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Head coach Jeff Newhall
leapt to his feet after his
St. Mary’s girls came out
on top with a 53-50 vic-
tory over Coyle &
Cassidy in a Division 3
state semifinal at TD
Garden. The Spartans
improved to 23-4 and
will face Lee in Friday’s
Division 3 title game.
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By Paul Halloran

Colonel David J. Clark has traveled the world and held

many key positions in a 28-year military career, yet he

hasn’t forgotten where he came from.

“Going to St. Mary’s is still one of the defining

experiences in my life,” said Clark, who currently serves

as Director of Foreign Intelligence for the U.S. Army and

works at the Pentagon. “I loved going to St. Mary’s and

I’m so proud of what they have done there. It is a great

success story.”

Clark was a “lifer” at St. Mary’s, attending grades 1-12

and graduating in 1977. He was a three-season track athlete

for coach Ed Zachko, who also taught history. “He was a

guy I’ll never forget,” Clark said. He connected with

students and athletes and he found the fine line between

being almost a friend and an authority figure.”

Clark went on to Boston College (Class of ’81) and was

St. Mary’s will add a sixth grade

starting this fall, a move intended to

align the school’s grade structure

with its public-school counterparts.

“We have had inquiries from

parents about a sixth grade for the

last several years,” said St. Mary’s

Head of School Dr. Raymond A.

Bastarache, who added the school

conducted a series of focus group

with parents of public elementary

school students.

“We believe the demand is

there,” Bastarache said. “This will

allow us to offer families the

opportunity to change schools only

once if they so choose.”

Grades 6-8 at St. Mary’s will be

called the Marian Division, honoring

the patron saint of the parish and

reflecting the former nickname of the

school’s athletic teams.

St. Mary’s added a junior high –

grades 7-8 – in the early 1990s, but

shortly thereafter public schools

began shifting to the grade 6-8

middle-school model.  The school

currently has approximately 700

students in grades 7-12.

Principal Carl A. DiMaiti said the

school can accommodate 50 sixth-

Col. Clark remembers roots

See CLARK Page 11
New York Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg with
Col. Clark at a Veterans Day reception.

The more the Marian
St. Mary’s to add sixth grade

See GRADE SIX Page 10
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Head of School Commentary

By Caitlin o’toole

  To be honest, I

wasn’t quite sure what

the march was going

to be like in any

manner. I was quite

nervous, to say the

least, because I

personally did not

have a very strong

connection to my faith

before the pilgrimage.

I also wasn’t

particularly interested in

confronting the issue of abortion due to the fact

that it often brings forth very heated arguments

between people – and I am not one for debates.

My friends convinced me to participate in the

march because they believed that I would enjoy

it, and that I would have nothing to lose from

joining the group that was traveling to

Washington D.C. I discussed the whole idea with

my mother before making my final decision. I

was nervous. The anniversary of my father’s

death was around the corner. So, I decided that I

would dedicate this trip to my father. I absolutely

loved the pilgrimage! I’ve never had a more

wonderful time growing in my faith, and

throughout the entire trip I was supported by

those around me.

I was the individual who was Catholic simply

because my parents were. I never claimed the faith

as my own, and I was never sincerely confirmed in

my own beliefs. I avoided my faith for some time

due to the fact that I had always expected religion

to be something that was natural – something I

never had to question. For me, I was always

questioning my religion. I couldn’t understand

how people willingly gave all of their trust over to

God, or how people believed that all their

problems would be solved through prayer. 

It wasn’t until the march that I was really struck

with hope. I was exhausted, my feet were sore, my

hands were cold and I was sniffling. I was

following my group through the crowd to the

Supreme Court Building, and on our way we had

to overcome this hill. As I trudged my way up the

hill, huffing all the way, I turned for a moment to

look back. When I turned around I saw a massive

crowd trailing behind, all people who were

supporting pro-life, and I remember the words that

naturally came from my mouth. “Wow, that’s a lot

of people. We almost look like one huge body.” 

