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BY MEAGHAN CASEY

While it’s every novelist’s dream to see
his or her work published, it’s not often
that dream comes to fruition by age 14. 

But Durfee High School freshman
Chuelsia de Carvalho has defied those
odds. The young writer published her
first novel, Secrets of the Forbidden
Kingdom, in May, just two years after
she began penning it. 

The compelling plot follows four
children, blessed with the magic of the
Seven Seas, who are destined to save
the world from a terrible force of evil.
Born centuries ago, the children

uncover the great story of who they
are and why they exist, while facing
life-threatening challenges. 

The idea for the novel came out of a
short story de Carvalho wrote in the
fifth grade and later pursued as a
seventh-grader at Matthew J. Kuss
Middle School. She completed the
novel in August 2010. 

“My way of relaxing is writing, so I
spent a lot of time over the summers
working on it,” she said. 

After searching online for
publishing companies, de Carvalho

YOUNG WRITER TURNS
HEADS AS WELL AS PAGES

See NOVELIST Page 11
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An after-school enrichment
program at the Spencer
Borden Elementary School is
providing students with the
opportunity to hone their skills
at cheerleading and basketball,
study journalism or engage in
the culinary arts. Page 12.

Sheridan Jean-Louis, left, and
Sidney Andrade have a chance to
try journalism thanks to the new
enrichment program at Spencer
Borden Elementary School.
PHOTO: PAULA MULLER
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Student author
Chuelsia de
Carvalho.



2 —— The Fall River Educator SSuummmmeerr  22001111

FALL RIVER SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Mayor William E. Flanagan
Chairman

Mark Costa
Vice-Chairman

PUBLISHED BY:
FALL RIVER PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Meg Mayo-Brown
Superintendent

www.fallriverschools.org

SUBMIT STORY IDEAS TO:
Tom Coogan

Chief Operating Officer
417 Rock Street

Fall River, MA 02720
508-675-8420

tcoogan@fallriverschools.org

PRODUCED BY:
GRANT COMMUNICATIONS

CONSULTING GROUP

781-598-8200
WWW.GRANTGROUP.COM

GCCG@GRANTGROUP.COM

This week, nearly
10,000 Fall River
students begin what is
often referred to as
“summer vacation.” 

While official school
calendars may note
summer vacation,
members of the Fall
River school community

will engage in a summer of learning. Many
of our students will participate in a variety
of summer programming to accelerate their
learning, while many educators will devote
their summer months to acquiring additional
skills and knowledge to meet the diverse
needs of our students. 

From pre-kindergarten through high
school, we are fortunate to serve a multi-
cultural, multi-lingual population of
students, each of whom dreams of success.
As educators, we have been entrusted with a
great responsibility – to provide a first-rate
education to the children of this community.
It is a responsibility we do not take lightly,
because our efforts today will shape the
future of our city and the future of those
who live and work here.

Some of our students are achieving at the
highest levels. Graduates of Durfee’s Class
of 2011 are off to competitive colleges and
universities across the country. More and

more of our students are achieving success
as a result of high expectations and high
quality instruction. 

Haydy George, an English language
learner who emigrated from Egypt to Fall
River in 2006, is now a member of the Class
of 2015 at the University of Massachusetts,
majoring in pre-med. We are so proud of
Haydy and the countless other students who
achieve excellence every day. However, we
cannot be satisfied with the success of some
students. Instead, we must ensure that all
students succeed. We cannot cite poverty,
disability or native language as excuses for
why children are not learning. It is our job
to maintain high expectations for every child
and provide the very best instruction and
support to meet the full range of students’
needs and learning styles.

To ensure a high quality education for all,
we are accelerating our efforts to transform
the schools in greatest need of improvement.
Groups of educators, parents and community
leaders worked tirelessly this year to craft
exciting, ambitious new visions for Doran,
Viveiros, Tansey, Henry Lord and Morton
schools. In recognition of the redesign
effort, the Massachusetts Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education
(DESE) awarded more than $1 million in
turnaround funding to Henry Lord, Kuss,
and Doran. Additionally, the Fall River

School Committee has moved forward with
redesign funding for Viveiros and Tansey,
and we look forward to setting all of these
schools on a new course for academic
excellence.

There is no question that much work
remains to be done to reach our full
potential. The Massachusetts Department of
Elementary and secondary Education
continues to oversee implementation of our
Recovery Plan, which calls for dramatic
improvement in four key areas. In a recent
progress report, the state acknowledged that
we are making progress, but we must
accelerate our efforts across the board, with
a greater sense of urgency to improve
student achievement. Our progress to date,
including cutting the dropout rate by more
than half, serves as testimony to our
collective will – students, educators, parents,
and community members –to take charge
and set a new course for our city’s youth.

All of us in Fall River Public Schools
thank our students, teachers, and parents for
a tremendous year. We look forward to our
continued partnerships with educators,
families, students, and community members,
as we work together to ensure our children
and young people thrive.

Meg Mayo-Brown is superintendent of Fall
River Public Schools.

The best is yet to come in our schools

MEG MAYO-BROWN

BY MEAGHAN CASEY

Construction is expected to begin this
summer on a new James Morton Middle
School, slated to open for the 2013-14
school year. 

In March, the Massachusetts School
Building Authority (MSBA) voted to
approve plans for a new, 130,600-square-
foot school that will house up to 625
students in grades 6-8. The total budget is
$53.2 million, with the MSBA contributing
80 percent of eligible costs for a total grant

of $38.2 million. 
“I anticipate a productive collaboration

with Fall River on this important and much
needed capital improvement project,” said
MSBA Executive Director Katherine Craven.

The school, located at the corner of
President Avenue and North Main Street,
was built in 1924 and was one of two
original middle schools in the city – the
other being Henry Lord Middle School.
Two modular units were added in 1973 to
accommodate overcrowding in the 107,000-
square-foot facility. The MSBA was in

agreement about the deficiencies the district
identified in the building, including
inadequate science labs, insufficient
technology infrastructure and inadequate
space for teaching and learning. Extensive
water damage and other conditions made
restoration infeasible.  

