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BY RICH FAHEY

Mary Borelli says her walker is

on borrowed time.

It is almost two years since Borelli

collapsed in January 2010 while

preparing to go to work as interim

principal at the Hood School, soon

after she had been appointed the

school’s full-time principal, a post she

was to assume in September 2010.

Borelli, then 47, had suffered a

brain hemorrhage and stroke due to a

congenital condition. The medical

term is AVM – cerebral arteriovenous

malformation – which is an abnormal

connection between the arteries and

veins in the brain that usually forms

before birth. Many people have them

all their lives and they never cause a

problem. They are the lucky ones.

When Borelli, who is always

punctual, hadn’t called or shown up

for work by 8:30 on that January

morning, the staffers at Hood knew

there was trouble.

Luckily, Borelli’s home was just

two blocks from the school. When

two teachers saw her car in the

driveway and she didn’t respond to

the doorbell, police and fire

personnel were called and they

found Borelli in the hallway.

Borelli returns to school
ON THE REBOUND

Mary Borelli works with Ryan Thomas in Colleen McElligott-Liporto’s
third-grade classroom at Lincoln-Thomson.See BORELLI Page 10

GIVE THEM A HAND

Governor Patrick helps schools 
celebrate success. Page 3.

Fourth-grader Jamer Pena offered his hand when Gov. Deval Patrick
visited Cobbet Elementary School in November.

PHOTO: MATT BENNETT, GOVERNOR’S OFFICE.
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After attending scores of

events and meeting with

hundreds of people in my first

two years as mayor, I have to

admit I am partial to spending

time in our city’s classrooms.

I try to get into the

schools as often as possible.

Whether it’s reading to

elementary students,

attending a middle-school

performance or enjoying a concert by the city-wide

band – which you will read about in this edition of

The Educator – I thoroughly enjoy interacting with

students and experiencing their talents.

I continue to be impressed by the level of

professionalism shown on a daily basis by Lynn

Public Schools staff, from Superintendent Latham

to administrators, teachers, paraprofessionals,

custodians and food-service workers. 

It is heartening to see improvement on

standardized testing, especially in schools that the

city, in partnership with the Department of

Elementary and Secondary Education, has

allocated additional resources. 

Our schools are a reflection of the world that

awaits our students as they transition to adulthood.

As a parent and chair of the School Committee, I

am aware of challenges facing students and staff.

But I am confident that we have the people and

procedures in place to address those issues.

In closing, I’d like to thank Vin Spirito for his years

of dedicated service to students as a principal and

School Committee member, and congratulate Charlie

Gallo on his election to the School Committee.

I wish you and your families a relaxing and

fulfilling start to 2012.

Judith Flanagan Kennedy is mayor of Lynn.

It is a pleasure to introduce

this edition of The Lynn
Educator. We are very proud

that Gov. Patrick came to

Cobbet Elementary School to

announce the state’s success

on the National Assessment of

Student Progress (NAEP).

Preceded by the governor’s

commendation for the

outstanding academic progress

of the Harrington and Connery

elementary schools, his appearance speaks to the fact

that Lynn Public Schools holds the top spot for

MCAS results in both ELA and mathematics from

among the nine largest urban districts in the state.

Our administrators, faculty, staff and students

continue to distinguish themselves with their hard

work, dedication, and success.

I am pleased that this edition highlights student

activities that enhance our curriculum and offer our

students outstanding, unique opportunities: the

award-winning College for Every Student (CFES)

program at Marshall, Project Fallen Hero and the new

biotechnology program at Lynn Tech, the Nature’s

Classroom Program for elementary students, the

theater arts presentation at Lynn Woods, our district-

wide bullying programs highlighted so well by

Connery students and staff, English High School’s

ROTC Leadership Camp, our no-fee athletic program

exemplified by English’s championship football

program and excellent coach, and our spectacular,

award-winning instrumental music program. A final

article on the clock renovation for Lynn English High

School speaks to the pride we all share in Lynn

Public Schools and its rich history.

We thankfully welcome back Mary Borelli, a role

model of strength, courage and hard work, and we send

our best wishes to Dennis Thompson on his move to

Classical. Although his shoes will be hard to fill, he is

ably replaced by Michael Geary who has hit the ground

running. We also offer our best wishes and appreciation

to Vincent Spirito, who has been a respected and

valued member of the Lynn School Committee,

and we welcome new member Charlie Gallo.

As we begin 2012, I wish everyone a happy,

healthy new year. I know it will be filled with

more news of the exciting programs and successes

of Lynn Public Schools.

Dr. Catherine C. Latham is superintendent of schools.

DR. CATHERINE
C. LATHAM

Proud to celebrate Lynn schools’ success

JUDITH FLANAGAN
KENNEDY

Time spent in schools is time well spent

BY MEAGHAN CASEY

Fifteen years ago, Dennis Thompson walked

through the doors of Classical High School as

a first-year teacher. After transitioning to the

middle- and elementary-school levels and

serving as the district’s director of health and

physical education, he has come full-circle

and is back at Classical, having accepted the

post as vice principal. 

“I love interacting with the kids again,” said

Thompson. “When this job opportunity

presented itself, I knew right away that this is

what I wanted. [Principal] Gene Constantino and

[Vice Principal] Amy Dunn are phenomenal,

and we have the most amazing staff.” 

A Lynn native, Thompson is a 1993 graduate

of Lynn English High School. “During my

junior year at English, I took a test to determine

what profession you’d be inclined to go into,”

he said. “My result was teaching, which was

something I had been leaning towards anyway.”

Thompson went on to Westfield State

University, and returned to a teaching job in

Lynn. He taught health and physical

education, first at Classical and later at Lynn

English and several elementary schools. He

also taught science for four years at Pickering

Middle School. 

“Having left Lynn and gone to Westfield, it

was rewarding to come back and share with

the students what I learned,” said Thompson.

