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BY BILL BROTHERTON

You can’t walk down the corridor of the Trotter
Elementary School these days without bumping into an
adult male.

And that’s making everyone smile.
The start of a Dads Club at the Dorchester school has

men much more involved in their children’s education. It is
now rare to not see a dad chatting with kids at the
Humboldt Avenue facility.

Katie Madrigal, director of Parent Outreach Networks
for Boston Public Schools, said the Dads Club blueprint
began in San Diego, Calif., where 25 schools embrace the

Trotter fathers get involved

with their kids’ learning

Trotter Elementary School 
second grader Daniesha Aziz 
gets a hug from her father, Tarif Aziz.

BY MEAGHAN CASEY

Greater flexibility, additional
resources, an extended school day, and
the ability to hire the most qualified
teachers are some of the features of
Boston’s new Superintendent’s Schools.

Under a provision in the new Boston
Teachers Union (BTU) contract,
Superintendent Michael G.
Contompasis announced 10
Superintendent’s Schools for next
school year. These schools will gain
greater autonomy, with freedom from
many district and union regulations, in
order to carry out ambitious school
improvement plans.

“The designation as a
Superintendent’s School is an
opportunity to be bold, to enact many
of the promising reforms that have
shown progress elsewhere,” said
Contompasis.

The superintendent may select up to
20 schools (10 in the first year and five
more in each of the following two
years) that are at greatest risk of state
intervention unless they make
significant improvement in student
performance. The schools will devise
improvement plans to meet the specific
needs of their students and will form a

Contract
calls for
“Super”
schools

BY MEAGHAN CASEY

If 7:20 a.m. seems too early to start the
school day, students at 10 Boston high
schools might just be saved by the bell – the
later opening bell, that is.

Beginning in September, 10 of the city’s
public high schools will shift to a later start
time. Those 10 — Academy of Public
Service, Burke High School, Community
Academy of Science and Health, East
Boston High School, The Engineering
School, English High School, Madison Park

Technical Vocational High, Noonan Business
Academy, Snowden International and Social
Justice Academy — will work with
Superintendent Michael G. Contompasis and
his staff to determine the new times, ranging
from 7:45 to 8:30.

“Students have to be in school and ready
to learn to be successful,” Contompasis said.
“We have heard for years that 7:20 was too
early for teenagers whose days are extended
beyond school with after-school programs,
athletics, jobs and homework. We are

High time for change: 

BPS to test later start 
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INSIDEINSIDE
“CO-PILOT” SCHOOL
English High develops
plan for improvement
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Brighton High French teacher Roodly Jean
works with Abraham Osorio during class. 
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Boston is often
referred to as an
international

city and is certainly a
destination for students,
tourists, and
businesspeople from
around the world. Again
this year, students in the
Boston Public Schools
raised our international
profile as they traveled to
13 different countries on

foreign field trips that brought the spirit of
learning and community service to life.

From cultural exchange programs in Ghana
and visits to Holocaust sites to trips to France
and Spain for students to hone their foreign
language skills, BPS students engaged in
exciting learning overseas and saw with their
own eyes the historic sites they have studied
in the classroom.

Every month, the Boston School
Committee reviews and approves a variety of
foreign field trips for students and their adult
chaperones. This year, nearly 200 students
from 12 high schools traveled abroad. For
example:

A group of students from Boston
International High School and the English
High School spent their spring break on a trip
to Tegucigalpa, Honduras, for a community
service project building homes for hurricane
victims as part of the Habitat for Humanity

program (see pages 8-9).
East Boston High School students traveled

to Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, as part of the
annual Maple Leaf Exchange Program in
which students from BPS visit peers in
Canada to learn about their culture,
government and history.

Business students from the Brook Farm
Business & Service Career Academy traveled
to London as part of an exchange with a
British high school and college to advance
their study of international business and
finance.

Fenway High School students traveled to
the Dominican Republic to participate in
community service projects at a local
preschool and worked with youth groups.

Students of all ages are also getting a taste
of international education right in their own
schools. Many BPS middle and high school
students are learning a variety of foreign
languages, and even younger students are
becoming bilingual or multi-lingual. The
Philbrick Elementary School in Roslindale
and the Murphy K – 8 School in Dorchester
currently offer Mandarin programs. The
schools chose Mandarin over more
commonly taught foreign languages such as
Spanish or French, because the U.S.
government recently identified Chinese as
one of several “critical languages,” which are
critical to national security and economic
interest and of which there are not enough
speakers. 

Students at Charlestown High School have
the chance to study Arabic, another of the
critical languages, both during the school
year and this summer. The need here is even
greater. On a recent standardized speaking
test, only six agents in the entire Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) were deemed
as proficient in Arabic. BPS students are
learning valuable language skill that may lead
to future employment and cultural lessons
that will help them in our international city.

As summer approaches, I want to thank
and congratulate all of the teachers, staff,
students, and families for a very successful
2006-07 school year. We started the year by
receiving the news that Boston was selected
for the Broad Prize for Urban Education as
the top performing urban school district in
the country. This great honor confirmed what
we have known all along, that the Boston
Public Schools provides high-quality learning
for students and prepares them for a
successful life. We have to pass the Broad
Prize to a new district in September, but we
will continue with our hard work to ensure
that every student in every school is
constantly learning and achieving at higher
levels every day.  I wish everyone in the
Boston Public Schools community a safe and
restful summer.

Michael G. Contompasis is superintendent of
schools.

Michael G. 
Contompasis
Superintendent
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BY RICH FAHEY

English High Headmaster Jose Duarte knows the score.
He knows that the moment 81 percent of his faculty

voted to allow English to become one of four
Commonwealth Pilot or “co-pilot” schools, the world
started watching.

“We are an educational laboratory,” said Duarte, who
has led the Jamaica Plain school for seven years.

Duarte is one of the educators who is joining forces with
state education officials in an effort to raise MCAS scores
at their schools. (The other three schools are in Fitchburg
and Springfield.) Faculty had to agree to the designation.

All four schools were at risk of being designated
“chronically underperforming” by the state board of
education, which carries with it heavy state supervision.
They have all been working since November with state
education officials to develop plans for improvement. As
part of the deal, some teacher work rules that were
collectively bargained were suspended and members of
both the faculty and administration were encouraged to
innovate.

The teachers’ collectively-bargained benefits and
compensation remain in effect.

As part  of the city’s agreement with the Boston
Teachers Union over the  “co-pilot” designation, teachers
who were unhappy with the concept  were allowed to
exempt themselves and leave the school. 

Duarte said eight teachers have since left, and that
because of the downsizing of the school, other teachers
will not return. He said some teachers hired on a
provisional basis have not been rehired.

“Anyone who didn’t share our vision for the school was
invited to leave, and some did,” said Duarte. “Many others
have embraced this as a chance to start anew.”

“I applaud the teachers and staff of English High for
taking a proactive step to lead the transformation of this
historic school,” said Superintendent  Michael G.

Contompasis. 
As part of the plan, English High will be downsized

from its present size of 1,200 students to about 800. That
will be accomplished by admitting fewer students each
year; next fall’s freshman class will be 196 students instead
of 400. Duarte said he opposed one plan that would have
seen the school divided into two smaller 400-student units. 

In the end, good wishes and plans are great, but with the
autonomy and control granted by the agreement comes the
responsibility to make academic progress, and that means
doing things differently.

“In this case, change is mandatory,” Duarte said.
“Content, commitment, and autonomy will be the keys to
our success.”

Other schools that are at risk of being taken over by the
state will be watching closely.

“It was a wise decision by the state to let us try this,”
said Duarte. “Now it’s up to us. It’s not just the city, but
the state and the nation are looking at this.”

English High goes “co-pilot”
From left, Parris Massey and Ashton Bennett listen during chemistry class at English High School. 

BY BILL BROTHERTON

Every time a child logs connects to the Internet, the possibility of
danger lurks. The sad fact is there are hundreds of predators out there
waiting to take advantage of children.

Boston Public Schools is doing everything in its power to thwart
online predators and to educate students and parents about staying
safe. Also coming to the rescue are four Cyber Super Heroes: Amika,
Firewall, Copyright and Shield.

Last summer, Kim Rice, BPS chief information officer, agreed to
provide funds to hire two high school students and a graduate student
from Worcester Polytechnic Institute. Their job over six weeks: to
develop materials that schools could use for students in kindergarten
and first grade to illustrate the hazards lurking on the Internet. 

Despite the time crunch, the team came up with four cyber
superheroes that explain dangers in a way every student can
understand. Bunker Hill Community College printed the posters in
English and Spanish, which were then placed in every elementary and
middle school in the city.

Felicia Vargas, director of TechBoston, a division of the public
schools that develops advanced technical skills for teachers and

students, hired the trio.
She was floored by
their innovations.

“It’s reading,
writing, arithmetic and
computer safety these
days,” said Vargas.
“Learning about
computer safety is
equally important.” 

Computers in all
Boston schools use
filtering software to
deter online predators.
Many home
computers don’t, and
that’s where kids
spend much of the
time after school.
Vargas would like all
office staff and new

teachers to be i-SAFE
certified, giving them

unlimited access to materials and help online. In addition, students
would become mentors, receiving i-SAFE training and then educating
younger students, parents and members of the community. i-SAFE is
a non-profit foundation dedicated to protecting the online experiences
of youth everywhere.

“We’re a little bit ahead of the curve. This program can impact
culture,” Vargas said. “If kids learn in kindergarten, then in first grade,
again in second and third grade, it sinks in. Parents know they can’t
put a kid’s computer in the bedroom. It’s not safe. We need to educate
parents. They’re not as computer-savvy as their kids.” 

The four Cyber Super Heroes aim to help:
* Amika, age 13, senses fear when someone is bullied and flies to

their aid. Her catch phrase is “Be brave, be a leader” when being
bullied while on the computer.

* Firewall, age 16, blocks bad information on the Web and scans
and destroys viruses. His catch phrase is “You have the power” when
strangers send bad e-mails.

* Copyright, age 15, uses her eyeglasses to check for stolen
materials. 

She’s super smart and can create anything she thinks of without
copying others’ ideas. Her catch phrase is “Do it the ‘write’ way.”

* Shield, age 14, can sense when a stranger is a predator. His catch
phrase is “Use your cyber senses” to block the stranger, talk only with
people you know and not give out personal information.

Cyber  
Super  Heroes
BPS keeps online predators away

Cyber Super Hero Shield can sense
when a stranger is a predator. 

English High Headmaster Jose Duarte speaks with
student support coordinator Michael Rozas. 



BY GRETCHEN WEBER

One of every six people in the
world speaks Chinese, and that
number is growing every minute. A
modest slice of that growth is
happening right here in Boston, at a
new after-school program at the John
D. Philbrick Elementary School in
Roslindale. 

The program, which is in its first
year, teaches students from
kindergarten to grade 5 how to speak
and write Mandarin, which, with 867
million speakers worldwide, is the
most common dialect of the Chinese
language. More than twice as many
people in the world are native
Mandarin speakers than are native
English speakers. Mandarin is the
official language of the People’s
Republic of China, Taiwan, and
Singapore. After English, it is the
second-most common language used
on the Internet.

“Our students are given a
competitive advantage if they have
knowledge of the Chinese language
and culture, given China’s increasing
importance on the world stage,” said
Philbrick Principal Stephen Zrike. 

The Philbrick community chose
Mandarin over more commonly
taught foreign languages such as
Spanish or French because the U.S.
government recently identified
Chinese, along with Arabic, Hindi,
Russian, and Farsi, as languages that
are critical to national security and
economic interests and of which there

are not enough speakers.
“When these children are adults,

they are going to need to interact
politically and economically with
China.  With this program, we are
preparing them for the future by
helping them to become global
citizens,” said Yu-Lan Lin, senior
program director of world languages
for BPS.

The program, which has enrolled
more than 50 students this year, is
divided into classes based on grade

level. Throughout the year there are
three eight-week sessions, each with
classes that meet once a week for 1½
hours.  The classes are designed to be
dynamic, motivating, and hands-on,
incorporating singing and dancing
into the lessons. 

Lin stressed the importance of
programs such as the one at Philbrick
that start students learning difficult
languages early.  Mandarin is a
category 4 language, which means
that it takes twice as long to master as

does a language such as French or
Spanish that uses the same alphabet
as English.

