
VOL. 2, NO. 1 FALL 2011

BY RICH FAHEY

When it comes to teaching and learning,
environment is everything. Students who don’t
feel secure may act out inappropriately.

Three Fall River elementary schools have
embarked on a  program designed to create a
positive classroom environment while reducing
the number of suspensions and referrals for
discipline.

Teachers and administrators  at the Doran,
Viveiros and Fonseca elementary schools
underwent training last summer as part of the
Responsive Classroom Initiative, a program that
trains teachers to use a clear and consistent voice
in their interactions with students.

The program has been implemented by
several school districts around the state,
including Springfield Public Schools, where the

early results have been encouraging in terms of
lessening suspensions and referrals for discipline.

Student behavior can be affected by the simple
act of greeting each child by name in the

morning or daily meetings
to

reinforce important aspects of the program.
There is quiet time built in after recess and
lunch.

All three principals emphasized the
importance of being explicit with expectations

for students and staff taking

RESPONSIVE  CLASSROOMS,  POSITIVE  BEHAVIOR
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BY DAVID LISCIO

Will Crocker stands 6-foot-4, tall by most
standards. He literally towers over his
Morton Middle School sixth-grade students.

Among several Teach for America
instructors currently working in Fall River
Public Schools, Crocker, 23, makes it a
point to shake hands with each student and
get to know them. His classroom walls are

covered with college pennants, a reminder
to the students that they are expected to
succeed in school and go on to higher
education or a professional career track.

“We’re very pleased with our Teach
for America teachers,” said Morton
Principal Sheila Fisher. “Teach for
America recruits the top college
graduates from throughout the country. 

Prize Will
Way

From left,Tyler Pires, Brittney Medeiros, Hector Tomassini, Heaven Jeffers,Avery Allison and
Victoria Pires show their good behavior in the Viveiros cafeteria. PHOTO: REBA M. SALDANHA

Will Crocker makes sure his students at Morton Middle School are focused on succeeding in school and eventually moving on to college. PHOTO: REBA M. SALDANHA
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As the mayor of Fall
River, and chair of the Fall
River School Committee, I
am glad to take this
opportunity to provide our
citizens with news of the
significant progress our
schools are making. 

In 2009 a review team
from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary
Education (DESE)

identified serious weaknesses in Fall River Public
Schools. During the past two years we have
worked together to correct deficiencies noted in the
report and I am pleased to report that DESE has
recognized our progress. In October, DESE
published a report noting the substantial progress
within our school system. The commissioner of
education noted that our work over the past two
years holds promise in putting the district on a track
toward greater improvement in student
achievement through higher quality teaching in Fall
River Public Schools.

The evidence of progress is clear. During the past

two years we have seen dramatic decreases in our
dropout rates and steady increases in our graduation
rates. More and more of our students are achieving
at higher levels as demonstrated by statewide
measures such as MCAS and AP courses. 

During the past two budget cycles we made
significant investments in programs for our students
with special needs, as well as our English language
learners. We tripled the number of ESL teachers
and added more special-education services,
including the creation of the Stone Therapeutic Day
School to make sure our neediest children stay in
their home community for school. We have
supported the redesign plans at Tansey, Viveiros
and Doran elementary schools with funding for
additional teachers and counselors. The investments
in teaching and learning are leading to higher
achievement levels for our students.

A new reading program for elementary students,
gifted-and-talented programs, expanded fine arts
offerings, career pathways, technology-enhanced
learning and extended-day opportunities, along
with partnerships with companies and colleges, are
examples of positive changes that enhance
students’ learning experiences in our schools. Two

of our schools, Matthew J. Kuss Middle and Frank
M. Silvia Elementary, continue to receive state and
national recognition for their accomplishments as
successful expanded-time schools.

Our investment in education continues through
the construction of the new James Madison Morton
Middle School. Scheduled to open in September
2013, the school will provide 600 students in
grades 6-8 with a state-of-the-art learning facility. 

While we are fortunate to have new learning
facilities, we are even more fortunate that our
buildings are staffed with dedicated educators and
support personnel who are committed to providing
our children with every opportunity to achieve at
high levels. Our educators have been successful in
attracting grants and contributions to allow for
enriching after-school, weekend and summer
learning and recreational programs in order to bring
the best educational opportunities to our school
children and their families. 

Please take a moment to review the exciting
news in The Fall River Educator. Thank you for
continuing to support the Fall River Public Schools.

William A. Flanagan is mayor of Fall River. 

Often, I live in two
separate, yet
intersecting worlds. As
both a superintendent
of schools and mother
of four children, my
lens on our school
system is often viewed
through a mother’s
eyes. College and
career success for all

students is the goal of our school system.
What parent would want anything less for
their child? And yet, how we prepare our
students for success must go beyond the
academics delivered in our classrooms. 

As parents, the signals are clear when our
children are feeling positive about school.
Their homework is completed with little
complaint, they have strong friendships
within their classrooms, and learning is, by

all accounts, joyful. Likewise, many of us
have experienced the trials and tribulations
when our children feel a lack of confidence
about their academic abilities or peer
relationships. 

Our children’s readiness to learn and excel
academically is dependent in part upon
attending to the myriad of factors that affect
students’ social and emotional well-being.
Recent brain-development research has
found that frequent engagement in play, the
arts, and sports can promote critical thinking
through the connecting of imagination and
creativity with logic and analysis. We also
know that positive attitudes are critical for
students to persevere through academic
challenges, and that students benefit socially
and academically through positive peer
membership. 

Our goal is to assist all of our students in
being self-confident and engaged learners.

For this to occur, our schools are beginning
to adopt a comprehensive social and
emotional Wellness Plan across five
domains: coordinated services with
community agencies, recasting staff positions
to better support students’ social and
emotional needs, in-school and after-school
peer programs and activities, self-efficacy
strategies (the belief that hard work will
result in academic gains) embedded into
daily classroom practices, and parent
engagement activities.

The Fall River School Committee has
taken important steps in order to ensure our
schools are well prepared to support our
Wellness Plan. The committee has funded
professional development for teachers to
participate in Responsive Classroom, created
student support positions to facilitate services
for children and families, increased the
number of school adjustment counselors, and

added in-school and after school programs
and activities to promote positive peer
relationships among students. In addition to
traditional parent-engagement activities, our
schools are beginning to secure grant funding
to increase parent participation in advancing
their own skills through attending English as
a Second Language, computer literacy,
and/or GED classes.