“Sometimes you need to be reminded that

there are so many other experiences and

opportunities out there.”

In 2008, Thompson was appointed assistant

director of curriculum and instruction,

overseeing health and physical education for

the district. In that role, he was instrumental in

developing programs to combat teen violence

and substance abuse and rolling out a new

concussion awareness program for athletes. 

Thompson was appointed vice principal at

Classical at the start of this school year,

joining Dunn, a former science teacher and

guidance counselor, who has served as vice

principal since 2009. Dunn is primarily

responsible for the junior and senior classes,

while Thompson was assigned the freshmen

and sophomores, though he stresses that, as

administrators, they work hand-in-hand in

assisting the entire student body. 

“All of the teachers and administrators here

at Classical have the same philosophy,” said

Thompson. “We’re very student-centered and

we try to help the students out whenever and

wherever we can.”

Thompson settles in as VPClassical act

Vice Principal Dennis Thompson talks to Alina Garrity, left, and Olivia Dejoie in the hallways of Classical High School.
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BY RICH FAHEY

When the governor takes the time to visit your

school, you know you’re part of something good.

Gov. Deval Patrick and state education officials

joined Lynn public officials on Nov. 1 to celebrate the

role students at Cobbet Elementary played in helping

Massachusetts students score well on a national test.

Massachusetts fourth-graders scored first on a national

reading assessment test, and Patrick praised Cobbet

students for the role they played in that achievement.

“Great, great job,” he told fourth- and fifth-grade

students who packed Cobbet’s gymnasium bleachers. 

“These results reflect a tremendous amount of

innovation in our schools,” Patrick said after touring

Cobbet’s kindergarten, first- and third-grade classes.

Cobbet students were among 10,000 fourth-graders

across Massachusetts randomly selected to take National

Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) reading or

mathematics tests between January and March 2011.

After their scores were compared to fourth-

grade scores from across the nation,

Massachusetts fourth-graders scored first in reading

assessment and tied for first in math.

Patrick was joined by Secretary of Education Paul

Reville and Commissioner of Education Mitchell

Chester during his visit to Cobbet. He first visited

Jamie Paragios’ kindergarten class, where students

were enjoying circle time. He then checked in on Sarah

McIsaac’s grade 1 class before dropping in on Alyson

Serwacki’s grade 3 class during a math lesson in which

Serwacki was using a state-of-the-art SMART board, an

interactive, computerized teaching tool.

Cobbet Principal Brian Fay said he was impressed

that the governor spent a significant amount of time

in each of the three classrooms, even taking the time

to read a book about animals to the first-graders.

“I think if he didn’t have a schedule to keep, he’d

still be there reading that book,” said Fay.

BY RICH FAHEY

When Lynn’s 2011 MCAS scores were

announced in September, there were several

bright spots to celebrate.

Gov. Deval Patrick commended the E.J.

Harrington and Connery elementary

schools for being two of 10 Level 4 schools

statewide that had the biggest combined

increase from last year in the percent of

students scoring in the proficient and

advanced categories.  Both schools had

double-digit percentage increases in the

number of students scoring in the two

highest categories in the MCAS in 2011.

Ingalls School also made strong progress

with its test scores, meeting its Adequate Yearly

Progress (AYP) goals in grades 3, 4 and 5. In

English Language Arts (ELA), the  aggregate

change from 2010 to 2011 was an increase

of 9.2 points; in math, it was 10.1 points. 

The number of Harrington grade 4

students proficient in ELA jumped from six

to 33, and in math from 14 to 33. On the

math exam, Harrington had five grade 4

students score advanced (none did in 2010)

and 15 grade 5 students scored advanced (up

from two in 2010). The number of students

failing also dropped from 34 to 16 in fourth-

grade math and 46 to 24 in fifth-grade math.

Connery saw improvements in nearly all

areas. The number of fifth-graders scoring

proficient in ELA rose from 19 to 40 and

failures dropped from 35 to 26. In grade 5

math, the number of students needing

improvement fell from 40 to 22 and the

number of proficient students rose from 15

to 28.

Ingalls Principal Kimberlee Powers said

her school was one of the first in the city to

departmentalize seven years ago, allowing

teachers to specialize in aspects of the

curriculum, becoming “masters of what

they teach,” according to the principal.

Teachers have also changed their

assessment practices considerably, creating

their own assessments and sharing them at

faculty meetings. In addition to 90-minute

blocks for both English and math, there is

an additional 90-minute block in which

students can sharpen reading skills on

social studies and science texts.

“The three-hour literacy block is really

helpful because we have so many students

studying English as a second language,” said

Powers, who also commended “the level of

dedication and commitment of our teachers.

They’re always going the extra mile.”

According to both Connery School

Principal Mary Dill and Harrington

Principal Debra Ruggiero, commitment and

dedication of the staff also played a huge

role in their schools’ progress.

“This is a wonderful place to work and

the staff should be commended,” said Dill.

“Their commitment is impressive.”

“The teachers are doing a phenomenal

job,” said Ruggiero.  “I can’t express how

hard they’re working. We have a common

vision and we’re truly a team here.”

Both principals cited several other reasons

for the progress made by their students.

“We have a strong leadership team,” said

Dill, citing the addition of four curriculum

instructors and a program specialist. She said

the curriculum instructors meet weekly with

the staff and there is strong communication

among students, parents and staff.

Dill said the staff is constantly analyzing

data and reworking their plans to reflect

trends they find. At Connery, teachers use

formative assessments -- quick check-ins on

progress being made by individual students -

- and then make plans to address weaknesses.

Both Dill and Ruggiero also cited their staff

for their efforts in professional development. 

“Our teachers stay an extra hour each

Monday for training of some kind and it

has had a huge impact on the recent success

of our school,” said Dill.

Small group instruction is a key, said

Ruggiero. “When teaching was done in

large groups, there were kids who fell

through the cracks. Now things are right in

front of the teachers and they can catch

mistakes and correct them.”

