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with Christian Burt
in science class.

Mucciarone sets
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BY

Marian Division teacher
brings science to life
BY

MEAGHAN CASEY

Student-constructed bridges,
machines and roller coasters
adorn the shelves of Jeff
Morrison’s classroom, where it
is not unusual for the popular
science teacher to be spotted
on the floor, with glue and
popsicle sticks in hand, or
roaming from desk to desk in
attempt to fully engage every

one of his students.
“I try to make it as hands-on
as possible, keeping them
involved and interested,” he said.
Morrison, who is in his first
year at St. Mary’s, is
overseeing the science
curriculum for the school’s
Marian Division (grades 6-8).
He has 22 years’ experience
teaching at the middle-school
level, most recently in the

Derry and Windham, N.H.
public school districts. He is
enjoying the transition to a
private school setting.
“When I first sat down with
Michele [Durgin, dean of
students], she emphasized the
family atmosphere,” said
Morrison. “And she was right.
Between the smaller class
sizes and the intimacy of how
people interact, I couldn’t

have landed in a better spot.”
As a parent of an 11-year-old,
he can easily relate to the parents
of his students and appreciates
the level of family engagement
that St. Mary’s fosters.
“My son is my universe,” he
said. “I know how important it
is for parents to be part of the
educational process, and the
parents and kids here are very
invested in their futures.”
Hailing from a family of
educators, Morrison was
raised in Wethersfield, Conn.
His mother worked as an
administrator in the schools

See MORRISON Page 3

MEAGHAN CASEY

Soccer standout Jennie Mucciarone knows a thing
or two about attaining goals, on and off the field.
A North Reading native, Mucciarione came to St.
Mary’s last year as a freshman, and earned a varsity
spot on the soccer, basketball and softball teams –
capturing the MIAA Division 3 state championship
in basketball and the Div. 3 North title in softball.
“Sports were a major part of my reasoning to
come here, but I also wanted a smaller school,” said
Mucciarione, who has excelled academically,
consistently ranking within the top 10 in her class.
This year, as a sophomore, Mucciarione was
instrumental in leading the girls soccer team to the
Div. 3 North final, where they lost, 5-1, to
Georgetown. The Spartans had wrapped up their
regular season with a 2-0 victory over Arlington
Catholic – with Mucciarone scoring both goals –

See MUCCIARONE Page 3
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“Be it known to all
who enter here that
Christ is the reason
for this school.
He is the unseen but
ever-present teacher
in its classes.
He is the model of
its faculty and the
DR. RAYMOND
inspiration of its
A. BASTARACHE students.”

Dean of Students

Michael MacNeil
Director of Institutional
Advancement
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This bold pronouncement is posted on the wall
outside my office on the second floor in
McGlinchey Hall, and from what some of our
veteran teachers have told me, is also prominently
displayed in Catholic schools across the country.
From my viewpoint, it should be.

Catholic schools are a critical part of the
saving mission of the church. For me personally,
it serves as a strong reminder that the head of
school, our principal Mr. DiMaiti, and all the
dedicated administrators and teachers who work
at St. Mary’s have a responsibility to ensure
“truth in advertising” so that all who come to
work at St. Mary’s – teachers, students,
directors, secretaries, or maintenance staff –
understand that without a doubt Christ is the
reason for the school.
The major story on campus is the creation of
the new Marian Division with the addition of
grade six. We have 29 enrolled students in two
classrooms. Twenty-six of the 29 students were
enrolled in public schools last year, and they come
from eight communities: Gloucester, Lynn,
Lynnfield, Nahant, Malden, Peabody, Salem and
Saugus. Four students have siblings at the school.

Grade seven has 17 students enrolled, 10 from
public schools, six from Catholic schools and one
other. These seventh-graders come from Chelsea,
East Boston, Gloucester, Lynn, Marblehead,
Nahant, Salem and Saugus.
The class of 2015 is 118 strong from 14 cities
and towns. What is very significant about this
class is that 38 percent are receiving some form of
academic scholarship. Fourteen cities or town are
represented in the class: Beverly, Danvers, East
Boston, Georgetown, Lynn, Malden, Nahant,
Peabody, Revere, Salem, Swampscott and
Winthrop. Twenty-three students were enrolled in
public schools as eighth-graders, 93 in Catholic
schools and one other.
Love God. Do your best. Take care of one
another.
Dr. Raymond A. Bastarache is Head of School.