In Fall River Public Schools we place a
high value on the role of parents and
caregivers and hope that you will join us as
we strengthen our schools to support each
and every child to be self-confident and
engaged learners. Please take a moment to
enjoy our stories, many of which highlight
our emerging work in wellness, in this
edition of The Fall River Educator.

Meg Mayo-Brown is superintendent of
schools.

2 —— The Fall River Educator FFaallll  22001111

FALL RIVER SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Mayor William E. Flanagan
Chairman

Mark Costa
Vice-Chairman

PUBLISHED BY:
FALL RIVER PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Meg Mayo-Brown
Superintendent

www.fallriverschools.org

SUBMIT STORY IDEAS TO:
Tom Coogan

Chief Operating Officer
417 Rock St. Fall River, MA 02720

508-675-8420
tcoogan@fallriverschools.org

PRODUCED BY:
GRANT COMMUNICATIONS

CONSULTING GROUP

781-598-8200
WWW.GRANTGROUP.COM

gccg@grantgroup.com

BY DAVID LISCIO

The America’s Promise Alliance announced Oct. 12 that
Fall River has been named as one of the 100 Best
Communities for Young People in the country.

For Christian McCloskey, Fall River Youth Services
Coordinator since 2002, the recognition affirms what he and
other city and school officials have been trying to
accomplish. A live webcast from Durfee High School spread
the word as the honor was unveiled in Washington, D.C.

Fall River received identical recognition in 2008 when it
first entered the national competition, which started in 2005.
No contest was held in 2009, but the following year reviewers
at the alliance were again attracted to Fall River’s submission.

The most recent application was submitted last May. Like
the previous one, it attempted to explain Fall River’s efforts
as a community to reduce high school dropout rates and
provide services and support to its youth. 

Application reviewers took note of the city’s various
programs designed to ensures the healthy development of local
youth by bringing together various organizations and sectors to
provide essential services, as well as encouraging youth to get
involved and make a difference in the community. 

“In a nation where 7,000 students drop out of high school
every day, we hope Fall River’s initiatives inspire other
communities to take action to solve the challenges facing
their young people,” said Marguerite W. Kondracke,
America’s Promise Alliance president and CEO. “Fall River
is especially deserving of this recognition due to their efforts
to ensure that their young people graduate high school and
go on to lead healthy, productive lives.”

Fall River will receive a $2,500 grant, signage
identifying the community as one of the winners and
access to the alliance’s community development resources.

A list of the 2011 winners is online at
www.americaspromise.org/100best.

Fall River named among 100 best communities for youth

MEG MAYO-BROWN

WILLIAM
A. FLANAGAN

Superintendent Meg Mayo-Brown speaks at Durfee during the
the announcement of Fall River’s earning Top 100 status.

Our schools are making progress

Preparing students for success goes beyond our classrooms

Richard Pavao

Marilyn Roderick

Joseph Martins

Robert Maynard

Tim McCoy
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BY KEVIN DOYLE

Fourth- and fifth-grade students at the Tansey Elementary
School have an elective period built into their weekly schedule
for the first time this year, allowing them to select their own
course from a diverse offerings such as theater, book club,
chorus, the Olympics and the Tansey nature site.

In developing the electives program, Principal Kristen Farias
drew on her previous experience as principal at Viveiros
Elementary, one of Fall River’s three expanded learning time
(ELT) schools. The ELT pilot program, which started in 2005 at
select schools across Massachusetts, is designed to create
integrated learning experiences. 

“Both the assistant principal and I came from an expanded
learning time school where the children had the opportunity to
select enrichment courses. We found this to be a wonderful
opportunity for our students,” Farias said. “They were excited
about their courses and took more ownership of their learning
because they had selected which course interested them.

Farias, who is in her third year as Tansey principal and 15th
in the district, said the push to add elective courses actually
came from Tansey students.

“Some of our children had asked when they could choose
what they were learning and that brought us back to our
experience with expanded learning time. We wanted to find a
way to offer our children that same opportunity, so we built an
elective period into our weekly schedule for fourth- and fifth-
grade students,” she said.

Two months into the school year, Farias said it’s difficult to
determine which courses have emerged as student favorites.
However, a large number showed interest in studying the
Olympics and the Tansey nature site.

Farias describes the nature site as “a wonderful resource that
has not been fully accessed in the past.” One of the elective
courses being offered during the fall semester involves the study
of plants, animals, insects and habitats found at the site.

Farias said students in that course will “collect samples, study
adaptation of various organisms, learn about poisonous plants,
and work collaboratively to share their findings with the group.”
They will also learn and use course-specific vocabulary terms
such as “herbivore” and “carnivore.” It is just one example of
the enhanced learning that will allow students to prepare for
middle school, high school and beyond.

Additionally, a fully-equipped computer lab with 28 student
stations is now up and running, providing each student with
personal access for most classes. Farias stressed that society’s
growing dependence on technology makes it imperative that
21st century computer skills are taught as early as possible.

“Even very young children have access to and are prepared
to begin developing these skills. It makes so much sense for us,
at the elementary level, to begin providing direct technology
instruction and also embedding the use of technology in what
we do each day,” Farias said. 

The expanded course offerings require additional manpower,
and Farias said Tansey is fortunate to be able to draw on a
supportive group of parents as well as a growing partnership
with Bristol Community College (BCC).

“We have groups of parents that come in to support teachers
and children in the classroom, to help prepare materials and to
run our library. We also have parents who volunteer to organize
and assist with evening activities,” Farias said. 

The collaboration with the education department at BCC
allows college students to complete their pre-service
requirements at Tansey. 

Tansey offers expanded course options for student selection

Electives? 
They’re elementary
Electives? 
They’re elementary

Teacher Steve Marek works with Zachary Ashley on the
nature site at Tansey.

Third-graders Niles Perry (front), Cameron Mello, Jacob
McNally and Nathan Hackett use the new computer lab.

Monica Silva, left, and Abby Schnurr, study using
computers at Tansey Elementary School.

Zachary Lucas,
left, and Evan

Bouchard
explore the

Tansey nature
site.

