 01104
413-750-2511

Bowles
Thomas Mazza, Principal
24 Bowles Park, 01104
413-787-7334

Bradley
Lisa Dakin, Principal
22 Mulberry St., 01105
413-787-7475

Brightwood
Shalimar Colon, Principal
471 Plainfield St., 01107
413-787-7238

Brookings
Terry Powe, Principal
367 Hancock St., 01105
413-787-7200

Brunton
Martha Stetkiewicz, 

Acting Principal
1801 Parker St., 01128
413-787-7444

DeBerry
Mary Worthy, Principal
670 Union St., 01109
413-787-7582

Dorman
Rhonda Stowell-Lewis, Principal
20 Lydia St., 01109
413-787-7554

Dryden Memorial
Diane Brouillard, Principal
190 Surrey Rd., 01118
413-787-7248

Ells
Dr. Jose Irizarry, Principal
319 Cortland St., 01109
413-787-7345

Freedman
Dr. Gloria Williams, Principal
90 Cherokee Dr., 01109
413-787-7443

Gerena
Diane Gagnon, Principal
200 Birnie Ave., 01107
413-787-7320

Glenwood
Martha Cahillane, Principal
50 Morison Terr., 01104
413-787-7527

Glickman
Martha Kelliher, Principal
120 Ashland Ave., 01119
413-750-2756

Harris
Shannon Collins, Principal
58 Hartford Terrace, 01118
413-787-7254

Homer
Kathleen Sullivan, Principal
43 Homer St., 01109
413-787-7526

Indian Orchard
Deborah Beglane, Principal
95 Milton St., 01151
413-787-7255

Johnson
Darcia Milner, Principal
55 Catharine St., 01109
413-787-6687

Kensington
Margaret Thompson,

Principal
31 Kensington Ave., 01108
413-787-7522

Liberty
Jennifer Montano, Principal
962 Carew St., 01104
413-787-7299

Lincoln
Kristen Hughes, Principal
732 Chestnut St., 01107
413-787-7314

Lynch
Linda Wilson, Principal
315 No. Branch Pwky.,

01119
413-787-7250

Pottenger
Valerie Williams, Principal
1435 Carew St., 01104
413-787-7266

Sumner Avenue
Lisa Bakowski, Principal
45 Sumner Ave., 01108
413-787-7430

Talmadge
Stefania Rascilla, Principal
1395 Allen St., 01118
413-787-7249

Walsh
John Doty, Principal
50 Empress Ct., 01129
413-787-7448

Warner
Dr. Ann Stennet, Principal
493 Parker St., 01129
413-787-7258

Washington
Deanna Suomala, Principal
141 Washington St., 01108
413-787-7551

White Street
Deborah Lantaigne,

Principal
300 White St., 01108
413-787-7543

Zanetti
Tara Christian Clark, Principal
474 Armory St., 01104
413-787-7400

Chestnut Accelerated
Anthony Davila, Principal
355 Plainfield St., 01107
413-750-2333

Duggan
Dr. Joelle Jenkins, Principal
1015 Wilbraham Rd., 01109
413-787-7410

Forest Park
Medina Ali, Principal
Grade 6
91 School St., 01105
413-787-7420
Grade 7
34 Kopernick St., 01151
413-787-7421
Grade 8
1015 Wilbraham Rd, 01109
413-787-7422

Kennedy
Bonnie Osgood, Principal
1385 Berkshire Ave., 01151
413-787-7510

Kiley
Kenneth Luce, Co-Principal
Alyson Lingsch, Co-Principal
180 Cooley St., 01128
413-787-7240

South End
Timothy Allen, Principal
36 Margaret St., 01105
413-750-2442

STEM
Kathleen O’Sullivan, Principal
60 Alton St., 01109
413-787-6750

Van Sickle
Cheryl DeSpirt, Principal
1170 Carew St., 01104
413-750-2887

Renaissance
Dr. Stephen Mahoney, Principal
1170 Carew St., 01104
413-750-2929

Central
Thaddeus Tokarz, Principal
1840 Roosevelt Ave., 01109
413-787-7085

Commerce
Charles Grandson IV, Principal
415 State St., 01105
413-787-7220

Putnam
Gilbert Traverso, Principal
1300 State St., 01109
413-787-7424

Sci-Tech
Ira Brown, Principal
1250 State St., 01109
413-750-2000

Dr. Alex Gillat, Exec. Director
413-335-5127
Dr. Mary Anne Morris, 

Chief of Pupil Services
413-787-7176

Springfield Public Day Elem.
Lisa Pereira, Asst. Principal
34 Nye St., 01104
413-886-5100