That’s when everything made sense. I thought

of that song in church that I always sing, but I

am never really paying attention to –“We are one

body, one body in Christ, and we do not stand

alone.” That’s when it hit me: my faith was like

walking up a hill. It was difficult, tiring and not

easy, but I had people pushing me and

supporting me the entire way. I wasn’t alone in

this fight. My faith is something I had to work

at, one step at a time. If it came naturally than

there would be nothing to be proud of when I

finally reached the top of the hill. I’ve never

been more proud to be called a Catholic.

March for Life helps student reflect on Catholicism

CAITLIN
o’TooLE ’11

Carl A. DiMaiti is principal of St. Mary’s.

Principal Commentary

CARL A.

DimAITI



When it came time to decide which high

school I would like to attend, St. Mary’s

was first on my list. After attending

Catholic school since kindergarten, I

knew that I wanted to continue on with

a Catholic education. With St.

Mary’s I found a family

environment in which I would be

able to excel both in the classroom

and on the field. Academics are

my major concern, followed by

athletics, but either way St. Mary’s

was the place for me!

- Marianne Halas ’12 
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St. Mary’s?

One of

the best

decisions

in my

life was

the

choice I

made to come to St. Mary’s. It not

only provides a great preparation

for college, but also offers a vast

social environment with friendly

students and faculty. I have been

introduced to so many opportunities

through St. Mary’s such as excellent

academics, talented and

competitive sports teams, and

numerous service and leadership

projects. This school has helped to

shape me into the well-rounded

individual that I am today and I

will be forever grateful for this.

- Rachel Faieta ’11

There are many reasons why I like St.

Mary’s. When I first walked into St. Mary’s

I was welcomed with open arms. I was

starting the summer program as a new

student.  I didn’t think I was going to like

it, but that soon changed, not just

because of everything we have, but

because of the people I’ve met and

also how much I am learning.

Sports are another reason why I like

St. Mary’s. The teams are very

good and we work hard. I really like

that. I wouldn’t want to be

anywhere else but St. Mary’s. 

- Rodolfo Jimenez ’14

St. Mary’s was an easy choice for me. As

soon as I stepped into the school I knew it

was the right place for me. The family

atmosphere and the generosity everyone

showed was amazing. It is small enough

that you know most people, but big

enough to meet new people every day.

The school has helped me succeed both

academically and athletically. As I

prepare to move on to the next challenge of college I am

confident St. Mary’s High School has prepared me well!

- Jeremy Tranfaglia ’12

Why

By MeagHan CaSey

Every student at St. Mary’s is encouraged

to meet his or her intellectual, spiritual,

athletic and creative potential. 

Senior Keri Donovan is no exception.

Donovan, a Lynn resident who entered St.

Mary’s in grade 9, has excelled in academics,

athletics and community service. 

She has been a member of the Spartans

softball team since her freshman year. In

2009, the Spartans took home the Division

3 state championship title, becoming the

first softball team in the history of the City

of Lynn to win a state title. They continued

to rewrite history in 2010 by clinching their

second straight championship. 

“Winning back-to-back championships

was so exciting,” said Donovan. “I think

our team is so strong because we have a lot

of determination. Every player is willing to

work hard and put in the effort.”

Donovan has been playing softball ever

since she can remember. Outside of St. Mary’s,

she also plays on the Lynn Babe Ruth U16

softball team, which went to the New England

Regional Tournament last past summer. She is

considering

trying to play

in college as

well.

In addition

to softball,

Donovan has

been figure

skating since

age 3. Last

year, she

helped to

launch a

figure skating

team at St.

Mary’s. She

and two other students competed in the

North Shore Open last spring, placing third

in the high school maneuvers category. The

event is the largest U.S. Figure Skating

open competition on the North Shore. This

year’s competition will be held June 3-5.

Donovan has also been involved in

Rachel’s Challenge, Student Admissions

Team and National Honor Society. Through

Rachel’s

Challenge, as

well as

Campus

Ministry, she

has

volunteered

at Bridge

House

Family

Shelter,

collected

food and toys

for the needy

and

participated in

the annual 30-hour famine.