PHOTOS: REBA M.
SALDANHA
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BY DAVID LISCIO

Watson Elementary School students are no longer simply asked
to read a book chapter to prepare for an upcoming study of a
specific subject.

Thanks to recent upgrades in technology, the students instead
watch three-minute videoclips that provide an introduction to the
body of knowledge next on their academic agenda.

As part of this technological advancement, when time arrives for
the class lesson, students can see their individual work captured by
a document camera and projected onto an electronic whiteboard for
all to examine.

“Kids love seeing their work up on the whiteboard,” said
Principal Karlene Ross, who has spearheaded the effort to obtain a
wide array of technological devices designed to enhance the
educational experience. 

According to Ross, the more than 300 students enrolled at the
aging school building had no technological advantages until the
equipment arrived, much of it funded by the 2009 federal American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) as well as MEDITECH,
a local corporate partner. 

“We received an ARRA grant, which is stimulus money given to
us over three years,” Ross said. “Last year was our final year.
During that time we have upgraded the technology in our
classrooms with projectors, whiteboards and cameras.”

The upgrade cost $36,000. Of that, $31,000 came from the
ARRA grant and the remaining $5,000 from MEDITECH. 

“We were able to buy projectors for all our classrooms and hook
them up to computers. Now we can show movies, use them to
display Power Point presentations or whatever,” Ross said.
“MEDITECH gives us a $5,000 grant every year and we use it to
offset the cost of computer technology.”

The children have been invigorated by the technology,
particularly the document cameras. “You take the student’s work,
shoot it under the document camera and project it onto the
whiteboard, which is huge. That way the other students can see it
and learn,” Ross said. “Every classroom has a document camera
and a projector mounted on a whiteboard.”

When the latest round of funding arrives, the school will
purchase Eno boards, which are similar to SMART boards, for the
second and third grades. 

Eno Boards are currently used by Watson School students in
grades 4-5. The plan is to buy more of the high-tech displays for
the second and third grades. 

“The Eno board actually talks to your computer,” Ross said. 
Watson also has a new reading series in which the children learn

about a concept. For example, the fourth grade is exploring how to
participate as a team. 

“To help the kids understand the concept, they view videoclips.
All the kids get to see three-minute videoclips about what they’re
going to be studying. This puts them at an advantage,” Ross said. 

The students are taking computer classes taught by Allison
Lynch. 

“The kids work on keyboarding and eventually they’ll be doing
21st-century-type projects,” Ross said. “As part of the new reading
series there’s also a writing project, which involves blogging, how
to navigate the Internet and how to write photo captions.”

Since the school has two classes at each grade level, finding a
common planning period for teachers each week can be difficult.
But at Watson, that dilemma has been solved by the introduction of
weekly Spanish and computer classes. During the common
planning period, one group of students attends Spanish class
instructed by teacher Lucina Castillo while the other group gets a
lesson in computer technology.

Watson students
benefit from new
learning tools

TECHNICAL
ASSISTANCE

Fifth-grader Sierra Hall uses
one of the whiteboards at
Watson Elementary School.

PHOTO: REBA M. SALDANHA



BY RICH FAHEY

Sometimes, what happens after school can help make sure a
student stays in school.

A federal 21st Century grant has allowed Durfee High to offer
innovative programs that could be turning points for students who are
deciding whether to drop out of school.

The grant has allowed Durfee to establish a Community Learning
Center (CLC) during non-school hours aimed at students who not
only may be struggling, but also lack the ties to the school that
participation in athletics or clubs can bring. 

The programs and activities also include academic components that
can help boost students’ achievement levels and test scores, and
offers literacy and other educational services to the families of
participating children.

“We’re trying to give kids an opportunity to plug into something
outside of class that might help them stay in school.” said Durfee
social studies teacher Derek Farias, a co-director of Durfee’s summer
programs and the co-coordinator of the CLC.

This year’s menu at the CLC includes such offerings as culinary
arts, photography, cosmetology, fencing, sports, dance, music
recording, an engineering program featuring skateboard ramp design,
and a wellness center featuring nutrition and fitness programs.

The CLC has openings for 60 students to participate in what is a
year-long commitment. 

Programs are offered Monday and Wednesday or Tuesday and
Thursday, and students can sign up for up to four days each week.
The program consists of two equal segments separated by a short
break, a total of three hours each day, and a free snack is included.

Farias says he expects the program to benefit from the experience
of last year, when he didn’t have a strong handle on what programs
appealed to students and attendance was uneven. This year, he will
get feedback from students at the end of each session, the first of

which will end around Thanksgiving. He’ll then adjust the programs
accordingly.

“At the end of last year, we sat down with students and found out
what they liked and didn’t like,” he said.

Farias will gauge student interest and attendance at the courses and
use other observation tools to decide what programs will remain. 

The process begins when Farias asks school staff members to
submit proposals for programs. Improving MCAS scores and other
academic outcomes are an important part of every proposal.

He also is looking to bring in professionals in certain fields to assist
staff members with their courses. There are also funds for field trips.

The 21st Century grant also includes a summer component called
High School Now that identifies grade 8 students headed for
Resiliency Prep and Durfee who are struggling and have been
identified as most likely to drop out. There are intense remediation
programs in the morning and enrichment programs in the afternoon.
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Learning doesn’t stop when the
school day ends at Durfee

Culinary Arts teacher Matt Bettencourt works with students
(from left) Gabby Abreu,Ashley Beato and Shelby Chouinard.

Aronde Odom, left, and Eduardo
Laos practice fencing, one of
Durfee’s elective programs.

PHOTOS: REBA M. SALDANHA

Women That Rock 5k
You can roll through the streets of Fall

River and then rock the night away.
The Women That Rock III Road Race

and Concert will be held on Nov. 5 at 10
a.m. at Durfee High.A portion of the
proceeds of the event, run by the school’s
student government, will benefit the
Women’s Center of Fall River, a 30-year-old
organization offering comprehensive free
and confidential services to survivors and
victims of domestic violence, sexual assault,
and child trauma. Last year’s beneficiary was
the South Coast Cancer Center.

The 5K race starts on the Durfee
campus and runs through the Highlands of
Fall River to a fast finish on the Durfee
track.There will be trophies for the male
and female overall winners and medals to
the top three finishers in seven age groups.

