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BACK  IN
BOSTON

Massachusetts will take the
global stage in June when the BIO
International Convention returns
to Boston.

The convention, the world’s
largest gathering of industry
stakeholders, will come to the
Boston Convention and Exhibition

Center June 18-21, 2012. MassBio
will lead the Massachusetts
presence at the show, by managing
the 7,700-square-foot Massachusetts
Pavilion and coordinating various
convention-related programs and
events.

Story, pages 4-5.



In just six short months, Boston will be
welcoming more than 15,000 of the world’s leading
biotech stakeholders for one of the biggest industry
events of the year. 

The BIO International Convention annually
attracts the top names in our field and offers key
networking and partnering opportunities. The
convention broke attendance records when it was
last held in Boston in 2007 and we are aiming for
another sellout crowd in 2012. 

In 2012, MassBio will lead the Massachusetts
presence at the show, by managing the Massachusetts

Pavilion and coordinating various events. I invite each
and every one of you to come forward and join us in
promoting our world-leading cluster. Collaboration is
the most important thing we have in Massachusetts
today. We have to work together to create jobs, bring
new investment to the state and join forces to show
the world what a powerhouse Massachusetts really is.
We have a powerful story to tell, a compelling story to
tell, and we ought to be proud to do so when the
convention comes to town.

To make this event a success, we need your
attendance and participation and, of course, your

enthusiasm. Registration is open and I urge you to
take the time to sign up now. 

More information about the convention can be
found inside this edition of MassBioNews and online
at http://convention.bio.org.

Thank you for your support and I hope to see you
in June, as well as at our Policy Breakfast and Annual
Meeting, which are quickly approaching in January
and March, respectively. 

Best wishes for a happy and healthy holiday season.

Robert K. Coughlin is President & CEO of MassBio.

LEADING U.S. COUNTIES IN BIOTECHNOLOGY RESEARCH
EMPLOYMENT AND CONCENTRATION
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MassBio has launched its new
iPhone app and mobile website,
which allows stakeholders to view
the latest industry news, browse
and register for upcoming events,
and search job listings.

The new site and app are
intended to help MassBio members
and others interested in the
industry to more easily connect to
the information they are seeking.
The content is arranged under
several headings including:

News —Get the latest in

MassBio news, industry news and
content from Mass High Tech.

Events — View a calendar of
events and register for MassBio
programs on-the-go.

Careers — Search hundreds
of listings for open positions in
the life sciences industry.

Directory — Find a MassBio
member while you’re on the go.

To access the mobile website, visit
http://m.MassBio.org from any mobile
device.The iPhone app is available for
download in the iTunes store.

MASSBIO GOES MOBILE

Among leading U.S.

counties in biotechnology

research employment and

concentration, four in

Massachusetts stand out.



What is the mission of the Life
Sciences Foundation?

The Life Sciences Foundation has
been established to record,
preserve and make known the story
of biotechnology — that complex

mixture of brilliant science, daring
entrepreneurship and socio-political reality
that has become central to human hope in
the new millennium. The foundation aims
to collect and curate the historical record,
enrich it through research and publication,
and share it with institutions and
organizations engaged in education,
heritage or public policy. 

Why do you think it’s so
important to tell the story of
biotechnology?

It’s one of the great hidden stories
of our age. We’re all so oriented
toward tomorrow, but history is a
vehicle to provide the public with a

broad understanding — giving them a sense
of how science, technology and innovation
can improve human life. History has to be
made by historians; everything else that
happens is just stuff. If we’re going to
create the history of biotechnology,
enriching it with documents and records,
the time is now.

What do you think today’s
biotech workforce can learn
from some of the industry’s
pioneers?

Often, researchers and developers
are very narrowly focused on their
goal at hand; we’re offering a
broader understanding of the

national and increasingly global story of
biotechnology. Looking back is a means of
understanding the present and acquiring
wisdom with which to move forward. Our

goal is to disseminate the lessons of the
past, and kindle the spirit of enterprise in
young people.