“At Philbrick, the students are
really getting a leg up early.  This
way they can have a longer sequence
if they choose to continue with the
language. To be able to study
Mandarin in grades K-12 is really a
remarkable opportunity,” said Lin.

The original idea for the Mandarin
program came last year from Jim
Hinsman, the parent of a

kindergartner at Philbrick. Together,
he and Zrike wrote a proposal for a
grant from the Freeman Foundation,
which now almost entirely funds the
program.  (Students pay a $20 fee per
eight-week session to participate.)

Hinsman said that he was looking
for a way to help the school enrich its
educational offerings when he
decided to focus on language
opportunities.

“Mandarin is such a valuable thing
for a graduate to know at this point
since China is such a growing
economic power,” said Hinsman.

Both Hinsman and Zrike noted that
although other BPS schools offer
Mandarin classes, the program at
Philbrick is unique because the
school does not have a large Asian
population. 

“There’s a lot of diversity at our
school, but it’s mostly not Chinese,”
said Zrike.  “This adds to the intrigue
of the Mandarin classes. The kids get
to learn about a culture that they may
have heard about but don’t have very
much experience with.”

Eleven BPS schools currently offer
Mandarin language classes as part of
the curriculum.  These are: Josiah
Quincy Elementary; Jackson/Mann
K-6; Winthrop Elementary; Ellis
Elementary; Farragut Elementary;
Timilty Middle School; Josiah
Quincy Upper School; Snowden
International School; Boston Latin
School; Boston Latin Academy; and
the O’Bryant School of Math and
Science.
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Children listen to teacher Li Jai Chen during Mandarin Chinese class after school at Philbrick
Elementary School.

Philbrick students master Mandarin

BY RICH FAHEY

Boston students are talking some serious trash. About
400,000 pounds worth.

That’s how much trash students in city schools recycled
from January 1 to mid-April of this year as part of the first
RecycleMania contest.

“It ain’t easy being green,” Kermit The Frog so famously
sang, but it does save you a lot of green. The schools have
saved about $800,000 annually in disposal costs thanks to the
program, a joint effort among the schools, the city, and
Abitibi-Consolidated, the schools’ paper recycling vendor.

Mayor Thomas M. Menino and Superintendent Michael G.
Contompasis  joined other city officials and educators for an
April 25 ceremony at Community Academy in Roxbury
recognizing the schools who recycled the most, based on an
average amount per student.

The winners in the elementary school category were:
First went to Mozart Elementary in Roslindale, which

recycled an amazing 134 pounds of paper per student, or
19,762 pounds in all.

 Second place went to Nathan Hale Elementary in
Roxbury, which averaged 83 pounds per student.

 Third place went to the Mary Lyon K-8 School in
Brighton, where students recycled 31 pounds each for a total
of 3,544 pounds.

In the middle school contest:
 First went to the Middle School Academy in Dorchester,

whose 80 students recycled an average of 71 pounds each, or
5,669 pounds in all.

 Tied for second were the James P. Timilty School and the
Henry Dearborn Middle School, both in Roxbury, with 13
pounds per student.

The winners in  the high school category were:
 A tie for first between the 142 students at Community

Academy in Roxbury and the 1,500 students at Madison Park
Technical Vocational High, also in Roxbury. Both schools
recycled 20 pounds of paper per student.

 Second place went to Brighton High, where the 1,256
students recycled 17 pounds each for a total of 21,088 pounds
overall.

“This has been a win-win situation for everyone,” said
Menino. “Recycling 400,000 pounds of trash is the same as
saving 3,000 trees or 63,000 gallons of oil.”

Jim Hunt, the city’s point man on environmental issues, said
the success of the recycling initiative is another example of
Menino’s commitment to making Boston the most
environmentally-friendly city in the country.

The four winning schools each received $1,000, with the
second-place schools receiving $100. There were also three
winners in the separate polystyrene and cardboard recycling
contest, each of which received $100: the William
Ohrenberger Elementary in West Roxbury, the Clarence
Edwards Middle School in Charlestown, and Charlestown
High. Abitibi donated bins for 1,000 classrooms and $4,400 in
prizes to the effort. 

BPS students learn it’s easy being green

Top, from left, parent volunteer Otis Williams, Mayor
Thomas M. Menino, Fouth-grader Raheem Ruddock and
and fourth-grade teacher and recycle coordinator Erika
Martin;  Bottom, from left, fourth-grader Sophie
Davenport, second-grader Samuel LucWilliams and
first-grader Isiah LucWilliams.



BY MEAGHAN CASEY

Two Boston high school students are receiving a
helping hand for college in the form of $1,000
scholarships from the Comcast Foundation. 

Samuel DePina of Madison Park High and Eddie Liao
of the O’Bryant School of Math and Science are 2007
recipients of the Comcast Leaders and Achievers
Scholarship.

One of the Comcast Foundation’s signature
community investment initiatives, the scholarship
program recognizes students who have demonstrated
leadership skills, academic achievement and a
commitment to community service.

“These students truly embody Comcast’s belief in
giving back to the communities where we all live
and work,” said David Green, Comcast senior
manager for government and community relations.
“They deserve our recognition and support for the
tremendous work they’re doing.”

Comcast Leaders and Achievers Scholarships
have been offered in Massachusetts since 2004.
Past BPS winners include:

2006 –Alicia Jones, Madison Park Technical
Vocational High School; Dagmawit Sirmollo, English
High School.

2005 – Mary K. Balaconis, Boston Latin; Vu Dao,
Excel High School; Jessica D. Lipsitt, Another Course to
College.

2004 – Doris Sagastume, English High School;
Meghan Doherty, Boston Latin School; Maria Padilla,
Boston Community Leadership Academy.

Comcast recognizes student leaders

BY MEAGHAN CASEY

When one door closed, another one opened for Broad scholar
Natalie Colon.

Colon, facing the threshold of high school graduation, was
named one of 14 recipients of a total of $125,000 in college
scholarships in 2005 – creating the means for her to embark
upon the next chapter of her life.

“For me, coming from a single mom with five children, the
expense of college was not an option,” said Colon.  “Receiving
the Broad Scholarship was the answer to my problem.”

As a finalist district for the Broad Prize in Urban Education
from 2002-2005, Boston Public Schools awarded $500,000 in
scholarships to its graduates over the past four years. This year,
as a result of Boston winning the 2006 Broad Prize as the top
city school district in the country, the Broad Foundation will
award $500,000 in scholarships to BPS seniors, bringing that
total to $1 million.  

Eligible graduates must have displayed exemplary academic
achievement and financial need and, more importantly,
demonstrated a record of improvement during their high school
career. Scholarship winners who enroll in a four-year college
will receive $10,000 ($2,500 per year), and those who enroll in a
two-year college will receive $2,500 ($1,250 per year).

A graduate of Boston Arts Academy (BAA), Colon is now a
sophomore at Wheelock College majoring in psychology and
human development. She hopes to eventually earn a Ph.D. in
psychology.  At BAA she flourished, serving as a student leader
and pushing herself to excel in advanced courses.

“Boston Arts Academy opened me up as a person, as an artist

and as a scholar,” said Colon.  “The curriculum was inspiring,
and it prepared me for where I am now.”

As an individual who has worked hard to achieve academic
success, despite many obstacles, Colon is a source of inspiration
to fellow BPS students and a model for what it takes to be a
Broad Scholar.

“I started in kindergarten at the Rafael Hernandez (K-8)
School in Roxbury, and English was not my primary language,”
said Colon.  “But thanks to the bilingual program and the
wonderful teachers there, I learned and adjusted. When I think
back to that five-year-old, it’s wonderful to see how far I’ve
come and what I still hope to accomplish,” she added.

Also available to BPS college-bound seniors are the Agganis
and Posse scholarships.  Since its inception in 1955, the Agganis

Foundation has awarded $1,126,525 in college scholarships to
764 deserving student-athletes. Each year, 15 new four-year,
$4,000 scholarships are awarded to students on the North Shore
and in Boston. Thanks to the generosity of the Yawkey
Foundation, there are four scholarships earmarked to students in
Boston schools each year.

This year’s winners are: Rebecca Goldklang of Boston Latin,
Mikail Jaikaran of Latin Academy, Caroline O’Loughlin of
Boston Latin and Meghan Walsh of Boston Latin.

The Posse Foundation honored 26 BPS seniors in the newest
class of Posse scholars. The students, chosen for their academic
accomplishments and leadership abilities, will attend Bryn Mawr
College, Bucknell University, Centre College, Denison College,
Hamilton College and Union College on four-year, full tuition
scholarships, thanks to the Posse Foundation.  

New this year to students was the Dr. Thomas W. Payzant
Public Service in Education Scholarship. The $2,000 prize will
be awarded annually to a student graduating from a Boston
public high school with a record of academic progress who has
made significant contributions to improving education in the
Boston Public Schools. The scholarship fund was established in
part with proceeds from a retirement event in June 2006 to
honor Payzant for his nearly 11 years of service as
superintendent of the Boston Public Schools. 

Antionetta Kelley, a senior at Fenway High School, is this
year’s recipient. Kelley, who has a 3.88 grade point average, will
attend Smith College in the fall, where she intends to major in
government.  A leader at her school and in her community,
Kelley played an active role in the efforts two years ago to
prevent the deportation of teacher Obain Attouman.  

Scholarships have Broad appeal for seniors 

Scholarship winners Samuel DePina, left,and Eddie Lao with
David A. Green, Comcast Manager of Government and
Community Relations 
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Natalie Colon is a former Broad scholarship 
recipient.



BY BILL BROTHERTON

Innovative ideas and renewed commitment from school staff
and parents are making profound differences in the lives of
students at Community Academy.

Lindsa McIntyre, headmaster of the high school on Shirley
Street in Roxbury, said pot-luck suppers and the like have
helped parents and teachers talk casually about students’
educational opportunities. The most recent get-together, a two-
day retreat to the bucolic town of Essex, Mass., has paid the
highest dividends yet.

On March 9 at 1 p.m., vans left Boston and transported the
group to the Essex Conference Center on the North Shore. “We
got a great reception. Everyone had their own rooms. It was so
rustic and peaceful,” said McIntyre.

“But we worked, and we worked hard. We had an agenda
and we had objectives. Facilitators kept those flip charts
moving all weekend,” she joked.

Yes, parents relaxed in a hot tub, enjoyed delicious meals and
savored a weekend away from the noise and stresses of the city.
But there were also team-building exercises and several outdoor
activities. “We laughed and we giggled. It was so great,” said
McIntyre. “Teachers leaned on parents and parents leaned on
teachers. It was a wonderful collaborative effort.”

The facilitator helped everyone deal with anger management
and develop strategies to help students and parents cope.

“We billed the retreat as a good time, but collectively we
built a process to honor and support their voices,” McIntyre
said. “We basically told parents, ‘You’re the experts. Let’s
design the plan that will work for you.’ We did not take the
approach, ‘Let us tell you what you need to do.’ ”

After the retreat, poems were written and reflections were
shared. “Over and over we heard that this rekindled parents’
belief in public education,” said McIntyre.

Students at Community Academy face unique challenges.
The school provides education to many students who have
violated the BPS Code of Discipline and been removed from
other city schools. Many of the parents have given up on
school, too. 

“Our goal is to reunite parents with their children and their
children’s education,” said McIntyre. “The focus is on building
relationships and to build up the students’ self-esteem. We focus
on the positive, on the good qualities that every student has.

“Many of these students have a fear of failure,” she added.
“Our teachers provide them with more time to learn. These kids
struggle in a regular classroom. They are too scared to ask for
help. Or maybe they think it’s not cool to ask a question in
class. They think it’s cooler to act out, to get attention. Our

teachers say, ‘If you need more attention, by golly, we’ll give it
to you.’ In a positive way. We are able to do that at this school.
Our students are so well loved and respected.”

The staff of 20 face an additional challenge. These are kids in
transition; new kids arrive throughout the semester.

But getting parents involved has made a huge difference.
“When it’s time to leave our school, 98 percent of the students
do not want to leave,” McIntyre said. “They are assigned to us
for a quarter or a semester and nearly all say ‘I like it here. I’m

making progress. I don’t want to go back to the big school.’ ”
McIntyre said 90 percent of the school’s students are ready

for college. Teachers accompany students on college visits.
Each student is required to visit three colleges or technical
schools, and a parent must accompany them on at least one
visit. Financial aid advisers are in the school to lend a hand. 

“These students were on the verge of dropping out,”
McIntyre said. “Now they’re college-bound. How great is that!”