All participants pre-registered and
paying the non-refundable $20 fee by
Nov. 1 will receive a long sleeve gray T-
shirt, a free post-race party, and free
admission to the Women that Rock III
concert in the Durfee High auditorium at
7 p.m.The race is limited to the first 500
entries. Number pick-up for runners will
be on race day at the Durfee High field
house from 8-9:30 a.m.

The lineup for the concert was
recently firmed up. It will include Terra
Naomi, a pop singer whose performance
of  “Say It’s Possible” made her a YouTube
sensation; folk/indie/pop singer Anna
Johnson of Tennessee and up-and-coming
singer Andrea Belanger of Fall River.

For more information, go to
www.fallriverschools.org/durfeehigh.cfm 
or call 508-675-8137.
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BY KEVIN DOYLE

In the spring of 2010, a group of
influential stakeholders, including teachers,
administrators, parents and community
members, came together to create a redesign
plan for the Doran School. As a result of that
plan, approved by the Fall River School
Committee and the Commissioner of the
Massachusetts Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education, Doran received
more than $700,000 to implement its
redesign.  One of the components included
the transition from a traditional K-5
elementary school to pre-K-8 school in
efforts to build stronger relationships among
Doran faculty and students.

Last year, two pre-K classes were added
and two sixth grades are being phased in
this year. Grades seven and eight will
follow in each of the next two years.

The redesign plan addresses many issues,
including that the percentage of Fall River
students whose first language is not English
is 60 percent greater than that of the state, as
well as the fact that about 23 percent of city
students annually move from school to
school in and out of the district. 

“Research tells us that students who
experience fewer transitions are more likely to
be successful in school. We wanted to create a
stable environment for our children,” said
Principal Maria Pontes. “We want our
students to be with us and have an opportunity
to build strong connections and relationships
with us so that we can support them as they
prepare for high school and beyond.” 

Pre-K was included when data analysis
indicated students were arriving at Doran
already deficient in requisite math and
literacy skills. “Our hope is to prepare our
children so that their learning gaps aren’t
already starting in kindergarten,” Pontes said.

The plan has three key elements:
ensuring that students receive quality,
effective instruction; addressing student
readiness to learn social, emotional and
physical needs; and guaranteeing
curriculum that is both rigorous and
aligned. There is also increased focus on
building every teacher’s capacity to deliver
quality, rigorous instruction.

“In order to prepare our children for the
21st century, we need to be sure that we are
instructing them accordingly. Our
classrooms look and sound different than
they did when we went to school. We serve
a diverse population and our teachers need
the professional development necessary to
address our student’s needs,” said Pontes.

She has the utmost praise for the Doran
staff, half of which are new to the school,
for their commitment to increasing their
skills and knowledge in order to meet the
diverse needs of their students.

“Our teachers have done an incredible
job in modeling for our children that they,

too, are lifelong learners. They have
participated in an incredible amount of
professional development – before school,
after school, on weekends as well as
throughout the summer,” said Pontes.

The plan’s holistic approach strives to
break down barriers and impediments that
may keep parents from full engagement in
their child’s education. A student support
coordinator is the link between schools,
family and community; and a parent
outreach coordinator oversees parenting
workshops, English as Second Language
(ESL) classes and GED classes. 

The district’s new literacy program is
aligned with common core standards that
identify consistent and clear guidelines of
what students are expected to learn while
allowing for the differentiation of
instruction for all students.  

As the phase-in/phase-out process
continues, Pontes said numbers of students
and staff will remain relatively stable. Staff
will be appropriated to meet specific needs,
such as teaching middle-school grades.

“The addition of pre-K was very smooth.
We love having the opportunity to get our
children at a young age so we can start
preparing them,” Pontes said. “This year,
one of our greatest challenges was that the
schedule had to be adjusted to reflect the
middle-school model.”

Planning for the addition of grades seven
and eight is in full swing with adjustments to
curriculum, scheduling, staffing, resources
and materials already being made. As the
middle-school levels flesh out, student input
will be sought with regard to adding
extracurricular activities such as student
government and athletics. The student support
coordinator is working with community
partners to facilitate these additions.

Pontes said the community has supported
the sweeping changes. “Our families know
that we needed to make some changes. No
one wants their children to be successful
more than our families, so they have
worked hard to support us,” she said.

Ultimately, the goal is to provide the best
education possible for students while
transforming Doran into a community hub.

“We have no intention of sending our
children elsewhere. We love the fact that
most our students chose to remain with us,”
Pontes said. “We want our children to have a
middle-school experience in a small school,
so we have to work hard at providing them
as many opportunities as possible to ensure
they are prepared for high school.”

Team effort boosts Doran

Bigger
and better

Bigger
and better

We want to create a
stable environment 
for our children.

Samantha Mann looks over a worksheet in a sixth-grade class.

Anthony Cabral, right, shows a solution to Shyla Roderick.

Sixth-grader Allie Carrerio works on a math problem at her desk. Alina Mann and Landon Crivaro “cook” in Rita Mendonca's class. Isaac Duprey, left, and Logan Vandenburgh play at the sand table. Makayla Gurley, left, and Krystal Duarte bathe their dolls.

Pre-K teacher Gloria Warren spells with Camren Barroso. PHOTOS: PAULA MULLER
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BY KEVIN DOYLE

Thanks to a grant awarded by United
Cerebral Palsy, 10 special-needs students
from the Fall River school district will
begin a weekly therapeutic horseback riding
program at the Greenlock Therapeutic
Riding Center in Rehoboth in November.

“Cerebral Palsy received the grant and
contacted us looking for our involvement,”
said Joyce Blackburn, the district’s director
of Special Education for the past four years.
Blackburn then reached out to Greenlock.
This is Fall River’s first involvement with
the program; the annual award can be

applied for on a recurring basis.
Founder and Director Edith Wislocki

established Greenlock Therapeutic Riding
Center (GTRC) in 1989. “I was in mental
health for years and had always been
interested in horses and animals. I was in
my mid-life crisis and decided to put
together my academic background with my
interests. We rented a farm for the first three
years, and then bought one,” she said.