“Softball is a huge commitment, but when

I have the time, I volunteer as much as I

can,” she said. “You just have to balance

everything and get your work done first.”

Donovan’s younger brother, Daniel, is

following suit. He is a sophomore at St.

Mary’s and a member of the boys hockey

and baseball teams. 

“He definitely saw how much I liked getting

up in the mornings and coming here,” said

Donovan. “It really is a family atmosphere

where everybody knows everybody.”

As she looks ahead to life after St.

Mary’s, Donovan is leaning towards

Stonehill College, where she has already

been accepted.

“I walked onto the campus and I could

see myself there,” she said. “The students

were friendly and the professors made

themselves available. Everyone was so

nice. It reminded me a lot of St. Mary’s.”

Though she is undecided about a major, she

is exploring a couple of different career paths.

“I took a criminal justice course here at

St. Mary’s and really liked it, so I might

look into that field,” she said. “I also really

liked my anatomy class here, so maybe I’ll

consider something like physical therapy or

athletic training.”

No doubt, Donovan will be able to tackle

anything she sets her mind to. 

St. Mary’s is a Catholic school that offers a great education, provided in an environment that fits

my religious values. St. Mary’s has a network of supporters who give students so many

opportunities. Students who go to St. Mary’s can expect to attend well-known colleges because of

their academic achievements. I am proud to be a member of the St. Mary’s family.

- Johnathan Kazadi ’11 

Donovan may attend Stonehill after graduating in June.

Donovan part of athletic history at St. Mary’s

STuDENT pRofILE

St. Mary’s reflects

the values that we as

a family live by. We

know when our son is

at SMH he is in a

stimulating, healthy atmosphere where he has the

opportunity to  work with a culturally diverse

group of students. The school provides students with

the tools needed for a successful college career. It is

a community that fully embraces the whole child

with its athletic, extracurricular and ministry

programs. The teachers are models of respect,

motivation and leadership. We are proud to be the

parents of a St. Mary’s High

School student.

- Patti & Mario Capano,

parents
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By MeagHan CaSey

When the Blue Ox opened its doors in 2009, owners – and St. Mary’s

alumni – Mark DeJoie, ’79, and Charlie Gaeta, ’70, held out hope that it

would incite a resurgence of activity in downtown Lynn. 

Their vision quickly transformed into reality.

Walking into the Blue Ox on any given evening, both the dining room

and bar are bursting with activity. Diners rave about Chef Matt O’Neil’s

approachable American bistro-style menu, which offers everything from

burgers to grilled hanger steak to the freshest of seafood and pasta.

Located on Oxford Street, thriving in a space where two prior restaurant

ventures had not, the Ox has become a local boon. It surpassed $1 million

in gross sales within the first seven months alone, and has doubled its

employee base since opening.

DeJoie, who also serves as executive director of Serving People in Need

(SPIN), and Gaeta, who serves as executive director of the Lynn Housing

Authority and Neighborhood Development (LHAND), couldn’t be more

thrilled. When they formed the Lynn Restaurant Group, Inc., it was with a

vision of creating a community restaurant and meeting place for residents,

employees, neighbors and visitors.

“There was a demand for a quality restaurant and bar in downtown Lynn,

and we wanted to create something that would spur some activity and bring

people into the city,” said Gaeta.

“We had been talking about it for several years, and when the space opened

up, it seemed like the perfect opportunity to open a casual, neighborhood

restaurant for people in Lynn to take their families or business clients,” said

DeJoie, who also serves as managing partner of the restaurant.

“I think it’s done for the city what we intended to do,” DeJoie continued.

“It’s attracting people to Lynn, with more than half of customers coming in

from outside the city, and it’s making Lynn a new dining destination. It’s

the first step in revitalizing the downtown.”

Fellow St. Mary’s alumni Mark Lee, ’80, and John Verrell, ’04, hoped to

have the same success in Boston’s Financial District when they opened

Battery Park Bar & Lounge in September. 