What are some of the methods in
which you have been gathering
archival materials?

We are actively gathering archival
materials in cooperation with
leading research universities and
libraries. Also central to our

mission is an oral history initiative. Our
researchers are conducting interviews with
biotech pioneers in order to capture the
history of the field from the perspectives of
those who made it. We have also taken a
complete inventory of existing oral
histories with life scientists,
industrialists, financiers and public
officials who have made
significant contributions to
biotechnical progress. 

What role can MassBio
members play in helping
you achieve your mission?

We are currently
exploring how to
develop our
physical

presence on the East
Coast and have already
announced the formation
of the New England
chapter. The chapter will
be guided by a steering
committee of industry
leaders: Joshua Boger,
Robert Carpenter, Bob
Coughlin, Henri Termeer
and Peter Wirth. The group
will spread the word about
the foundation, and bring
scientists and industrialists
together to share their stories
about the remarkable history of

biotechnology in Boston and the
surrounding region and develop the archival
record. We invite all MassBio members to
point us towards particular stories,
materials, archives or people to talk to and
help us navigate this dense territory. 

The Life Sciences Foundation is a 
nonprofit organization, headquartered in
San Francisco. Its board members are
drawn from among industry leaders in
biotechnology and life sciences, academic
colleagues and associated non-profits. 

For more information, visit
www.biotechhistory.org. To sign up for
the foundation’s monthly newsletter or to
contribute archival materials or ideas,
email Arnold Thackray at

arnold@biotechhistory.org. 
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BY JOHN HEFFERNAN
Vice President, Policy & External Affairs

Last month, Sen. John Kerry and
Sen. Scott Brown sent a letter to U.S.
Patent & Trademark Office Director
(USPTO) David Kappos. The recently
passed patent reform bill requires
USPTO to establish three satellite
offices throughout the U.S. to carry
out its responsibilities. In their letter,
Brown and Kerry make a strong case
for why Massachusetts should receive
one of the satellite offices.

Section 23 of the America Invents
Act aims to “enhance patent examiner
retention” and “improve recruitment of
patent examiners.” Kerry and Brown
make the case that Massachusetts’
world class academic institutions
would provide fertile ground for
recruiting talented patent examiners.

They also argue “our state’s
entrepreneurial spirit and innovation-
focused universities cause
Massachusetts to be home to many
start-up companies that need timely
and high-quality patent examination.”

MassBio thanks Kerry and Brown
for their leadership and advocacy on
this issue.

Biomedical Systems

Clark & Elbing LLP

Deuteria Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

DPS Biometics

Gentronix

H3 Biomedicine Inc

ImmusanT, Inc.

Inspiration Biopharmaceuticals, Inc.

Massachusetts College of Pharmacy
& Health Sciences

McCarter & English, LLP

Neo-Advent Technologies, LLC.

Nexcelom Bioscience

North Shore InnoVentures

Regenesance, Inc.

Rhythm Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Rondaxe Pharma, LLC

SCIVAX USA, INC.
Signer Harris Architects

T1D Exchange

For more information on membership,
contact Jon Allard at 617-674-5100

or jon.allard@massbio.org.

NEW MASSBIO 
MEMBERS

POLICY  UPDATE
Senators make case 
for Mass. PTO office

ARNOLD
THACKRAY
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BY MEAGHAN CASEY

Massachusetts will take the global stage next June when the

BIO International Convention returns to Boston.

The convention, the world’s largest gathering of industry

stakeholders, will come to the Boston Convention and

Exhibition Center June 18-21, 2012. MassBio will lead the

Massachusetts presence at the show, by managing the 7,700-

square-foot Massachusetts Pavilion and coordinating various

convention-related programs and events.

“We have a great story to tell and we intend to tell that story in the

Massachusetts Pavilion,” said MassBio President & CEO Robert K.

Coughlin. “It will truly reflect the innovative spirit of the

Massachusetts culture and explain why Massachusetts is undoubtedly

leading the nation and the globe. We hope our members come out

to share their time and talents to make this a successful event.”