While the existing facility is being
demolished and rebuilt, Morton students are
being housed in the former Kuss Middle
School building on Rock Street. 

In May, more than 30 local businesses
generously donated nearly $40,000 for

technological upgrades to Morton. The
effort was led by members of the Greater
Fall River Development Corporation and
the Fall River Industrial Park Association,
as well as other individual companies such
as BankFive, Citizens Union Savings Bank
and St. Anne’s Credit Union. The funding
will allow the school to implement a
wireless network and add 38 laptop
computers and two interactive SMART
Boards, which will be added to classrooms
in the fall and moved to the new facility
when it opens. 

New Morton Middle School scheduled to open in 2013

BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE

A rendering of the new James Morton Middle School, scheduled to open for the 2013-2014 academic year.
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BY DAVID LISCIO

Some of the girls shrieked when they saw the big
earthworms wriggling in the soil. Other students picked
up the slimy creatures and threatened to pull them apart.
That’s when Samuel Watson Elementary School Principal
Karlene Ross intervened, explaining how worms are an
important part of the ecological cycle. 

“When some of the kids went to our school garden for
the first time, they started yanking out weeds and then
they pulled out big worms. There was a little screaming
but others kids were enthralled, so the teachers and I
explained why they shouldn’t kill them because the
worms provide compost, keep the dirt from packing down
and help irrigate the soil,” said Ross, who is in her first
year as principal of the Fall River school where the small
community garden is a beehive of activity.

The garden was established a few years ago by then-
principal Nancy Martin-Bernier, now retired. “This was
really her baby,” said Ross. “She kind of reached out to
the community garden people to get money for materials.
The Community Garden Association of Fall River gave us
$100 to buy seedlings. We actually have a shed, which
we’re getting stocked up for summer with hoses and tools
and other equipment.”

All 316 students at the K-5 school have been involved
in the garden project. Jasmine Olean, who teaches the two
fourth-grade classes, supervised the growing of green
beans from seed and the eventual planting of the
seedlings, all of the work tied to the Grow Light chapter
in their classroom science book. 

“The kids in the third through fifth grades went out to
the garden to do math work. They measured the perimeter
of the garden and smaller sections – one foot by one foot
– in the two large beds. They also measured space for a

foot path to keep the middle clear,” said Ross.
April and May brought unrelenting rain and below-

normal temperatures, so the garden got off to a slow start.
“We had a garden clean-up in April but the weather was
horrendous,” the principal said. “The kids pulled up the
dead weeds and picked up limbs.”

When the sun finally shone, the fourth-graders
spearheaded the planting because plant studies are a big
part of their classroom work. Ross brought in starter
plants of green and red peppers and cherry and beefsteak
tomatoes. The second-graders focused on planting herbs
such as dill, basil and oregano. The five raised beds were
also planted with squash, cucumbers and beans. 

As the plants sprouted, the first-graders watered while
the fifth-graders weeded. During the first week of June,
Ross was planning to transplant strawberries grown at her
home.

“The tomatoes, peppers and squash will be here when
we return in September, so we can harvest them,” said
Ross, noting summer enrichment program students will
keep the vegetable garden and two adjacent trees watered.

The trees were planted in honor of U.S. Army Sgt.
Robert Barrett, killed in Afghanistan, and schoolteacher
Larry Robinson, who died of illness in 2010. Barrett was a
former Samuel Watson student and Robinson was among
the school’s most popular teachers.

“The planting of herbs is something new this year.
We’re also planting kale because we live in a culturally-
rich area where many of the residents are Portuguese. We
plan to make kale soup,” said Ross, who served 10 years
in the Army National Guard. “Over the summer, the 65
kids in the enrichment program, which is run at the Green
Elementary School, will do cooking projects. It connects
the garden to the table.”

Watson School students show they have
green thumb with community garden

Kiara Riveira, right, helps her classmates
weed the community garden at Samuel

Watson School. PHOTOS BY SEAN BROWNE

Linda Sirop helps Tyler Paiva with a tomato plant.

Timmy Mao
uses a rake to
loosen the soil
in the Samuel

Watson School
garden.

Let 
it 
grow

Let 
it 
grow
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BY RICH FAHEY

They were students who were, as Durfee High Principal
Paul Marshall puts it, “hiding in the weeds” – students who
had the potential to do work at a much higher level than
they had shown, but for whatever reason, hadn’t done it.

After receiving a grant from the Massachusetts Math and
Science Initiative (MMSI), Durfee High has more than doubled
its participation rates in Advanced Placement (AP) classes, and
the number of students passing the exams more than tripled in
2010. When the scores for this spring’s tests are received in
July, Marshall is expecting even more spectacular results.

Marshall said the MMSI grant and tests such as the PSAT
administered by the College Board have helped the schools to
identify those students who have the potential to pass AP
courses at the high school. And thanks to teacher training  and
extra hours being put in by both students and staff, those
students are passing AP tests in ever-increasing numbers.

In 2008, there were 44 students with a qualifying number
of 3 or higher on AP tests at Durfee. That number decreased
to 30 in 2009. In the summer of 2009, teachers received AP
training under the state grant. The school hoped to get 75
passing scores in 2010; the actual number was 102.

“We’re hoping to get 125 or more when this year’s results
are announced the first week of July,” said Marshall. 

This spring, 226 Durfee students took  a total of 348 AP
exams. Students who enter the program are asked to sign a
“student contract” that details five requirements they must
meet to stay in the program, including participating in Saturday
study sessions and pledging to take AP exams in the spring.

The MMSI grant will provide $685,000 to the school
over five years, which is being used to set up AP study
groups, fund the Saturday sessions, and pay for professional
development for teachers.

Statewide, 21 schools participating in the MMSI have
posted 2,044 math, science or English AP scores of 3 or
higher, considered passing or “qualifying” scores. In 2008,
these schools posted only 1,042 passing scores – a 96 percent
increase in two years. According to national research, students
who pass at least one AP exam are three times more likely to
graduate from college than those who do not.