The chic sports bar, located on Batterymarch Street, offers sophisticated

American cuisine, 16 beers on draft and an extensive wine and drink list. It

also features all new, state-of-the-art equipment, including 16 high-

definition flat-screen TVs, and a DJ on Saturday nights. 

Verrell, a recent graduate of Suffolk University, was approached to become an

owner by operational partners Sasha Nisenbaum and Rich Gehrlein, who also

own Murphy’s Riverside in Amesbury. Verrell then turned to his former hockey

coach and mentor, Lee, who is in his 25th year as head coach at St. Mary’s. It

didn’t take much convincing for him to come on board as a partner. 

“John is someone who I respect a lot, and I trusted his judgment,” said

Lee, a Lynn police officer. “He may be one of the youngest bar owners in

Boston, but he has good business sense.”

“It’s always something I wanted to get into,” said Verrell, who has also

taken on a managing position at the bar, in addition to his full-time job in

medical sales. “It’s exciting. There’s a little bit of risk-taking, but it’s paying

off. The support we’ve been getting from our family and friends and been

incredible, and business has exceeded our expectations.”

Battery Park was recently named the “best after-work watering hole” by

the Boston A-List and it will be unveiling its highly anticipated patio, with

capacity for up to 110 people, in April . Remaining loyal to its blue and gold

following, the bar hosted the St. Mary’s fifth-year class reunion in

November, and may host another class in August. 

For more information on either restaurant, please visit

www.batteryparkboston.com or www.theblueoxlynn.com.

A taste 
of success

St. Mary’s alumni thriving
as restaurant entrepreneurs

owners Mark DeJoie, ’79, and Charlie Gaeta, ’70.

executive chef Matt o’Neil.

the exterior of the Blue ox.

owners John Verrell, ’04, and Mark lee, ’80.

the interior of Battery Park.

Battery Park is located in Boston’s Financial District.
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By MeagHan CaSey

She was once in the spotlight at New England’s most

celebrated stadium, but, for the past 18 years, Beverly

Richards Buckley has assumed a new role center stage in the

classrooms and the gymnasium of St. Mary’s High School.

Buckley, a science teacher, also serves as the head varsity

cheering coach and dance team instructor. Last year, the

Spartans basketball cheerleading squad finished first in the

Catholic Central League and went on to place fourth in both

the Massachusetts State Championships in Holden and the

New England Championships in Providence. 

A professional performer herself, Buckley was an original

member of the New England Patriots Cheerleaders. She

joined the squad when it debuted in 1977 and continued

cheering until 1983 – becoming one of the Pats’ longest-

serving cheerleaders. In August, she was inducted into the

Patriots Cheerleader Hall of Fame and was featured in the

Hall at Patriot Place’s exhibit, “Cheers Through the Years,”

on display from July through September. 

Buckley is also a former choreographer of the Boston

Breakers Cheerleaders, has a professional dance troupe

known as Beverly Richards & Company, is a former

dance team instructor for Boston College and has

appeared with Bob Hope, Tony Randall and others on

stage and TV. Her East Boston dance studio, Beverly

Richards Dance Center, is the home of the 2010 Step Up2

Dance national champions. 

Despite her passion for dance, nothing could take

Buckley away from the classroom.

“I just love working with these students and having the

opportunity to watch them grow and succeed,” she said.

“We mend and we mold and we push them, giving them

the confidence to move on. It’s wonderful seeing so many

successful graduates coming back over the years.”

Buckley also serves as Student Council advisor and junior

class dean – running the junior class commissioning

ceremony and semi-formal dance. As advisor to the Dance

Club, she organizes various activities such as the annual

Veterans Day assembly and holiday performances at local

senior centers and nursing homes. She rarely leaves the

school building before 4 p.m., but wouldn’t have it any

other way. She says it’s the caring environment that St.

Mary’s fosters that makes it such a unique place to work. 

“We treat our students like our family,” said Buckley.