State and local leaders have thrown their support behind the

event, and joined industry stakeholders at a Massachusetts

Pavilion kickoff breakfast in October. 

“It’s an honor to have BIO coming back so soon,” said Gov.

Deval L. Patrick. “By drawing the world’s attention once again

to our state’s inherent strengths, we can and we will create both

the immediate and long-term economic impacts that benefit

businesses, workers and families across the Commonwealth.”

“Biotechnology is an industry that continues to grow and

thrive here in Massachusetts,” said Boston Mayor Thomas M.

Menino. “People are flocking to us, wondering, ‘What does

Boston have?’ This is our chance to showcase everything that

we have to offer to life sciences companies and to strengthen

our success as a global leader.”

The 2012 BIO International Convention will feature keynote

luncheons, super sessions and more than 125 breakout sessions

and will provide attendees with the opportunity to meet with

more than 1,700 exhibiting companies and hear from more than

1,000 expert speakers and global thought leaders. 

Annually, the convention attracts the biggest names in

biotech, offers key networking and partnering opportunities and

provides insights and inspiration on the major trends affecting

the industry. It is the world’s largest conference devoted to the

bustling intersection between commerce and the biotech

industry, highlighting the many ways in which biotech

continues to offer answers and hope for the world’s most

pressing issues and provide high-quality, high-wage jobs. 

The 2011 convention was held in Washington, D.C. and

attracted 15,626 industry leaders from 48 states and 65

countries. The event drew 11 U.S. governors – including Gov.

Patrick – and more than 100 international public officials. 

This year, for the first time, BIO will offer expanded

partnering opportunities by providing access to a greater

number of companies and other potential partners within the

BIO One-on-One PartneringTM and greater flexibility in

scheduling meetings and meeting locations. The event will also

include the BIO Business Forum, which offers attendees an

unparalleled opportunity to engage in partnering discussions. 

The Massachusetts Pavilion will also host panel discussions,

a networking reception and other activities. The exhibit space

will feature innovative wall displays and interactive kiosks.

Sponsorship opportunities are still available. To be part of
the Massachusetts Pavilion at BIO 2012, contact MassBio’s
Kara Boniface at 617-674-5100 or boston2012@massbio.org.
For more information or to register for the convention, visit
http://convention.bio.org.

SPONSORS

“There is no better, quicker way to
connect or interact within the
biotech industry than to attend the
BIO Convention each year.”

Geoff  Mackay
President & CEO, Organogenesis

“Massachusetts is one of  the hubs
of  the biotech industry, and it is
important to have a strong
presence in the MA Pavilion as the
host community. This is an
opportunity to showcase to the
world why the Commonwealth is
an attractive, exciting, and
innovative place to do business.”

Sylvie Gregoire
President, Shire HGT

“The MA Pavilion is a showcase
for ideas, partnerships and future
innovation in biotech. As part of
the world’s largest gathering for
the biotech community, it will draw
extensive attention to the
accomplishments of  participating
companies and set the stage for
continued investment in emerging
technologies that make our world
healthier, cleaner and safer. We
view the MA Pavilion as a terrific
opportunity to be at the center of
one of  the region’s most promising
growth industries.”

Marc N. Casper
President & CEO, Thermo Fisher Scientific

“A presence in the MA Pavilion
demonstrates a company’s
participation in the Massachusetts
story – that, together, we are
Leading the Life Sciences
Revolution.  Standing alongside
other companies, government
entities, academic medical centers
and research institutes allows
companies to share their business
in a broader, richer context and to
demonstrate that they are helping
to create jobs and strengthen the
state’s economy.  The message is
clear: companies in the Pavilion
contribute every day to the
Supercluster here in
Massachusetts, and they are part of
something important.” 

Susan Windham-Bannister
President & CEO, Massachusetts Life

Sciences Center  

BIO International Convention
returning to Boston in 2012

JOIN THE 
REVOLUTION
JOIN THE 
REVOLUTION

Biogen CEO George Skangos, MLSC President & CEO Susan Windham-Bannister, Mayor Thomas M. Menino, Gov. Deval L.