Springfield Public Day
Middle

Rhonda Jacobs, 
Asst. Principal

118 Alden St., 01109
413-787-7261

Springfield Public Day High 
Walter Welch, Asst. Principal
90 Berkshire St., 01151
413-787-7036

Liberty Preparatory Acad.
Michael Ellis, Asst. Principal
334 Franklin St., 01104
413-750-2484

Early College High
School

Dwight Hall, Asst.Principal
Holyoke Community College
413-552-2176

Gateway to College
Vivian Ostrowski, Acting Dir.
Holyoke Community College
413-552-2370

Balliet Middle School
Sarita Graveline, 

Asst. Principal
111 Seymour Ave., 01109
413-787-7284

Springfield High School
Matthew Bean, Asst. Principal
140A Wilbraham Ave., 01109
413-787-7285

Student Attendance
Resource Center

Francisco Anelo, 
Asst. Principal

140A Wilbraham Ave., 01109
413-787-6795

ELEMENTARY
SCHOOLS

K-8 SCHOOL

MIDDLE
SCHOOLS

HIGH SCHOOLS

ALTERNATIVE
SCHOOLS

BY KEVIN DOYLE

After an absence of more than a decade,
middle-school sports programs were re-
introduced throughout Springfield last fall and
have continued to gain in popularity this year,
according to Athletic Director Mike Martin.

“This is the second year of the program
and I believe it to be very important,” said
Martin, Springfield’s athletic director since
2002. “I believe in keeping kids busy after
school. With video games and technology,
I’m not sure kids today are getting the proper
exercise, and having activities after school
allows them to get that. They’re also learning
about teamwork as well as providing a
feeder system for our high school teams.”

Boys and girls at each of the city’s 10
middle schools have the option to play
soccer in the fall, basketball in the winter
and volleyball in the spring. Between 400
and 500 students participated in soccer last

year and approximately 300 each took part in
basketball and volleyball. Funding is
included in the annual school budget.

“These are low-cost sports. It’s pretty
much the cost of uniforms
and balls since we have the
access to gyms and fields,”
Martin noted.

Each season begins with
intramural programs open
to all students who want to
take part. After roughly a
month, coaches select the
school team rosters based
on individual performance
throughout intramurals.
Those teams then play a nine-
game intra-city schedule. 

“It seems like middle-school
sports have been in and out for years.
We always had them when I was coaching
back in the ’70s, then they were out during
most of the ’80s [due to Prop. 2½ cuts]. They

returned in the early ’90s but were cut again in
’99 and were out until last year,” said Martin.

As is the case at the high-school level,
students must pass a physical and

maintain passing grades in order to
play. With more than 1,000

participants district-wide
during the 2010-11 school
year, the numbers support
Martin’s assessment that
“participation has been
outstanding.”

“These programs have
helped create a great

atmosphere and pride around
all the schools,” he said. “The

parents have been great
showing their support and some
of them have even stepped in

and helped out with the coaching.”
The long-term effect of the return of middle

school programs is already being seen at the
high-school. Martin said several freshmen who

played middle-school soccer last fall have been
key contributors to the city’s high school teams
this fall. Four Springfield teams qualified for
the MIAA tournament: Commerce boys, Sci-
Tech boys, Central girls and Renaissance girls. 

“Soccer was very strong here in the 1960s
and ’70s but the interest had really waned,
especially in recent years. We only had one team
qualify for the Western Mass. Tournament last
year but this year we had four. There’s definitely
a renewed interest in soccer,” Martin said. 

Finally, Martin firmly believes the impact
of athletic participation on an individual
extends well beyond the field, and lessons
learned can be applied throughout one’s life.

“I think athletics provide a lot of lessons
for kids. They learn about commitment and
teamwork. They learn the importance of
academics and of keeping your grades up so
you can play. You learn values that can help
you succeed later in life,” Martin said. “It
just becomes a culture and a way of life at a
younger age.”

Athletics 
provide a lot 

of lessons for kids.
They learn values

that can help 
them succeed 

later in 
life.

