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A PUBLICATION OF WHEELABRATOR TECHNOLOGIES INC.

Wheelabrator
Westchester Plant
Manager Peter
Kendrigan holds the
Summit Award pre-
sented to the plant by
Waste Management.
The award annually
recognizes 
Waste Management 
facilities for excellence 
in productivity, effi-
ciency and safety.

Story, other photos,

Pages 4-5.
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BY MEAGHAN CASEY

The Paramount Center for the Arts rolled out the red
carpet for Wheelabrator Westchester � and hundreds of
guests � at its seventh annual Red Carpet Night Gala
& Concert on June 26.

The theatre celebrated its 80th anniversary with a
concert featuring the legendary Smokey Robinson,
who celebrated an anniversary of his own � 50 years
in the music industry. Robinson, one of Motown�s
greatest superstars, performed many of his hits
from the 1960s and beyond.

At the pre-concert reception, Wheelabrator
Westchester was presented with the Red Carpet
Corporate Honoree Award. Plant Manager Peter
Kendrigan accepted the award on behalf of
the plant employees and their families in

A Paramount celebration

Friends of
Peekskill

Wheelabrator sponsors 
local festival

Page 7

INSIDE

Ken Phillips of Wheelabrator and Janice
Thompson, were thrilled to meet Smokey
Robinson, center.

REACHING THE

SUMMIT
REACHING THE

SUMMIT
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As we ushered in 2010, we celebrated
a year of milestones. In 2009, we
processed more than 700,000 tons of
waste, generating more than 465,000
megawatts of energy, while going more
than 1,300 days without injury-related
lost work time. 

Earlier this spring, we were
recognized for our efforts with two
prestigious awards. One was presented to
us by Waste Management, the other the
Red Carpet Corporate Honoree Award
from Paramount Theater. In both cases, it
was a proud day in Peekskill.  

Our successes are a direct result of the
dedicated men and women who work
here � the men and women who energize
this plant on a daily basis. In this edition,
you will read about 11 such employees
who have dedicated at least 25 years to
this plant. One of the truly unique things
about Wheelabrator is how strongly our
employees identify with the company. It
is a level of commitment that I truly
admire.  

And their commitment to this facility

and the community of Peekskill doesn�t
end when they punch out for the day. In
recent months, many of us representing
Wheelabrator have attended and
supported Celebration Peekskill and the
Paramount�s Red Carpet Night Gala &
Concert. Both events, which you will
read about in this edition, proved to be
highlights of the summer. 

Finally, we would like to commend
Peekskill�s students, who, year after year,
reveal just how gifted they are. This
year�s environmental symposium team
from Peekskill Middle School
approached the issue of sustainable
gardening with professionalism and
maturity beyond their years. I was so
impressed by their comprehensive
approach and follow-through and look
forward to working with them again in
the future. 

Thank you all for your continued
interest and support. 

Peter Kendrigan is plant manager at
Wheelabrator Westchester.

Plenty of reasons to celebrate

Peter Kendrigan
Plant Manager

Open-door 
policy

Have you ever wondered what
happens to your 

trash after it is collected
from the curb? 

We invite you to tour our
plant and witness firsthand the

journey waste takes as it is
converted into electricity, or

view our animated 
waste-to-energy video at

www.wheelabratortechnologies.com 

To set up a tour,
please contact:

Wheelabrator Westchester
One Charles Point Ave.

Peekskill, NY 10566
Tel. 914-739-9555

Paramount rolls out the red carpet for Wheelabrator

attendance.
�Wheelabrator has been a loyal and constant supporter

of the community and the arts and a great friend and
neighbor to the Paramount,� said Pat Braja, Paramount�s
acting executive director. �At a time when a lot of
businesses are cutting back, they actually increased their
gift. We are so very appreciative.� 

Earlier this year, Wheelabrator presented the
Paramount with an $8,000 grant to help finance the
theatre�s live shows, arts-in-education programs, films
and visual art exhibitions. The Paramount, originally
built as a 1500-seat movie palace by Publix Pictures,
opened its doors on June 27, 1930. Thanks in part to the
efforts of the community-based grassroots �Save the
Paramount� campaign, the restored theatre now operates
as a year-round multi-disciplinary center for the arts,
serving more than 55,000 people from throughout the
mid-Hudson Valley Region.