Katie Dearing
Assistant Director of Advancement

St. Mary’s High School
35 Tremont St.
Lynn, MA 01902
781-586-2067
kdearing@smhlynn.org
PRODUCED BY:

Grant Communications
781-598-8200
gccg@grantgroup.com
www.grantgroup.com

College application process is moving quickly
The first grading term
has come to an end.
While all of us marvel at
the speed with which the
quarter has passed, I’m
amazed at the amount of
work the senior class and
our guidance department
is doing as a result of the
CARL A.
college application
DIMAITI
process.
Deadlines, deadlines and more deadlines as the
first due date of Nov. 1 has already come and
gone with dozens of transcripts, applications, and
recommendations flowing out. Decisions need to
be made early in the school year. Teachers, who

already carry immense responsibility, must create
thoughtful and personal recommendations.
Students must weigh the positive and negative
implications of applying early.
The next deadline is Dec. 1, then Dec. 15, then
Jan. 2. Multiply 140 seniors by an average of five
applications each and the resulting number
demonstrates the amount of work that is required
every fall and early winter. Our college counselors,
Mr. Coleman and Mr. Sarro, along with
administrative assistant Pat Marini, somehow
manage to keep everything flowing right up until
the last deadline has passed.
After a slight lull in January, students begin to
receive notifications of acceptance – at first just a
few and then a torrent right up until the most

herren unguarded in relating his
story of basketball and addiction
BY PAUL HALLORAN
It can't happen to me.
That's what Chris Herren would think when
he sat in assemblies such as the one held at St.
Mary's Nov. 14. A speaker would warn students
of the dangers of getting involved with drugs
and alcohol, and Herren would think of better
things he could be doing with his time.
Times change.
On Nov. 14, it was Herren doing the talking
and the St. Mary's student body listening. Just a
few weeks after ESPN Films featured Herren in a
gripping documentary - “Unguarded” - about how
much his life has been impacted by addiction,
Herren told his story to a captive audience.
It began his freshman year at BC, where he
was a highly recruited basketball star from
Durfee High in Fall River. He recalled walking
into a dorm room and seeing lines of cocaine
on a desk. He turned to leave when a female
student told him to try it, it wouldn't hurt him.
“I had never done cocaine before," Herren
said. "I had no idea it was going to take 14
years to stop hurting.”

Herren told the SMH students how he
eventually got thrown out of BC for failing three
drug tests, and how he got a second chance at
Fresno State, where his career was interrupted by a
forced stay at a rehabilitation clinic in Utah
after he failed too many drug tests there, too.
He was drafted in the second round by the
Denver Nuggets, and in his rookie year two
veteran players took him under their wing
and made sure he did not relapse - to the
point of not allowing him to go out alone on
road trips. “That was probably the best
season I ever had,” Herren said. “For the
first time in my life I was hanging out with
guys who cared about my well-being.”
After one year in Denver, Herren's dream
came true – a trade to the hometown Boston
Celtics – but it quickly turned into a
nightmare. By that point, he had become
addicted to Oxycontin, spending thousands
of dollars a day to feed his habit.
Herren talked about his first home game with
the Celtics, a celebratory evening with many
friends and family in the crowd. He was in no
mood to celebrate, however, when his drug

anticipated deadline, April 1. The first of April is
the day many of the highly competitive colleges
and universities notify students about acceptance.
As a principal I am both thrilled by the
acceptances and mystified by the rejections. It is
not uncommon for a student to be accepted for
admission at a “reach” school and wait-listed at
one we felt confident would grant acceptance.
The next few months are certainly busy for
staff and seniors alike but overriding all this
activity is our desire to find the best college fit
for all members of our graduating class.
Stay tuned for the final results.
Carl A. DiMaiti is principal of St. Mary’s High
School.

dealer called to tell him he was stuck in traffic
and might not make it to the Boston Garden
(then known as the FleetCenter) before the
game started. Herren told him he would not be
able to play if he did not get the pills.
“So with six minutes left in the warm-ups,
I went out the back door and stood in the
parking lot waiting for my dealer, while
thousands of people were filing in to watch me
play,” he said.
Herren injured his shoulder halfway through
the year and that was the end of his Celtics
career. He played for several years overseas Italy, Turkey, Iran, Poland - and at each stop
did whatever necessary to obtain drugs,
eventually becoming addicted to heroin. He
did not hit rock bottom until he came back to
the U.S., passing out behind a convenience
store in Modesto, Calif., walking down the
middle of the highway hoping to get hit, and,
eventually, overdosing in Fall River and being
pronounced dead, only to be revived in the
ambulance on the way to the hospital.
Along the way, he got married and had three
children, the youngest of whom was born in
2008 when Herren was 40 days into a treatment
program. He left to come home for the birth of his
child - and ended up shooting heroin the same
night. When he returned, someone at the clinic told
him the best thing he could do was call his wife
and tell her she would never see him again.

Chris Herren delivered a powerful
message to St. Mary’s students.
Herren almost made that call, but instead
he got on his knees and prayed, asking God
for help in becoming a better father and
husband. On Aug. 1, 2008, Herren embraced
sobriety, and he has remained clean since.
“I think of all the assemblies I sat in and
laughed at the speaker,” he said. “I didn't
realize how dangerous drugs could be until I
was going to a pawn shop to sell my kid's
X-Box to get $40 to buy heroin. The choices
you make today will make you.”