Director Sheila Greenbaum, intake
therapist Laurel Welch and volunteer
coordinator Diana Alexander join Wislocki
on the staff at GTRC, which works with
private schools, health agencies and

provides some services to the Dighton-
Rehoboth School District, servicing an
average of 150 disabled riders per week.
Wislocki said Fall River is somewhat of “an
experimental model” since services will be
funded through a grant.

The center offers both therapeutic riding
and hippotherapy and the Fall River
students, ages 4-10, will initially engage in
both disciplines as a means to assess their
individual needs. According to Blackburn,
all of the children have been diagnosed as
having disabilities on the autism spectrum,
which encompasses a group of disorders
with similar symptoms or features. 

Among the documented benefits of
therapeutic riding are improved muscle
tone, motor skills and coordination as well
as an enhanced sense of well-being. It is a
widely-held belief that riding allows

disabled individuals to experience a sense of
independence they may otherwise be unable
to achieve.

Wislocki described hippotherapy as a
discipline in which therapists “use the horse as
a moving platform.” Derived from “hippos,”
the Greek word for horse, hippotherapy was
formalized in Europe in the 1960s and
involves physical, speech and occupational
therapists utilizing the horse’s movement as a
means to improve the rider’s neuromuscular
function, language and fine motor skills.

Blackburn said students will learn to ride,
care for and groom their animals. Students
will be accompanied to each session by their
classroom teacher and a paraprofessional
while the GTRC staff will provide trained
leads and walkers. The program will continue
weekly throughout the school year and extend
through next summer.

Grant to fund therapeutic
riding program for students

BY MEAGHAN CASEY

When the first bell rings at Talbot Middle School at 7:35 a.m., a
group of nearly two dozen students in grades 6-8 come together
armed with notepads, cameras and ideas. They are curiosity seekers,
with a close eye on issues affecting their school, their community
and the Commonwealth. They are driven to tell their stories and are
learning how to do so in the school’s new journalism class. 

The class, offered during a morning enrichment block, is led
by ESL teacher Brian Miller. New to the district this year, Miller
has been in the education field for the past 10 years and also has
a background in journalism, having reported for the Taunton
Gazette in 1998-99. 

“There was a call to produce a school newspaper, and I think
it’s important for these students to be able get their opinions out
there and generate stories they themselves would want to read,”
said Miller.

The 23 students in the class are getting an introduction to the
framework of writing and each is responsible for producing one
article for the inaugural edition of the newspaper, due out this fall. 

“The fact that we’ve gotten an opportunity to create a school
newspaper is exciting,” said eighth-grader Genessy Ramos.  “Right
now we can go to the computer or the TV for our news, but this
will be a way for students to see what’s going on in our own
school. It’s going to be fun putting it all together and publishing.”

Ramos is contributing to the sports section and has been
covering Talbot’s fall sports teams.

“On Saturday mornings, we bring our notebooks and write as we
watch the games,” she said. “It’s a different way to watch them.”

Sixth-grader Dylan Moura will be tackling the issue of school
lunches and interviewing cafeteria workers to find out where the
food comes from. 

“I like writing,” he said. “I’m looking forward to getting this
published.”

Fellow sixth-grader Alex Moniz is working on the student life
section and will be frequently honing in on the opinions and
activities of the student body. 

“I like that we get to interview people and learn all about
them,” said Moniz. 

In addition to the journalism class, Talbot is offering students a
wide range of enrichment classes including culinary arts, video
production, drama and martial arts. “It’s a great way to bring in
some of the arts and technical programming that aren’t a part of
the students’ everyday curriculum,” said Miller. 

Talbot students 
working on new
school paper

Sixth-graders Alex Correa, Dallas Corderio and Alex Moniz display a mock-up of the sections of the newspaper.

HOT OFF�
THE PRESS



showing resilience
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BY RICH FAHEY

Years ago, the city’s alternative high school was really no
alternative. It included only about 50 students, and graduated only
about five percent of the students who attended. The course offerings
were so poorly regarded that students received only half the credit
that students at Durfee High received for the same courses.

Out of that school grew Resiliency Preparatory School, a
Pathways school that offers multiple pathways to get to the goal
of a high school diploma.

Resiliency Prep educates between 200-250 students. About 55
percent of the students who enter eventually graduate – an outstanding
number for an urban, alternative high school that places it among
the most successful schools of its kind in the state and country.

“In most alternative schools, a 20-30 percent graduation rate
is considered acceptable,” said Principal Omari Walker. “In New
York City, 40 percent exceeds expectations. That’s why we
don’t think there’s anyone doing it better.”

The school works with students in a variety of ways, including
traditional courses, hybrid courses that combine in-school and
online learning, and accelerated learning credit recovery courses.

Walker came to the Fall River school district in the summer of
2006, along with then-Durfee Principal Ralph Olsen and fellow
associate principal Paul Marshall, who is now the Durfee principal.

Walker led the city’s alternative education program and
essentially ran Resiliency Prep before officially becoming
principal in March 2009. His job has been to evaluate programs,
develop new ones and find ways to fund them.

Walker estimated that it takes about $1 million in new and renewed
grants each year to keep the school going. “We’ve been able to add
the resources and programs to make this a viable school,” he said.

He has traveled all over the country to view alternative
education programs in such places as New York City,
Philadelphia, and Portland, Ore. Some of these have inspired
Walker as he develops the Resiliency Prep curriculum.

Portland has used a series of student-run businesses to engage at-risk
youth. Walker has established a student-run printing business at RPS.

From New York City, Walker has borrowed a program that
targets students who are “over-aged but under-credited” and in
danger of “aging out” and becoming 21 before obtaining their
degree. The RPS Academy has three 12-week trimesters that can
allow students to get a full year’s credit in a course in only 12
weeks by demonstrating their competency. “Most kids can make
up 1½ or two years’ worth of credits in just one year,” said Walker.
“We can give them hope they can reach the finish line.”

The Gateway to College program, which allows students to
finish requirements for their diploma at Bristol Community
College while also taking college-level classes. “They can get
support working towards their diploma and getting an
associate’s degree at the same time,” said Walker.

A $423,000 state grant obtained through the Title IID program
allowed 10 teachers at RPS to take six graduate level courses at
Northeastern to become certified instructors of online courses. Teachers
have not only built courses — including hybrid courses that combine
online learning with in-person classes — but have also taught other
teachers at both RPS and Durfee how to build and administer them. 