Gov. Patrick 
comes to Cobbet

Teacher
training

has had a
huge

impact on
our recent 
success 

Harrington, Connery celebrate MCAS success
Cobbet paraprofessional Mary Richards, Principal Brian Fay and Gov. Deval Patrick visit a kindergarten class during circle time.
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BY MEAGHAN CASEY

Marshall Middle School was named one of just 21 School of

Distinction honorees by College For Every Student (CFES), a

national nonprofit that that helps underserved students prepare for,

gain access to and succeed in college.

CFES currently works with 150 rural and urban schools and

districts in 22 states. The 21 honorees were recognized for their

efforts in creating high levels of college awareness and aspirations

among their students during the 2010-11 school year. They

represent all levels of education and a range of geographic

settings, from large urban centers such as New York City and

Honolulu to rural communities in western Colorado, the Florida

Panhandle and upstate New York. 

Marshall, one of nine middle schools to be recognized, was the

only school in Massachusetts to receive the award. Officials from

CFES visited the school for a formal banner presentation in

October. 

“Each year, more

of CFES’

participating

schools are

exceeding our

expectations for

inspiring and

motivating students

toward college

success with

creative programs

and impressive

results,” said CFES

President and CEO

Rick Dalton. 

The CFES

program in Lynn

actually began at

the Ford

Elementary School, and transferred to Marshall after the Ford

Annex closed. There are three pillars of the program: Pathways to

College, Mentoring, and Leadership through Service. 

Pathways to College is a practice in which CFES schools

partner with colleges to provide opportunities for students to visit

college campuses, interact with college students and faculty, and

gain exposure to admissions, financial aid and other components

of higher education. Students at Marshall have made visits to

nearby schools such as Tufts, Northeastern University, Wheelock

College, UMass Boston and North Shore Community College to

get an early glimpse at college life. Last year, they also

participated in a school-wide project in which sixth-graders filled

out college applications, seventh-graders wrote college essays and

eighth-graders filled out financial aid forms.

“We have been working diligently to keep students open to the

idea of going to college,” said Marshall Principal Richard

Cowdell.

Mentoring fosters academic and personal growth among CFES

scholars by providing them a supportive relationship with an

older, more experienced individual who can serve as a role model.

Students from Lynn English High School have mentored Marshall

eighth-grade students, preparing them for high school, and those

students, in turn, have served as tutors and mentors to fifth- and

sixth-graders.

Leadership through Service activities are designed to help

students identify and express their leadership potential to improve

their school, neighborhood and community. At Marshall, CFES

students participate in a school-wide recycling initiative. 

We work
to keep

students
open to

the idea of 
college
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Marshall honored for
giving head start on
college preparation

college for every student

Staff members at Marshall, from left, Timothy Ferrari Jr., Oliver Toomey, Principal Dr. Richard Cowdell and Tina Beaulieu.

Superintendent Dr. Catherine Latham, far right, and staff members from Marshall and North Shore Community College
gathered for the CFES banner presentation.

CFES students, front from left, Ariana Oliveira, Matthew Souvanthong, Andre Johnson, Nelson Barrios; middle row, Karina
Mendez  and Matthew Desilets were presented the CFES banner by, back row from left, Tom Yahn, Dr. Paul Frydrych,
Patricia Wolfe, North Shore Community College President Wayne Burton, Marshall Principal Dr. Richard Cowdell, Lynn
Schools Superintendent Dr. Catherine Latham and Tina Beaulieu.
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BY MEAGHAN

CASEY

Students in Barry

McCaul’s auto

collision repair and

refinishing class at

Lynn Tech have

been hard at work

since October

refinishing the body

of a 1988 Ford

Mustang GT

belonging to fallen

U.S. Army Special

Forces Maj. Jeffrey

R. Calero.

It’s a mixture of

community service,

patriotism and

hands-on learning,

all rolled into one. 

Calero, 34, was killed in action in 2007 while conducting a

combat patrol in the southern Afghan city of Kajaki. It was his

second deployment in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.

A native of Puerto Rico, Calero was raised in Queens, N.Y.,

where he graduated from Saint Francis Preparatory High

School and received a partial scholarship to Rensselaer

Polytechnic Institute. He voluntarily enrolled in ROTC and,

upon graduating with his bachelor’s in mechanical engineering,

was commissioned as an Infantry 2nd Lieutenant. In 2001, he

earned the coveted Green Beret. As a civilian, Calero was

working towards earning his professional engineering license

to open his own firm.

Following his death, a team of local Mustang enthusiasts

united to restore the Mustang, which Calero had planned to do

upon his return from active duty. The project – dubbed Project

Fallen Hero – was initiated by Sgt. Fabio Falorni of Methuen,

a veteran of two tours of duty in Iraq. He came across Calero’s

Mustang three years ago while picking up supplies for his unit

at the Army National Guard armory in Springfield. The car had

been parked there since Calero deployed to Afghanistan in

2006 and remained unclaimed by his family. Falorni met with

Sergeant First Class Ed Diaz, who spoke fondly of his friend’s

devotion to the Mustang and expressed his and the family’s

sincerest gratitude for the undertaking of the project. 

The car was originally delivered to Falorni’s home in

Methuen, where the initial prep work began, but students at

Lynn Tech took reins of the project earlier this year. According

to McCaul, the project came to him when Ed Yessaian, an

assistant manager at Auto Body Clinic in Beverly, approached

the class for help. Yessaian, who had signed on as the lead

body person for task, was familiar with the auto collision repair

and refinishing program because he had previously hired three

such students as part of Lynn Tech’s co-op program: Breanne

Caisse and Brujil Moreno, both of whom still work there, and

Juan Urena, who is now serving in the U.S. Marines in

Afghanistan.  

“Due to their success working with Mr. Yessaian, we were

recognized and asked to assist in the project,” said McCaul.