Marshall said Durfee was not able to identify enough
candidates for AP tests in the past because not enough students
were taking the PSAT, the test that helps students prepare for
the high-stakes SAT exam. With more students taking the
PSAT, the school is more likely to find candidates who will be

able to do AP work.
“It gives us data that will help us determine what AP

courses they might do well in,” said Aimee Bronhard, head
of the Durfee High Guidance department.

The preparation for the AP tests has filtered down to the middle
school level, where federal Race to the Top funding is training
middle-school teachers to help students prepare for AP work.

Under another Gates Foundation program, talented
middle-school students are accessing high-school-level
math classes that will enable them to access AP calculus, for
instance, earlier in their high school careers.

Bronhard said research shows that even those students who
take AP courses and don’t  achieve a qualifying score will be
better off from just having been exposed to the material.

“It involves a whole other way of learning and taking
responsibility,” she said. “Students who take AP courses are
more self-directed learners.”

Science Department Chair Chris Boyle said his
department had already started opening the doors to allow
more students to access AP courses before the MMSI. “It
fosters academic responsibility in students and it’s an
excellent way  to enhance your college transcript and to
leverage your college application,” he said.

BY RICH FAHEY

Fall River school officials are
hopeful that online courses and state-
of-the-art technology will help the
district’s rapidly declining dropout
rate come down even further. They
also see the courses being developed
under state and federal grants as part
of the  nationwide trend to put more
courses online and make them more
accessible to students.

The devil, of course, is in the
details. Currently, there are four
courses – Algebra I, Biology I,
U.S. History II and English I –

that have been developed by the
Resiliency Preparatory School in
cooperation with Northeastern
University and are being pilot-
tested at that school.

This summer, teachers from
Resiliency Prep will be instructing
teachers at Durfee High on how to
present and administer the courses.
The courses and training involved
are part of a $175,000
Massachusetts Graduation Grant
(MassGrad), funded by the U.S.
Department of Education and
administered by the state.

Ironically, if the grants were to

be awarded today instead of for the
2008-09 school year, Durfee High
would not be eligible. Fall River
Public Schools has seen its overall
dropout rate decrease dramatically
from 12.5 percent to 4.9 percent
over the past three years. 

MassGrad is focusing on the 133
high schools throughout the
Commonwealth that exceeded the
statewide annual dropout rate of 2.9
percent in the 2008-09 school year,
when Durfee’s dropout rate was
higher and qualified for the program.

Computer labs at both
See ONLINE Page 5

Online
courses
help 
students
get back
on track Emily Borges takes an online

course at Durfee High School.

Renee Thibutot, left, has a chance to take AP English at Durfee High School, thanks to a grant that increased the number of AP courses offered by the school.

Advanced Placement participation skyrockets at Durfee

AIMING HIGH



Resiliency Prep and Durfee High
are being used for the program.

Tracy Curley, the associate
principal at Durfee who is
overseeing the program at her
school, said five Durfee teachers
will be trained on how to create an
online program from scratch.

“The teachers being trained will
be delivering the courses and, along
the way, tweaking them to make
them even more effective,” she said.

The courses being piloted in
summer-school classes are actually
hybrids, with some online content

and some direct instruction. While
students will eventually not have
to be present in the classroom for
online instruction, at this point
they must be, with teachers
supervising students in the
computer labs and available to
answer questions.

“It’s a way to get courses out
there and to try them out,” Curley
said. “Summer school is a
challenge anyway. You’re trying to
get through a year’s worth of work
in just six weeks.”

With two summer school sessions
per day and about 25 students in

each of the courses, Curley said that
200 students may potentially be
exposed to the courses.

The courses have the potential
to make the remediation and credit
recovery process more effective
and meaningful.

“These online courses can help
them to catch up outside of school
hours,” said Durfee High Principal

Paul Marshall, who has reviewed the
courses and said they have strong
graphics and are highly interactive.

Marshall said the courses also
serve to help evaluate the large
number of students entering the
district each year. As with many
urban systems, we have a high rate
of transience,” he said. “These
online courses give us evaluation

tool that helps us find out where
the student fits at the school.” 

The Mass. Grad grant will allow
both schools to keep their computer
labs open after school until 6 p.m.
Marshall said he eventually hopes
to have the computer labs open
even later, embracing  the
community school concept, where
both students and parents could be
learning alongside one another in
the same environment.

“It would be great seeing kids
with their parents next to them, the
kids instructing their parents on
something,” he said.

BY RICH FAHEY

State-of-the-art technology – in this case, the Apple iPad – is helping English
Language Learners at Durfee High bridge the gap between their primary
language and English.

The technology subcommittee at the school approved the purchase of 10
iPads, which were made possible by federal Race to the Top technology grants.
The hand-held personal computers, and the applications that were purchased
with them, have engaged her class of 10 ELL Level 2 students in many different
ways, said  Nancy Miranda, who teaches English to ELL students.

“It’s leveled the playing field for my students, allowing them to learn English
and keep up with technology at the same time,” she said.

Miranda said students will read English for 45 minutes on their iPads and
then ask “Do I have to go home?” when the bell rings.

Research is fun and easy. When the students had to set up a day trip to New
York – including relevant information on attractions, etc. – they  dug in right
away and found what they needed.

Another application allows them to easily record their own voices and then
play them back to analyze their English pronunciations.

They zoomed in on their home countries and found images and information
that could be part of a shared Google document or a Power Point presentation.
“All of these things help to enhance their writing, reading and speaking of
English,” Miranda said.

Students have also accessed literature and explored biographies of people
they admired.

Miranda said another positive result has been the easy sharing of ideas. They
have applications for math, writing, an English language dictionary, and even
one that allowed students to create their own comic strips.

There are also apps and programs that allow for translation between
languages, but they aren’t perfect. “The programs have come a long way in the
last five years, but the kids quickly realize they aren’t exact,” Miranda said.

Most of her students have been in the U.S. for two or three years and have
enough skills  to carry on social conversations in English, but still need work on
refining their academic skills.

Miranda said some of the students  don’t  have Internet connections at home
or are sharing a computer. The students, she said, have been scrupulous about
caring for, protecting and cleaning the iPads.