The school partners with the Workforce Investment Board on
a jobs program for students.

Walker said that with attendance a major issue, the school utilizes
a whatever-it-takes attitude, tracking attendance, getting truants to
school, making wake-up calls when necessary, and visiting homes
twice a week. 

Principal Omari Walker, center, and the students and staff at RPS are enthusiastic about their school.

Markee Malone cuts
Cedric Cooke’s hair
during an after-school
program at Resiliency
Prep School.

PHOTOS: PAULA MULLER

Samantha Botelho
works on a project
in the print shop.

Students taking
advantage of the
alternatives offered
by Resiliency Prep

Feel-good Fridays
It’s Friday morning, and what’s that

good smell coming from the cafeteria
at Resiliency Prep?

It’s the weekly free breakfast
whipped up by volunteers from the
school staff – usually pancakes, waffles
or egg sandwiches. Add in a little
music, and it’s a festive atmosphere
before the school day begins.

The weekly free breakfasts are

three years old, and have proven to be
a simple answer to a vexing problem.

“Friday was our worst attendance
day of the week,” said RPS Principal
Omari Walker.“Now it’s our best.”

The breakfast is only the beginning.
Later on in the day, two students will
be presented with certificates as the
Academic Student of the Week and
the Character Student of the Week.
Certificates announce why the
student has been singled out.The staff
at the school make the decisions on

which students should be honored.
“The kids really get into it,” said

Walker.“These kids are not used to
being acknowledged for doing well.
Yes, these kids are 15, 16, but a lot of
these certificates end up getting
posted on refrigerators.”

Walker said the weekly event also
serves another important purpose
besides boosting attendance:“It’s a
great time for us to acknowledge the
good that is happening here.” 



ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
Spencer Borden
Michael Ward, Principal
1400 President Ave.
508-675-8202 

John Doran
Maria Pontes, Principal
101 Fountain St.
508-675-8225

Mary L. Fonseca
Carrie Glenn, Principal
160 Wall St.
508-675-8177

William S. Greene
Joel Jocelyn, Principal
409 Cambridge St.
508-675-8325

Alfred S. Letourneau
Dr. Catarina A. da Silva, Principal 
323 Anthony St.
508-676-2170

Frank M. Silvia
Denise Ward, Principal
1899 Meridian St.
508-675-9811

James Tansey
Kristen Farias, Principal
711 Ray St.
508-675-8206

Carlton M.Viveiros
Meg Christ, Principal
525 Slade St.
508-675-8300

Samuel Watson
Karlene Ross, Principal
935 Eastern Ave.
508-675-8240

MIDDLE SCHOOLS
Matthew J. Kuss
Nancy Mullen, Principal
52 Globe Mills Ave.
508-675-8335

Henry Lord
Sheryl Biss, Principal
151 Amity St.
508-675-8345

James Madison Morton
Sheila Fisher, Principal
290 Rock St.
508-675-8340

Stone Therapeutic Day School 
Mary Ellen Shaw, Principal
1207 Globe St.
508-675-8405

Edmond P. Talbot
Elizabeth Coogan, Principal
124 Melrose St.
508-675-8350

HIGH SCHOOLS
B.M.C. Durfee High
Paul Marshall, Principal
360 Elsbree St.
508-675-8100

Resiliency Prep
Omari Walker, Principal
276 Maple St.
508-675-8230
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BY DAVID LISCIO

Spencer Borden Elementary School
Principal Michael Ward knows it takes more
than academics to shape a student’s growth.

“You have to look at the whole child.
Academics is an important piece, but there’s
much more to it,” said Ward, a strong
proponent of programs and teaching
strategies designed to address children’s
overall wellness. 

At Spencer Borden, a short assembly is
held every Monday morning to boost school
spirit. Students sing the school song, “I
Won’t Give Up On You.” The assembly
focuses on four key messages: 

This is important.
You can do it.
Effort counts.
We won’t give up on you.

“In the assembly, four students come up
and repeat the four key messages. Then the
kids at the assembly repeat them back,” said
Ward. “Our school emphasizes character
education and the pyramid of success.” 

It’s all part of the school’s wellness
initiative and encouragement through
positive reinforcement. Students earn stars
for positive behavior and get to speak out at
the Monday assembly about why they
received such recognition.

According to Ward, the stars program aligns
with the school district’s wellness policy. 

Each month there’s a theme. A student can
receive a star for exhibiting those characteristics. 

Stars are posted with the student’s name in
a school hallway. On Monday, Ward pulls

the star from the wall and asks students if
they would like to share the story of how
they came to receive it. 

November’s theme is loyalty and
cooperation. In December, self control. 

“These are different character traits kids can
learn. We ask them, “If a kid falls in the
playground, what can you do?” The answer:
help him up. And if a kid is alone and asks if he
can play with you, you invite him to join in. It’s
all about building relationships with the kids.”

The strategy currently in its second year is
based on the pyramid of success, a concept
pioneered by legendary UCLA basketball
coach John Wooden that focuses on
character education. Success pyramid posters
are displayed throughout the school. At the
top of the pyramid is the ultimate goal of
personal best for each child.

Borden students also participate in a PTO-
sponsored summer reading and math challenge. 

“Every year, we offer the summer reading
and math challenge. This year, the theme
was Hitting it Out of the Park,” Ward said.

On Oct. 12, those who successfully

completed the requirements were given an
award certificate by Red Sox mascot Wally
the Green Monster at a special evening
ceremony sponsored by the PTO.

More than 150 students completed the
challenge by meeting all the requirements.

According to Ward, the school’s math
coach and two literacy coaches dreamed up
this year’s theme and proposed inviting
Wally to the school before summer recess. 

“The PTO parents voted unanimously to
bear the cost of bringing Wally here,” he said.
“He showed up and read to the kids last June.
Wally donated four books to the school. Each
kid left with a summer packet and a book
courtesy of the PTO. We asked them to read
grade-appropriate books over the summer.”

Teachers pay close attention to each student’s
interests and recommend books accordingly.

“Giving them books is important because
the library is great but the kids don’t always
have access,” Ward said. “We want them to
learn to read for pleasure and read for
knowledge. The more you read, the more
you know. That’s what we tell them.”