“When we walk down the hall, we’re thinking names, not

numbers. It’s definitely a college-prep school – and we’re

proud of that – but it’s also a school that is strong in

character and relationships. That one-on-one connection is

what makes it so special.”

Before coming to St. Mary’s, Buckley, a Peabody

resident, taught and served as a dance instructor at Triton

Regional High School in Byfield. Her husband, Michael, is

also a former Triton Regional teacher. He now serves as

band director and music teacher at Melrose High School.

Their son, Jimmy, is a 2006 graduate of St. Mary’s. Well

known for his gifted voice, Jimmy went on to graduate from

Bentley University, where he is still the PA announcer for

the hockey games. He has maintained a personal connection

to St. Mary’s, returning to cheer on the Spartans at football

and baseball games and performing in the annual Christmas

concert. Additionally, he worked as a substitute teacher

during semester breaks. 

“He’s a true blue product of St. Mary’s,” said Buckley. “It

was his choice to come here, and he loved every moment of

it. This school truly guided him in the right direction.”

A dynamic speaker in the field of Catholic education, Sister Clare
Fitzgerald enlightened and entertained St. Mary’s faculty and staff members
during the school’s sixth annual Mission Integration Day. Sister Clare has
lectured and presented workshops on the future of religious life and learning
throughout the U.S., Canada, Guam, Puerto Rico and England. A native
Bostonian, she is a member of the Northeast Province of the School Sisters
of Notre Dame. She received her bachelor’s degree from the College of
Notre Dame in Baltimore, earned her master’s at Catholic University in
Washington, D.C. and was awarded her doctorate by St. Louis University.
Sister Clare has taught at all levels, serving as former chair of the American
Studies Department at Fairfield University and founding director of the
Catholic School Leadership Program of Graduate Studies at Boston College.

Buckley keeps students and dancers on their toes

Dancing through lifeDancing through life

Bev Buckley is the 
coach of the 
St. Mary’s Spartans 
cheerleading squad
and dance team. 
at top right, she can
be seen in her 
science classroom.
Bottom right, Bev
was an original
member of the New
england Patriots
Cheerleaders.

Say it right

SISTER CLARE fITzGERALD
Dr. Raymond Bastarache, Doug lowe, Sister Clare Fitzgerald, ann
McGreevy, and Mary Dearborn.
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St. Mary’s welcomes

Nichole Buck as the Office

of Advancement’s newest

director of annual giving

and parent programs.

Buck, a New York

native, is a graduate of St.

Michael’s College, where

she majored in business

administration and

minored in marketing.

Prior to coming to St.

Mary’s, she served as an

event coordinator at High

Peaks Resort in Lake Placid, N.Y. Her event planning

experience is proving useful in as she spearheads

numerous events such as the St. Mary’s Hall of Fame

and $partan Dollar$, a major parent fundraiser. 

“It was an exciting opportunity,” said Buck. “I love

that the school offers scholarship opportunities for so

many students. It’s a unique and truly welcoming

environment. The classes are small and the teachers are

caring, so the students are getting everything out of

their education that they can.”

Buck replaces Jill Dalfonso, also a St. Michael’s

alumna, who played an integral role in the Office of

Advancement from the fall of 2008 to the fall of 2010.

Dalfonso was named the 2010 recipient of the Rising Star

Award from the Association of Catholic Advancement

and Admissions Professionals of New England. She is

currently serving as external relations staff assistant at

Harvard Business School’s Office of Development. 

The 2010 Richard Cardinal Cushing Award –

honoring a vigorous champion of Catholic

education whose personal and professional life

mirror the mission of St. Mary’s – was presented

to James J. McInnis, president and managing

trustee of the James W. O’Brien Foundation. 

A graduate of Boston College High School,

Merrimack College and Suffolk University Law

School, McInnis has devoted much of professional

life to stewardship of the foundation, set up to honor

his late friend. It provides scholarships and financial

grants to local students, primarily at St. Mary’s,

Merrimack College and Lynn English High School.

Since its inception, the foundation has provided

more than $2 million in support of St. Mary’s. 