Cathy Pisani, the former deputy mayor of Peekskill, a
long-time Peekskill councilwoman and supporter of the
Paramount, was also recognized at the gala event with

the Founder�s Award. Both Pisani and Wheelabrator
played an integral role in the Paramount�s restoration and
rebirth. 

The evening�s honorees and sponsors were presented
with orchestra center seating and an invitation to a black
tie dinner and cocktail reception, and an exclusive post-

performance reception and meet-and-greet with
Robinson.

�It was such an amazing experience and a unique
opportunity for Wheelabrator to support a Motown
legend in our community,� said Ken Phillips,
Wheelabrator ash and labor systems manager.

PARAMOUNT: from Page 1

Smokey Robinson performs at the Paramount Center for the Arts. PHOTO: GEORGE THOMPSON

From left, Ken Phillips, Pat Fahey,Teresa Fahey, Seana
Kendrigan and Peter Kendrigan enjoy a reception
before the Smokey Robinson concert.
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BY MEAGHAN CASEY

In an age when the median job tenure of
U.S. workers is four to five years, the 25-
year milestone often seems out of reach.

At a 26-year-old facility, it can seem
nearly impossible.

Yet, that�s not the case at Wheelabrator
Westchester, where 11 employees have
made it into the quarter-century club. They
include: Brett Baker, Peter Brazeau, Artie
Campbell, Bruno Campea, Patrick Fahey,
Jerry Haight, John Huntoon, Ken Phillips,
Jim Pryor, José Seco and Manuel Seco.

�It�s significant for a company to have
such a large number of employees here for
more than 25 years,� said Campea, the
controller at the plant. �It means they�re
doing something right.�

�The way Wheelabrator manages and
treats its employees is incredibly positive,�
said Phillips, ash and labor systems
manager. Phillips, who holds the longest
tenure, was hired in September 1983 as a
utility operator, helping to propel the plant
during its start-up. 

For many employees, Wheelabrator�s
strengths lie in the opportunities for
advancement. For others, it�s a
combination of the new challenges and
familiar faces. 

�It�s a good company, with room to
grow,� said Pryor, who was hired as a
laborer, transitioned to the operations

department and was later promoted to shift
supervisor and, most recently, purchasing
agent.

�I�ve enjoyed the freedom of exploring
new technologies and the ways to keep the
guys safe � to make sure that they have the
right tools to work with and understand
what they�re doing,� said Brazeau, lead

electrical and instrumentation technician.
�For me, the best part has been the

opportunity to work with the people here,�
said Haight, a crane operator. �We all work
well together and are conscientious about
what we do. That�s been the biggest part of
our success.� 

�The employees here are like family,�
said José Seco, a shift supervisor. �So
many of us have been around for 20-
something years. It�s a die-hard crew, and
we go way back to when this plant first
opened.�

In the approaching months,
Wheelabrator Technologies will host a
celebratory dinner to honor all employees
� representing Westchester and its 16 other
waste-to-energy facilities � who have
served the company for 25 years or longer.
The honorees will be joined by their
spouses and members of Wheelabrator�s
senior leadership team and will be
presented with the coveted �Garbage
Man,� a 1½- foot statue previously
awarded to retiring presidents and CEOs. 

Wheelabrator President Mark Weidman, far left, joins 25-year Westchester employees, including, from left: Jim Pryor, Brett Baker, Ken Phillips, Bruno Campea, José
Seco, Jerry Haight, Manuel Seco, Pat Fahey, John Huntoon and Peter Brazeau. Not pictured:Artie Campbell.

Westchester employees celebrate 25 years with Wheelabrator
WHEELABRATOR WESTCHESTER EMPLOYEES 

WITH AT LEAST 25 YEARS OF SERVICE

Name Position Start date
Brett Baker Operations Manager June 11, 1984
Peter Brazeau Lead E&I Technician Aug. 5, 1985
Artie Campbell Operations Supervisor July 2, 1984
Bruno Campea Controller June 18, 1984
Patrick Fahey Maintenance Manager June 24, 1985
Jerry Haight Crane Operator July 1, 1985
John Huntoon Traffic Controller Dec. 5, 1983
Ken Phillips Labor/Ash Manager Sept. 23, 1983
Jim Pryor Purchasing Agent April 16, 1985
José Seco Shift Supervisor March 11, 1985
Manuel Seco Ash Handler July 1, 1985

SSSS IIII LLLLVVVV EEEE RRRR SSSS TTTTAAAA RRRR SSSS
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At left,Wheelabrator Westchester employees, joined by President Mark
Weidman, far left, and former Waste Management COO Larry O�Donnell, far
right, show their pleasure at receiving the Summit Award from WM.
Top photo,Weidman congratulates José Seco on the award; middle, O�Donnell
joins Brett Baker and John Rice on a tour of the plant; above,Weidman speaks
with employees at the luncheon to celebrate the award.