Positive 
reinforcement 
a hit at Borden

Wally the Green Monster congratulates Aubrey Medeiros, Caio Morais and Cameron
Medeiros on completing the summer math and reading challenge. PHOTO: PAULA MULLER

BY KEVIN DOYLE

In a new initiative rolled out this year,
Morton Middle School has established a
formal connection with the Fall River Public
Library’s North Main Street branch, an easy
five-minute walk from Morton’s back door. 

Several years ago, during budget reductions,
the middle-school librarian was eliminated and
teachers were responsible for student selection
of books from the library as well as their
return. However, without a certified librarian
in house, connections with established libraries
could no longer be maintained.

“We decided the most frugal and prudent
way to allow our kids access to a full-service
library was to seek a community connection
with the Fall River Public Library system,”
said Morton Principal Sheila Fisher. 

Classes will visit the library during school
hours with time and frequency determined by
the project students are working on and the
availability of the library. Teachers on teams

are allowed to adjust their schedules within
the team to allow for longer visits as needed.

Meanwhile, some seventh-grade students
are being taught about the Underground
Railroad, a chapter of the city’s rich history
of which few are aware. One group is
studying the Underground Railroad in
preparation for a tour that will coincide with
Virginia Hamilton/African American History
Month in February 2012. Among the books
students are reading is Al Lima’s A City and
Its River, which was published in 2007 and
includes an extensive chapter about the
Underground Railroad.

The Underground Railroad  was an informal
network of secret routes and safe houses used
by 19th-century slaves in the United States to
escape to free states and Canada. 

Five Fall River homes were “stations” on
the Underground Railroad – the Abraham
Bowen House, 175 Rock St.; the Slade
Double House, 286-292 Pine St.; the Dr.
Isaac Fiske House, 263 Pine St.; the Andrew

Robeson House, Columbia Street (later
moved to 451 Rock St.); and the William B.
Canedy House, 2634 North Main St.

Finally, students continue to be trained in
technology necessary to succeed in high
school and college and to compete for jobs
in the global market. 

Fisher estimates half of Morton’s students
do not have home computers. The school
maintains two on-site computer labs – one
for ongoing student instruction, the second
for teachers to sign up for class use. Thanks
to a partnership with the local business
community, all teachers have laptops, two
interactive boards have been installed and
the school has wireless capability. Additional
funding by the school district  has provided
every teaching team an In-Focus projector,
document camera and flip camera.

“The reality is our kids are competing
against the world and need to be prepared
for jobs that, at this time, don’t even exist,”
said Fisher. 

Nearby library benefits Morton students



Durfee grad
makes his
pitch with
Tampa

They have proven themselves academically and
are willing to work in an urban setting.”

According to Fisher, when Crocker arrived
he immediately made a practice of shaking
hands with each of his students as they came
through the classroom door. “These are 11-
year-olds. You should have seen their faces,”
she said. “He is very welcoming.”

The Fall River school district has placed strong
emphasis on students becoming citizens and
scholars. “One of our themes is ‘You Have What
it Takes to be a Scholar’ and the college pennants
send our students that message,” Fisher said.

All Teach for America teachers are college
graduates with bachelor’s degrees in various
study areas. Those who have taken the
Massachusetts Teacher Education Licensing test
(MTEL) hold preliminary certification and have
five years to obtain an interim teaching license,
followed by another five years to earn a master’s
degree. At that point, they become professionally
licensed teachers in Massachusetts.

Crocker is a Rhode Island native who earned
an undergraduate degree in history from
Northeastern University and is currently
enrolled in a graduate program at Boston
University. He hopes to graduate in 2013 with
a master’s in education. Meanwhile, he’s
gaining experience in Fall River, teaching
nearly 90 students in four different classes. 

Crocker first heard about Teach for America
from a close friend who had joined the
program. “She kept telling me I would be a
wonderful teacher and could make a difference.
So I started volunteering in my junior and
senior year of college in the Boston Public
Schools,” he said. “I’d work with 11- and 12-
year-olds on Saturday mornings, mostly at the
Boston Debate League. It’s a literacy program
where they teach critical thinking skills.”

Starting in September, the days at Morton
Middle School have presented new hurdles. “I

expected a challenge and I’m certainly getting
it. This is a unique situation and I’m getting to
know every one of my kids,” Crocker said. “I
want to forge a strong relationship with each
individual child, show them I care and that I
believe in them. My goal is to inculcate these
kids in a culture of achievement.”

The 30 college banners in the classroom are
accompanied by stacks of college pamphlets
scattered about the room. His students are officially
known as The Scholars. “Every day I hammer
home the same maxim,” Crocker said. “I tell the
kids: critical thinking, hard work, leadership.”

The Teach for America program is having a
similar impact at schools throughout Fall River,
including Resiliency Prep, the city’s alternative
high school. 

Principal Omari Walker said his school was
able to get two Teach for America teachers –
Momoko Aoe from the College of New Jersey
and Bojan Manojlovic from Northwestern
University.

“They both have full teaching course loads,”
said Walker. “I interviewed them and both were

absolutely awesome. They are strong
candidates with unique experiences and lots of
energy, which they bring into the classroom.”

Walker said he hopes the two teachers will
be assigned to Resiliency Prep for two years.
“They have acclimatized so well to the student
population and they’re doing all kinds of
creative things in the classroom,” Walker said.

Aoe teaches Algebra I and tries to integrate
math with a world citizenship theme.
According to Jessica Insana from the school’s
English language arts department, Aoe uses
maps and push pins to mark the places her
students have been, and notes all the difference
languages spoken “while showing that math is
the universal language that ties it all together.”

Manojlovic has been teaching data gathering
and statistical analysis by having the students
associate with various college football teams.
“The kids get to track the data for the team,
just like a college team would have somebody
to the stats. It reinforces their math skills,” said
Insana, who reviews the young teachers’
lessons plans each week. 
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Will Crocker has made a big impact on his students at Morton Middle School.

ownership of the program.
After getting just a few days off after the

end of school last June, 31 members of the
Viveiros School’s staff  and administration
began the 30 hours of professional
development that go along with the
Responsive Classroom Initiative.