Why
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St. Mary’s?

I chose St. Mary’s because
when I went to the Open
House the teachers were
really nice. So far the classes
are fun. I love all of my
teachers. I have new friends
and the environment is
great. I am glad I’m going to
be a Spartan for seven years!

I chose St. Mary’s because I had gone
to Catholic school my whole life and I knew
SMH was the best choice to continue to
practice my faith and succeed academically.
Athletics have always been a huge part of
my life, and knowing St. Mary’s had a
successful history in sports
made the choice even less
difficult. The family
environment helped me fit
right in, and now that I am
part of it, I can’t imagine
myself anywhere else!

For me
there is no
other choice!
I love the
small
environment,
the outstanding education and
the sports are tremendous. The
staff truly cares about us and we
are treated like family. I am a
proud Spartan.
Brianna Rudolph ’14

Sophia Holmes ’15

Eric Walter, Grade 6

Morrison keeps
students engaged
MORRISON: from Page 1
and his father was a professor at the University of
Connecticut. He and his sister, who is a teacher in
Merrimac, N.H., both followed suit.
Although his family certainly had an influence on
his career path, Morrison acknowledges the decision
was also shaped by his own experience as a student.
“I was a pretty hyper kid and my third-grade
teacher was able to recognize that and make me feel
like a valued part of the classroom,” he said. “I
wanted to be able to do that for other students.
There are so many different ways that kids learn;
my goal is to strike a chord with each one of them.”

Mucciarone sets
and scores goals
MUCCIARONE: from Page 1
improving to 12-5-1 and 7-4-1 in the Catholic Central
League. Mucciarone came through with a goal in the
first-round of the tournament, helping the Spartans to
shut out Excel High School, 12-0, and again with two
minutes to go in the quarter-finals, sealing a 3-1 win
over Greater Lowell. She also scored a key first-half
goal in the semi-final match-up against Woburn.
Earlier in the season, Mucciarone was named
MVP of the Lynn City Invitational Tournament. She
scored the only goal of the day, allowing St. Mary’s
to defeat Lynn Classical 1-0 and claim the win. It
was the Spartans’ fifth title in six years.
Mucciarone also excels in golf, tennis and
swimming and finds time for community service
through Rachel’s Challenge. She says the positive
environment at St. Mary’s has played a role in
helping her reach her full potential.
“The people here – my teachers, coaches,
teammates – have helped me to succeed and do
things to the best of my ability,” she said.

WHERE IN
THE WORLD?

SMH students attend
World Youth Day
BY MEAGHAN CASEY
For many teens, the opportunity to travel abroad is a unique
privilege. For St. Mary’s students Robert Dee and Megan
Stacey, an encounter with the Holy Father made it a once-in-alifetime experience.
Dee, a senior from Salem, and Stacey, a junior from
Marblehead, were two of 19 from their parish, Immaculate
Conception in Salem, and 500 from the Archdiocese of Boston
to attend World Youth Day. The event was held Aug. 16-21 in
Madrid, with more than one million in attendance.
“It was incredible to be there and to absorb the culture,” said Stacey.
The event, which is typically celebrated every third year in a
different country, is an important part of the legacy of Pope John
Paul II and his dedication to engaging youth. During this year’s
pilgrimage, Dee and Stacey had the opportunity to travel with
Cardinal Seán O’Malley and other members of the Archdiocese of
Boston and participate in an array of spiritual and cultural
activities in the days leading up to Pope Benedict XVI’s arrival.
“What I took home from it was how universal the Catholic
Church is,” said Dee. “You were there with another million people,
from all different walks of life, praying with you and for you.”
“The prayer vigil with the Pope was the most powerful
experience,” said Stacey, referring to the Saturday night vigil at
Cuatro Vientos airbase. “There were massive thunderstorms that
day and it was incredibly hot, but despite all of the hardships, it
was an extremely moving experience. There were so many
Catholics from all over the world together in this one city, on
this one night, sharing the same faith.”
Dee and Stacey were accompanied by Chris Carmody, who is
in his second year teaching religion at St. Mary’s. He also is the
youth minister and coordinator of religious education at
Immaculate Conception. Carmody had attended World Youth
Day in Toronto in 2002 and in Sydney in 2008, but this was his
first trip as a leader. “It was awesome to be able to watch the

Megan Stacey and Robert Dee loved their experience at
World Youth Day in Madrid.
kids experience it,” he said.
Both Dee and Stacey have been actively involved with youth
ministry at Immaculate Conception and campus ministry at St.
Mary’s, participating in the annual Walk for Life, the 30-hour
famine and Rachel’s Challenge.
“Having these opportunities gives you a sense of meaning
and fulfillment in your life,” said Stacey.
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Mosakowski Family
Foundation has committed
$2.2 million since June
BY

Cardinal Seán O’Malley came to St. Mary’s to thank Jane and Bill Mosakowski for their generous support of scholarships for St. Mary’s students.