SPRINGFIELD SCHOOL directory
6-12 SCHOOL
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1170 Carew St., 01104
413-750-2887

Renaissance
Dr. Stephen Mahoney, Principal
1170 Carew St., 01104
413-750-2929

Central
Thaddeus Tokarz, Principal
1840 Roosevelt Ave., 01109
413-787-7085

Commerce
Charles Grandson IV, Principal
415 State St., 01105
413-787-7220

Putnam
Gilbert Traverso, Principal
1300 State St., 01109
413-787-7424

Sci-Tech
Ira Brown, Principal
1250 State St., 01109
413-750-2000

Dr. Alex Gillat, Exec. Director
413-335-5127
Dr. Mary Anne Morris, 

Chief of Pupil Services
413-787-7176

Springfield Public Day Elem.
Lisa Pereira, Asst. Principal
34 Nye St., 01104
413-886-5100

Springfield Public Day
Middle

Rhonda Jacobs, 
Asst. Principal

118 Alden St., 01109
413-787-7261

Springfield Public Day High 
Walter Welch, Asst. Principal
90 Berkshire St., 01151
413-787-7036

Liberty Preparatory Acad.
Michael Ellis, Asst. Principal
334 Franklin St., 01104
413-750-2484

Early College High
School

Dwight Hall, Asst.Principal
Holyoke Community College
413-552-2176

Gateway to College
Vivian Ostrowski, Acting Dir.
Holyoke Community College
413-552-2370

Balliet Middle School
Sarita Graveline, 

Asst. Principal
111 Seymour Ave., 01109
413-787-7284

Springfield High School
Matthew Bean, Asst. Principal
140A Wilbraham Ave., 01109
413-787-7285

Student Attendance
Resource Center

Francisco Anelo, 
Asst. Principal

140A Wilbraham Ave., 01109
413-552-6495

ELEMENTARY
SCHOOLS

K-8 SCHOOL

MIDDLE
SCHOOLS

HIGH SCHOOLS

ALTERNATIVE
SCHOOLS

BY KEVIN DOYLE

After an absence of more than a decade,
middle-school sports programs were re-
introduced throughout Springfield last fall and
have continued to gain in popularity this year,
according to Athletic Director Mike Martin.

“This is the second year of the program
and I believe it to be very important,” said
Martin, Springfield’s athletic director since
2002. “I believe in keeping kids busy after
school. With video games and technology,
I’m not sure kids today are getting the proper
exercise, and having activities after school
allows them to get that. They’re also learning
about teamwork as well as providing a
feeder system for our high school teams.”

Boys and girls at each of the city’s 10
middle schools have the option to play
soccer in the fall, basketball in the winter
and volleyball in the spring. Between 400
and 500 students participated in soccer last

year and approximately 300 each took part in
basketball and volleyball. Funding is
included in the annual school budget.

“These are low-cost sports. It’s pretty
much the cost of uniforms
and balls since we have the
access to gyms and fields,”
Martin noted.

Each season begins with
intramural programs open
to all students who want to
take part. After roughly a
month, coaches select the
school team rosters based
on individual performance
throughout intramurals.
Those teams then play a nine-
game intra-city schedule. 

“It seems like middle-school
sports have been in and out for years.
We always had them when I was coaching
back in the ’70s, then they were out during
most of the ’80s [due to Prop. 2½ cuts]. They

returned in the early ’90s but were cut again in
’99 and were out until last year,” said Martin.

As is the case at the high-school level,
students must pass a physical and

maintain passing grades in order to
play. With more than 1,000

participants district-wide
during the 2010-11 school
year, the numbers support
Martin’s assessment that
“participation has been
outstanding.”

“These programs have
helped create a great

atmosphere and pride around
all the schools,” he said. “The

parents have been great
showing their support and some
of them have even stepped in

and helped out with the coaching.”
The long-term effect of the return of middle

school programs is already being seen at the
high-school. Martin said several freshmen who

played middle-school soccer last fall have been
key contributors to the city’s high school teams
this fall. Four Springfield teams qualified for
the MIAA tournament: Commerce boys, Sci-
Tech boys, Central girls and Renaissance girls. 

“Soccer was very strong here in the 1960s
and ’70s but the interest had really waned,
especially in recent years. We only had one team
qualify for the Western Mass. Tournament last
year but this year we had four. There’s definitely
a renewed interest in soccer,” Martin said. 