“After approaching [Principal] Diane Paradis with the project

and collaboration idea, we were given the green light. Our

school is excited to help in such an honorable task and much

gratitude goes out to all those who have helped and supported

this project in any way.”  

The Mustang arrived at the school on Oct. 7 and the students

have since been charged with prepping and painting the car,

handling the exterior trim and decorative parts and

reassembling the front and rear lighting and rear hatch area.

Upon completion, the car will be presented back to Calero’s

family. 

“The students feel very strong respect for all military

personnel,” said McCaul. “They better understand that people

die fighting for our freedom and they appreciate the fact that

the car is going back to Maj. Calero’s family. They are taking

this project very seriously.”

MAJ. JEFFREY R. CALERO

Ervin Montesinos smooths out any defects in the metal.

Lynn Tech students are restoring fallen hero’s Mustang

patriotic duty

Tori Park protects the windshield during restoration. Haydee Rodriguez works to prepare metal for the Mustang.



6 — The Lynn Educator  WINTER 2012 The Lynn Educator  WINTER 2012 — 7

BY MEAGHAN CASEY

Located in one of the hubs of the life sciences industry, with more

than 480 biotechnology companies and 46,500 employees statewide,

Lynn Tech students are taking full advantage of a new program that

could pave the way to some very lucrative career paths. 

Earlier this year, the school was awarded grant funding through the

Massachusetts Life Sciences Center’s new Equipment and Supplies

Program for Skills Training and Education, which provides funds for

the purchase of equipment at vocational technical schools, community

colleges and workforce training organizations throughout the

Commonwealth. Out of the 32 grant recipients, Lynn Tech received

one of the top three awards – totaling $202,434 – thanks to matching

funds from Vertex Pharmaceuticals. Before discounts of up to 35

percent off from suppliers, the equipment was valued at $265,000. 

Banafsheh Salamat, head of the science department at Lynn Tech, has

used the equipment to roll out a new biotechnology course this year,

available to juniors and seniors.  Salamat is in her 12th year at the

school and had previously taught marine biology. Before teaching, she

had worked for biotechnology companies in Beverly and Marblehead. 

“I used to see high school kids come in and work part-time,” she

said. “Many of them would go on to get their degrees and would be

the first to be hired. And biotechnology in Massachusetts has

flourished since then.”

It certainly has. Since 2000, Massachusetts has seen a 60-percent

increase in industry employment growth, with the total number of

employees climbing from 29,043 to 46,553 in just 10 years. 

“There are so many companies in Boston and Cambridge that are

accessible to these students,” said Salamat. “To be exposed to this

field and the many job opportunities at different levels is wonderful,

as is the opportunity to work with equipment of this caliber. The

equipment we have in the classroom now, we didn’t even have at the

companies I worked for.” 

Salamat was able to purchase a number of incubators, valued at

$2,000 each, as well as glassware, chemicals, buffers, sterilizers,

scales, hot plates, comparison microscopes, cylinders, vials, a hot

water bath, orbital shakers, a safety cabinet and crime scene

investigation (CSI) kits, among other basic supplies. She also acquired

a great deal of used lab supplies from Vertex as the company prepares

to move its headquarters from Cambridge to Boston’s Fan Pier. 

“Vertex is a strong supporter of science education, and we are

excited to support Lynn Tech in the development of their new

biotechnology program,” said Peter Mueller, executive vice president

and chief scientific officer for Vertex. “By providing the school with

much-needed supplies and equipment, we not only are giving them

access to key technologies and resources, but we also enabled them to

secure additional funding from the Mass. Life Sciences Center.”

Salamat is offering students an introductory course this year and

will offer a more advanced course next year for seniors. She is

currently teaching two classes of juniors and three classes of seniors,

combining the fundamentals of biotechnology with a bit of CSI fun. 

“The students love CSI, but they need the scientific knowledge and

techniques to get to that point,” she said. “Then they can become

investigators and do the DNA fingerprinting and the kits. Kids learn

by doing things, and this is very hands-on.” 

In October, Salamat was recognized as one of four recipients of the

inaugural Lt. Governor’s Award for Excellence in Science,

Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM). Lt. Gov. Timothy

Murray presented Salamat with the award during the eighth annual

statewide STEM Summit. 

Lynn Tech receives
funding for new
science program

biotechbiotech

Peter Young, Gabriel Paulino and Kaitlyne Jimenez work

hard in the new biotechnology class at Lynn Tech.

Julio Garcia and Jordan Avery check out a reaction.

Banafsheh Salamat does a demo for her biotechnology students.

Banafsheh Salamat, head of the Lynn Tech science department, observes Jordan Avery.

Thanks to the Mass. Life Sciences Center and Vertex, Lynn Tech was able to purchase new microscopes, glassware and other materials.



8 — The Lynn Educator WINTER 2012

BY RICH FAHEY

They move across the city’s 24 schools, much like traveling

salesmen, with but one product to sell: music. And they do it

very well.

They are five teachers in all -- three band teachers and two

string instrument

teachers -- from

Lynn Public

Schools Fine Arts

department who

work with students

in grades 3-12,

giving free lessons,

arranging for

instruments and

organizing bands

at each school.

There are 900

students citywide

involved in the

program, 500 of

them learning

string instruments.

There are

individual success

stories within each school. At Marshall Middle School, for

instance, two years ago only eight students were involved in

the band program. Now there are 30, enough students for the

school to have its own band that plays at school events.

Twice a month, the middle-school students from Marshall

travel by bus to Breed Middle School to join other students in

a city-wide band.

The process begins each September, when teachers move

around the schools giving demonstrations and registering students.

Parents must also give permission for students to join the program.

“We couldn’t have this program without the cooperation of

the principals and the classroom teachers,” said Joseph Picano,

director of the Fine Arts department, noting that students are

pulled out of classes for the lessons. “The students also have to

agree to make up any work they miss.”