Champions among us
Cardinal Seán and the Mosakowskis received a warm welcome from St. Mary’s students, including, from left,Taylor Faieta,Amanda Donohoe, Nina Murray, Christina Mignosa, Hannah McCormack and Naomi Ronquillo.

MEAGHAN CASEY

Cheers erupted from the signbearing students lining the entryways
and halls of St. Mary’s on Oct. 17 as
Cardinal Seán P. O’Malley arrived on
campus, making a special visit to
honor a man and woman whose
generosity knows no bounds.
For the past decade, William
Mosakowski, president and CEO of
Boston-based Public Consulting
Group, Inc. (PCG), and his wife, Jane,
have been one of the area’s strongest
supporters of Catholic education,
particularly at St. Mary’s. Through the
Mosakowski Family Foundation, they
have offered tuition assistance,
supported professional development
and funded a summer-readiness
program for incoming freshmen.
In June, they committed $1 million
to establish the Rev. Monsignor Paul V.
Garrity Scholarship Fund. The funds
are being annually awarded to St.
Mary’s students to meet existing need
for tuition assistance and related
educational expenses.
During Cardinal Seán’s visit, the
Mosakowskis announced a gift of
another $1.2 million to benefit
Catholic schools in Gloucester, Lynn,
Lowell and Peabody. In addition to St.
Mary’s, the schools benefitting from
the grant are St. Jeanne d’Arc in
Lowell, St. Ann in Gloucester, St. John
the Baptist in Peabody, St. Pius V in
Lynn and Sacred Heart in Lynn. Any
student from St. Pius V, Sacred Heart
and St. John’s who wishes to attend St.
Mary’s for high school will be given a
$1,000 scholarship, which is
guaranteed for all four years of their
attendance.
The most recent gift will also fund
technology upgrades, formative
assessments to improve student
achievement, a new early childhood
program and professional development
for middle-school science teachers.
“Bill and Jane give much of their
time, treasure and talent to
strengthening and enhancing Catholic
education,” said Cardinal Seán. “It is a
great joy to thank them for this
wonderful gift in support of Catholic
schools in the Archdiocese.”
The donation came about as a result
of Mosakowski’s role in leading a team
to evaluate the financial health of 80
elementary schools throughout the
archdiocese. He personally visited 70
of those schools and was inspired by

what he saw. He also donated staff and
resources to compile data, which Mary
Grassa O’Neil, secretary for
education/superintendent of Catholic
schools, estimated to be the equivalent
of a seven-figure gift as well.
“The Mosakowski Family
Foundation leads by example and we
are very fortunate to have them as our
partner,” said Grassa O’Neil.
Mosakowski, who wished to avoid
fanfare, was gracious about the
praising remarks and the warm
reception from the student body.
“It’s truly a humbling and wonderful
honor to be here today,” said
Mosakowski. “It’s inspiring to come
into these schools. Thank you for the
efforts you’re making in your
communities – whether it’s on the
North Shore or Lowell – instilling the
values to mold great citizens.”
A native of Grafton, Mass.,
Mosakowski became a parishioner of
St. Mary’s after he and his wife moved
to Lynn in 1982. The couple’s children,
Rachel (a graduate of Holy Cross) and
Nicholas (a Boston College graduate),
were both baptized at the church. The
family moved to Swampscott in 1991,
remaining active in the parish.
“I personally could never fully
express my deep, deep gratitude to the
Mosakowskis,” said Principal Carl A.
DiMaiti. “So many students, without
their help, wouldn’t be here today.”
Todd Collier, a senior, is one of
those students.
“My life changed on so many levels
after coming to St. Mary’s,” said
Collier. “Academically, I’ve developed
the skills to attend and succeed in
college. I’ve developed leadership
skills on the athletic field, and I’ve
come to know the value of service and
built a relationship with God.”
Head of School Dr. Raymond A.
Bastarache ’65 commended the
Mosakowskis for the role they have
played in providing countless
opportunities for young men and
women just like Collier to receive a
quality, Catholic education.
“One hundred thirty years ago, the
Lord blessed the city of Lynn when He
chose to build this school,” said
Bastarache, “and He continues to bless
us with generous donors like Bill and
Jane Mosakowski, who believe in our
mission, understand the work that we
do and support it. I cannot overstate
the impact they have had. They truly
are champions of Catholic education.”

St. Mary’s pastor Rev. Brian Flynn greets Cardinal Seán P. O’Malley.

From left, Cardinal Seán O’Malley greets sophomore Carol DiMaiti and her father,
St. Mary’s Principal Carl DiMaiti.