Finally, Martin firmly believes the impact
of athletic participation on an individual
extends well beyond the field, and lessons
learned can be applied throughout one’s life.

“I think athletics provide a lot of lessons
for kids. They learn about commitment and
teamwork. They learn the importance of
academics and of keeping your grades up so
you can play. You learn values that can help
you succeed later in life,” Martin said. “It
just becomes a culture and a way of life at a
younger age.”

Athletics 
provide a lot 

of lessons for kids.
They learn values

that can help 
them succeed 

later in 
life.

SPRINGFIELD SCHOOL directory
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Students at the Sumner Avenue
Elementary School exhibited
photos they took in Forest Park
last spring.The photographs
were exhibited in the Grace
Chapel at the Trinity United
Methodist Church on Sumner
Avenue.The project was made
possible through a United
Methodist Church and Sumner
Avenue School partnership.

Mary M. Lynch Elementary
School won a $4,160 grant to
build a SMART/lab for advanced
learning in science and math.

Milton Bradley Elementary
School has launched a fifth-
grade Tech Team that trains
students to help their peers and
teachers with Microsoft Word.
Microsoft Power Point training
will soon get underway.

Nutrition has taken a front seat
for thousands of elementary
students this year as 15 schools
deploy more than $500,000 to
provide a variety of healthy
fruits and vegetables to
students each day.The
additional fruits and vegetables
in these schools build on other
Sodexo-based programs
throughout the district.

Mayor Domenic Sarno,
Superintendent Dr.Alan J.
Ingram and the entire School
Committee honored Forest
Park Middle School student
Demetrius Faust. Faust,
whose home was destroyed by
fire, has been recognized for his
heroism in helping his family
and fellow tenants to escape
the burning home.

The Washington Post has
recognized Central High
School as one of the top
academic high schools in the
U.S., citing the school’s
extraordinary commitment to
preparing students for college
as a key factor.

The Magnet Schools of America
(MSA) recognized the
Springfield Renaissance
School with the Magnet School
of Excellence Award, the highest
award given by MSA, citing the
school’s commitment to high
academic standards, curriculum
innovation, diversity, specialized
teaching staffs, and parent and
community involvement.

Japanese, Chinese and American
cultures were celebrated at the
High School of Science and
Technology. A Japanese
student delegation visited a
Chinese class at the school.The
visiting students entertained the
Springfield students with the
Yasakoi dance, a style that
combines Japanese traditional
dance movements and modern
music. Students from Sci-Tech
performed songs learned in
their Chinese class.The groups
discussed the similarities and
differences of their cultures and
exchanged gifts.

Students from Springfield Public
Day High School won a first
place for their entry in the
annual Scarecrow Contest held
by Randall’s Farm in Ludlow.The
students’ entry, a 6-foot “tree
man” scarecrow fashioned out of
wood, bark and other natural
materials, earned the title of
Most Original.

The First Workforce Solutions
Group awarded Springfield
Public Schools, Square One,
Roger L. Putnam Vocational
Technical High School, the
Regional Employment Board of
Hampden County,

Massachusetts Department of
Early Education and Care,
FUTUREWORKS Career
Center,Western Massachusetts
Electric Company and Bank of
America with the 2011 Youth
Workforce Training Program
of the Year award. In 2009, the
agencies worked collaboratively
to design and implement a
career development and job
readiness program for Putnam
students enrolled in the early
education and care program.

Springfield Public Schools partnered
with the City of Springfield in a
fundraising effort to support the
third annual Pink and Denim
Breast Cancer Awareness
Fundraiser for the Rays of Hope
Foundation.The City of
Springfield and Springfield Public
Schools raised $3,596.20 this year
for Breast Cancer Research.

Read! Reading Success by 4th
Grade is a community-wide
initiative that engages families,
K-12 school, early care and
education providers, local
businesses, the faith-based
community, libraries,
pediatricians, local housing
organizations, the court system
and local government in the
movement to improve early
literacy proficiency among
Springfield’s children.

Initiated by the SIS Fund at the
Community Foundation of
Western Massachusetts, with
leadership by the Irene E. &
George A. Davis Foundation, the
collaboration also includes
representation from the
Berkshire Bank Foundation, the
Beveridge Family Foundation,
MassMutual Financial Group,
People’s United Bank,TD Bank
Foundation, and the United Way
of the Pioneer Valley. The
Funder Collaborative
recently announced its early
progress toward the goal of
raising $1.5 million.