Community outreach program helps families
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BY RICH FAHEY

Making families feel welcome
and helping them get involved in
their children’s schools has been a
priority of the Boston Public
Schools.

Under Superintendent Michael G.
Contompasis, that priority has been
re-emphasized. Deputy
Superintendent Karen L.
Richardson, Deputy Superintendent
for Family & Community
Engagement, said the number of
coordinators in the popular Family
and Community Outreach
Coordinators program will almost
double next school year, from17 to
31.

Richardson said the program was
a budget priority for the upcoming
school year, with intense lobbying
from families and parents’ groups.

The coordinators are members of
the community from various
backgrounds and they are hired
after evaluations done by hiring
committees at the schools,
consisting of staff and parents.

“They have various duties,” said
Richardson. “They assure a
welcoming presence for families at

the schools and help parent councils
and site councils create agendas for
their meetings. They set up parental
involvement activities such as
curriculum nights.”

And while Richardson has been
encouraged by increases in the level
of parental involvement, she
realizes it doesn’t always
immediately show up in test scores.

“That sort of information takes
time to build,” she said. “The
results aren’t always automatic;
there are many factors that come
into play.”

Encouragement comes from the
establishment of family centers at
12 of the 17 schools where the
coordinators have been working,
and she has also seen a 25-50
percent increase in the number of
students attending open houses and
parent council meetings in the
schools where coordinators are
present.

The BPS has gradually increased
the profile of the Department of
Family & Community Engagement
through two reorganizations. In
2002, the head of the department
became a deputy superintendent and
part of the senior leadership team,

and in 2005 the department’s
responsibilities for student
registration and enrollment were
shifted elsewhere. 

Richardson said her department
plays three key roles:
— making sure the schools are
places where families feel welcome;
— supporting schools in their work
with families in support of student
achievement; and, 
— providing families with the tools
to be active partners in the home-
school partnership.

Every Boston public school has
both a school parent council, made
up entirely of parents, and a school
site council, which may include
parents, teachers, students and
community members, and which
oversees the management of the
school and helps shape its annual
budget.

“Not all parental involvement
goes on in the schools,” said
Richardson. “It might be something
as simple as teaching a parent how
to help his children do their
homework. Anything we can do to
build a bridge between that parent
and their school is important.”

Retreat bolsters school spirit Retreat bolsters school spirit 
at Community Academy at Community Academy 

Community Academy parents and staff went on a two-day retreat to help parent-teacher communication.
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concept. “It’s opened a door to make dads
and adult males feel welcome,” Madrigal
said.

Karen Harris of Trotter Elementary and
Michael Sanders of Marshall Elementary,
family community outreach coordinators,
were intrigued and set about starting a Dads
Club at their schools.

Harris had organized a couple of coffee
hours last year that saw only a couple of
dads show up. “I was frustrated,” she
admitted. But after the students wrote
invitations for the first Dads Club meeting to
the adult males in their lives, 46 men showed
up. Then 56 attended the next meeting, and
it’s been growing ever since.

“If I had gotten 10 dads for that first
meeting I would’ve been happy. I was so
ecstatic when 46 turned up,” Harris said.
“(Deputy Superintendent) Dr. (Muriel)

Leonard was meeting with our principal
(Corrinna Horton) here that day. I ran
downstairs and made them both come up.
We were all overwhelmed. Everyone at this
school was in a state of awe.”

Horton calls the program a “huge success.
The staff here has said they’ve never seen so
many men in the school at the same time,”
she said with a smile. “I’m elated ... and it’s
something I really support and want to see
continue to grow. You hear kids saying ‘My
dad is coming’ or `My grandpa is coming’
and they are so happy,” Horton added.

Sanders, the family community outreach
coordinator at Marshall Elementary, has seen
more modest growth with his Dads Club.
Ten adult males showed up at the first
meeting; 15 were at the March meeting. “It’s
growing slow but steady,” said Sanders. “I’m
really, really happy with the progress.”

“A lot of fathers are really in tune with

their kids’ lives and want to get more
involved in their kids’ education but are not
sure how,” said Sanders. “Fathers now play
basketball and soccer with their kids, and
some even work out together in the school
gym.”

Derek Williams, whose daughter Viviana
is in kindergarten at the Trotter, has assumed
a leadership role with the school’s Dads
Club. He jokes that he spends more time
volunteering at the school than he does at his
nighttime engineering job. “I’ve kind of
adopted her whole class,” he said. 

“It’s so amazing,” Williams added. “From
10:00 to 1:00 every day dads are here,
walking in the corridors, going to the
lunchroom, playing in the schoolyard with
the kids. It’s not only dads; it’s uncles and
grandfathers and stepfathers and older
brothers. Some men rearranged their work
schedules. Some come during their lunch

break just to spend time with their children
and their friends.”

Williams, a father of three, said, “I want
my girls to go through life with a good man.
They should want a man like their father.
Boys need to hear that they don’t need to be
a gangbanger to get respect. Boys should be
told to ‘be true to yourself’ and respect the
female. It’s not the job of the teachers or the
police, it’s the parents.”

There have been spinoff successes, too. A
dad who teaches tae kwon do organized a
class for kids at the school. Plans to update
the heating and public-address systems are
also being discussed. Williams is
spearheading a drive to replace all 346 seats
in the auditorium, where former students
Donnie and Mark Wahlberg probably
fidgeted during school assemblies. A boys-
to-men program run by the Rev. Rashaan
Smith is also taking off. 

BY BILL BROTHERTON

Fathers are sometimes the forgotten
partner in their children’s education. At
the Haynes Early Education Center on
Blue Hill Avenue in Roxbury, a
celebration changed all that.

The Special Man in My Life
Breakfast on March 24 brought together
nearly 120 children, dads, uncles,
granddads, coaches and other male role
models. Special guests included Mayor
Thomas M. Menino and City Councilor
Felix Arroyo. Special education
specialist Byron Beaman served as
facilitator. Maria Galvao, community
field coordinator, offered invaluable
help.

“We know dads are a big part
of the equation, but mostly
we see them pick up and
drop off their kids.
Ask them why they’re
here, and they say
‘My wife told me to.’
Dads get overlooked.
They just do it;
they just be
a dad,”
said
Valerie
Gumes,
principal of
the Haynes
EEC.

Social worker

Rolanda Prophete said the students were
a big part of the process. “They wrote
the invitations, and made these,” she
said, producing a stack of beautifully
decorated cards that were given to the
special men at the breakfast that would
make even the most unsentimental guy
cry.

“There was no way the special man
in these kids’ lives wouldn’t come after

getting these
invitations, then

waking up
Saturday morning
to see their child
standing there all
dolled up,” said

Gumes.

Prophete said one dad who is in the
military came all the way from
Maryland to attend.

Dads had breakfast, received
accolades and got a pat on the back.
Kids got to spend quality time with dad
or the man who matters most in their
life. “The kids basically said, ‘It’s not
Father’s Day or your birthday, and we
still think you’re special,’ ” said Gumes.

Lara Finks, a behavior specialist who
works at several schools including the
Haynes, was impressed by the guest
speakers. “It was memorable to hear
them talk from the heart. Mayor Menino
spoke about his dad and baseball ... The
mayor’s grandchildren attend Boston
Public Schools, and Mr. Arroyo’s
children have either graduated from or
are attending city schools.”

“Amazing issues were candidly
discussed with the mothers not
there,” Finks added. “A lot of men
felt free to express themselves.”
Among the topics: How to keep a
relationship with your child when

you are no longer living with the
mother.

“Men almost never come
to our evening workshops,”
added Gumes, “and those
who do come tend to be
outnumbered and be a lot
less vocal.” 

Special manSpecial man
in min my lify lifee

Breakfast celebrates male role 
models in a children’s lives BY BILL BROTHERTON

Students at the Lee Elementary School in Dorchester
traded watching “Hannah Montana” and “That’s So
Raven” on Saturday mornings for studying for the
MCAS exams. 

“It’s a six-week boot camp,” said Principal Kim Curtis,
with a laugh.

And it’s incredibly successful. For six consecutive
Saturday mornings in January and February, volunteer
teachers helped kids in grades 3-5 boost their test-taking
skills. “We have 175 kids in this school and 118
participated,” Curtis said. “That’s phenomenal. Our
school is in corrective action. We had to do something out
of the ordinary to step it up. The staff and I came up with
this MCAS prep class.

“Nearly 100 percent of these kids cannot afford to go
to Sylvan or the other tutoring sessions,” Curtis added.
“The parents were very appreciative. They dropped the
kids off on time and picked them up on time. Most of the
kids attended all six classes. It was open to all, not just
the kids who were having problems.”

Curtis said she did not expect the students to be so
receptive of the idea. “I expected them to arrive kicking
and screaming. That didn’t happen. The kids were
excited. They were familiar with their classroom teachers.
They knew why they were here ... and they got to wear
their regular clothes and not the school uniform,” Curtis
added.

One hour focused on reading and content, and how to
figure out a two-page essay. Another hour zeroed in on
the writing and editing process, grammar, spelling and
punctuation. The third hour was spent on math. “Math
students today don’t add and subtract and carry over like
we did,” said Curtis. “Students must learn to explain why
10 minus 8 equals 2.”

“It was wonderful,” said Jay Scott, whose third-grade
daughter, Ruth Scott, participated. “She’s a prolific
reader, but weak in math. She loved the classes ... and
weeks later is still talking about it. It was fun, not just
rote.”

Trotter Elementary dads get involved with their kids’ education
DADS CLUB: from Page 1

Students are

studying on

Saturdays at

Lee Elementary
Haynes EEC Principal Valerie
Gumes shares a laugh with
Mayor Thomas M. Menino.

Students Emiya and
Martin McElroy,
with their parents,
Adam and Sheila.
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BY GRETCHEN WEBER

Students at Boston International High School truly
are citizens of the world.  With 48 countries and 26
native languages represented in a student body of about
200, the school community is a wealth of cultures,
experiences, and perspectives coming together from
around the globe.

This diversity is an asset the school builds upon by
encouraging students to be active, informed global
citizens who are empowered to make a difference for a
better world.  

They do this through community service, not just at
the local level, but nationally and internationally as
well.

“Students from all over the world are coming to
Boston and they are learning how to give back to the
rest of the world,” said Headmaster Oscar Santos.
“They love it.  It shows them that they have a lot more
to offer than just coming to this country and going to
school. It shows them that they can make a big
difference.”

More than 60 percent of the senior class has traveled
outside the state for community-service projects, and
Santos said a goal of the school is to expand that
number to 100 percent in future classes. Students have
tutored children and built homes in Honduras, and they
have constructed a playground in St. Croix. They have

also traveled to Mississippi to help build houses in the
wake of Hurricane Katrina and to Washington D.C.
Next year there are service trips planned to Cape Verde
and to the Dominican Republic.

“We’re trying to get our kids to be citizens of the
world,” said Santos. “We want to broaden their horizons
as much as possible and let them experience things
outside what they normally would at school.”

This idea fits right in with the curriculum at Boston
International High School where part of the focus of the
humanities program is on citizenship and leadership.
Building homes, holding clothing and food drives, and
tutoring children in other countries are all ways to
connect these themes to real life.

“It’s really an extension of the classroom, which is
one of the most powerful ways to teach. In humanities,
we study about justice and inequality, and these trips are
a powerful chance to do something positive toward
change,” said Claudia Bell, a teacher at the school who
has been taking students on service trips to Honduras
and other countries for five years.

Most recently, 16 students and four teachers traveled
to Honduras over April vacation. Although the actual
trip is only one week in April, the program, which is
organized by Bell, runs for the entire year. Students sign
up early on and participate in a series of local volunteer
projects.  (This year Team Honduras worked on a

Habitat for Humanity house built in Dorchester that was
finished just before Christmas.)  

To pay for the trips, students work hard at
fundraising. The school uses the financial challenge as
part of the whole learning experience.  Students are
taught life skills such as how to write fundraising letters
and how to speak to groups about the importance of
their service. They also hold raffles, dances, and candy
sales.

“The students realize that they have an opportunity and
a responsibility to make a difference, and they feel a real
sense of ownership of their projects because they know
how hard they have worked to get there,” said Bell.

That hard work makes the students even more
invested in what they are doing and makes them truly
appreciate the unique opportunities they have to
experience something outside their normal daily lives.