The Mosakowskis and Cardinal Seán with senior Todd Collier, a scholarship recipient.
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Katie Dearing joins
Institutional Advancement
BY MIKE MACNEIL
Director of Institutional Advancement
St. Mary’s has welcomed Katie Dearing to
the school and to the Office of Institutional
Advancement as the new Assistant Director
for Advancement, Annual Programs.
Dearing, a graduate of the College of
the Holy Cross who lives in Boston,
comes to St. Mary’s after having worked
most recently in development at The
Advent School, an independent pre-K-6
school on Beacon Hill.
Dearing grew up in Buffalo, N.Y. with her
parents and two brothers. Her father, a
newspaper man by trade and a U.S. history
buff, took the family up and down the East
Coast every summer during her childhood.
Dearing’s most vivid memories of those trips
are from her explorations of Boston’s history.
Those memories played into her discernment
process when it came time to choose a
college, and Holy Cross came out on top.
While at HC, Dearing majored in
religious studies, and minored in
philosophy with a concentration in Asian
studies, benefiting from a semester in Sri
Lanka living with a host family and taking
classes at the local university.
After graduation, Dearing moved to
New York City and took a position as
Development and Marketing Director at
Sacred Heart School in the South Bronx
through a fellowship with the Archdiocese
of New York’s Partnership for Inner-City
Education. After the fellowship’s
completion, Dearing decided to return to

Boston where
she has many
friends and a
few family
members.
In her spare
time, Dearing
enjoys
exploring the
city, running,
traveling,
music, and
KATIE DEARING
visiting family
and friends in Buffalo. She is also finishing
up her master’s in Non-Profit Administration
through the University of Notre Dame.
“I’m very excited to be working with all
members of the St. Mary’s community,”
Dearing said.
Her responsibilities will include the
continued growth of financial support to
St. Mary’s through the Annual Fund;
phonathon programs; and other areas of
communications, such as the St. Mary’s
Web site (smhlynn.org).
Dearing said she is also looking forward
to meeting and assisting alumni with
reunion programs and other special events.
Dearing succeeds Drew Russo ’99,
who served St. Mary’s in an exemplary
fashion and with true dedication to his
alma mater over the past five years. Russo
has accepted a position as finance director
for U.S. Rep. John F. Tierney.
Katie Dearing can be reached at
kdearing@smhlynn.org.

Twin sisters Christina and Maria Ierardi, left, and Xavier Gonzalez, far right, are thankful
for scholarship donors such as Elaine Gustafson and John Schickling ’57.

BREAKING BREAD
Donors dine with
scholarship recipients
BY MEAGHAN CASEY
Every so often, a person is able to bear
witness to the fruits of his or her generosity.
That’s happening more often than not at
St. Mary’s, thanks to a recurring event that
unites donors with the young men and
women whose lives they are helping to
shape.
The Friends of St. Mary’s Scholarship
Breakfast, held Sept. 29, brought together
donors and scholarship recipients for a
morning of memorable food and
conversation. The event was created to
honor those individuals who, through their
vision and investment in St. Mary’s, have
provided vital scholarship assistance.
“Life isn’t all about taking; it’s about
giving back,” said Head of School Dr.
Raymond A. Bastarache ’65. “Our
benefactors learned that lesson and they
learned it well. My dream and my
expectation is that 15, 20 years from now,
you will be sitting here, giving back and
seeing other students whose lives have
changed because they went to St. Mary’s.”
“We’ve all been impacted by St. Mary’s
and an overriding drive to take care of one
another,” said John Schickling ’57, Board of
Trustees member and patron of the

Schickling Family Scholarship. “I fully
believe in helping one another by providing
opportunity.”
Senior Xavier Gonzalez is testament to what
can be accomplished with a little support. Two
years after transferring to St. Mary’s as a
scholarship recipient, Gonzalez is thriving as
captain of the varsity football team, member of
the track team and an active participant in
Rachel’s Challenge and campus ministry. Last
spring, he was named one of just 25 students
statewide to receive the Christian A. Herter
Memorial Scholarship – a competitive, statesupported scholarship that will cover half the
cost of his college education or up to $15,000
a year for four years.
“When I came to St. Mary’s, I
immediately saw ways to get involved,” said
Gonzalez. “My attitude towards life and
school has changed drastically. I see St.
Mary’s as a school of endless possibilities.”
Schickling encouraged other recipients in
attendance to express their appreciation not
in words, but in actions – maximizing the
gifts given to them as Gonzalez has.
“You are the drivers of your future,” he
said. “The financial assistance can provide
you help, but you have to seize that
opportunity and do the very, very best you
can with it.”
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reunionupdates
1962

The Class of 1962 will celebrate its
50th reunion with a weekend of
activities from June 22-24, 2012. For
more information, please contact
Jimmy Moore at 781-581-5386 or
Hank Allard at 978-263-5561.