Miranda said one of her students who is very shy won’t read in English in
front of the class, but will read or write readily when using her iPad. “I think
the computers made them more task-oriented,” said Miranda. “The intimidation
factor is gone.”

Durfee Principal Paul Marshall said he has seen first-hand the excitement the
iPads have brought.

“I’ve had students come up to me and show me the home they were born in,”
he said. “In this case, it’s the kids teaching the teachers what these things can
do.”

Marshall, who has an iPad, said it is a big improvement over the laptop he
used to lug around the school all day.

The techno-savvy of the students has created one problem, though. “ It’s a
battle of wits to figure out a way to keep them off YouTube or the music sites,”
Miranda said, laughing.
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Kiran Patel works on an iPad obtined by Durfee High School with Race to the Top funding.

These online courses can help them
to catch up outside of school hours.

Race to the Top funds 
provide iPads for students

iCaniCan

ONLINE: from Page 4
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BY DAVID LISCIO

Teacher Josh Martin describes the Exchange City
educational program in Providence as a dose of reality for
his students.

Martin, a seventh-grade social studies instructor at the
Matthew J. Kuss Middle School, said the innovative
environment created inside a building on the Johnson &
Wales college campus offers his students a taste of the real
world and an introduction to how the economy works.

Using grant monies, Kuss sends 200 seventh-graders to
the one-day program in early June – 100 each for two days.
The students role-play to gain a sense about what it’s like to
work as a bank president vs. a bank teller, or how much
responsibility a mayor must assume.

“The most important thing is they learn what it’s like to
be an adult for a day,” Martin said. “It helps them
understand why we go to school and why education is so
important. The more education you have, the greater the
chances of getting high-paying jobs.”

Before leaving for Johnson & Wales, students are
assigned their respective jobs in the community – such as
police officer, shop owner, landlord, corporate executive or
owner of a spa selling healthy snacks between massages
and stress-ball relaxation sessions.

“It’s a simulated city with 14 shops or businesses and
realistic facades. It almost looks like a mall,” said Martin,
noting the site has a snack shop, sports outlet, toy store,
distribution center, bank, newspaper, post office, business
center, and even a park made of green carpeting. “The bank
has tellers where people cash their paychecks. The bank is
also where the kids go who want to pay back their loans by
the end of the day. And, of course, the amount in their
paychecks reflects what job they get.”

During the three weeks leading up to their day at
Exchange City, students are introduced to another set of life
skills – writing résumés and cover letters, interviewing for
jobs and assessing their professional or life goals.

“The kids actually create and craft their own cover letters
and résumés based on their experiences,” Martin said.
“Even though they don’t have a lot of experience to list in
seventh grade, the résumé is based on tours they have taken,
charity work they have done. Their limited experience is
less important than showing they’re eager to do some work.
They also learn about the importance of having good
references, people who will recommend them for the job.”

Students come to understand that certain jobs require
specific levels of education, which tends to prompt
discussion about career awareness. “We talk about how
some jobs require college degrees and others only a
certificate. All of this forces them to learn about the
economy, supply and demand, goods and services,” Martin
said.

Upon assuming the jobs, the students go about their
business until the first of two breaks. “The breaks are their
pay periods  said Martin, a Bryant University business
graduate. “It’s like Monopoly money. They can open a bank
account and cash their check. Then they can save or buy
something. If they need a loan, it’s back to the bank.”

The June trips marked the fourth year Kuss school
students have attended Exchange City. In a departure from
previous years, the students playing the role of business
owners interviewed prospective employees. 

Exchange City 
program offers 
taste of real world

Mateo Mendoza (eating
popcorn) and teacher Josh

Martin wander through
Exchange City in

Providence, R.I.

Craigory Dorego mans the Post Office.Mayor Sonia Melo makes a point in a meeting. Newspaper editor Katrina Ferreira reviews copy.Police officer Nelson Sousa patrols the city. Credit Union head teller Cheri Cateon completes a transaction for Angela Reed.

Videographer Hannah Pacheco films a meeting at City Hall.

Zachary Simao, right, waits on Austin Brown at the snack bar.

SIMCITY, LIVE VERSION
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BY KEVIN DOYLE

The Fonseca Elementary School is leading the way
in embracing a district-wide Wellness Initiative that has the core
purpose of assisting students to become self-confident and
engaged learners. 

The Wellness Initiative calls for an all-encompassing plan to
support students’ social and emotional needs, provide peer
programs and activities during and after school, embed self-
efficacy practices into the daily classroom, and engage parents
in a variety of activities.

Rather than herd parents into the auditorium or a classroom
for the traditional delivery of information, Fonseca held a
free Family Fun Night on June 7 that drew a crowd of
approximately 300. Families were given color-coded name tags
when they arrived, dividing them into three distinct groups that
spent 20 minutes at each of three stations — one for exercise, a
second for healthy cooking and a third detailing available
community services. At the end of the evening, five $50 bags of
healthy groceries were given away.

Veteran educator Carrie Glenn, completing her third year as
Fonseca principal, said the school is one of a number state-
wide designated to apply for a Wellness Initiative Grant being

offered by the Mass. Department of Elementary & Secondary
Education. The coming school year will be a planning year for
Fonseca, which can then apply for the grant for the 2012-13
academic year.

The Family Fun Night was the brainchild of Maureen Estes
and was co-sponsored by Fonseca Elementary and the nonprofit
Greater Fall River Partners. The event’s success came as no
surprise to Marcia Picard, the district’s School Wellness
Director.

“I think the cooperation in this city is phenomenal. There is
more community involvement from parents and organizations.
Schools can no longer function on their own – it really does
take a village,” she said.

“We hope this program lays down the foundation for
bridging the school family with the community,” said Estes, a
paraprofessional and substitute teacher at Fonseca. “There has
to be two-way support: We support the parents, they support us
and we work together to support the children.”

A key component of the Fun Night was the cooking
presentation. Pat Bebo, project leader for the sponsoring UMass
Extension Nutrition Education Program, provided a cooking
demonstration for each of the three family groups. At the

conclusion of each demo, students answered questions, showing
their knowledge to their parents.