“The trips are absolutely life-changing.  The students
get to know themselves a little better as they experience
different cultures, and they gain a stronger sense of
self,” said Santos.  “It is transformative. It’s a goal of
ours to help transform students into leaders, and we are
seeing it happen.”  

In the past year almost 200 BPS students from 12
high schools have traveled to 13 countries on academic
field trips including Ireland, Poland, Germany, Costa
Rica, Mexico, Canada, England, and France. 

International School students make a difference in Honduras

IINNTTEERRNNAATTIIOONNAALL
PPRRIIDDEE

1. Senior Ceol Soto uses a wheel barrow to works with a local boy to build a home in Honduras; 2.  Students xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx; 3. Ceol Soto hugs two children that he worked with in  a reading class during the trip to Honduras; 4. Student Abdould Diallo and teacher Claudia Bell show their strength while working on the building project; 5. Boston
International High School student XXXXXXXXX, reads with a Honduran child; 6. Two children have some fun in a wheel barrow during the building project; Background photo: Team Honduras takes a minute to appreciate Honduras and each other.
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Brandy Cruthird works with Jose Espinal at the Chinatown YMCA.

BY MEAGHAN CASEY

In 1988, Brandy Cruthird was a senior at the
Jeremiah Burke High School, earning All-State and
All-American honors in basketball.

Nearly two decades later, Cruthird is earning
national recognition as America’s Next Fitness Star
and inspiring today’s students to create their own
destinies.

“Basketball changed my life,” said Cruthird.  “It
kept me off the streets, taught me about discipline
and setting goals, and it gave me perseverance.  I
learned that if you want something, envision it until
you live it.”

A physical education teacher at the Quincy Upper
School and the founder and owner of Body By
Brandy Fitness Studio in Roxbury, Cruthird
competed among a thousand contestants in
ExerciseTV’s contest for the country’s next fitness
celebrity. As the contest winner, she has received a
one-year paid contract with ExerciseTV that
includes appearing in an original fitness series on
the network and hosting a monthly blog, as well as
a year’s supply of New Balance footwear and
apparel.  Her programming will premiere on
ExerciseTV this summer.

“When we launched the search for America’s
Next Fitness Star, we wanted to find an individual
who would motivate people to be their best –
someone who demonstrates and believes, as I do,
that fitness can be fun,” said fitness icon Jake
Steinfield, founder of ExerciseTV.  “Brandy is a
fantastic health and fitness advocate who embodies
that dynamic spirit, energy and commitment.  She’s
already a local hero in Boston, and we are proud to
help bring her the national recognition she
deserves.”

Born and raised in Roxbury and currently
residing in Dorchester, Cruthird’s interest in fitness
was sparked in the ninth grade at the Burke.  From

there, she went on to become a Division I basketball
player at James Madison University in Virginia.  In
1996, she opened Body By Brandy, a studio that
offers fitness programming, personal training,
nutrition counseling and strength training.  She
began teaching at the Upper School when it opened
in 1999.

“I’m proud to be a product of the Boston Public
Schools and to be able to come back as a teacher
and community entrepreneur,” said Cruthird, who
cites School Committee member Alfreda Harris,
Health Careers Academy Headmaster Al Holland
and Quincy Upper School Headmaster Dr. Bak Fun
Wong as her mentors.  “They’ve dedicated their
lives to helping young people, and they’ve shown
me what it’s like to support someone’s vision.”

To connect with her students, Cruthird leads by
example.

“I try to be a role model and work out with
them,” said Cruthird.  “And, I try to help them feel
good about who they are and where they’re going.
If they can look at fitness as a lifestyle, they can
pick up skills they can use for years to come.

“Physical fitness affects them physically and
psychologically,” added Cruthird.  “If they’re able
to embrace physical fitness, they’re able to achieve
in all aspects of their lives.”

Cruthird has launched a number of
groundbreaking programs to combat childhood
obesity and juvenile diabetes.  Her Fit Kidz
program accepts prescriptions from participating
health care providers in the Boston area, enabling
overweight children to work out at her centers at no
charge.  She has also organized the annual Every
Body Walk Your Body fitness walk and health fair
in Boston, the nationwide Get Active campaign in
partnership with the United Way and a series of
family fitness videos.  In 2006, she received the
Ford Fusion Life in Drive Award and the Harvard
Pilgrim Health Care Innovator Award.

America�s Next 
Fitness Star

New union initiatives
give promise to schools

High schools to test 

later start times 

network to share effective practices.
“This $10 million program is a substantial and innovative initiative to raise

achievement in a group of schools in need of dramatic improvement,” said
Contompasis. 

Key features of Superintendent’s Schools include an extra hour of instruction
every day; 75 percent of all vacancies filled at the sole discretion of the
principal; a full-time family & community outreach coordinator; salary
incentives to attract and retain outstanding teachers; 20 hours of additional
professional development; and reduction of maximum class size by two students
in regular education. 

The Superintendent’s Schools for the 2007-2008 school year are:
Agassiz Elementary School, Jamaica Plain 
Curley K-8 School, Jamaica Plain 
Elihu Greenwood Elementary School, Hyde Park 
Lewenberg Middle School, Mattapan 
Marshall Elementary School, Dorchester 
Perkins Elementary School, South Boston 
Russell Elementary School, Dorchester 
Trotter Elementary School, Dorchester 
Winthrop Elementary School, Dorchester 

English High School, as a new Commonwealth Pilot School, will also
participate in the network. Many of the schools also are participating in the new
Step UP initiative, a school reform and support partnership among the City of
Boston, Boston Public Schools, and five major universities.

In addition to the Superintendent’s Schools, highlights of the BTU contract
include a commitment to maintaining small class size; the creation of at least
seven new pilot schools; the launch of a New Teacher Developer program and a
Peer Assistance program; and an increase in salaries and a gradual increase in
employee share of health insurance premiums.

CONTRACT: from Page 1

committed to supporting our students
and staff and to finding innovative
solutions to enhance their learning, and
a later start time should help.”

The demand for a later start time
became an increasing priority a year
ago when the School Committee
approved a punctuality policy that
eliminated a practice at some high
schools to lock out tardy students.  The
new policy called for additional
strategies to promote on-time arrival at
school and asked the superintendent to
explore the possibility of later start
times.  

The Boston Student Advisory
Council (BSAC), which includes high
school student leaders, played a critical
role in working with the
superintendent and School Committee
to address the benefits to students.

“The amount of sleep each student
receives is directly related to their
school performance and ability to do
well,” said Boston Latin Academy
sophomore Moriah Smith, a BSAC
member. “Many studies have shown
that by getting in a good amount of
sleep per night, students show more
confidence, participation and
motivation in school.  For the most
part, this issue has been a hot spot for
years, and parents and students have

needed a change. By supporting this
decision,  we hope to put all BPS
students’ needs and benefits first.”

“It’s important for students to feel
fresh and not tired or stressed out in
the mornings, and more importantly,
for them to be able to get to school on
time,” said fellow BSAC member
Adeoye Owolewa, a junior at Boston
Latin School, where the start time is
already 7:45.  “A problem for one
school is a problem for all of us, so
this issue was a big priority for us.”  

Brighton High School piloted a later
start time this year, based on requests
from the student, parents and faculty.

“Students from many
neighborhoods of Boston were literally
unable to reach Brighton High by
7:25, based on MBTA schedules,” said
Headmaster Toby Romer.  “We’ve
reduced student tardiness by more than
75 percent and we are saving hours of
instructional time, because students are
here on time and first period class
starts when it is scheduled to start.”

The superintendent’s plan to adjust
the start times at the 10 other select
schools was approved at the March 7
School Committee meeting.  In order
to allow for the later start, Boston
Public Schools will identify options
for transportation to accommodate the
different schedule.

LATE START: from Page 1



BY MEAGHAN CASEY

As the warm weather rolls in, learning rolls on for students of
Boston Public Schools.

The summer will be an active one for students involved in
educational and recreational programs throughout the city.

New programs for teens include Arts Scene and Sports
Scene. The city will expand its arts programming, bringing new
and innovative arts opportunities to every Boston neighborhood
through Arts Scene.  Sports Scene will be a six-week sports
skill-development program. On Friday nights, the city will host
Boston at Night. Various community groups will host events
every Friday from 6 to 10 p.m. in efforts to provide youth with
safe and positive activities.

For younger students, an island of learning awaits. Students
ages 11-14 will have the opportunity to take part in a day camp,
Camp Harborview, on Long Island.  Situated in Quincy Bay,
the 22-acre island is in the middle of Boston Harbor. Running
from June through August, the program will enroll 300 children
for each of the two four-week sessions. Students will be bused
to the camp and served breakfast, lunch and dinner.

The camp, envisioned by Mayor Thomas M. Menino and
Jack Connors Jr., founding partner and chairman of Hill,
Holliday, Connors, Cosmopulos, one of leading advertising
agencies in the country, is equipped with playing fields, tennis
courts, a climbing wall, adventure course and ocean
exploration.  Counselors from the Boys & Girls Club will
operate the programming, emphasizing environmental
education, leadership, sports and fitness, and the arts.  Students
can find out more information or pick up applications at any
Boys & Girls Club.

All of these initiatives are part of Boston R.O.C.K.S!!!
(Recreational Opportunities for City Kids), a coordinated
summer programming campaign aimed at connecting Boston
youth between the ages of 8-14 with programs and activities.
In May, the city unveiled a database and dedicated phone line
that parents can use to access more than 500 programs for
Boston’s youth, including arts, sports and educational activities.

Many community centers and parks will host a variety of daily
drop-in activities and supervised play.

In addition, Menino announced the addition of a rolling
recreation-mobile, which will travel to local parks to engage
youth in a variety of activities, including arts and crafts, sports,
dance and group games. 

“Boston is committed to the safety and development of our
youth, and the wealth of activities and programming being
offered this summer underscores this commitment,” Menino
said. “From jobs to sports to camps, the young people of
Boston have an incredible range of opportunities to continue to
grow and learn and have fun all summer long.” 

Additional opportunities can be found in the BPS Summer

Stuff 2007 for grades 6-12 and Summer Stuff Jr. 2007 for
kindergarten-grade 5.  The popular publications list hundreds of
camps, classes, activities, internships and job opportunities for
the coming summer. They are available in all schools and
family resource centers, as well as public libraries, community
centers, YMCA branches, City Hall and Head Start pre-schools.
They are also available online at www.bostonpublicschools.org.  

At www.bostonyouthzone.com/summer, kids can search a
database of programs, camps and events by neighborhood,
gender or age.  City youthline workers are also staffing a
helpline, 617-635-KIDS, to help students find the best way to
spend their summer. 

BY MEAGHAN CASEY

Come June, thousands of the City’s
students will exit their classrooms, ready to
embrace the sun, fun and relaxation of
summer vacation.  Among them will be
nearly 20,000 high school teens faced with
the challenge of finding a summer job.

For 17 years, the Boston Youth Fund
(BYF) summer jobs program has answered
that challenge, employing youth in a
variety of positions across the city.  During
the six-week program, teens can earn up to
$1,200, while learning valuable skills in
the workplace.  

“A summer job is an opportunity for a
young person to try something new, to
learn about their interests, to be a positive
member of their community, and earn
some money at the same time,” said
Mayor Thomas M. Menino. “When teens

are hired through the summer jobs
program, they help to improve the quality
of life in our city — by improving our
neighborhoods, staffing our day camps and
day care centers, and working in homeless
shelters.”

The BYF program has grown from
placing hundreds of teens in jobs each
summer to placing thousands. The majority
work as counselors, tutors and mentors for
nonprofit organizations that serve younger
children through camps, sports and
recreational activities, day care and
academic enrichment programs. 

The jobs help serve more than 200
community-based organizations in the
Boston area that rely heavily on teens to
act as counselors for their camps and other
jobs. To place the teens, the BYF works in
partnership with the Boston Private
Industry Council, Action for Boston

Community Development, Youth
Opportunity Boston and the Boston
Empowerment Zone. The program also
relies heavily on cooperation from the
private sector, and employers’ willingness
to offer summer positions.

“Investing in our youth is probably the
best investment you can make,” said
Menino.  “Our young people are the
workforce that we must cultivate in order
to compete at the highest levels in the
coming years.  A small investment now
yields great dividends in our future
economy.”

For most participants, the summer job is
their first paid working experience.  The
teens look forward to making a difference
in their neighborhoods, while learning
important life skills.