1976

The Class of 1976 will celebrate its
35th reunion on Saturday, Nov. 26, at
Hibernian Hall in Lynn. For more
information, please contact Ann
Mannion at 781-592-0408.

2001

The Class of 2001 will celebrate its
10th reunion on Saturday, Nov. 26, at
Hibernian Hall in Lynn. For more
information, please contact Anthony
Migliaccio at 781-595-0824.

2006

The Class of 2006 will celebrate its
fifth reunion on Saturday, Nov. 26, at
Tatiana’s Restaurant in Lynn. For more
information, please email
smhreunion06@gmail.com

inmemoriam
Richard J. Barry, Jr. ’91
James P. Calnan ’57
Clarence B. Cullivan ’41
Susanne Dullea Dick ’61
George J. Gunning ’46
Thomas J. Hincman, Jr. ’59
Stephen Kane ’59
John J. O’Malley ’43
Gail Greeley Murphy ’68
William J. Pecukonis, Jr. ’61
Jacqueline M. Smith Reynolds ’50
Joan MacPherson Rossi ’51
Richard Twomey
Rev. Charles P. Weber ’49
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border
patrol
agent
keeps
u.s. safe
BY RICH FAHEY
The law enforcement duties of the
Border Patrol — a federal law enforcement
agency within the U.S. Customs and
Border Protection (CBP) agency — are not
limited to just patrolling and protecting our
nation’s borders.
In fact, John Rodrigue, 40, a 1989
graduate of St. Mary’s High and a
supervisor with the Border Patrol based in
Yuma, Ariz., was part of the rooftop
security team that worked the inauguration
of President Barack Obama in 2009 and
served on the outer perimeter security
detail at the Capitol building for the
president’s first State of the Union speech.
“It’s a unique experience that you don’t
get to do all the time,” said Rodrigue. “The
basic skill sets are the same you’d use
when you’re on patrol as an agent. It’s all
about staying focused and disciplined. I
was glad to do it.”
He said many people don’t know that
Border Patrol agents often work in other
areas of law enforcement, just as they did
when protecting students attempting to
integrate schools in the South in the 1950s
and 1960s.
The former Eagle Scout said he was not
a great student while at St. Mary’s, but he
recalls an English teacher — Gerry
Iovanna, who is still at the school — who
encouraged him when it came to writing.
“She saw something in me that I believe
helped me to become an effective writer,”
he said.
It also took him a while to find his
academic footing in college after graduation,
as he both worked and went to school,
starting at Salem State, then graduating from
North Shore Community College with an
associate’s degree and finally going on to
Suffolk University, where he graduated in

John Rodrigue ’89 is a field operations supervisor for the U.S. Border Patrol.
1998 with a degree in history.
He then graduated from the Border
Patrol Academy in Charleston, S.C. His
brother, the late Bill Rodrigue, served in
the United States Air Force and his father
and uncle were both in the Marine Corps.
Rodrigue, who can speak Spanish, has
enjoyed a steady upward climb at the
agency since joining it in 1999. In July
2006, he became a supervisor; in August
2007, he became director of marine
operations in the Yuma sector, a title he still
holds; from October 2008 to October 2009,
he was acting assistant chief at headquarters
in Washington, D.C.; he has also served as
acting special operations supervisor and is
now an acting field operations supervisor.
In 2006, the Yuma area was being
overrun by those entering the country

WHAT’S NEWS?
Your fellow alumni and friends at St. Mary’s share your pride in your
accomplishments, so tell us about what you have been up to.
If we can, we will put it in the next issue of The St. Mary’s Educator.
e-mail us at alumni@smhlynn.org.

illegally via the Colorado River. Rodrigue
took charge of the marine patrol program,
in the process earning a master license
from the Coast Guard authorizing him to
operate a vessel up to 25 tons in size.
“There was one area where there were
between 800-900 illegal entries per day,”
he said. “That’s decreased to about 10 a
day. We’ve been highly successful in areas
where we’ve concentrated our resources.”
He met his wife Susan Hejhal, a native
of Flint, Mich., while he was working in
Texas, where she was pursuing a master’s
degree; they have a son Tyler, 6.
He said in recent years, the agency
believes it has started to turn the tide.
“More agents and added resources have
allowed our agency to become more
effective,” he said.