“We provide basic nutrition education to all the students in
Fall River in grades K-3. Newsletters are sent home to every
family, as well as to the homes of students in grades 4-5. It’s a
very simple and straightforward plan. Students learn to read
nutrition facts labels and can actually become a change agent in
their home environment,” Bebo said.

Moving forward, Principal Glenn hopes to establish
connections with a wide range of agencies to provide
wraparound social services.

“Every month we’re going to have a special theme and we
want to bring in more agencies and provide even more social
service for the parents and families in need,” she said. “We have
a high volume of need within this community. The parents want
more information about what resources are available.”

There is no doubt about the commitment of the Fonseca
School family. For example, the entire staff has committed to be
trained in responsive classroom initiatives designed to come to
a common language and plan – in mid-July at the height of
vacation season. Additionally, plans are being developed to train
fourth-graders in the process of running a student government. 

Fonseca pioneers Wellness Initiative to support students

BY MEAGHAN CASEY

When Joel Jocelyn accepted the position as principal of
Fall River’s new Stone Therapeutic Day Middle School, it
was with one goal: to provide a safe, supportive and
stimulating learning environment for students with
emotional and behavioral disabilities.

He never imagined that by the end of the first year, every
single one of his students would have taken the English
Language Arts (ELA) portion of the MCAS, two partnering
agencies would be providing wrap-around services to all and
enrollment would be increasing by 25 percent. 

“It’s more successful than I ever could have anticipated,” said
Jocelyn. “This was a very high-risk school to launch, but I can’t
sing the praises of my staff enough. Their hearts are in this for
the children. I also have to credit the support of this district –
from the superintendent to the executive director of special
education and the entire central staff team.”

Located at 1207 Globe St., in a building already owned by the
district, the Stone School opened at the start of the school year.
Serving 22 students in grades 6-8 with moderate to severe
emotional disabilities, the school offers a rigorous academic
curriculum in a small classroom setting, along with intensive
behavioral support and one-on-one counseling. Based on their
Individual Education Plans (IEP), students also receive
occupational therapy, home visits and support, case management,
treatment planning, crisis intervention services and referrals to
community-support services – all on an as-needed basis. 

The Fall River School Committee invested approximately
$892,000 in federal stimulus funds from the American
Reinvestment and Recovery Act to cover the start-up costs of the
school. It expects to save $200,000 annually by providing
students with a public day school option. In years past, dozens of
Fall River Middle School students were enrolled in specialized
programs in and out of the district, often with expensive tuitions
funded by taxpayers. On average, out-of-district placements cost
$40,000 per student in tuition and transportation. 

Jocelyn was hired last summer after working for six years
as a teacher, administrator and Principal Fellow in the
Boston Public Schools. 

“Before I got into administration, I spent some time
working as a special education teacher, so I knew the
impact I could make in this environment – especially
starting a school from the ground up,” he said. 

Since assuming leadership, Jocelyn has been able to establish
a feeder relationship with the Alternative Center for Elementary
Special Education (ACESE) program to set up inter-school
communication regarding transitions and treatment plans for
students who originated from the ACESE program. He also
developed a consulting relationship with the Walker Partnership
to provide case reviews and monthly psychiatrist consultation.
He created partnerships with the Fall River Community Service
Agency and the Community Development Recreation Youth
Outreach Program to provide wrap-around services, as well as a
partnership with the Morton Middle School for students to
participate in after-school activities. He also cultivated
relationships with a number of other community agencies and
organizations, such as the Boys & Girls Club, which is offering
membership to all Stone students next year. Plus, in addition to
weekly clinical meetings and individual therapy sessions with
students, Jocelyn and his staff members were able to conduct 17
home visits – 13 of which took place before December.

“You have to approach education from a holistic perspective,
and working with families is indispensible,” he said. “We
started out with a big open house in August and then started
making home visits to establish a more personal repertoire and
relationship with the individual families.” 

Academically, students at Stone are becoming more engaged
in the learning process. One hundred percent of them took the
ELA portion of the MCAS this year, while 95 percent completed
the math portion. Those percentages reflect a dramatic increase
from participation last year, which was at 65 percent, when they
were enrolled in other programs. 

Individual gains are also becoming more visible as the year
comes to a close. The school is transitioning four of its students
to other Fall River Public Schools based on the significant
progress they have made, as well as parental input and consent.

In September, another classroom will be added to the
school to accommodate the growing number of enrollees,
which is expected to reach 30. 

Stone Therapeutic
debuts with strong
promises and results

POSITIVE 
IMPACT

Teacher Robert Harvey gets ready for a physical-
education class with students.

Stone Therapeutic
teacher Sarah Avera

teaches math to
Heaven-Lee Machado.

Aide Kristina
King works

with William
Peacock on a

reading
assignment.
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BY RICH FAHEY

Many years before he became an award-winning
educator, young Brian Robert had himself already received
an education of a different kind.

It was September 1967, and a young man from Scituate,
R.I. journeyed west to attend the University of San Francisco.
It was the tail end of the Summer of Love, a time when
100,000 people from throughout the country converged on the
Haight-Asbury neighborhood of San Francisco and indulged
in — well, what everyone else in the 1960s was indulging in.

Young Brian Robert, as a musician, became a fan of the
city’s music scene, and quickly met Bill Kreutzmann  and
Bob Weir, two original members of The Grateful Dead, the
iconic rock group that was just beginning to assert itself on
the music scene in a big way.

He spent time working with the band both as a roadie and
drummer before Mickey Hart became the Dead’s second full-

time drummer and
percussionist. 

Robert also worked for
the young Boz Scaggs as
a roadie, and eventually
returned home to finish
his degree at URI.

“It seems wherever I
go, people dig up the
Grateful Dead stuff,” said
Robert, who has stayed in
contact with the surviving
band members through the
years and recently caught
up with Kruetzmann as he
came through the area
with his band. “The kids

today have no idea what we’re talking about.”
Rock music’s loss has been education’s gain. Robert

spent 32 years in Rhode Island public schools before
leaving to help build up the English Department at Bishop
Connolly High in Fall River. He is now finishing his fourth
year in Fall River Public Schools, serving as head of the
Humanities department at the Henry Lord Middle School.