The Boston Private Industry Council’s Classroom at the
Workplace gives high school students the real-world
opportunity to work in a corporate environment. Business
partners, such as Harvard University, State Street
Corporation and Massachusetts General Hospital, provide
time and space during the workday for students to
improve their reading comprehension, writing and
mathematics skills. Summer classes are held at the
worksite for 90 minutes, five days a week for seven weeks,
and are led by a BPS teacher.

After the classroom component, students disperse
throughout various departments to complete their paid
job assignments. Embedded within the Summer Jobs
Program, Classroom at the Workplace allows employers to
help students meet the rigorous academic standards
required for high school graduation while filling
summertime peak workloads. About 150 BPS students
participate annually.

“Boston employers are developing the city’s workforce
by providing invaluable professional skills development
opportunities to students who will later comprise their
employment pool,” said Program Coordinator Elspeth
Benard. “For those students, Classroom at the Workplace
provides an invaluable opportunity to gain professional
experience.”

Boston R.O.C.K.S!!!
City rolls out 

new summer programs
for Boston students

Mayor Thomas M. Menino is joined by students as he announces the Boston R.O.C.K.S!!! program.

Opportunity knocks this summer
Boston Youth Fund gives students real-life work experience
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Adams
Academic:  Joshua Olivencia
School Spirit: Kyre Williams

Agassiz
Academic: Denise Sosa 
School Spirit: Walner Cruz

Alighieri  
Academic: Marlon Espino
School Spirit: Alexa Amato

Bates  
Academic:  Nora Hill
School Spirit:  Ava Brignol

Beethoven
Academic:  Brian Mangilog
School Spirit:  Melissa Rodriquez

Blackstone  
Academic: Kimberly Diaz-Volquez
School Spirit: Steven Santiago

Bradley
Academic: Anthony Cherry
School Spirit: Michaelina Winslow

Channing  
Academic: Aaliyah Emmanuel 

School Spirit: Ariel Baker
Chittick

Academic: Phoebe James
School Spirit: Aaron Hardy

Clap
Academic: Jermal Murray 
School Spirit: Casandra Cardoso

Condon
Academic: Phuong Nghi Pham
School Spirit:  Jonathan Miller-
Pritchard

Conley
Academic: Colette Bouquet
School Spirit:  Ivan Nova

J.  Curley  
Academic: Ellery Tremblay
School Spirit: Salvadora McCaffrey

Dever  
Academic:  Jeneba Mansaray
School Spirit:  Nadalia Rowe

Dickerman
Academic: Archibaldo Soto 
School Spirit: Zhanea Williams

Eliot
Academic: Jaliya Lockett
School Spirit: Jacqueline Rodriguez

Ellis
Academic: Doribel Paulino
School Spirit: Edward Ayala

Emerson
Academic: Princess Mansaray
School Spirit: Albertino Semedo 

Everett  
Academic:  Katherine Gudiel
School Spirit:  Kyah Williams

Farragut
Academic: Najat Goso
School Spirit: Emily Navarro

Fifield
Academic: Georgeann Contreras
School Spirit:  Michael
Hawkesworth-Porter

Gardner  Extended  Services  School
Academic: Alexis Gamez
School Spirit: Kiran Raza

Garfield  
Academic: Valandrhah Abraham
School Spirit: Terrell Boggs 

Elihu  Greenwood  
Academic: Stephanie Ramirez 
School Spirit: Deborah Siffra

Sarah  Greenwood  School  
Academic: Abigail Ezedonmwen
School Spirit: Jesus Santiago

Grew  
Academic: Brigett Ciollo
School Spirit: Nicole Sennett

Guild  
Academic: Jean Atehortua
School Spirit: Nicole Rivas

Hale  
Academic: Sidney Maria Bowden
School Spirit: Chavez McKenzie

Haley  
Academic: Abdelrahman
Abdelrahman
School Spirit: Justin Woods

Hamilton  
Academic: Massa Dukuly-Bah
School Spirit: Mykyta Sudyenkov

Harvard/Kent  
Academic: Yingfeng Chin
School Spirit:  Mackenzie Lane

Hennigan  
Academic: Michelle Ng
School Spirit:  Roy Bandar

Higginson
Academic: Joyvet Agbortoko
School Spirit: Kodey Maurice Govan

Holland  
Academic: Phuong Nguyen
School Spirit: Nadeaya Frazier

Holmes
Academic:   Anthony Vasquez
School Spirit:  Geneisha Sanders

Hurley
Academic: Vinnette Marrero
School Spirit: Abram Ortiz

Jackson/Mann  
Academic: Alexandra Zuluaga
School Spirit: Jude Jean Baptiste

John  F.  Kennedy
Academic: Rosa Marquez
School Spirit: Hulda Suazo

Patrick  J.  Kennedy
Academic: Dahiana Loaiza Garces
School Spirit: Hillary Cayetano

Kenny  
Academic: Wilner Paulemon
School Spirit: Xhonatan Menzi and
Dave Pierre

Kilmer
Academic:  Mary McDonough
School Spirit:  Ageena Peterson

Lee
Academic: Leon Clark
School Spirit: Kayla Anderson

Manning  
Academic: Isabel Delaura
School Spirit: Shyheem Moore

Marshall
Academic: Jathena Soto Mayor
School Spirit: Lavonne Vick-Warren

Mason  
Academic: Tevin Barros and Kalonji
Williams
School Spirit: Alize Cabral

Mather  
Academic: Sabrina Nunez-Diaz
School Spirit:  Jackson Nguyen 

Mattahunt  
Academic: Diamond Thomas
School Spirit: Taraje Gordon

McKinley
Academic:  Joshua Monteiro
School Spirit: Joseph Rodrigues 

Mendell
Academic: Deanna Pettway
School Spirit: Karen Menoza and
Netaly Urena 

Mozart
Academic: Jessica Ortiz
School Spirit: Shayla Murray

O'Donnell  
Academic: Edward Funes
School Spirit: Jennifer Gonzalez

O'Hearn  
Academic: Sukhai Booker
School Spirit: Dominic Zinnanti 

Ohrenberger
Academic: Sharzil Kazi
School Spirit: Kayla Baez

Otis
Academic: Mattheus Friosi
School Spirit: Maggie Dovalle

Perkins
Academic: Adelajda Mullahi
School Spirit:  Kiara Copeland

Perry    
Academic: Aaron Nguyen
School Spirit: Alani Okyere

Philbrick  
Academic:  Tara Joseph and Abigail
Ohemeng
School Spirit: Raven Kelsey

Quincy  
Academic: Henry Tsang
School Spirit: Christina Wong

Roosevelt  
Academic: Dinah Jean Philippe
School Spirit: Medgine Napoleon

Russell
Academic:  Kertrina Dustin
School Spirit: Sarah Bennett

Shaw
Academic: Lisa Imafidon 
School Spirit: Ronisha Franklin

Stone
Academic: Malique Brooks
School Spirit: Johnny Villilo

Sumner  
Academic: Emmanuelle D.
Hernandez
School Spirit:  Andre M. Alvarado        

Taylor  
Academic: Tri Hoang
School Spirit: Seymour Laing  

Trotter  
Academic: Joan Linnette Linton
School Spirit: Jorge Reyes

Tynan
Academic: Blerta Bajrami
School Spirit: Abraham Bonilla

Warren-PPrescott
Academic: Lucy Sergeant and
Sophia Von Hunnius
School Spirit: Bridgette Collier

Winship
Academic: Nora L. Portillo
School Spirit: Nadia Ahmedi

Winthrop  
Academic: Joshua Lucas 
School Spirit:  Tiffanie Ortiz

Cleveland  
Academic: Vanessa Zamy
School Spirit: Asia Mai

Mary  E.  Curley  
Academic: Evelin Rojas
School Spirit: Jennifer Yung

Dearborn  
Academic: Ivabeth Kirnon
School Spirit: Melissa Ayala and
Troy Bowens

Edison
Academic:  Rosemary Onofri
School Spirit: Linda Okar

Edwards  
Academic: Wing Yan Toong
School Spirit: Imani Lassus-Wright

Lilla  Frederick  
Academic: Enidia Barros
School Spirit: Ashley King

Gavin  
Academic: Beryl Nyamunda
School Spirit: Kevin DePina

Sarah  Greenwood  School
Academic: Angely Rodriguez
School Spirit: Nakia Campbell

Harbor  
Academic: Kelly Fontes 
School Spirit: William Johnson

Hernandez  School
Academic: Aylin Feliz
School Spirit: Victor Mejia

Irving  
Academic: Jennifer Herrera
School Spirit: Stephanie Reyes

King  
Academic:  Hugo Collazos 
School Spirit: Mary Long

Lewenberg  
Academic:  Kishma Andrew
School Spirit: Freydjine Gelin

Lewis
Academic: Jismaly Mejia
School Spirit: Alexandra Castillo

Lyndon
Academic: Juleissy Pimentel
School Spirit: Joseph Wall

Lyon    
Academic:  Raymond Wong
School Spirit: Molly McCarthy

McCormack  
Academic: Sabrina Donald
School Spirit:  Shauntera Works

McKay  K-88
Academic: Yeidelez Rodriguez
School Spirit: Katherine Brea

McKinley  
Academic: Juan Rojas
School Spirit: Edward White

Mildred  Avenue  
Academic: Tatiana Barksdale
School Spirit: Myles Layne 

Mission  Hill
Academic: Gregory Miles
School Spirit: Jonathan Carrasquillo

Murphy    
Academic: Patricia Rizzo
School Spirit: Qui Trinh

Orchard  Gardens  K-88
Academic:  Estella Gonzalez
School Spirit: Quonedell Brown

Rogers
Academic: Samantha Craig 
School Spirit: Brima Rogers

Timilty  
Academic: Brayan Jaramillo
School Spirit: Yuneish Robinson

Tobin  K-88  
Academic: Natalia Medina
School Spirit: Jaelyn Montes

Umana/Barnes  
Academic: Thuyanh Do
School Spirit:  Maria Brackett

Warren/Prescott  K-88
Academic: Truman Fisher
School Spirit: Teaghan Reid

Wilson  
Academic: Vanyvel Cubero
School Spirit: Kanny Moussignac

Young  Achievers  
Academic: Rominda Debarros
School Spirit: Marcos Baez

Academy  of  Public  Service
Academic: Phuong Trinh
School Spirit: Jessica Lewis

Another  Course  to  College
Academic:  Mirjola Adhami
School Spirit: Christiana Samuel
and Julio Lopez

Boston  Adult  Technical  Academy
Academic:  Hong Zeng 
School Spirit: Phuong Danh

Boston  Arts  Academy
Academic: Jamie Maletz
School Spirit: Karla Heredia

Boston  Community  Leadership
Academy
Academic: Samantha Medeiros
School Spirit: Savanah Cosby and
Angelina Rodriguez

Boston  Day  and  Evening  Academy
(Day  Division)
Academic: Julia Yissel Melo
School Spirit: Judith Francois

Boston  Day  and  Evening  Academy
(Evening  Division)
Academic: Celia Alecia Brown
School Spirit: Andre Darnell
Woodberry

Boston  International  
Academic: Alisa Cenaj 
School Spirit: Cruz Carrillo

Boston  Latin  Academy
Academic: Thuy Dung Quan
School Spirit: Jason Williams

Boston  Latin  School
Academic: Claudia Tenen
School Spirit:  Michael Baskin

Brighton  
Academic: Huong Nguyen
School Spirit: Dewayne Jones and
Elizabeth M. Paige

Brook  Farm  Academy
Academic: Greta Cuko
School Spirit: Debora Louis

Jeremiah  Burke  
Academic: Phillip Rutahweire
School Spirit: Montez Paschall

Community  Academy
Academic: Jorge Diaz
School Spirit: Ellis Rudolph

Community  Academy  for  Science  and
Health
Academic: Elfreida Campbell 
School Spirit: Savinia Exantus

Charlestown  
Academic:  Madelyn Disla 
School Spirit: Maverick Afonso

East  Boston  
Academic: My Chi Tran
School Spirit: John Lewis

Engineering  
Academic: Kevin Lopez 
School Spirit: Yanelin Salerno

English  
Academics: Cesar Matos
School Spirit: Samantha Travis-
Mills 

Excel  
Academic: Vy Nguyen
School Spirit: Venita Custis

Fenway
Academic: Sabrina Antoine
School Spirit: Steve Hilaire

Greater  Egelston  Community  
Academic: Jennifer Jones 
School Spirit: Leslie Tejeda