St, Mary's has a special
mission and we rely upon
your thoughtful and
generous support to
achieve it. Please invest
in the future of St.
Mary's by making a gift
today. Scan this barcode
to visit our Giving page.
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SPARTAN SPORTS SUCCESS STORIES
Congratulations are in order for three St. Mary’s coaches. Football coach
MATT DURGIN recorded his 100th career victory in a 35-0 win over Cambridge. The
Spartans were 8-2 heading into their Thanksgiving Eve game vs. Lynn Tech. Girls basketball coach
JEFF NEWHALL and boys basketball coach KEVIN MORAN were named 2011 Coach of
the Year in their respective divisions by the Massachusetts Basketball Coaches Association.
Newhall led the Lady Spartans to a 24-4 record and the MIAA Div. 3 state championship, while
Moran’s team went 17-6 and advanced to the Div. 4 North final before losing to eventual state
champion Winthrop.They were honored at the MBCA banquet at Holy Cross Nov. 20.

Bertrand makes his
points as a team leader
BY RICH FAHEY
The St. Mary’s High boys soccer
may have come up a few wins short
in the quest for its first state title
since 1988, but it was not for lack of
effort — or star power.
After a 13-5 regular season, the
Spartans made a nice run in the MIAA
Div. 3 North tournament, defeating
North Reading, 2-1, and HamiltonWenham, 3-2 in overtime, before losing
to Lynnfield in the semifinals, 6-1.
It was the second year in a row
that the Spartans enjoyed some
tournament success. Last year, after
creeping into the tournament with an
injury-plagued 8-8-2 record, they
battled their way to the sectional
final before falling to Rockport, 1-0.

you won’t get far
if you play as an
individual instead
of a member of
the team.
St. Mary’s lost 12 seniors after
last season, but there were many
sophomores and juniors who saw a
lot of action due to the injuries.
What remained to be seen was
whom would step up in a leadership
role. Enter Ralph Bertrand.
Bertrand, a senior forward and cocaptain, has blazing speed that he
also puts to work as a sprinter on the
track team and as a member of the
swim team. Bertrand led the
Spartans with 19 goals and 11 assists
this season, which they began by
winning their first Lynn City
Tournament championship.
Bertrand said individual
accomplishments are nice, but only
within the context of team goals.
“You won’t get very far as a team
if you play as an individual instead
as a member of the team,” he said.
At 5-11, 150 pounds, Bertrand
was named MVP of the Lynn
tourney, exploding for four goals in

the Spartans’ 4-0 win over Lynn
English in the semifinals and adding
an assist as St. Mary’s beat Classical
3-0 in the final.
“There’s no defender in the league
who can go with him,” said third-year
Coach Mike D’Agostino, a 1998
graduate of St. Mary’s who has also
coached at Salem High. “He’s the fastest
player in the (Catholic Central) league.”
Bertrand has had to overcome
obstacles. His father passed away
when he was a freshman, and a year
ago the family moved from Lynn to
Rowley, making for a difficult
commute. But his — and his family’s
— commitment to the school and the
soccer program has never wavered.
The family has established the Daniel
W. Bertrand Sr. Memorial Scholarship
to assist a graduating St. Mary’s
senior with college expenses.
Bertrand enjoys history and
helping other students and hopes to
study physical therapy in college. He
is considering several schools,
including Saint Anselm, Quinnipiac,
Sacred Heart and Merrimack.
“I’d like to work with athletes,
helping them to get back into
action,” he said.
“Ralph is a leader,on and off the
field,” said D’Agostino, adding that
the leadership shown by Bertrand and
fellow co-captain Nick Moschella was
instrumental in keeping the team on
track while he has dealth with his own
issues, the illness of a family member.
Moschella rebounded from an ACL
injury that caused him to miss last
season — he volunteered to serve as
team manager — to anchor a defense
that had allowed sophomore goalie
Helio Neto to post nine shutouts.
D’Agostino has been heartened by
the growing numbers in the program
— from 28 when he started to 41
players now. He would like to start a
middle-school program as well.
The coach is also grateful to the
alumni of the program for their
support; 62 of them turned out for
an alumni game last year.

Senior Ralph Bertrand provided
offensive firepower and senior
leadership this year.

FOOTING
THE BILL

o c t . 21, 2011

•
c e l e b r at e s t . m a ry ’ s : l e g ac y o f g i v i n g g a l a

The St. Mary’s Legacy of Giving Gala celebrated the
generosity of donors, in particular William F. Connell ’55 and
Paul A. Gustafson ’59. More than 200 people attended the
event, which raised more than $337,000 for scholarships and
financial aid. Above, Harvard sophomore Daniel Lobo ’10,
Elaine Gustafson, and Maria and John Lobo. Below, presenting
sponsors Thomas L. and Marill Demakes, with Margot Connell.