Getting instruments into the hands of all those who want them

is another part of the program. The schools work with rental

companies and also provide scholarships for students who can’t

afford the rental fees. Other music programs in the area have also

donated used instruments and the Fine Arts department has a

fund that allows it to refurbish donated instruments.

Picano said that when the band held its first city-wide

concert at the end of the school year, it could easily fit into an

elementary school auditorium. It soon graduated to the 1,300-

seat auditorium at English High, but has outgrown that and is

now held before a capacity crowd at the 2,200-seat Veterans

Memorial Auditorium at City Hall. There is also an all-city

string ensemble, a jazz program and a full-fledged orchestra.

“It has to do with quality teaching by quality teachers,” said

Picano.

The band program had only 70 students participating when

Picano was hired 13 years ago, but it is flourishing thanks to

the support within the schools and an active group of parents.

Then there are the outside partnerships the city has developed

with such organizations as the Boston Symphony Orchestra and

the Berklee School of Music, Picano’s alma mater, that

encompass such things as free tickets to concerts, music

education and workshops. The professionals who visit the city

serve as role models for those students aspiring to a music career.

“If we had to pay for these programs, we couldn’t do it,”

Picano said. “This way, we’re able to leverage our budget and

make it go further.”

The band students and vocalists have also earned plaudits for

volunteering their time for appearances at many community events. 

“We do lose some at the high-school level because of clubs

and sports they have to choose from,” Picano said, “but we

have evidence to show that those who stick with the program

and have it on their résumé benefit from it.” He pointed to two

Harvard students and former band members who earned full

scholarships to the school.

The outside world has taken notice. The National

Association of Music Merchants (NAMM) Foundation has

honored the Lynn program three times by naming it one of the

Best Communities for Music Education in the country.

The Lynn High Schools Marching Band will be one of two

high-school bands representing Massachusetts at Washington,

D.C.’s annual Fourth of July parade next summer.

Picano credited Mayor Judith Kennedy with doing the legwork

to secure the appearance and Superintendent of Schools Dr.

Catherine Latham with obtaining the grant for new uniforms.

“When you look good, you play even better,” said Picano.

A private committee is also raising the estimated $30,000 it

will cost to send the students and chaperones on the trip. 

It has to
do with
quality

teaching
by quality 

teachers

Chandler Donovan, Ivan Chavez, Brian Patten and Gage McManus enjoy learning to play their instruments in the Marshall band program.

Instructor Bill Sokolow works with Marilyn DeLeon.

Lynn band students are making sweet music
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BY JESSICA BENSON

Where can students dissect a fruit, fly a kite,

sample edible plants in the woods and figure out

how to use a map and a compass – all in one day?

Only in a place boasting 500 acres of

woods, streams and ponds, fittingly called

Nature’s Classroom.

This fall, fifth-graders from five schools around

the city got to attend week-long outdoors-oriented

sessions run by the established non-profit

organization. Two schools, Shoemaker and Lynn

Woods, attended programs at Nature’s

Classroom’s Charlton location.

Shoemaker has been utilizing the program

longer than any other school in Lynn,

according to Principal Patricia Riley. Riley

loves that it gives her students a chance to get

out of the building and be active learners.

“It’s real engaged learning,” she said. “It’s

important to learn from books, but it’s nice to

have an opportunity for hands-on, too.”

At Nature's Classroom, students take an active

role in their education by participating in all kinds

of exciting hands-on lessons. Curriculum is heavy

on the science, but can also include lessons in

social studies and math. The programs are all

based on state standards, Riley noted.

The difference is the setting. Many of the

children who participate have previously spent

little time in the woods.

“For a lot of the kids, it’s their first

experience away from home,” Riley said.

Children are introduced to nature both

during daylight hours and at night. During

regular nighttime walks, students are taught to

listen and use their senses.

Even mealtimes become a chance to learn

about nature and conservation. Leftovers are

weighed at the end of each meal to see how

much is wasted, prompting participants to

think about what they are consuming.

“The goal is to try to keep that waste to a

minimum,” Riley said. “It makes them think

about it, take only what you eat.”

Nature’s Classroom, with 15 locations

throughout New England and New York, is a

private, nonprofit corporation dedicated to

environmental education. In operation for 37

years, more than 450 schools have come to see

the programs as a solid educational experience

for their students.

The trips to Nature’s Classroom are always

a hit with the children. Though it is a

voluntary program, very few stay behind, and

usually for reasons such as an illness or family

emergency. Riley makes sure that none of her

students opt out due to financial concerns;

families that can’t afford the fees are offered

assistance discreetly from the school’s Parent

Teacher Organization.

Riley enjoys hearing the enthusiastic reports

from students when they return from the trip.

“They love it,” she said. “Even some of the kids

that are kind of leery about going, by the time

they come back, they just loved the program.” 

Fifth-graders enjoy hands-on
learning at Nature’s Classroom

outdoor fun

Lynn Woods has ‘another puzzle for you’

Kylie Madden, Skyler Crayton, Charlize Reyes-Robinson and Katie Whitcomb loved the trip.

Students enjoy lunch after a busy day learning in the great outdoors.

Shoemaker’s Bobby Logue and Lynn Woods’
Jesse Anderson and Cam Green dissect a shark.

Lynn Woods students had a wonderful time putting on “Willie Wonka and the Chocolate Factory,” complete with Oompa Loompas and Carter Clay, right, playing the title character.



And while racking up the wins is

certainly a means to that end, the fact

that they are willing to invest their

time and dedication to the program is

beneficial to everyone involved.

“The football field is a safe haven

for a lot of our kids,” said Holey, a

police lieutenant in charge of the

Special Investigations unit and former

member of the gang unit. “It allows

them the opportunity to be kids and

not have to put up a false street

bravado. We expect kids to learn the

difference between street-tough and

football-tough. They are worlds apart.”