Health  Careers  Academy
Academic: April Lamrock 
School Spirit: Cathline Ancion

Horace  Mann
Academic: Maria D. Gomes
School Spirit: Leonardo Reyes-
Encarnacion

Madison  Park  Tech/Voc
Academic: Kathy Pires
School Spirit: Krish Kulka

McKinley  Prep  
Academic: Daniel Brito 
School Spirit: Xavier Caban

McKinley  South  End  Academy  
Academic: Timothy Higgins
School Spirit: Kayla Rodriguez

Media  Communications  Tech.  
Academic: Lukenson Milfort
School Spirit: Eugenie Inniss

Monument  
Academic:  Fara Gaston
School Spirit:  Michael Guadarrama

New  Mission  
Academic: Ronee Budd
School Spirit: Jafa Mignott

Noonan  Business  Academy
Academics: Shanell Parson
School Spirit: Kemele Murray

O'Bryant  School  of  Math  and  Science
Academic:   Janet Yu
School Spirit:  Brittany McDonough

Odyssey  
Academic: Steven Japo
School spirit: Christopher Wong

Parkway  Academy  of  Tech.  and  Health
Academic: Julissa Paulino
School Spirit: Thorton Paul

Quincy  Upper
Academic: Jack Trieu
School Spirit: Christopher Gray and
Shevon O'Neal

Snowden  International  School  
Academic: Jimmy Liu
School Spirit: Mai Tran

Social  Justice  Academy
Academic: Gregory Chery 
School Spirit: Franchesca
Sanquintin

Tech  Boston  Academy
Academics: Matthew McGrath
School Spirit: Alwyn McLeod

Urban  Science  Academy
Academic: Madelein Baez
School Spirit: Thomas Leamey

Mayor’s annual School Awards
Elementary Schools

High Schools

Middle and K-8
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Academy of Public Service 
Phuong Kim Trinh

Another Course to College
Mirjola Adhami

Boston Adult Technical
Academy

Daniel G. Guesh

Boston Arts Academy
Jamie Maletz

Boston Community
Leadership Academy

Samantha A. Medeiros

Boston Day and Evening
Academy

Celia A. Brown

Boston International High
School

Lizbeth Y. Ruiz

Boston Latin Academy
Thuy Quan

Boston Latin School
Shuang Wu

Brighton High School
Huong Nguyen

Brook Farm Business and
Service Academy

Greta Cuko

Jeremiah E. Burke High
School

Phillip Rutahweire

Charlestown High School
Madelyn I. Disla

Community Academy
Jorge A. Diaz

Community Academy of
Science and Health

Bhraana Abraham

East Boston High School
My Chi Tran

The Engineering School
Kevin Lopez

English High School
Cesar Matos

Excel High School
Vy Nguyen

Fenway High School
Sabrina Antoine

Greater Egleston
Community High School

Jennifer Jones

Health Careers Academy
April M. Lamrock

Horace Mann School for
the Deaf

Maria D. Gomes

Madison Park Technical
Vocational High School

Luis D. Turbides

McKinley Preparatory
High School

Travis A. Velasquez

McKinley South End
Academy

Charles Albert Matthews Jr.

Media Communications
Technology High School

Maria Martinez

Monument High School 
Fara R. Gaston

New Mission High School
Ronee A. Budd

Edward G. Noonan Jr.
Business Academy

Shanell G. Parson

John D. O’Bryant School of
Math and Science

Huijun Liao

Odyssey High School 
Stavri Japo

Parkway Academy of
Technology and Health

Julisa J. Paulino

Josiah Quincy Upper
School

Jack W. Trieu

Muriel S. Snowden
International School 

Jimmy Liu

Social Justice Academy
Gregory L. Chery

TechBoston Academy
Matthew R. McGrath

Urban Science Academy
Theodhor T. Dyshniku

Boston Public Schools
Class of 2007 Valedictorians

Agassiz Elementary School 
Agassiz Elementary School

received a Secretary’s Award
for Excellence in Environmental
Education in recognition of its
EarthWorks Outdoor
Classroom Program. For more
than a decade, the Agassiz has
partnered with the non-profit
organization EarthWorks to use
the school’s onsite orchard, the
Agassiz Arboleda, for hands-on
environmental learning that
supports students in mastering
key concepts of the science
curriculum.

Everett Elementary School
The Friends of the Edward

Everett Schoolyard held its
annual fundraiser gala, Rock
the Night 2007, on April 28.
The band Catbasket provided
the music. During the past few
years, the Everett schoolyard
has been transformed into a
woodland garden and native
habitat supporting abundant
flora and fauna. The Friends
group has sponsored numerous
planting and maintenance days
to ensure that the grounds
continue to provide a haven for
the neighborhood and a
learning place for its children.
They intend to continue their
beautification efforts, as well
as to make sure there is money
for programming and
maintenance.

Gardner Extended Services
School

Dean Martin, a science specialist
at the Gardner, was presented
with a Secretary’s Award for
Excellence in Environmental
Education by the
Massachusetts Executive
Office of Energy and
Environmental Affairs. Martin,
who has been at the Gardner
for four years, was the
founding teacher of the
Outdoor Classroom Program at
the school. The Outdoor
Classroom supports the
science curriculum by engaging
students in hands-on science
learning on topics such as wind
and weather, ecosystems,
levers and pulleys, and more.
Martin serves as a teacher
leader for the Boston Public
Schools, co-teaches a course
with a professor from the
Lynch School of Education at
Boston College, and presents
at national conferences on his
work in his science classroom. 

Jackson/Mann School
Author Ina Friedman of Brookline

visited the sixth grade
Advanced Work Class to talk
about the writing of her book,
Flying against the Wind, which

the students read as part of
their English language arts
curriculum.  The class invited
Friedman to visit after
discovering that she lived
locally, and was thrilled when
she accepted. 

Marshall Elementary School
Students and staff at the John

Marshall Elementary School in
Dorchester laced up their
running shoes in April for the
annual Marshall Marathon.
Held on the Friday prior to the
Boston Marathon, this yearly
tradition involves the entire
school. Each classroom selects
two runners — one male and
one female — to compete in
one of three divisions: Kiddie
(K1 & K2); Primary (Grades 1
& 2); and Elementary (Grades
3-5). Staff members who
consider themselves young at
heart compete in the adult
division. 

O’Hearn Elementary School
Students and staff were honored

for their inclusive approach to
teaching and learning.  Three
students’ essays and artwork
celebrating inclusive schools
were recognized by the
Educational Development
Center through its National
Inclusive Schools Week Poster
and Essay Contest. 

Shanye Sullivan and Antoine
Montgomery, both of
Dorchester, placed first in the
K-3 and grade 4-5 essay
categories, while Saoirse
McTavish, also of Dorchester,
placed first in the grade 4-5
individual poster category.
Additionally, Erin McManus
and Claire Dewey’s first grade
class was awarded second
prize for its group poster. The
O’Hearn also was one of three
schools to be recognized for
overall participation in the
contest.

The directors of the O’Hearn
after-school program, Darlene
Jones-Inge of Jamaica Plain
and Sharon Williams of
Dorchester, also were honored
recently. The Federation for
Children with Special Needs, a
non-profit organization that
provides information, support,
and assistance to parents of
children with disabilities, their
professional partners, and their
communities, presented the
pair with its Community
Partnership Award at its annual
statewide conference. 

Sumner Elementary School
At its 75th anniversary

celebration this spring, the
Charles Sumner Elementary
School in Roslindale paid
tribute to one of its many
distinguished alumni —
Michael G. Contompasis,
Superintendent of the Boston
Public Schools.  The school
presented Contompasis with
the Distinguished Alumni
Award on May 19.

Lilla G. Frederick Pilot
Middle School

In March, the school launched its
1:1 Wireless Learning Initiative.
With the support of Rep.
Salvatore F. DiMasi, Mayor
Thomas M. Menino, the
Massachusetts legislature, the
City of Boston, the Boston
Public Schools, and the
Massachusetts Technology
Collaborative, the school is
poised to open a remarkable
new chapter as it strives to
educate, engage and enrich
the lives of students and their
families.  

The students of the Frederick
School neighborhood will be
the first to utilize Boston’s new
Wi-Fi system, allowing them to
continue their learning from
home. Over a period of seven
months, a team of Frederick
School staff, parents, board
members, community partners
and students engaged in a
strategic planning process led
by the Massachusetts
Technology Collaborative to
craft a master plan. The
program’s success will be
measured by using an
aggressive set of outcomes
developed by the Frederick and
by working with the Technology
and Assessment Study
Collaborative at Boston
College as its evaluation
partner. 

Boston Arts Academy
Whenever members of the U.S.

Congress travel the long
hallway between their offices
and the Capitol building in
Washington, D.C., they will
pass by a stunning self-portrait
by Jaleela Browder, a BAA
senior. U.S. Rep. Michael E.
Capuano selected Jaleela’s
pastel drawing to represent the
Massachusetts 8th
congressional district in the
annual Artistic Discovery
exhibit. Congress created the
exhibit in 1982 to feature the
work of artistic high school
students from each of the 435
congressional districts across
the country. The artwork is
displayed for one year in the
Cannon Tunnel that connects
House of Representatives
office building with the U.S.
Capitol.

Jaleela is the daughter of
Michael and Deborah Browder
of Dorchester, who are also
alumni of the Boston Public
Schools. An honors student at
BAA, Jaleela is also a talented
fashion designer and
photographer. 

Brighton High School
The second annual Brighton High

Auction was held at the high
school on May 4.  The BHS
alumni association use
proceeds from the auction to
support college scholarships
for graduating seniors and to
support and enhance the after-
school offerings at the school.

Health Careers Academy
Spanish teacher Angela Cappucci

was one of 23 educators
across the country selected as
an Ambassador in Education
by the MetLife Foundation. The
award brings with it a $5,000
grant to support community
partnerships. Ms. Cappucci, a
resident of Stoneham, has
been teaching at Health
Careers Academy since 2003.
She began her teaching career
in 1991 at Tlaxcalancingo High
School in Mexico. 

Health Careers Academy was
one of only four schools across
the state to demonstrate a
four-year graduation rate of
100 percent, according to the
Massachusetts Department of
Education.

Horace Mann School for the
Deaf and Hard of Hearing

The Horace Mann School
recently accepted more than
$100,000 worth of brand new
technology from 13 companies
attending the AIIM and On
Demand Conferences & Expos
at the Boston Convention and
Exhibition Center.  The
donations included software
with training, printers and
scanners, a digital camera and
a laminator. The 13 companies
were BÖWE BELL +
HOWELL, Datacap Inc.,
DataVault Inc., Eastman Kodak
Company, Estimator Corp,
James Burn International,
Kofax, Microsoft Corporation,
Nuance Communications, Inc.,
Ricoh Corporation, Spiral
Binding, Visioneer, Inc., and
Xerox Corporation’s Office
Group. 

McKinley Prep High School
The team from the William

McKinley Preparatory High
School won the Judges Award
at the Boston FIRST Regional
Robotics Competition in
recognition of its unusual
success as first-time
competitors and their we-can-
do-it attitude. The Judges
Award is presented to a team
whose unique effort,
performance, or dynamics in
the course of competition
impresses the judges. Despite
being rookies, having the
smallest team, and logging the
fewest hours building their
robot, the McKinley students
advanced to the quarterfinals
before being eliminated.