legacy of giving gala
o c to b e r 21, 2011

Legacy of Giving Gala:
an unforgettable affair
by

Paul Halloran

The intent of the inaugural St. Mary’s: Legacy of Giving
Gala was to commemorate legacies. In doing so, the event
created one of its own.
More than 200 alumni and friends were treated to an unforgettable evening Oct. 21 in the Conigliaro Gymnasium
that, other than the overhead baskets and scoreboard, could
have been mistaken for a ballroom at the Ritz.
“Wow!” was a typical reaction from those entering the gym,
which featured linen tablecloths, ornate chairs, mood lighting,
a large projection screen behind the podium, and a martini bar
provided by Bob Gaudet ’67, owner of the Porthole Restaurant in
Lynn. A four-piece jazz band entertained, while outside four large
searchlights lit up the sky to draw attention to the venue. The
Gala was a four-star production put on by Carol McKean Events.
The presenting sponsors of the gala were Marill and Thomas L.
Demakes and the Schickling Family, each contributing $100,000.
“The work that has been done here is outstanding,” said
John J. Schickling ’57, who chaired the event and also
serves as vice chair of the Board of Trustees. “It’s all about
scholarship. Kids are being given a tremendous opportunity – and they are taking advantage of it.”
One of the most recent St. Mary’s success stories spoke
at the gala. Daniel Lobo was languishing in an experimental eighth-grade vocational program when a teacher, Anne
Brauneis, noted his outstanding writing. She sent him to
see Dr. Raymond A. Bastarache ’65, who was in his final
year as deputy superintendent of schools in Lynn before
coming to his alma mater as the first Head of School.
Upon speaking with Lobo and learning he wanted to attend
St. Mary’s but had not applied due to financial reasons,
Bastarache made a few phone calls. Not long after that, Lobo
had been admitted to the school and Paul Gustafson ’59 and
his wife, Elaine, funded a majority of his tuition for the next
four years. Lobo is now a sophomore at Harvard University.
“St. Mary’s provided me with an environment that made me
excited about learning,” Lobo said. “It was definitely the right
place for me and I am grateful for the opportunity. There is no
way I would be at Harvard now if not for St. Mary’s.”
The gala commemorated a legacy of giving to the school,
embodied by the late Paul Gustafson and the late William
F. Connell ’55, who donated $5 million upon his death in
2001 and for whom the Connell Center is named.

The school has achieved what it has achieved
because of generous sacrifices.
It is most fitting we celebrate that legacy.
“The school has achieved what it has achieved because
of the generous sacrifices of people like Paul Gustafson
and Bill Connell,” Bastarache said. “It is most fitting that
we celebrate that legacy.”
The gala raised more than $337,000 for scholarships and
financial aid.
“This was truly an unforgettable evening,” said Board
Chair Jack King ’66, as he looked out over the transformed
gymnasium with tuxedoed trustees, ladies in evening attire,
student ambassadors (including the boys wearing new St.
Mary’s-logo ties) and attendees sipping martinis and enjoying a sumptuous meal of Chateaubriand. Outside, searchlights illuminated the sky as cars were parked by valets.
“This was a remarkable start for an event like this,” said King,
who added that plans are already underway for the next Gala.
In eloquently summarizing why St. Mary’s is such a
special school and community, Principal Carl A. DiMaiti –
himself a star of the evening – borrowed from a line spoken
by Kerri Domohowski ’07 at the Baccalaureate Mass when
she was a senior. “This place does something to you.”
By that point, near the end of a memorable evening,
anyone who may not have understood that prior to arriving
knew exactly what he was talking about.
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The St. Mary’s gymnasium was completely transformed for the Legacy of Giving Gala event. On stage, Gala Chair and Vice Chairman of the Board of Trustees John J. Schickling ’57 welcomes guests to an evening of celebration.
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Flood lights illuminated St. Mary’s and search lights filled the sky the night of the Gala.

6

Bill Mosakowski addressed the night’s attendees.

1. John B. King ’66, F. Clark Cronin, Michele Durgin, Marcy
Durgin Cronin, Carl A. DiMaiti.
2. Atty. Kevin J. Calnan ’72 and Susan and Edward T. Calnan ’57.
3. Heidi Luise, Dr. Richard Luise ’74, Olympia Luise, William J.
Mosakowski, Joan Luise Hill ’71 and Eugene Hill.
4. Carl DiMaiti, Drew Russo ’99, Dr. Raymond A. Bastarache
’65, Stephen Upton, Christopher Aldrich.
5. Terence A. McGinnis ’63 and Atty. Marnie Moore ’87.
6. Mike MacNeil, Mary Beth Latorella, Jill Dalfonso, Drew Russo.
7. Carmen Stowe P’98, Sandra Navarroli, Karen Bowden P’99.
8. Brian McCarthy ’77, Tim and Brenda Cassidy.
9. Maureen Bruen Webb ’72, Cheryl Maestranzi ’75, Rev. Neil
Mullaney, Lynn Mayor Judith Flanagan Kennedy.
10. Col. David Clark, Mary Ann Calnan, Brian McCarthy,
Darlene Dorgan Clark, Rev. Jack Gentleman, Paul Gaudet, all
class of 1977.
11. St. Mary’s Pastor Rev. Brian L. Flynn.