Holey played defensive end and

fullback for Bill Hall and later Paul

Duchane at English, graduating in

1981. He went on to play linebacker

at Boston College where he was a

classmate of Doug Flutie and Lynn

Classical product Tony Thurman.

The Eagles played in three

consecutive bowl games – at a time

when that actually meant something

– and beat the defending national

champion three times in four years.

“It was a wild ride,” said Holey,

who graduated in 1985 with a

degree in sociology. “We were the

class that nobody wanted. We were

all Div. 1-AA players at the time,

but we didn’t know that. We thought

we could go into any stadium in the

country and beat that team.”

Holey got into coaching with East

Lynn Pop Warner right out of college,

and he served 10 years total as an

English assistant, first under Clark

Crowley then Gary Molea, now the

school’s athletic director and one of

Holey’s assistants. When Molea

stepped down in 2008, then-Principal

Andy Fila took a chance on someone

with no head coaching experience.

“Andy told me I was going to be

successful,” Holey said. “I give him

credit for hiring me, supporting me

and believing in me.”

Holey fosters a family atmosphere

with his players, and you might say

the Holeys are the first family of

Lynn English football. Peter’s

younger brother, Paul, also a Lynn

police officer, is an assistant coach.

Paul’s sons, Erick and Brendan,

were seniors this year. Peter’s

daughter, Taylor is a junior

cheerleader, Heather, 7, is the team’s

biggest fan and his wife, Kim, bakes

the cookies for the pre-game meals.

Their son, P.J., is an English grad

who teaches at the school.
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She was in critical condition for

three days at Mass. General, and

spent 17 days in a coma-like state.

She then spent nine weeks at

Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital in

Boston, and three months at the

Sherrill House in Jamaica Plain,

where she underwent speech and

occupational therapy. After returning

home, Borelli received care from the

All Care Visiting Nurses Association

while undergoing outpatient treatment

at Spaulding’s Medford rehab center.

Borelli still has limited use of her

right arm and impaired mobility,

although it is improving steadily.

“The walker will be the next thing

to go,” she said.

Borelli is volunteering two days a

week in the grade 3 classroom of

Colleen McElligott-Liporto at the

Lincoln-Thomson School, where she

spent three years as a curriculum

instructor before being named

interim principal at Hood. She had

previously taught at the former

Washington Community School.

After her stroke, doctors were

unsure of how well she would be able

to communicate. But on a recent

Thursday morning, Borelli, now 49,

spoke clearly and distinctly to a group

of students in a reading group.

Borelli still suffers from a mild form

of aphasia, a communication disorder

that impairs one’s ability to speak and

understand, and she sometimes

searches for the right word. Aphasia

does not affect one’s intelligence; the

best comparison would be a computer

which sometimes processes items a bit

slower than normal.

Before she came back, Borelli

made sure all the teachers in the

school knew about her condition

and how it affected her.

McElligott-Liporto said Borelli has

been a “great addition” to the class,

working with small groups of

students and giving individual

attention where needed. The teacher

said she has benefitted from Borelli’s

experience. “She’s helping me out in

a big way,” McElligott-Liporto said.

Borelli gets emotional when she

talks about the support she has

received from school officials and

her fellow teachers since her illness.

“(Superintendent) Cathie Latham

has been fantastic.” she said. “Two

teachers I worked with at the

Washington School — Joanne

Sweeney, now at the Aborn, and

Nancy VanDell at the Brickett —

have helped me out in many

different ways.” 

She also admits to frustration

caused by her condition and allows

herself a moment to express it.

“Sometimes, I spend five minutes

crying in the shower. Then it’s over

and I go back to work,” she said.

Borelli said she has always been a

strong-willed and determined person

and that her doctors have credited

her attitude for much of her

recovery to date.

Old medicine held that almost all of

the recovery from a stroke would

come in the first year after the

incident, but Borelli’s doctors have

told her there are no limits on her

recovery – not when there are

programs such as the month-long one

Borelli took this summer at the

Aphasia Resource Center at Boston

University’s Sargent College, in which

participants underwent 30 hours a

week of therapy to improve their

speech, mobility, and nutrition. 

Borelli  has been interviewed by

Jerry Kaplan, her former speech

therapist, as part of a PBS special,

“The Afterwards Project,” which is

expected to air next spring.

HOLEY: From Page 12BORELLI: From Page 1

Holey is English top dogHood’s Borelli recovering from stroke

BY JESSICA BENSON

One day not very long ago, a

group of fifth-graders came to the

office at the Connery School with a

tale to tell: they had witnessed a

fourth-grader taking lunch money

from a much younger student, and

wanted to set things right.

That’s when Laura McGaughey

knew her efforts to fight bullying over

the past year were paying off. The

classroom lessons and rallies –

including the recent Unity Day

assembly attended by 600 students and

60 staff members – were clearly having

an impact, with students watching out

for each other like never before.

“It seems to be working,” she said.

McCaughey was hired last year to

be the school’s anti-bullying

coordinator, as well as the community

support liaison. Every school in Lynn

has a position designated for the city-

wide anti-bullying effort.

At her urging, Connery students

and staff came together in October to

celebrate Unity Day and take a stand

against bullies. The color orange was

picked to symbolize the event, since it

was held close to Halloween. Students

and staff wore orange clothes and

orange ribbons to show their support.

During the rally, Principal Mary Dill

declared Connery a “bully-free zone,”

where all students can feel safe.

The school is, indeed, on its way to

being just that. Reports of bullying

have decreased from six or seven per

month to only one or two – and that’s

with students more likely to report an

incident. The drop has been dramatic,

happening much more quickly than

McGaughey had expected.

“It’s great to be a part of it and

make a difference,” she said.

The effort actually starts in the

classroom with teachers watching out

for what McGaughey calls gray-area

behaviors, such as gossiping or

excluding someone from a game.