Elementary/
Early Childhood 
and K-8 Schools

High Schools and       
Special Programs

Middle Schools
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AAddaammss  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Grace Madsen, Principal
165 Webster St., East Boston 02128
(617) 635-8383
AAggaassssiizz  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Alfredo Nunez, Principal
20 Child St., Jamaica Plain 02130
(617) 635-8198
AAlliigghhiieerrii  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Anthony Valdez, Acting Principal
37 Gove St., East Boston 02128
(617) 635-8529
BBaallddwwiinn  EEaarrllyy  LLeeaarrnniinngg  CCeenntteerr
Graciela Hopkins, Principal
121 Corey Rd., Brighton 02135
(617) 635-8409
BBaatteess  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Catherine James, Principal
426 Beech St., Roslindale 02131
(617) 635-8064
BBeeeetthhoovveenn  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Eileen Nash, Principal
5125 Washington St., W. Roxbury 02132

(617) 635-8149
BBllaacckkssttoonnee  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Mildred Ruiz-Allen, Principal
380 Shawmut Ave., Boston 02118
(617) 635-8471
BBrraaddlleeyy  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Anne Kelly, Principal
110 Beachview Rd., E. Boston 02128
(617) 635-8422
CChhaannnniinngg  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Deborah Dancy, Principal
35 Sunnyside St., Hyde Park 02136
(617) 635-8722
CChhiittttiicckk  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Michelle Burnett-Herndon, Principal
154 Ruskindale Rd., Mattapan 02126
(617) 635-8652
CCllaapp  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Mary Tormey-Hamilton, Principal
35 Harvest St., Dorchester 02125
(617) 635-8672
CCoonnddoonn  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Ann Garofalo, Principal
200 D St., South Boston 02127
(617) 635-8608
CCoonnlleeyy  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Kathleen Armstrong, Principal
450 Poplar St., Roslindale 02131
(617) 635-8099
JJaammeess  MM..  CCuurrlleeyy  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Mirna Vega-Wilson, Principal
40 Pershing Rd., Jamaica Plain 02130
(617) 635-8239
DDeevveerr  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Guadalupe Guerrero, Principal
325 Mt. Vernon St., Dorchester 02125
(617) 635-8694
DDiicckkeerrmmaann  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Jessica Bolt, Principal
206 Magnolia St., Roxbury 02121
(617) 635-8253

EEaasstt  BBoossttoonn  EEaarrllyy  EEdduuccaattiioonn  CCeenntteerr
Olga Frechon, Principal
135 Gove St., East Boston 02128
(617) 635-6456
EEaasstt  ZZoonnee  EEaarrllyy  LLeeaarrnniinngg  CCeenntteerr
Ben Russell, Acting Principal
370 Columbia Rd., Dorchester 02125
(617) 635-8604
EElliioott  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Traci Walker Griffith, Acting Principal
16 Charter St., Boston 02113
(617) 635-8545
EElllliiss  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Carlos Gibb, Principal
302 Walnut St., Roxbury 02119
(617) 635-8257
EElllliissoonn--PPaarrkkss  EEaarrllyy  EEdduuccaattiioonn  SScchhooooll
Nora Toney, Principal
108 Babson St., Mattapan 02126
(617) 635-7680
EEmmeerrssoonn  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
C. Sura O’Mard-Gentle, Principal
6 Shirley St., Roxbury 02119
(617) 635-8507
EEvveerreetttt  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Nicole Mack, Principal
71 Pleasant St., Dorchester 02125
(617) 635-8779
FFaarrrraagguutt  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Rosemary Harmon, Principal
10 Fenwood Road, Boston 02115
(617) 635-8450
FFiiffiieelldd  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Craig Lankhorst, Principal
25 Dunbar Ave., Dorchester 02124
(617) 635-8618
GGaarrddnneerr  EExxtteennddeedd  SSeerrvviicceess  SScchhooooll
Erica Herman, Principal
30 Athol St., Allston 02134
(617) 635-8365
GGaarrffiieelldd  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Victoria Megias-Batista, Principal
95 Beechcroft St., Brighton 02135
(617) 635-8351
EElliihhuu  GGrreeeennwwoooodd  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Ida Weldon, Principal
612 Metropolitan Ave., Hyde Park, 02136

(617) 635-8665
SSaarraahh  GGrreeeennwwoooodd  KK--88  SScchhooooll
Isabel Mendez, Principal
189 Glenway St., Dorchester 02121
(617) 635-8710
GGrreeww  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Ronald Jackson, Principal
40 Gordon Ave., Hyde Park 02136
(617) 635-8715
GGuuiilldd  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Simon Ho, Principal
195 Leyden St., East Boston 02128
(617) 635-8523
HHaallee  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Sandra Mitchell-Woods, Principal
51 Cedar St., Roxbury 02119 
(617) 635-8205
HHaalleeyy  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Ross Wilson, Principal
570 Am. Legion Hgwy Roslindale 02131
(617) 635-8169

HHaammiillttoonn  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Ruby Ababio-Fernandez, Principal
198 Strathmore Road, Brighton 02135
(617) 635-8388
HHaarrvvaarrdd//KKeenntt  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Richard Martin, Principal
50 Bunker Hill St., Charlestown 02129
(617) 635-8358
HHaayynneess  EEaarrllyy  EEdduuccaattiioonn  CCeenntteerr
Valerie Gumes, Principal
263 Blue Hill Ave., Roxbury 02119
(617) 635-6446
HHeennnniiggaann  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Eleanor Kearse-Perry, Principal
200 Heath St., Jamaica Plain 02130
(617) 635-8264
HHeerrnnaannddeezz  KK--88  SScchhooooll
Margarita Muniz, Principal
61 School St., Roxbury 02119
(617) 635-8187
HHiiggggiinnssoonn  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Joy Salesman-Oliver, Principal
160 Harrishof St., Roxbury 02119
(617) 635-8247
HHoollllaanndd  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Michele O’Connell, Principal
85 Olney St., Dorchester 02124
(617) 635-8832
HHoollmmeess  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Catherine Constant, Principal
40 School St., Dorchester 02124
(617) 635-8681
HHuurrlleeyy  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Marjorie Soto, Principal
70 Worcester St., Boston 02118
(617) 635-8489
JJaacckkssoonn//MMaannnn  KK--66  SScchhooooll
Joanne Russell, Principal
40 Armington St., Allston 02134
(617) 635-8532
JJoohhnn  FF..  KKeennnneeddyy  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Eileen Morales, Principal
7 Bolster St., Jamaica Plain 02130
(617) 635-8127
PPaattrriicckk  JJ..  KKeennnneeddyy  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Marice Diakite, Principal
343 Saratoga St., East Boston 02128
(617) 635-8466
KKeennnnyy  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Suzanne Federspiel, Principal 
19 Oakton Ave., Dorchester 02111
(617) 635-8789
KKiillmmeerr  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Mairead Nolan, Principal
35 Baker St., West Roxbury 02132
(617) 635-8060
LLeeee  AAccaaddeemmyy  PPiilloott  SScchhooooll
Kyle Dodson, Principal
155 Talbot Ave., Dorchester 02124
(617) 635-6619
LLeeee  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Kimberly Curtis, Acting Principal
155 Talbot Ave., Dorchester 02124
(617) 635-8687
LLyynnddoonn  KK--88  SScchhooooll  
Kate Johnson, Teacher-Coordinator
20 Mt. Vernon St., W. Roxbury 02132
(617) 635-6824

LLyyoonn  KK--88  SScchhooooll
Deborah Rooney, Principal
50 Beechcroft St., Brighton 02135
(617) 635-7945
MMaannnniinngg  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Genteen Lacet Jean-Michel, Acting

Principal
130 Louders Lane, Jamaica Plain 02130

(617) 635-8102
MMaarrsshhaallll  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Teresa Harvey-Jackson, Principal
35 Westville St., Dorchester 02124
(617) 635-8810
MMaassoonn  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Janet Palmer-Owens, Principal
150 Norfolk Ave., Roxbury 02119
(617) 635-8405
MMaatthheerr  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Alenor Abdal-Khallaq Williams, Acting

Principal
One Parish St., Dorchester 02122
(617) 635-8757
MMaattttaahhuunntt  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Gloria J. Woods, Principal
100 Hebron St., Mattapan 02126
(617) 635-8792
MMccKKaayy  KK--88  SScchhooooll  
Almudena Abeyta, Principal
122 Cottage St., East Boston 02128
(617) 635-8510
MMccKKiinnlleeyy  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Christine Stella, Program Director
90 Warren Ave., Boston 02116
(617) 635-9978
MMeennddeellll  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Vera Johnson, Principal
164 School St., Roxbury 02119
(617) 635-8234
MMiissssiioonn  HHiillll  KK--88  SScchhooooll
Ayla Gavins, Principal 
67 Alleghany St., Roxbury 02120
(617) 635-6384
MMoozzaarrtt  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Albert Taylor, Principal
236 Beech St., Roslindale 02131
(617) 635-8082
MMuurrpphhyy  KK--88  SScchhooooll
Mary Russo, Principal
1 Worrell St., Dorchester 02122
(617) 635-8781
OO’’DDoonnnneellll  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Robert Martin, Principal
33 Trenton St., East Boston 02128
(617) 635-8454
OO’’HHeeaarrnn  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
William Henderson, Principal
1669 Dorchester Ave., Dorchester 02122
(617) 635-8725
OOhhrreennbbeerrggeerr  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Anita Moore, Principal
175 W. Boundary Rd., W. Roxbury 02132

(617) 635-8157

OOrrcchhaarrdd  GGaarrddeennss  KK--88    PPiilloott  SScchhooooll
Yolanda Burnett, Principal
906 Albany St., Roxbury 02119
(617) 635-1600
OOttiiss  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Sunny Bianca Astorga, Acting Principal 
218 Marion St., East Boston 02128
(617) 635-8372

PPeerrkkiinnss  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Barney Brawer, Principal
50 Burke St., South Boston 02127
(617) 635-8601
PPeerrrryy  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Mary Jane Dotson, Acting Principal
745 E. Seventh St., S. Boston 02127
(617) 635-8840
PPhhiillbbrriicckk  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Stephen K. Zrike, Jr., Principal
40 Philbrick St., Roslindale 02131
(617) 635-8069
QQuuiinnccyy  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Suzanne Lee, Principal
885 Washington St., Boston 02111
(617) 635-8497
RRoooosseevveelltt  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Emily Glasgow, Acting Principal
95 Needham Road, Hyde Park 02136
(617) 635-8676
RRuusssseellll  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Norman Townsend, Acting Principal
750 Columbia Rd., Dorchester 02125
(617) 635-8803
PPaauulliinnee  AA..  SShhaaww  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Maudlin Wright, Principal
429 Norfolk St., Dorchester 02124
(617) 635-8719
SSttoonnee  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Patricia Niles-Randolph, Interim Principal
22 Regina Road, Dorchester 02124
(617) 635-8773
SSuummnneerr  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Lourdes Santiago, Principal
15 Basile St., Roslindale 02131
(617) 635-8131
TTaayylloorr  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Elie Jean-Louis, Principal
1060 Morton St., Mattapan 02126
(617) 635-8731
TToobbiinn  KK--88  SScchhooooll  
Cheryl Watson-Harris, Principal
40 Smith St., Roxbury 02120
(617) 635-8393
TTrrootttteerr  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Corrinna Holloway, Principal
135 Humboldt Ave., Dorchester 02121
(617) 635-8225
TTyynnaann  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Carlene Shavis, Principal
640 East Fourth St., S. Boston 02127
(617) 635-8641
WWaarrrreenn//PPrreessccootttt  KK--88  SScchhooooll
Domenic Amara, Principal
50 School St., Charlestown 02129
(617) 635-8346
WWeesstt  ZZoonnee  EEaarrllyy  LLeeaarrnniinngg  CCeenntteerr
Eunice Da Silva Fernandes, Principal
200 Heath St., Jamaica Plain 02130
(617) 635-8275
WWiinnsshhiipp  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Antonio Barbosa, Principal
54 Dighton St., Brighton 02135
(617) 635-8399
WWiinntthhrroopp  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Emily Shamieh, Principal
35 Brookford St., Dorchester 02125
(617) 635-8379

Elementary, Early
Childhood and K-8



YYoouunngg  AAcchhiieevveerrss  KK--88  SScchhooooll    
Virginia Chalmers, Principal
25 Walk Hill St., Jamaica Plain 02130
(617) 635-6804

CClleevveellaanndd  MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll
Andy Tuite, Acting Principal
11 Charles St., Dorchester 02122
(617) 635-8631
MMaarryy  EE..  CCuurrlleeyy  MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll
Michelle Madera-Cepeda, 