As a teacher at Classical High in Providence, Robert
earned the nickname “the AP King,” for the great success
his students enjoyed in Advanced Placement courses. He
was recognized  in 1998 by the College Board, which
administers AP tests, for the high number of his students
who excelled in his AP English classes. Officials from the
College Board came and observed his classes, talked to
students and other teachers.

“I think it was a result of my kids testing well and going
on to succeed at so many major colleges,” he said.

Designated a Level 4 (underperforming) school by the
Mass. Department of Elementary & Secondary Education,
Henry Lord Middle School has a turnaround team in place

that is working to get the school’s test scores up. Robert is part
of that team.

The school recently achieved its Adequate Yearly Progress
(AYP) goals in both mathematics and English Language Arts,
but state and district officials are looking for even more progress.

Lord works in the areas of English and social studies, working
with teachers on professional development, implementing new
teaching methods, and installing a new grade 8 curriculum.

“We’re working on some long-range plans that will
permanently get this school off the underperforming list,” he said. 

In English, a list of common works all middle-school
students in the district will read will be augmented by other
books chosen by the teachers. 

“By instilling a solid core curriculum, we’re hoping to get
students from all four middle schools to the same place at
the same time,” Robert said.

Robert believes the gains the school has made under new
principal Ralph Olsen, the former principal of Durfee High,
will continue. “It’s a really good direction we’re going in
now,” said Robert.  “I’m excited about the next year.”

Lord Middle School
teacher is grateful
for two careers

BY KEVIN DOYLE

When veteran administrator Ralph Olsen
came on board at the Henry Lord Middle
School as  principal last October, he found a
school in need of a culture change. He
immediately set about the task of analyzing
all available data on each student and the
curriculum they were studying.

It didn’t take him long to determine the
basic problem.

“Kids were not being grouped according
to their ability. As a result, students who
were reading at the second-grade level were
getting the same materials as kids reading at
the level of a junior in high school,” said
Olsen, who has been charged with leading
the turnaround effort at Lord, which has been
designated a Level 4 (underperforming)
school by the Mass. Department of
Elementary & Secondary Education. 

“I crunched data in terms of their grade
level and reading scores then created a
spreadsheet that shows their grades, their
attendance, their behavior, their MCAS scores,
if they were on ed plans and their ethnicity.”

That was step one. Step two would

be implementing a methodology able
to provide students course work in a way
that matched their reading level and
comprehension skills.

“As soon as their reading level is set,
everything that comes to them after that
comes at their specific reading level,” said
Julie Catalona, brought on board by Olsen in
February as the teacher in charge of the
Academic Achievement Center at the school.

With the problem quantified, settling upon
a delivery system was the next order of
business. Enter Achieve 3000, a multi-tiered,
web-based tool that delivers assignments
tailored specifically to each student based on
their Lexile reading level.

Implementation of Achieve 3000 is funded
by a $129,000 bridge grant. Approximately
250 students, most with Individual Education
Plans (IEPs), are now using Achieve 3000.
Plans for the 2011-12 academic year call for all
students to become involved.

How does it work? Students in each class
receive the same daily nonfiction reading
assignment matched to their reading
level. According to the Achieve 3000 web site,
this approach “ensures skills mastery, steady

growth and improved test scores.”
“I really like it. This is much more geared to

the kids than other programs that are out there.
The kids all have their own home page and get
e-mails from Achieve. I can also e-mail them
at any time with questions,” said Catalona.

“What we have so far is a snapshot – the
grant was approved in January and Julie came
on board in February. What I have seen is an
upgrade in motivation,” said Olsen, adding that
parental involvement is crucial to the long-
term success of the initiative. “I noticed the
kids using it were turned on immediately. They
love being motivated every day by articles
about things that interest them.”

Moving forward, the school’s curriculum
will be modified in a manner that will allow
math and science courses to dovetail with
English and social studies. English and math
teachers will also work in the Academic
Achievement Center. 

“We’d like to see a massive bump up next
year across the board with improvement in
English and math,” Olsen said. “We’re
changing the culture here. We’re trying to
show students that it’s cool to do well.”Christian Campos uses Achieve 3000 in

Lord’s new academic enrichment center.

Technology plays a leading role in Lord turnaround project

Brian Robert, right, works with student Jose Garcia at Henry Lord Middle School.

His class rocks
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BY KEVIN DOYLE

What began as a discussion to plan the SMILES mentoring
program for the next school year evolved into a full-fledged
relationship between the John Doran Elementary School and
Fall River nonprofit agency People Incorporated.

Established in 1968, People Incorporated provides a wide
range of social services throughout the South Coast,
while SMILES is a school-based mentoring program founded
in 2003. In a move designed to strengthen both organizations
and enhance their offerings, SMILES became an affiliate of
People Incorporated in 2010 and now operates under the
umbrella of People Incorporated’s Family Advocacy and
Community Education Division. Services are provided at no
cost to Fall River Public Schools.

“Our school has had the SMILES program in our
building for a number of years. We had a partnership with
SMILES and their staff, including Jenny DiBlasi and Katie
Fuson. We met to discuss plans for (the third year
of) SMILES next year and Jenny mentioned the possibility
of expanding our services here at Doran to include a parent
service center,” said Karen Lima, a licensed social worker
with extensive experience in child services and mentoring.

Lima worked for the Family Service Association for 11 years
before joining the Fall River school district in 2008 working with
students with social emotional disorders. She came to Doran last
October as school adjustment counselor and became the
school’s Student Support Coordinator in May, an expanded role
she said allows her to continue to work with students in both

individual and group settings while helping to build community
partnerships and coordinate family-specific services.

The idea of becoming the first Fall River school to have a
People Incorporated satellite office on site was a no-brainer and
the logistics were worked out in short order. The nonprofit has
also worked with Durfee High School students, who were
trained in human services and earned their provider’s certificate.