BYMEAGHAN CASEY

The picture of performance
perfection, Wheelabrator Westchester
completed a record year in 2009 �
shattering previous marks for the
amount of waste processed and
energy produced, all while keeping a
close eye on safety.

For its efforts, the 66-member team
was presented with the coveted
Summit Award from Waste
Management. The Summit Award
annually recognizes top-performing
WM facilities and markets. Recipients
are selected based on productivity,
efficiency, safety and customer and

employee input.
�Wheelabrator Westchester hit

every metric � safety, environmental
compliance, employee engagement,
you name it,� said former WM
President and Chief Operating Officer
Larry O�Donnell. �They just knocked
it out of the park.�

In 2009, the Westchester plant
processed more than 700,000 tons of
waste, generating more than 465,000
megawatts of energy. The team also
went more than 1,300 days without
injury-related lost time. In April,
Wheelabrator senior management
presented the plant with awards for

Best in Class, Safety Excellence,
Environmental Performance and
Historical Record Operational
Performance for 2009. 

�You should be extremely proud of
yourselves,� said Wheelabrator
President Mark Weidman. �Last year
was a perfect year for Westchester.
You had a phenomenal safety record,
processed more waste than ever
before and operated every day without
injury.�

The Summit Award ceremony, held
in May, featured a luncheon and
presentation by O�Donnell, Weidman
and Wheelabrator Vice President of

Operations Bill Roberts. 
�It�s a great accomplishment,� said

Roberts. �It goes to show that
operating safely doesn�t have to
hinder your performance. I couldn�t
be prouder of what they�ve done.�

�You don�t win an award like this
and point to one person,� said
O�Donnell. �[Plant Manager] Peter
Kendrigan�s done an incredible job,
but it takes a team approach.
Everyone here truly cares about each
other and works together � and that
shows in your performance.�

�It�s a testament to all the
employees here,� said Kendrigan.

�I�m just proud to work with them
everyday. It�s a great team to be a part
of.�  

His employees returned the praise.
�Peter is a great motivator and a

great person to work for,� said
Operations Manager Brett Baker. �He
has confidence in what you do and
pushes you to be a better manager.
I�ve been doing the job of operations
manager for over eight years now, and
in this time, we continue to improve
year after year. Everyone truly works
very hard to achieve what the
company requests and expects from
us day by day.�

Wheelabrator Westchester earns award from Waste Management
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GROWING GREEN
BY MEAGHAN CASEY

On a mission to think globally and act locally, 10 young
environmentalists from Peekskill Middle School came forth to
share their ideas at the 16th annual Wheelabrator Symposium

for Environment and Education
held May 4-6 in Sunrise, Fla. 

Through the symposium, 130
middle-school students
representing New England, the
mid-Atlantic and Florida
commit to a six-month learning
project, identifying an
environmental challenge in their
community and developing a
long-term solution. Under the
guidance of educators and
Wheelabrator employees,
students apply lessons learned in
the classroom to real-life

situations. 
�We ask them to find an environmental solution in their

community � much like Wheelabrator had to do 35 years
ago,� said Wheelabrator Vice President of Operations William
Roberts. �Every year, it�s amazing. I�ve seen an array of

innovative projects from preventing lead poisoning to
stopping debris from entering storm drains. It�s one of the
feel-good moments for us, seeing the abundance of optimism
in our youth.�

Tackling issues such as conserving rain water, recycling,

reducing waste and saving the manatees, 13 teams presented
their projects and solutions to a panel of educators,
government officials and local community volunteers. 