That’s why she started the school year

with a training session for teachers.

“Teachers have been really great

at this,” McGaughey said.

Unfortunately, bullying does still

exist to some extent, but the good

news is that students at Connery are

now helping the adults fight it.

“They’re not part of the problem,

they’re part of the solution,”

McGaughey noted.

The fifth-graders, and their tale of a

bullying incident they had witnessed,

are a good example. After hearing

their report, McCaughey found and

interviewed the “bully.” She also

talked to the victim, showing him

better ways to deal with someone

trying to take advantage of him.

Peace was quickly restored,

thanks to a group of students who

had seen something that they didn’t

think was right.

“They didn’t think it was fair,”

McGaughey recalls.

She hopes to continue spreading

Connery’s anti-bullying message

after the Christmas break with a

Chain of Kindness event planned for

January. Mentors from English High

School will help with the event,

which McGaughey hopes will be

bigger and better than ever.

Connery students unite to stop bullying Left, Molly Kheal crafts with orange
paper to represent Unity Day. 

Right, Connery teachers symbolically
stand at the assembly to prove 
their dedication to this cause.



Elementary
schools

Aborn 
Anne Graul, Principal

409 Eastern Ave., Lynn, MA 01902 

781-477-7320

Brickett 
Eileen Cole, Principal

123 Lewis St., Lynn, MA 01902 

781-477-7333

Julia F. Callahan 
Edward Turmenne, Principal

200 O’Callaghan Way, Lynn, MA 01905 

781-477-7340

Cobbet   
Dr. Brian Fay, Principal

40 Franklin St., Lynn, MA 01902 

781-477-7341

William P. Connery 
Dr. Mary Dill, Principal

50 Elm St., Lynn, MA 01905 

781-477-7344

Drewicz   
Bernadette Stamm, Principal

34 Hood St., Lynn, MA 01905 

781-477-7350

Robert L. Ford 
Dr. Claire Crane, Principal

49 Hollingsworth St., Lynn, MA 01902 

781-477-7375

E. J. Harrington 
Debra Ruggiero, Principal

21 Dexter St., Lynn, MA 01902 

781-477-7380

Hood 
Gayle Dufour, Principal

24 Oakwood Ave., Lynn, MA 01902 

781-477-7390

Ingalls 
Kimberlee Powers, Principal

1 Collins Street Terr., Lynn, MA 01902 

781-477-7400

Lincoln-Thomson 
Helen Psallidas Mihos, Principal

115 Gardiner St., Lynn, MA 01905 

781-477-7460

Lynn Woods 
Ellen Fritz, Principal

31 Trevett Ave, Lynn, MA 01904 

781-477-7433

Sewell-Anderson 
Patricia A. Mallett, Principal

25 Ontario St., Lynn, MA 01905 

781-477-7444

Capt. William G. Shoemaker 
Patricia Riley, Principal

26 Regina Road, Lynn, MA 01904 

781-477-7450

Edward A. Sisson 
Jane Franklin, Principal

58 Conomo Ave., Lynn, MA 01904 

781-477-7455

Tracy
Pattye Griffin, Principal

35 Walnut St., Lynn, MA 01905 

781-477-7466

Washington   
Nancy Takis-Conway, Principal

58 Blossom St., Lynn, MA 01902 

781-477-7401

Middle 
schools

Breed 
Fred Dupuis, Principal

90 O’Callaghan Way, Lynn, MA 01905 

781-477-7330

Thurgood Marshall 
Dr. Richard Cowdell, Principal

19 Porter St. Lynn, MA 01902

781-477-7360

Pickering 
Robert Murphy, Principal

70 Conomo Ave, Lynn, MA 01904

781-477-7440

High schools/
Alternative 

Lynn Classical   
Gene Constantino, Principal

235 O’Callaghan Way, Lynn, MA 01905 

781-477-7404

Lynn English   
Thomas Strangie, Principal

50 Goodridge Street, Lynn, MA 01902

781-477-7366 

LynnVocational/Technical
Institute 

Diane Paradis, Director

80 Neptune Blvd, Lynn, MA 01902 

781-477-7420

Fecteau-Leary Junior-Senior
High

Maura Scully, Principal

33 North Common St. Lynn, MA 01902 

781-268-3000

LEEP Evening Program
Karen Twomey, Director

50 Goodridge St., Lynn, MA 01902

781-477-7361
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Most people in Lynn probably do not realize that

Lynn English High has a fabulous grandfather

clock, a gift to the school from the class of 1930.

During the last decade the clock had unfortunately

become a huge paperweight, the victim of water

damage from a second-floor radiator pipe. 

As the result of this neglect, the clock sat in the

principal’s office for years. The last time it chimed,

Al Tagney was the principal and current principal

Thomas Strangie was a student. Strangie expressed

an interest in having the clock restored to a

member of the school improvement council, Tim

Ring. After obtaining several proposals, Ken

Pearson of the Time Machines Past and Present of

Ipswich was contracted to begin the lengthy and

detailed restoration. The funding for the restoration

was obtained by selling advertisements in a

program booklet for a Black History Month

presentation in the school’s Lincoln Foyer. 

The grandfather clock (or hall clock as it was

called) was retailed by the Colonial Manufacturing

Co. in Michigan, which made cases for the

mechanisms they bought from clock manufacturers.

The mahogany case is in the Chippendale style,

which was very popular during the Colonial

Revival era of the 1920s. The mechanism was made

by the prominent firm of Winterhalder & Hofmeier,

a company originally founded in 1810 that has

made clocks in Germany since 1850.

According to Pearson, the clock is a high

quality, accurate timekeeper. The clock’s plates

holding the gears are 4 mm thick, a much higher

quality than most typical clocks. It has Westminster

Chimes on the quarter hour, sounding them on the

nickel-plated brass tubes which became popular in

the early 20th century. The heavy brass dial shows

the phases of the moon in the arch.