“We are so grateful for the wonderful

partnership between St. Mary’s and the O’Brien

Foundation,” said Head of School Dr. Raymond

A. Bastarache. “St. Mary’s has a great friend in

Jim McInnis.”

Buck joins the St. Mary’s family

mcinnis honored with 2010 cardinal cushing award

James Mcinnis and Rev. Brian Flynn are all smiles at the
2010 Richard Cardinal Cushing award reception, held at
the Boston College Club in December.

James Mcinnis, center, was honored by St. Mary’s. he is joined here 
by, from left, Rev. Brian Flynn, head of School Dr. Raymond Bastarache,
Principal Carl DiMaiti and Board of trustees Chair Jack King.

Members of the Board of trustees, pictured here, attended the reception to join St.
Mary’s in honoring James Mcinnis, third from left.

Principal Carl DiMaiti, head of School Dr. Raymond Bastarache, Board of trustees Vice
Chair John Schickling and Chair Jack King joined current St. Mary’s students for a photo.

NICoLE BuCK Drew Russo, Director of alumni Relations for St. Mary’s, gives a
check to members of the Class of 1960.
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the St. Mary’s high School hall of

Fame induction Ceremony and

Dinner will be held on Wednesday,

april 27 at the Danversport Yacht

Club in Danvers. tickets purchased

before april 1 are $67.50 per 

person. tickets are $75.00 if pur-

chased after april 1.  You can

reserve your hall of Fame ticket

online at www.smhlynn.org/hallof-

fame or by contacting Nichole Buck

in the St. Mary’s advancement

office at (781) 586-2005 or

nbuck@smhlynn.org.  

the 18th annual St. Mary’s Golf

open will take place Wednesday,   -

august 3 at the Gannon Golf Club

in lynn. if you are interested in 

playing in or sponsoring this 

year’s tournament, please contact 

Drew Russo in the St. Mary’s

advancement office, (781) 586-

2018 or arusso@smhlynn.org. 

upcomingevents

inmemoriam
John N. Nestor ’38

Doris (Murray) Sperry ’38

John Broderick ’42

Roger horth ’42

Gordon Moran ’42

Ralph e. Wall ’42

Rita (Flynn) D’amico ’43

Francis W. Scally ’43

ernest P. Mahar ’44

alice t. (Cuthbert) o’Neil ’45

Robert Conlon ’46

Paul a. Devereaux ’46

Dolores (Grappi) Skidmore ’48

Barbara (Bertrand) Pinkham ’52

James Koloski ’64

Brooke Papazoglou ’97

By MeagHan CaSey

When Kirsten Ferrari exits the doors of

St. Mary’s in May, diploma in hand, she

will be closing a chapter in what has

become a quite a Spartan legacy.

Kirsten, the daughter of Tim, ’80, and

Lisa (Leo) Ferrari, is the last of her three

siblings to graduate from St. Mary’s,

following in the footsteps of their father,

late paternal grandmother, maternal

grandfather and a number of other relatives.

The family’s blue and gold roots trace back

to Martha (Toomey) Ferrari, who was a

member of the class of 1953. Her children,

Robert, Dean, Tim, Lee Ann and Lori,

attended St. Mary’s between the years of

1971 and 1993. Following Martha’s death

in 1977, her husband, Bob, married

Maureen (Sullivan) Ferrari, who served as

principal of St. Mary’s in the mid-1970s. 

On the Leo side of the family, Lisa’s

father, Robert, graduated from St. Mary’s

in 1959. His son, Robert Jr., and

daughters Lori and Michelle are also

graduates – representing the classes of

1978, 1986 and 1992.

In 1996, Tim and Lisa’s son, Tim Jr.,

began his freshman year at St. Mary’s –

paving the way for another decade and a

half of Ferrari representation. 

“We worked a little extra hard so our

children could attend St. Mary’s,” said

Tim, a detective with the Lynn Police

Department.  

“To us, it was an investment in their

futures – and the school didn’t let us down,”

said Lisa, a portfolio analyst at State Street.