The school district recognized
Lynch, Ells, Zanetti,
Pottenger, Brightwood,
Walsh, Liberty, Dryden and
Glenwood schools for their
commitment to parental, family
and community engagement. In
addition to the schools, 130
parent leaders from throughout
the district were recognized for
their positive contributions to
the education of their children
and their overall commitment
to Springfield Public Schools.

More than 30 community
members and leaders got a
first-hand glimpse at the fast-
paced world of a school
principal when they participated
in SPS Principal for a Day.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

HIGH SCHOOLS

MIDDLE SCHOOLS

DISTRICTWIDE

PINKNEY: From Page 16

AROUND SPRINGFIELD public SCHOOLS

“He’s just very quick. He hits the hole fast and he runs fearless. He has all
the tools as a back and can do whatever it takes to make a defender miss. He
played great for us at the start of last year but he’s definitely stepped it up
and taken it to a different level this year,” said Putnam Coach Lou Malvezzi.

Pinkney credited his breakout season to hard work put in by the entire
team during the summer and crisp execution during games.

“We all worked so hard in the off-season, doing all the little things. It’s
shown during the season – everyone’s playing well, our line, our receivers,
our quarterback. That makes it easier for me,” he said. 

Putnam utilizes multiple offensive sets and Pinkney prefers taking direct
handoffs with the quarterback positioned under center. But, he agreed the
spread gives him a little more time to see running lanes open up.

Malvezzi said Pinkney has handled the inevitable attention quite well.
“He’s a really great kid and he’s been fine with it. He’s not worried about

the attention – his focus is on the team being successful. He wants to win and
he’ll do whatever it takes for the team to succeed,” said Malvezzi.

“I think I’ve handled it pretty well. I’m a pretty humble guy and I just
want to thank everyone who’s taken the time to interview me and to write
about me,” Pinkney said. “I want to thank our coaches who work so hard day
in and day out to put together game plans for us. And I want to thank God for
giving us the brotherhood and the ability to play together as a team.”

Colleges have taken notice. Pinkney wants to play at the highest possible
level but has no particular preference. There’s only one stipulation.

“I’m just waiting to see who offers me a free education because education
is the most important thing. The level of competition is the next most
important thing to me. I’m a team guy, so wherever they want me to play I’ll
move to that position and play,” he said.

Putnam running back
takes game to new level

Education is the most important
thing to Putnam running back

Melquawn Pinkney.
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Putnam star
running back
takes his game to
a higher level
BY KEVIN DOYLE

The video-game-type numbers amassed by
Putnam Vocational senior running back Melquawn
Pinkney this season are both off-the-charts silly and
difficult to quantify – by any metric.

Through the first nine games of the season, the
mercurial 5’ 9”, 165-pound running back was
leading Massachusetts with 186 points and had
rushed for 2,013 yards, averaging more than nine
yards per carry. He burst into state-wide and
national prominence on Sept. 23 when he
exploded for a Western Mass.
single-game rushing
record of 421
yards and six
touchdowns
in a 66-0
dismantling
of Agawam.

At that
time the state
record for
rushing yards in a
game was 425, set by
Brandon Guy of Lynn
English. It has since been broken by Cody Titus of
St. Bernard’s in Fitchburg, who ran for 436 yards.

“When I broke that (Western Mass.) record, I
jumped into a zone in the first quarter and I just ran
with it,” Pinkney said. It’s small wonder that
Putnam had rolled to a 9-0 record heading into a
showdown with West Springfield for the Suburban
League title, and had clinched a post-season berth.

The Agawam avalanche constitutes a healthy
season for most high school backs. In Pinkney’s
case, it kicked off a four-game stretch during
which he piled up 1,332 yards and 21
touchdowns. Through the first nine games, he had
eclipsed 200 yards five times this season.

This type of performance was not entirely
unexpected. Pinkney showcased his ability as a
junior, taking over as the primary back as a junior and
finishing with nearly 1,200 yards and 11 touchdowns. 

Blessed with the speed to run away from the
pack, Pinkney is both shifty enough to dance
around would-be tacklers and powerful enough to
run through them.

See PINKNEY Page 15

We all 
worked so hard 
in the off-season,

doing all the 
little things.

Melquawn Pinkney is shifty enough to
dance around would-be tacklers and

powerful enough to run through them.
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