Lynn English has been located in several

buildings throughout Lynn including the Industrial

Shoe School at 50 High Street (currently Girl’s

Inc.) and the former Cobbet Junior High building

(currently Cobbet Hill Apartments). English High

moved into its 50 Goodridge St. building in

September of 1931. The Class of 1930 would have

been the last class to spend three years (grades 10-

12) in the old school and upon graduation proudly

presented this clock to the new school.  

BY KALENE KOUCH

Cadets in the Lynn English High School

MCJROTC program participated in a five-day

leadership camp at Camp Edwards, located on

the Massachusetts Military Reservation on

Cape Cod. For these cadets, their

stay at Camp Edwards was a

phenomenal experience and a

great way to start off the summer. 

The time spent at the camp

showed cadets how to apply the

14 leadership traits (judgment,

justice, decisiveness, initiative,

dependability, tact, integrity,

enthusiasm, bearing, unselfishness,

courage, knowledge, loyalty,

endurance) in everyday life. Camp

Edwards was a test and an

opportunity for the cadets to fully

apply leadership traits that they have been taught

by their two Marine Instructors, Sgt. Major

Oswald and Master Sgt. Goncalo. 

A highlight of this year’s training for the

cadets was going on a Blackhawk helicopter.

“How many high school students can say

they’ve been on a helicopter?” said Yessica

Rodriguez. Not that many. MCJRTOC is not

just any program; it gives students

opportunities to experience things that they

would never have if they were not in ROTC. 

Another unforgettable experience was a

father telling the cadets the story of his son, a

Marine serving in Afghanistan, who had died in

battle. “I’m sure none of us will forget the story

of Nicholas Xiarhos,” said Heidy Hernandez. 

“It really touched my heart and inspired me

to keep living the dream,” said Cathy Ventura.

“Living the dream” were some of the last

words spoken by Nicholas to his family before

he was killed; it is the motto of the foundation

founded by the Xiarhos family.

Going to Camp Edwards also proved to be

a bonding experience. When first arriving,

cadets walked around and did things as

individuals. As the week progressed, the bond

between the cadets became tighter in that

every obstacle and every challenge put forth

was overcome as a team. Everyone worked

together to complete each task, motivating

each other every step of the way. “Knowing I

wasn’t going through everything alone helped

me a lot,” said Ventura.

Leadership was stressed throughout the stay

at Camp Edwards. Even when it came to

eating, there was an orderly, disciplined way of

doing so. Cadets would line up by rank, from

lowest to highest to teach the cadets the

leadership trait of unselfishness. Leaders

waited for their subordinates to be taken care of

first; true leaders will put others before

themselves.  

Leaving Camp Edwards was bittersweet.

Each cadet felt happy to come home, but sad

to leave because they all had so

much fun. Being isolated for a

week was “very relaxing and I

always felt that I just needed to

be with what I love to do most,

ROTC,” said Josselyn

Hernandez. 

Many life lessons were taken

from the experience. The

majority of the cadets learned to

“try new things, to not be

scared, help one another, and

not be selfish,” said Sandy

Goncalves. For many,

overcoming fear was the most challenging

aspect of being at the camp; however, not one

person, no matter how afraid, gave up. All the

cadets pushed themselves to the limit and

beyond what they thought they could do. 

ROTC is not only about the military. While

the military is a major part of the program, the

main purpose is to grow, not only as a person,

but also as a smaller part of the whole, that

whole being life itself. MCJROTC students are

passionate about the program and are truly

devoted to it and each other, always reaching

for higher goals and bigger dreams. 

Kalene Kouch is a senior in the MCJROTC
program at Lynn English.

English ROTC student reflects on leadership camp

Principal Tom Strangie with the renovated clock.

Lynn English takes
time to restore
antique clock

Camp Edwards cadets had a chance to ride in a Blackhawk helicopter.



BY PAUL HALLORAN

Peter Holey had the feeling his

2011 Lynn English football team

might be a special group, based on

something he saw in 2010.

It was the Monday after

Thanksgiving, and the Bulldogs were

only four days removed from a big

win over Classical in the annual

Thanksgiving game. When Holey,

who had just completed his third year

as head coach, stopped by the weight

room after school he was heartened

by what he saw: a full house.

“I knew from that day we would

have a chance to be really good this

year,” said Holey.

English’s rise to the top of the

Northeastern Conference/Cape Ann

League Tier 1 standings may not

have seemed so imminent to

everyone when the Bulldogs were

2-2 after four games, but Holey had

a feeling the best was yet to come.

“After we lost to Swampscott

(33-19 in week 4), I knew the team

was coming together and I didn’t

think we would lose another game

the rest of the year,” Holey said.

Sure enough, the ’Dogs did indeed

run the table, winning their last

seven games, including three

straight road contests at Peabody,

Masconomet and North Andover,

earning their first league title and

playoff berth since 1990.

Although the MIAA Div. 1A

playoff game was eminently

forgettable – a 46-0 loss to an Everett

team ranked first in the state and

sixth in the Northeast – the Bulldogs

and their coach can look back on the

2011 season with great pride.

“We tell the kids if they work

hard, discipline themselves and

commit to the program and the

classroom, good things are going to

happen,” said Holey, who was

named Daily Item Co-Coach of the

Year and who has a 31-13 record as

head coach at his alma mater. “You

have to validate the message at some

point, and success is the validation.”

As a lifelong Lynner and 24-year

member of the Lynn Police

Department, Holey is keenly aware

of the importance of players’ earning

a tangible reward for their efforts.

12 — The Lynn Educator WINTER 2012

TOP DOG

See HOLEY Page 10

Good
things

are 
going to 

happen

English Bulldogs’ coach looks back on 2011 season with pride

Lynn English football
coach Peter Holey

couldn’t be prouder of
the Bulldogs, who

earned their first league
title in 21 years.