The Peekskill team, inspired by First Lady Michelle
Obama�s organic Victory Garden, focused on sustainable

The projects these
kids are doing are

truly advanced,
rivaling work that 
high school and 
college students 

can produce.
Kent Wallace, panelist

Fisk University

�

Peekskill students share ideas at Wheelabrator symposium

From left, Gabby McMillan, Sarah Stern and Courtney Hill
enjoy a field trip to the Science Eye's Everglades Experience

Peekskill Middle School participants Courtney Hill and David
Murray present their project.

Peekskill Middle School project participants, from left, Andrew Wise, Susan Mahoney, Courtney Hill, John Cooley, Gabby McMillan, Kenneth Phillips, Sarah Stern, Ryan Ray, Peter
Kendrigan, Marc Pilero, David Murray, Mark Romero, Dyani Sanchez, and Jasmine Velez pose for a photo during Wheelabrator's Environmental Symposium.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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gardening. In September, students moved into
a new school and the team targeted the
courtyard as a perfect spot for an educational
garden. Wheelabrator Westchester employees
and other volunteers assisted the students with
the landscaping. Students then explored native
plants, composting, rainwater irrigation and
integrated pest management. They also
launched a school-wide campaign to promote
healthy eating.

In November, New York�s First Lady
Michelle Paige Paterson visited the school as
part of her challenge to teach students about

health and wellness � Healthy Steps to
Albany. The Peekskill team developed a
brochure and video to complement her tips.
They have been able to use fresh produce
from the garden in consumer science classes
and the cafeteria, and have donated the
surplus to local shelters. They also built a
cluster of tables for learning in the courtyard.
Wheelabrator will be donating patio umbrellas
for shade. 

�The projects these kids are doing are truly
advanced, rivaling work that high school and
college students can produce,� said panelist
Kent Wallace, director or physics at Fisk

University in Nashville, Tenn. �And they�re
engaging in activities that government
agencies and adults deal with all the time �
community development, project planning,
project management and sustainability. It just
shows you there�s no age limit for agents of
change.�

At the awards dinner, Linda Sapienza,
Wheelabrator�s director of community
relations, recognized the achievements of
each team.

�Your presentations were phenomenal,�
said Sapienza. �But more importantly, you all
made a difference in your communities. We

appreciate your efforts and we�re honored to
be partnered with such industrious and
intelligent young men and women.�

Participating schools each received $500 in
startup funds and a $1,000 donation from
Wheelabrator at the conclusion of the event.
In addition, students can later qualify to earn a
four-year scholarship through Wheelabrator�s
partnership with Fisk University.

The symposium wrapped up with a visit to
Science Eye�s Everglades Experience, which
included an airboat investigation of the
Everglades marsh and slogging through the
sawgrass prairie community.

From left, Courtney Hill, Jasmine Velez, Sarah Stern and Gabby McMillan. Ryan Ray presents his portion of the project.

Wheelabrator Environmental Symposium participants from Peekskill Middle School, from left, Jasmine Velez, David Murray, Dyani Sanchez,Andrew Wise, Courtney Hill, Gabby
McMillan, Sarah Stern, Ryan Ray, Marc Pilero and Mark Romero answer questions from the judges.

CONTINUED FROM PRECEDING PAGE



Peekskill Celebration is the largest festival in
the Hudson Valley, attracting more than 20,000
people from New York, New Jersey and
Connecticut. The 14th annual event was held
August 6-8 at Riverfront Green Park. 

The celebration, which has transformed from a
tall ships festival at Charles Point into an
enormous show of community pride and family
fun, showcases the colorful maritime heritage
that Peekskill shares with the Hudson River. It
features food, family entertainment, fireworks,
colorful dragon boat races and more. 

The event is produced by the non-profit
Peekskill Festivals, Inc. and is supported by
business sponsorships, advertising and vendor
fees. Wheelabrator Westchester annually shows it
support as a Friend of the Festival. Additionally
this year, Wheelabrator sponsored the �Green
Zone� � a vendor area dedicated to educating
attendees on ways to become greener in their
homes and businesses.

Prior to the fireworks, Wheelabrator also
hosted a barbeque at the plant for its employees
and their families.

Wheelabrator helps energize annual festival

From left, Courtney Kendrigan, XXX Sessions and Zachary Haeser await the fireworks.

Zachary Haeser enjoys a slide.

A dazzling fireworks display was a highlight of the
Peekskill Celebration.
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