Acting Principal
493 Centre St., Jamaica Plain 02130
(617) 635-8176
DDeeaarrbboorrnn  MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll
Teresa Soares-Pena, Principal
35 Greenville St., Roxbury 02119
(617) 635-8412
EEddiissoonn  MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll
Elliot Stern, Principal
60 Glenmont Road, Brighton 02135
(617) 635-8436
EEddwwaarrddss  MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll
Michael Sabin, Principal
28 Walker St., Charlestown 02129
(617) 635-8516
LLiillllaa  GG..  FFrreeddeerriicckk  PPiilloott  MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll
Debra Socia, Principal
270 Columbia Road, Dorchester 02121
(617) 635-1650
GGaavviinn  MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll
Alexander Mathews, Principal
215 Dorchester St., S. Boston 02127
(617) 635-8817
HHaarrbboorr  PPiilloott  MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll
Amy Marx, Principal
294 Bowdoin St., Dorchester 02122
(617) 635-6365
IIrrvviinngg  MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll
James Watson, Principal
114 Cummins Hghwy, Roslindale 02131
(617) 635-8072
MMaarrttiinn  LLuutthheerr  KKiinngg  JJrr..  MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll
Audrey Leung-Tat, Principal
100 Maxwell St., Dorchester 02124
(617) 635-8212
LLeewweennbbeerrgg  MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll
Myrtlene Mayfield, Principal
20 Outlook Road, Mattapan 02126
(617) 635-8623
LLeewwiiss  MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll
Ronald Spratling, Principal
131 Walnut Ave., Roxbury 02119
(617) 635-8137
MMccCCoorrmmaacckk  MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll
Jane King, Principal
315 Mt. Vernon St., Dorchester 02125
(617) 635-8657
MMccKKiinnlleeyy  MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll
Joseph Brown, Program Director
50 St. Mary St., Boston 02215
(617) 635-9853
MMiillddrreedd  AAvveennuuee  MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll
Kennietha Jones, Acting Principal
5 Mildred Ave., Mattapan 02126
(617) 635-1645

RRooggeerrss  MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll
Andrew Bott, Principal
15 Everett St., Hyde Park 02136
(617) 635-8700
TTiimmiillttyy  MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll
Valeria Lowe-Barehmi, Principal
205 Roxbury St., Roxbury 02119
(617) 635-8109
UUmmaannaa//BBaarrnneess  MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll
Jose Salgado, Principal
312 Border St., East Boston 02128
(617) 635-8481
WWiillssoonn  MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll
Claudette Mulligan-Gates, Principal
18 Croftland Ave., Dorchester 02124
(617) 635-8827

AAccaaddeemmyy  ooff  PPuubblliicc  SSeerrvviiccee
Zachary Robbins, Headmaster
9 Peacevale Road, Dorchester 02124
(617) 635-8910
AAnnootthheerr  CCoouurrssee  ttoo  CCoolllleeggee
Gerald Howland, Headmaster
20 Warren St., Brighton 02135
(617) 635-8865
BBoossttoonn  AAdduulltt  TTeecchhnniiccaall  AAccaaddeemmyy  
Rachel Bonkovsky, Headmaster
75 Malcolm X Blvd., Roxbury 02119
(617) 635-1540
BBoossttoonn  AArrttss  AAccaaddeemmyy
Linda Nathan and Carmen Torres, 

Co-Headmasters
174 Ipswich St., Boston 02215
(617) 635-6470
BBoossttoonn  CCoommmmuunniittyy  LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp  AAccaadd..
Nicole Bahnam, Headmaster
20 Warren St., Brighton 02135
(617) 635-8937
BBoossttoonn  DDaayy  aanndd  EEvveenniinngg  AAccaaddeemmyy
Margaret Maccini, Headmaster
20 Kearsarge Ave., Roxbury 02119
(617) 635-6789
BBoossttoonn  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll
Oscar Santos, Headmaster
25 Glen Road, Jamaica Plain 02130
(617) 635-9373
BBoossttoonn  LLaattiinn  AAccaaddeemmyy
Maria Garcia-Aaronson, Headmaster
205 Townsend St., Boston 02121
(617) 635-9957
BBoossttoonn  LLaattiinn  SScchhooooll
Cornelia Kelley, Headmaster
78 Ave. Louis Pasteur, Boston 02115
(617) 635-8895
BBrriigghhttoonn  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll
Toby Romer, Headmaster
25 Warren St., Brighton 02135
(617) 635-9873
BBrrooookk  FFaarrmm  BBuussiinneessss  aanndd  SSeerrvviiccee

CCaarreeeerr  AAccaaddeemmyy
Edmund Donnelly, Headmaster
1205 V.F.W. Parkway, W. Roxbury 02132

(617) 635-6956
JJeerreemmiiaahh  BBuurrkkee  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll
Carol Bradley Moore, Headmaster
77 Lawrence Ave., Dorchester 02121
(617) 635-9837

CCaarrtteerr  DDeevveellooppmmeennttaall  CCeenntteerr
Marianne Kopaczynski, Principal
396 Northampton St., Boston 02118
(617) 635-9832
CChhaarrlleessttoowwnn  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll
Michael Fung, Headmaster
240 Medford St., Charlestown 02129
(617) 635-9914
CCoommmmuunniittyy  AAccaaddeemmyy
Lindsa McIntyre, Principal
76 Shirley St., Roxbury 02119
(617) 635-7734
CCoommmmuunniittyy  AAccaaddeemmyy  ooff  SScciieennccee  aanndd

HHeeaalltthh
Linda Cabral, Headmaster
655 Metropolitan Ave., Hyde Park 02136

(617) 635-8950
EEaasstt  BBoossttoonn  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll
Michael Rubin, Headmaster
86 White St., East Boston 02128
(617) 635-9896
TThhee  EEnnggiinneeeerriinngg  AAccaaddeemmyy
Mweusi Willingham, Headmaster
655 Metropolitan Ave., Hyde Park 02136

(617) 635-6425
EEnngglliisshh  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll
Jose Duarte, Headmaster
144 McBride St., Jamaica Plain 02130
(617) 635-8979
EExxcceell  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll
Ligia B. Noriega, Headmaster
95 G St., South Boston 02127
(617) 635-9870
FFeennwwaayy  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  
Peggy Kemp, Headmaster
174 Ipswich St., Boston 02215
(617) 635-9911
GGrreeaatteerr  EEgglleessttoonn  CCoommmmuunniittyy  HHiigghh
Julie Coles, Headmaster
3134 Washington St., Roxbury 02119
(617) 635-6429

HHeeaalltthh  CCaarreeeerrss  AAccaaddeemmyy  

Albert D. Holland and Colleen Walker,
Co-Headmasters

110 The Fenway Boston 02115
(617) 373-8576
MMaaddiissoonn  PPaarrkk  TTeecchhnniiccaall  VVooccaattiioonnaall  HHiigghh

Charles McAfee, Headmaster/Director
75 Malcolm X Blvd., Roxbury 02119 
(617) 635-8970/635-9802

RRoollaanndd  HHaayyeess  SScchhooooll  ooff  MMuussiicc
George Simpson, Director
(617) 635-8973

HHoorraaccee  MMaannnn  SScchhooooll  ffoorr  tthhee  DDeeaaff  aanndd
HHaarrdd  ooff  HHeeaarriinngg

Jeremiah Ford, Principal
40 Armington St., Allston 02134
(617) 635-8534
MMccKKiinnlleeyy  SSoouutthh  EEnndd  AAccaaddeemmyy
Christine Stella, Program Director
90 Warren Ave., Boston 02116
(617) 635-9976
MMccKKiinnlleeyy  PPrreepp  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll
Joseph Brown, Program Director
97 Peterborough St. Boston 02215 
(617) 635-9907
MMeeddiiaa  CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy

HHiigghh  SScchhooooll
Sung-Joon Pai, Headmaster
1205 V.F.W. Parkway, W. Roxbury 02132

(617) 635-8935
MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll  AAccaaddeemmyy
Yvonne Vest, Director
2 McLellan St., Dorchester 02121
(617) 635-1534
MMoonnuummeenntt  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll
Jonathan Pizzi, Headmaster
95 G St., South Boston 02127
(617) 635-9865
NNeeww  MMiissssiioonn  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll
Naia Wilson, Headmaster
67 Alleghany St., Roxbury 02120
(617) 635-6437

NNoooonnaann  BBuussiinneessss  AAccaaddeemmyy
John Leonard, Headmaster
9 Peacevale Road, Dorchester 02124
(617) 635-9730
JJoohhnn  DD..  OO’’BBrryyaanntt  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  ooff

MMaatthheemmaattiiccss  &&  SScciieennccee
Joel Stembridge, Headmaster
55 New Dudley St., Roxbury 02119
(617) 635-9932
OOddyysssseeyy  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll
Virginia Ordway-Macrina, Headmaster
95 G St., South Boston 02127
(617) 635-9860
PPaarrkkwwaayy  AAccaaddeemmyy  ooff  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy  aanndd

HHeeaalltthh
Barbara Ferrer, Headmaster
1205 V.F.W. Parkway, W. Roxbury 02132

(617) 635-6732
JJoossiiaahh  QQuuiinnccyy  UUppppeerr  SScchhooooll
Bak Fun Wong, Headmaster
152 Arlington St., Boston 02116
(617) 635-1500
SSnnoowwddeenn  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  SScchhooooll
Gloria Coulter, Headmaster
150 Newbury St., Boston 02116
(617) 635-9989
SSoocciiaall  JJuussttiiccee  AAccaaddeemmyy
Winston Cox, Headmaster
655 Metropolitan Ave., Hyde Park 02136

(617) 635-6960
TTeecchhBBoossttoonn  AAccaaddeemmyy
Mary Skipper, Chief Education Officer
9 Peacevale Road, Dorchester 02124
(617) 635-1615
UUrrbbaann  SScciieennccee  AAccaaddeemmyy
Rasheed Hakim Meadows, Headmaster
1205 V.F.W. Parkway, W. Roxbury 02132

(617) 635-8930
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High Schools and 
Special Programs

Last spring, several students at the Boston Arts Academy took a trip to Oaxaca, Mexico.
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Photo: New Mission basketball coach Cory McCarthy with players, from left, Brittany White, Bianca Flores and Tieasia Kemp.

BY COURTNEY DEVEAU

Coming off a tough first-round loss in the 2006
MIAA tournament, the expectations for the New
Mission High School girls basketball team were not all
that high in 2007. But while opponents and outsiders
might have set a low bar for this little school that
could, the players themselves had visions of a
championship from the minute they stepped onto the
court.

“We wanted to win. Every time something went
wrong, they always made a promise for it to not happen
again,” said coach Cory McCarthy.

That confidence in their own ability and their
willingness to accept and to meet challenges propelled
New Mission to the MIAA Division 4 state title in just
their third year of existence.

“It was definitely a shock to a lot of people even
though we were the No. 1 seed,” said McCarthy.

McCarthy credited his players’ basketball savvy for
their longshot journey to the state championship. 

“We’re short, but we’re fast and we’re quick. The
girls are incredibly smart. They know where to be and
they know who to get the ball to,” McCarthy said.

With knowledge comes power. These girls did not
for one second doubt their place among the basketball
elite, nor did they let the TD Banknorth Garden stage
dictate their game.

“These girls were just not scared,” said McCarthy.
While not quite an NBA team, the final matchup

against Sacred Heart did provide New Mission with a
close game. Their biggest lead at any point was 12,
and the final score was 65-59.

How did this team take such a remarkable step
forward? With a healthy does of introspection,
according to McCarthy.

“We figured out how to make other teams play our
game. It took a lot of soul searching to find out who
we were,” he said.

Few teams accomplished that objective against New
Mission in 2007. A 22-3 regular season record sent the
girls into the tournament on a high, but the route to the
championship was marked with adversity. Injuries can
affect any team, but with just seven players on the
roster, it would seem any injury would cripple its
championship hopes. That was not the case with New
Mission.

The team lost senior Ronee Budd with a hernia for

much of the tournament. Demonstrating the tenacity
that defined her team, however, Budd returned to play
in the state final, just a week-and-a-half removed from
surgery.

Relying on just six players for most of the
tournament  left McCarty with virtually no bench.
Due to foul trouble, his team was forced to play with
four players for more than  three minutes in one
contest, but those four outscored their opponents and
secured a victory.

While the team was small in numbers, it was clear
that New Mission was big on talent.Senior Britney
White was a true leader, according to McCarthy. The
coach also lauded sophomore Bianca Flores for going
the extra mile, diving all over the floor to recover loose
balls. McCarthy referred to point guard Niesha Kelley
as “the best freshman basketball player in Boston and
one of the top one or two players overall.” Helping
Kelley avoid the double team throughout the
tournament was junior guard Huong Vu, a 4-11 phenom
who was one of the city’s best shooters. 

Also playing key roles for New Mission were
Shatonee Campbell and Tieasia Kemp, who managed to
keep the tempo fast.

Mission accomplishedMission accomplished
New Mission High School girls basketball wins state title