Patrick, and MassBio President & CEO Robert K. Coughlin at the BIO kickoff.

The Massachusetts Pavilion at last year’s convention attracted quite a crowd.
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SAVINGS SPOTLIGHT
Saving members more than $25 million each

year, MassBio’s Purchasing
Consortium was designed to
negotiate competitive
discounts and high levels of
customer service across a

comprehensive spectrum of primary suppliers.
Ironwood Pharmaceuticals can attest to that. The

Cambridge-based company benefits from
MassBio’s contracts with Fisher Scientific, Veolia
Environmental Services, Stericycle Biosystems,
Colpitts World Travel, AT&T and W.B. Mason. The
company has been taking advantage of Consortium
savings for the past four years and has been pleased
to see the list of suppliers expand. Since AT&T
signed on as MassBio’s partner for mobile
communications last year, Ironwood has saved an
additional 20 percent off its wireless services. 

“I’m thrilled with the service we’ve received
from MassBio suppliers,” said Lynn Vandick,
senior buyer for Ironwood. “They treat us like
VIPs. And we’ve had significant savings. I know
we’re getting the best prices.”

Members save with partnership on lab
instrument maintenance and qualifications

BY KATIE KRIZ

This fall, one of MassBio’s
members, Andrew Jackson, a
medicinal chemist with Cubist
Pharmaceuticals, was inaugurated as
one of the Commonwealth’s 15
“WOWsters,” individuals with
science careers to inspire students. 

The “WOW
Campaign,” launched in
October of this year,
was created by
Lieutenant Governor
Timothy Murray and
the state STEM
Council to promote
STEM (science,
technology,
engineering and
math) education in
Massachusetts high
schools. The
campaign aims to educate students
about and engage them in
opportunities to become a part of the
ever-growing field of STEM careers.

WOWsters are STEM
professionals who represent various
careers across the state who take
time to educate students about their
careers and companies. The first 15
WOWsters provide students with the
chance to learn about a STEM field
of interest by presenting them with
unique opportunities to explore
research labs, tour company facilities
and ask one-on-one questions about
what it’s like to work in the field.

WOWsters participate in videos
that are sent to classrooms across the
state to encourage students to pursue

careers in STEM. Other WOWsters
include statistician Bill James from
the Boston Red Sox; Nigel Jacobs,
emerging technology advisor for
Mayor Thomas M. Menino; Jim
Toepel, a video game designer from
Harmonix Music Systems, and Amy
Kukulya, ocean researcher from the
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute.

Cubist’s Jackson graduated from
UCSD with a degree in chemistry,
and has been working at the
company for three years in a
medicinal chemistry position.

Launched at the 8th Annual STEM
Summit by Lt. Gov. Murray, the
program brings promise not only to
companies in a wide range of STEM
related industries, but also to their
potential CEOs and employees.

Massachusetts is a national STEM
leader, and now through the “WOW
campaign” and videos featuring the
15 WOWsters, the Commonwealth’s
students will learn about careers in
STEM professions beginning as
early as fifth grade. 

Overbrook Support Services has joined the MassBio
Purchasing Consortium as a primary supplier for analytical
instrumentation maintenance.

A Boston-based company, Overbrook is an independent,
innovative and integrated full-service maintenance and
qualification services provider of multi-platform analytical
instrumentation. A dedicated team of
experienced platform specialists
concentrate on maintenance
and qualification services
of analytical
instrumentation from
Agilent, Applied
Biosystems/MDS SciexTM,
Thermo and Waters/Micromass
including LCMSMS, LCMS, ICPMS, ICP, IC,
GCMS, GC and HPLC. Services include preventive
maintenance, qualifications (IQ/OQ/PQ), lab moves, relocation
and installations, bench repair, and a comprehensive parts
inventory.