“People Incorporated has many partnerships in the
community and we thought this would be a great opportunity
to link our families to those services,” Lima said. “Since
SMILES is part of People Incorporated, this partnership is an
extension of the services People Incorporated can offer us.”

The satellite office will be run by Jason Medeiros of People
Incorporated. Lima said parents were informed about the new
service by a letter sent home in three languages – English,
Spanish and Portuguese. Interpreters will be available as needed.

“Having Jason on campus is very helpful for our families,”

Lima said. “The space is neutral and our parents are
comfortable in this atmosphere. It also offers a convenient
space for our parents to stop in when they drop their child off.”

SMILES has a short-term plan and long-term vision for
students and their families.

Providing information and linking families to services
that meet their basic needs — such as housing, insurance,
mental health, financial assistance, fuel assistance,
employment, day care, early childhood services and food
banks — is of the utmost importance.

“Some of our families are not aware of what services are
available to them in our community,” Lima noted. 

In the long run, Lima said the goal is to provide students
and parents with the appropriate  individualized support. It is a
360-degree approach based on the principle that
meeting family needs in the home will positively affect
students and their ability to learn.

BY KEVIN DOYLE

Morton Middle School students attending summer school
from July 11 through Aug. 12 will be the first to reap the
benefits of the inaugural Be Enriched Summer program
thanks to a partnership with Bristol Community College.

Twelve Commonwealth Corps members recruited by
BCC will serve as mentors, providing academic support and
enrichment opportunities to approximately 40 Morton
students. The five-week summer-school program runs
Monday through Thursday from 8 a.m. to noon during
which time the Commonwealth Corps mentors will assist
classroom teachers in a traditional summer-school program.

Each week will conclude with Fun Fridays as Morton
students will be transported to Bristol CC where they will
learn about a wide range of topics, including sustainability
and science; robotics and engineering; computer games and
business; Fall River history, art and literature; and
community health and helping roles.

“This is the first year and we’re hoping it’s a positive
experience,” said Morton Middle School guidance counselor
Heather Waite. “Students really need this enrichment so, for
the first year, we’re mandating that all of our summer-school
students take part. It looks like we’ll have 35-40.”

Funding for Be Enriched Summer is via a
Commonwealth Corps Massachusetts service grant. Created
by Gov. Deval Patrick in 2008, Commonwealth Corps
engages volunteers of all ages and backgrounds in direct
service to assist in rebuilding communities. Improving
students’ academic performance and providing access to
higher education is just one of the organization’s initiatives. 

“This will impact a broad spectrum of our students. It’s
pretty diverse group, coming from all economic

backgrounds and situations such as single-parent families, or
families where both parents work multiple jobs,” Waite said.
“Students who will be attending are not yet fully aware of
the program but the parents I’ve talked to have been very
enthusiastic about it. I think the kids will enjoy it, especially
getting out into the community and going on field trips.”

Jenn Boulay of Bristol Community College said BCC
students with a demonstrated commitment to community
service — many have already put in more than 100 hours —
as well as alumni are involved with Commonwealth Corps.
Under Commonwealth Corps guidelines, volunteers must be
at least 18 years old and a Massachusetts resident.

Waite said she is hoping Morton will be able to offer four
additional fun days (Aug. 15-19), which will include
educational field trips to places such as the Fall River
Historical Society and the New Bedford Whaling Museum
& Oceanarium. College access will also be featured.

Meanwhile, BCC just completed its fourth year of
involvement with Tansey Elementary School’s Be Enriched
afterschool program. The program runs for five weeks, two
days per week, during the fall and spring semesters.
Offerings include foreign languages, reading theater, drama,
dance, music, drawing, arts and crafts, chess and math.

BCC students also complete service learning and pre-
practicum time with Tansey teachers and students. The BCC
students have the opportunity to learn from expert teachers,
and Tansey students receive the benefit from additional,
individualized support from the BCC students. 

The Tansey program is an outgrowth of a student learning
honors project Boulay and a friend put together while
students at BCC and is modeled after a similar program at
Bentley University.

Morton students will Be Enriched
by partnership with Bristol CC

From left, Parent Support Coordinator Rosa Sousa, Student Support Coordinator Karen Lima, Family Support
Advocate Jason Medeiros of People Inc. and Yoelin Henriquez, a parent of two Doran students.

Through a partnership with Bristol CC,Tansey students learn
about a range of topics, such as music, above, or science, below.

People Inc. leaves
Doran Elementary all

SMILES 



ELEMENTARY
SCHOOLS

Spencer Borden
Michael Ward, Principal
1400 President Avenue 
508-675-8202 

John Doran
Maria Pontes, Principal
101 Fountain St
508-675-8225

William S. Greene
Tara Gagnon, Principal
409 Cambridge Street 
508-675-8325

Alfred S. Letourneau
Mrs. Kim Sefrino, Principal 
323 Anthony Street
508-676-2170

Frank M. Silvia
Denise Ward, Principal
1899 Meridian Street
508-675-9811

James Tansey
Kristen Farias, Principal
711 Ray Street
508-675-8206

Samuel Watson
Karlene Ross, Principal
935 Eastern Ave.
508-675-8240

MIDDLE SCHOOLS

Mary L. Fonseca
Carrie Glenn, Principal
160 Wall Street
508-675-8177

Carlton M. Viveiros
525 Slade Street
508-675-8300

Edmond P.  Talbot
Elizabeth Coogan, Principal
124 Melrose Street
508-675-8350

James Madison Morton
Sheila Fisher, Principal
290 Rock Street
508-675-8340

Matthew J. Kuss
Nancy Mullen, Principal
52 Globe Mills Avenue
508-675-8335

Henry Lord
Ralph Olsen, Principal
151 Amity Street
508-675-8345

Stone Therapeutic Day
School 
Joel Jocelyn, Principal
1207 Globe Street
508-675-8405

HIGH SCHOOLS

B.M.C. Durfee High
Paul Marshall, Principal
360 Elsbree Street
508-675-8100

Resiliency Prep
Omari Walker, Principal
276 Maple Street
508-675-8230

The Fall River Educator SSuummmmeerr  22001111  ——  11

The Summer Enrichment Program for students in grades 3-8 will be held at
Durfee High School from July 5 to August 5. Each program will be offered in three
60-minute sessions, Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. to noon. Between noon and 1 p.m.
students will have a free lunch in the cafeteria. Enrichment offerings include: Kids
Theater Creative Art Studio; Fun With Food; Computer Wiz; Summer Sports; Little
Builders Woodworking; Kids Science; Kids Cosmetology; Kids TV and Production;
Picture This: Kids Photography; Hip-Hop Dance: Move to the Groove; Drop the
Beat: Music Recording; and Karate.Additional camps include basketball, soccer and
middle school band.Walk-in registration at Durfee will be held 9 a.m. to noon
from June 23 to July 1 in Room 300a (use West Main entrance).