Viveiros Principal Meg Christ said her take
on the training is that it aims to improve
communication between staff and students by
having staff members use a common, clear and
concise language when addressing behavioral
issues. The focus is on reinforcing positive
behavior and addressing immediately any
behavior that falls out of bounds.

Christ said after the roll-out of the program,
she has high hopes going forward. At Viveiros,
each grade has five “houses” — red, orange,
yellow, green and blue. Students in each house
meet and participate in structured recess
activities and other community-building
activities.

The reward for positive behavior isn’t
credited to the student, but to the members of
the house. Houses earns points for positive
behavior and twice a month, are celebrated and
recognized as part of a celebration that might
include poetry readings, door decorating or
even parades using the colors of the houses.

Christ said the program has allowed the
school to reduce its student handbook to just
one page, the theme being students should be

respectful, responsible and safe.
Principal Maria Pontes and her staff at

Doran Elementary underwent the training in
August. She said the daily morning meetings
are very important. “We love it,” she said. “It
gives our kids a positive outlook and sets the
tone for the day.”

Pontes said the school had already begun a
positive behavior program last year, so the
Responsive Classroom initiative was a natural
extension of that. “We already knew our
strengths and weaknesses as a school,” she
said, adding it was important for all teachers to
undergo the training. 

“The students get the same clear, consistent
message from all of the teachers,” she said.

Principal Carrie Glenn’s staff at Fonseca

Elementary received the training in mid-July,
and she had high praise for both instructor
Amy Wade and the content of the training.

“The consensus was it was the best
professional development program we’ve ever
taken,” she said. “We had a 100-percent buy-in
with all staff; even those not trained have been
seeking training on the techniques.”

Glenn expects that by the end of the year,
the data will show a huge decrease from last
year’s numbers in suspensions and referrals for
discipline.

“We are trying to ingrain it into the school
culture,” said Glenn. “There are systems in
place for each individual classroom, with each
classroom creating its own positive
environment.”

POSITIVE: from Page 1

TEACH FOR AMERICA: from Page 1

Responsive Classroom Initiative focuses on positive behavior

Teach for America 
brings new talent to 
Fall River Schools 

GOMES: from Page 12

over, with the pent-up anxiety
over performing before so many
family members and friends.

Gomes’ parents, Paul and
Lynette, insisted that Brandon do
well in school as his entrée onto
the playing field. It turns out they
need not have worried; Brandon
was getting straight A’s both on
and off the field.

Paul Gomes, 53, who works as
a custodian in the Fall River
school district, said that even
when Brandon was throwing in
the 90s, scouts were doubting
him, because of his size (5-11,
175 pounds) and his arm injury. 

“I think it put a chip on his
shoulder to work that much
harder,” said Paul Gomes.

He also believes his son’s success
should serve as an example to other
Durfee students with big dreams.

Paul Gomes said as proud as he
is of his son’s baseball exploits, it
was Brandon’s former baseball
coach at Durfee, Glen Chatterton,
who paid him the ultimate tribute.
“He told me if he had a daughter,
he’d be proud to have Brandon as
his son-in-law. There’s no nicer
thing you can say to a father.”

Gomes, who will be married in
November, will report to spring
training in Port Charlotte, Fla., next
February as a proven major leaguer.

“Whatever happened in my
baseball career, I didn’t want to
have any regrets,” said Gomes. “I
left everything on the table every
time I pitched. To make it to the
majors is just icing on the cake.”



BY RICH FAHEY

Brandon Gomes was all set even if baseball didn’t
work out. The good news is that it did.

The former Durfee High star had a storybook season
in 2011. He was called up to the major leagues by the
Tampa Bay Rays on May 3, was front and center for a
historic playoff run and then pitched in three games for
the Rays in the American League Division Series.

“The major leagues are as good as everyone says and
even better,” said a jubilant Gomes, 27, a few days after
the Rays’ season ended with a loss to Texas in the ALDS.

Gomes had considered a backup career in law after
graduating from Tulane with dual majors in finance and
legal studies; he even took the LSAT in preparation for
law school.

For now, his legal studies will be limited to reading
contracts. 

“I learned from my parents, my family and my
friends that if you work hard and stay positive, good
things will happen, and that goes for anything outside
of baseball, too,” said Gomes, who underwent Tommy
John surgery while at Tulane and was a 17th round draft
pick of the San Diego Padres in 2007. 

He spent two seasons in single-A, struggling at times
until he changed his delivery to a more sidearm motion,
similar to the low-three-quarters style he uses today.

He had two successful seasons as a reliever at San
Antonio in AA ball and was put on San Diego’s 40-man
roster in November 2010. A month later he was part of
the trade that sent shortstop Jason Bartlett to the Padres.

At AAA Durham this spring, Gomes had a 1.35 ERA
and opponents had a .208  batting average against him.
He struck out 22 and walked five in 13 1/3 innings and
converted all six save opportunities he had. That earned
him a promotion to Tampa Bay, where he appeared in
40 games with a 2-1 record and a 2.92 ERA. He also
appeared in three games in the ALDS, in which Tampa
lost to the Texas Rangers.

When the Rays were making their historic run to a
wild-card playoff spot in September, coming from nine
games behind to edge out the Red Sox, Gomes was also
at his best, pitching in 12 games during the month and
going 1-0 with a 1.13 ERA while allowing just four hits.

He appeared in three playoff games, working 2 1/3
innings and allowing two runs on one hit with two
walks and three strikeouts.

“I don’t think I was any more nervous than I was in
those big games in September,” said Gomes. “They were
essentially playoff games. You’re nervous beforehand, but
once you get on the mound, you just focus on each pitch.”

Gomes said adrenaline, conditioning and help from the
other members of the Rays bullpen kept him going when
he entered the uncharted territories of September and
October, the first time he had ventured that far as a pro.

Pitching against the Red Sox in Fenway Park this
season was “a blast,” but Gomes was glad after it was
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Making his  
Pitch

Making his  
Pitch

If you work hard and stay
positive, good things will
happen.

Former Durfee
star settles into
life in the majors

Durfee High graduate and
Tampa Bay Rays pitcher
Brandon Gomes pitched in
three playoff games against
the champion Texas Rangers.

PHOTO:TAMPA BAY RAYS/SKIP MILOS

See GOMES Page 11