“It is no secret that our members are using highly

sophisticated advanced instruments to undertake the cutting-
edge research necessary to find new therapies and cures,” said
MassBio President & CEO Robert K. Coughlin. “I am thrilled to
partner with the team at Overbrook, who provide vital and best-
in-class service for the life sciences community.”

The Overbrook/MassBio agreement covers Category C
instrumentation. Consolidating all instrument

service, repair and compliance into
one package can help

MassBio members
achieve both their
scientific and financial

operational goals.
Members can also benefit

from Overbrook’s highly skilled
engineers who specialize in their respective

platforms, and from customized educational seminars, training
and consulting.

Contact Overbrook Support Services through its dedicated toll
free service number, 855-782-4373. 

Contract highlights are available online at www.massbio.org. 

WOW MASS. STEM CAMPAIGN TAKES OFF
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Since 2006, it has provided housing for more than 150 young
cancer patients and their families. Located in the West End
Apartments of Emerson Place, the fully-furnished studios and
one- and two-bedroom apartments are equipped with
kitchens, dining areas and a common area for socialization. 

“It’s such an amazing place,” said Lynch. “It definitely
played the biggest role in my recovery. I’m so grateful to
everyone there.”

Lynch resided in one of the apartments with his mother,
who took a leave from her job as an administrative assistant
at UNC Greensboro. Though he was nearly 900 miles from
home and separated from his father and two younger siblings,
he was able to find solace in his new surroundings and create
lifelong bonds with many of the residents there. 

“There was another girl there who was one year younger
than me, so it was a huge comfort to be able to spend time
with someone my age, going though the same thing,” he said. 

“The emotional support we received from the staff and
other families at Christopher’s Haven was perhaps as
important as its convenience and affordability,” said
O’Flaherty. “We quickly bonded with the other families,
sharing the highs and lows of dealing with our children’s
treatment while being so far from home. We laughed and
cried together, watched each other’s children, ran each other’s
errands, celebrated Christmas and rang in the New Year filled
with hope for our children’s health.”

After the eight weeks of treatment, Griffin returned home
for his third trimester and was able to graduate from high
school on time. He completed the speech and occupational
therapy sessions that spring and continued with physical
therapy through the fall of 2010. He started rowing,
participated in two regattas, enrolled in community college
and submitted college applications for admission for the fall
of this year. He was accepted to UNC-Chapel Hill, where he
joined the men’s crew team and is doing well academically,

all while continuing to battle blindness. 
Last spring, he returned to Boston for a successful check-

up at Mass. General and visited with the staff at Christopher’s
Haven. “The team there continues to follow him, emotionally
and socially,” said O’Flaherty. “They’re just gifted, loving
people.” 

The timing of the visit coordinated with another
memorable moment – cheering on O’Flaherty in the Boston
Marathon, through which she raised nearly $11,000 for
Christopher’s Haven. 

“I decided to run to raise funds to ensure that Christopher’s
Haven is there for other families in need,” she said. “I feel a
tremendous debt to Christopher’s Haven for the role it played
in Griffin’s recovery and in maintaining our family’s sanity.
The proton beam therapy saves lives, but if you can’t access
it, it’s worthless. Christopher’s Haven is like the key that
unlocks the door to the magic cure.”

For more information about Christopher’s Haven, visit
www.christophershaven.org.

Christopher’s Haven gives cancer patients a home away from home
HAVEN: from Page 8

Griffin’s mother, Eileen O’Flaherty (in yellow) ran the Boston Marathon in April 2011 and raised $11,000 for
Christopher’s Haven.The family celebrated with Dan Olsen, founder of Christopher’s Haven, center.

This year’s MassBio Annual Meeting, its
premier scientific conference, will feature
keynote addresses from Margaret Hamburg,
the Commissioner of the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration and Francis S. Collins the
Director of the National Institutes of Health. 

The 2012 meeting, scheduled for March
26-27 at the Royal Sonesta Hotel in
Cambridge, will feature programming on
personalized medicine, pre-competitive
research and platform technologies. 