The Tansey School held a Gallery Night on June 9. It was a wonderful opportuni-
ty for families to view the students’ work, which lined the hallways.To kick off the
evening, the school also held a talent show,“Tansey’s Got Talent.”

Samuel Watson School fifth-graders made origami peace cranes to send to
Japan for Peace Day.

Around Fall River Schools

Fall River School Directory

sent her manuscript to Xlibris, Corp., a self-
publishing and print-on-demand company that
boasts an extensive range of publishing and
marketing services to help writers not only
publish their manuscript, but promote it as well.
After working with Xlibris for the better part of
this year on edits and cover design, de Carvalho
was able to publish her 220-page novel on May
5. It is available at major retailers such as
Barnes & Noble and Amazon.com in hardcover,
paperback, Nook and Kindle editions. 

“It was a goal of mine to have it published

by the time I graduated high school,” said de
Carvalho. “To have it published during my

freshman year was just incredible.”
Born in the south-central African community

of Luanda, Angola, de Carvalho immigrated to
the U.S. with her parents when she was two
years old. Her family settled in Brockton before
moving to Fall River, where her father is a
mechanic and her mother works in childcare. 

De Carvalho says she has learned to
appreciate every aspect of life, and has tried to
incorporate her desire for a better life for her
and her family in everything that she does.
Much of her writing has been inspired by the

determination of her parents and reflects what
hard work and perseverance can accomplish. 

Not lacking in determination herself, de
Carvalho is already making progress on her
second novel and hopes to publish a total of
five books in the series.  And her ambition does
not end there. Her ultimate goal is to earn
admittance to Harvard, graduate with a degree
in psychology and enroll in medical school. 

“Writing is just something I want to do for
fun, but I really want to be a doctor,” she said.

There is little doubt this talented and
motivated young woman will be able to
accomplish anything she sets her mind to. 

Young author Carvalho turns heads and pages
NOVELIST: from Page 1

The Morton Middle School band performed the National Anthem at a Pawtucket
Red Sox game June 1.
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BY DAVID LISCIO

An after-school enrichment program at the Spencer Borden Elementary
School is providing students with the opportunity to hone their skills at
cheerleading and basketball, study journalism or engage in the culinary arts. 

Initiated in May by school adjustment counselor Anna Palumbo, it
relies on volunteers from the Fall River community who share their
expertise. Students participate in one of the four disciplines on
Thursdays for 90 minutes.

“I talked to the principal to get approval, then called people in the
community who I thought would help out. I asked for staff volunteers
and sent letters home to parents who might want to enroll their
children,” said Palumbo, who works with students in grades K-5.  “At
first we weren’t sure if we could accommodate people on their first
choice, but ultimately we were able to do that.”

According to Palumbo, the program’s success hinges on the volunteer
efforts by students from Durfee High School and their parents. 

“We’re starting a school newspaper, which will be called the
Highlander News because that’s the school mascot. The old Spencer
school got knocked down and the Highland school was closed. So
we’re the Highlanders,” she said, noting the present Spencer Borden
school was built approximately five years ago. “The newspaper is
brand new. One parent, Stephanie Addison, was put in charge, along
with several students from the Durfee High School publications
department. One of the editors from the high school newspaper is also
helping out.”

The first edition is slated for publication in June. It will be printed at
the elementary school and will more resemble a newsletter.

Durfee High graduate and former professional cheerleader Amy
Carroll of Fall River is heading up the cheerleading program. She was
on a national championship cheerleading squad at UMass Dartmouth
and has coached at Quincy High School.

Fifty-five students are participating in the culinary arts program.
“We have a good mix of boys and girls,” Palumbo said. “We also have
12 students from the high school’s culinary program who volunteer to
help the little kids.”

The first week was spent teaching basics. “We talked a lot about safety
and the importance of washing your hands before you touch food,” she
said. “We showed them how you use a spoon to taste something.”

Overall cleanliness and keeping the workplace safe and spotless are
constantly emphasized, said Palumbo, adding, “We made lasagna and fruit
pizza, which has a sugar cookie crust with cream cheese topping and fresh
fruit on top of that. The kids had a lot of fun putting that together, cutting
up the fruit with butter knives. They had all kinds of patterns going.”

The students also made Caesar salad to accompany the lasagna. “We
were surprised at how many kids wanted to eat what they made. My
hope is, they’ll take home some of what they learn and tell their
parents, ‘This is what we did today’ and show them how to make it,
obviously under parental supervision.”

On the basketball court, 25 kindergarteners are learning to dribble and
shoot layups. The program enrolls approximately 80 boys and girls from
K-5. “Most of the kindergartners have never been involved in sports in an
organized way. This program gives them a lot of court time. They’re
shown how to dribble a ball and how to shoot. The volunteers have been
phenomenal,” Palumbo said, counting among them Durfee High Hall of
Famer Bobby Hargraves and former basketball standout Kate McDonald.

Thanks to volunteers,
Borden students have
after-school options 

Heidi Khoury-Leandro helps her son, Preston
Khoury, work on the Highlander News newspaper.

Durfee Hall of Famer Bob Hargraves, left, coaches
Spencer Borden student Jack Drummey.

Durfee High graduate Amy Carroll instructs students in cheerleading at Spencer Borden.

Expanding
horizons
Expanding
horizons

The hope is they’ll take home what
they learn and tell their parents.