Plenary discussions will include: The
Future of Internal R&D: CSO Perspectives,
Patent Reform: Improved Mechanisms to
Challenge Your Competitors, Open
Innovation: Pushing the Boundaries of
Traditional R&D, and Talent: Staying ahead
in the Global Race for Innovation.

The meeting will also feature an award
luncheon showcasing the winner of the 2011
Henri A. Termeer Innovative Leadership
Award. The award, named this year after the
former Genzyme CEO, will be presented by
Termeer to Dr. Joshua Boger.

MassBio Annual Meeting speakers and
topics are selected to create a comprehensive
program that supports members and

addresses critical challenges facing the
biotechnology industry today, in
Massachusetts and beyond.

This year’s Annual Meeting will also
feature academic poster presentations.
Throughout the meeting and during the
poster reception, posters will be on display to
present data on groundbreaking discoveries
and translational research that could lead to
industry collaboration. 

If you are a PI or Technology Transfer
Officer at a Massachusetts-based research
organization and have a technology that
could be the foundation of a new start up
company, or if you are representing a pre-
seeded company developing biotechnology
products, related services or commercially
applicable technologies, contact Rakhshita
Dhar at 617-674-5100 or
Rakhshita.Dhar@massbio.org for a poster
application and more information.

Registration will open in January 2012.
Sponsorship opportunities are available.
Contact Lauren Laidlaw at 617-674-5100 or
Lauren.Laidlaw@massbio.org for more
information. 

2012 MassBio Annual Meeting
to feature FDA Commissioner
and NIH Director as keynote 

FDA Commissioner Margaret Hamburg and NIH Director Francis Collins will provide the
keynote addresses at the MassBio Annual Meeting in March.

SAVE THE DATE
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BY MEAGHAN CASEY

North Carolina native
Griffin Lynch, 19, is thriving
as a freshman at UNC-Chapel
Hill, where he is studying
biochemistry, rowing and
enjoying the normalcy of dorm
life.  

Yet, just two years ago,
Lynch had one goal: to
survive. 

During the fall of his senior
year at the North Carolina
School of Science and
Mathematics, a prestigious
public boarding school, Lynch
was diagnosed with a
tangerine-size, malignant
tumor in the left ventricle of
his brain. He underwent
surgery, which removed 80
percent of the tumor, but
awoke unable to speak,
swallow or move his right side.
Complications arose that left
him legally blind, and he spent
the next five weeks in
neurointensive care and four
weeks in a rehab hospital,
where he made great strides
with speech, physical,
occupational and recreational
therapy. 

Removal of the remaining
20 percent of his tumor
required eight weeks of proton
beam radiation therapy at
Massachusetts General
Hospital, one of the few
medical facilities in the
country to offer the procedure.

Unlike traditional photon
radiation, proton beam
radiation has no entry or exit
dose, which minimizes the
damage to surrounding healthy
tissue. However, because it
was considered outpatient
treatment, the task of finding
an affordable, convenient place
to live for two months was
daunting. 

“Even with the patient
discount, area hotels averaged
well over $200 per night and
didn’t offer kitchenettes – an
important factor for Griffin,
whose weight dipped to 118
pounds on his 6-4 frame,” said
his mother, Eileen O’Flaherty.
“Other options were too far
away for someone who was
still wheelchair-bound and
needed to be back and forth to
the hospital for treatment and
therapy appointments as often
as five times a day.”

“It was overwhelming,” she
continued. “I would do
absolutely anything for my
child, so we would have found
a way, probably by selling our
house.”

Luckily, there was another
option. Christopher’s Haven,
set up by three-time cancer
survivor Dan Olsen, provides
families with comfortable
living space adjacent to Mass.
General’s cancer treatment
center, at just $30 per night.

PATIENT 

PROFILE
CHRISTOPHER’S HAVEN

GIVES CANCER PATIENTS A
HOME AWAY FROM HOME

See HAVEN Page 7

Griffin Lynch returns home to North Carolina after his stay at Christopher’s Haven two years ago.

Griffin and his family today, enjoying Thanksgiving at home during a break from UNC-Chapel Hill.