“The strong emphasis that St. Mary’s places

on the education of its students, as well as

the athletic and social opportunities it

affords them, has been instrumental in

helping our children to become well-

rounded, responsible and respectful people.”

Tim Jr. excelled in both the classroom

and in the athletic arena – playing football,

basketball and baseball. After graduating in

2000, he went on to Fitchburg State

College and is now teaching at Marshall

Middle School in Lynn.

The Ferraris’ daughters Amy and

Katelyn are 2003 and 2004 graduates of St.

Mary’s, respectively. Both played soccer

and basketball and were part of the 2002

state championship girls basketball team.

Amy also played softball. She graduated

from Assumption College in 2007 and now

works as a quality specialist for Vertex

Pharmaceuticals in Cambridge. Katelyn

also went on to Assumption and is

currently pursuing her master’s at Simmons

College. She is a special education teacher

at Veterans Memorial School in Saugus. 

When the time came for Kirsten to

enter seventh grade, there was no

question as to where she would go. 

“I’ve been here practically my whole

life,” said Kirsten. “I grew up here, going to

my brother’s and sisters’ games. I didn’t

even have to look anywhere else. I knew

every teacher, coach, teammate and

classmate would be there for me.

Everyone’s so close.”

As a member of the Spartan girls soccer

and basketball teams – and captain of both

this year – Kirsten secured her parents’

near-permanent position on the sidelines a

little while longer. Kirsten has also been

involved with Rachel’s Challenge,

volunteering at Bridge House Family

Shelter and stuffing stockings for children

at Christmas. She hopes to pursue a

possible career in speech pathology. 

“It will be a bittersweet moment as we

watch Kirsten receive her diploma,” said

Tim. “We’ll be saddened by the fact that

we’ll become ‘parents past’ of St. Mary’s,

but we’ll feel proud and secure knowing

that St. Mary’s has prepared Kristen well

for the next phase of her life. We can’t

thank the teachers, staff, coaches and

administrators enough for what they have

given our children over the years. They say

it takes a village to raise a family, and we

owe thanks to our parents and families, but

also to our St. Mary’s family for being a

big part of our village.”  

Martha (toomey) Ferrari, ‘53
Robert leo, ‘59

Robert l. Ferrari, ‘75
Robert leo Jr., ‘ 78
Dean Ferrari, ‘78

tim Ferrari, ‘80
lori (leo) innis, ‘86

Michelle (leo) Parker, ‘92
lee ann (Ferrari) Faessler, ‘92

lori (Ferrari) Kennedy, ‘93

tim Ferrari Jr., ‘00
amy Ferrari, ‘03

Katelyn Ferrari, ‘04
Kirsten Ferrari, ‘11

fERRARI/LEo GRADuATES of ST. mARy’S

LEGACy  pRofILE LEGACy  pRofILE 

Last in a line of Legacies prepares to graduate
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ST. mARy’S ALumNI NEWS AND VIEWS

1948
Bob Connors is in his third year

of service as President of the

General electric Computer

Department alumni association.

he and his wife Susan live in an

“adult Golfing Community” in the

Phoenix, arizona area, where he

runs periodic karaoke nights in the

Community Club. 

1950
John “Biff” o’hare and his wife

Julie celebrated their 50th wedding

anniversary in august of 2010. in

November, Biff & Julie had a

delightful time at Biff ’s 60th high

school reunion from St. Mary’s. 

1956
patricia  Savoie  Brighton and

her husband moved to Benicia,

California, over nineteen years

ago! though they enjoy their

California home, they still travel to

Massachusetts a few times a year

to visit children and grandchildren

still living in this area.

Anna pustorino Duffy and her

husband Paul split their time

between Naples, Florida and

Swampscott, Massachusetts. anna

looks forward to reconnecting

with St. Mary’s alumni at the

upcoming March reception in

Naples! 

1961
Katherine  Joyce  Walsh is

retired from the Radiology

department at North Shore

Medical Center in Salem. She is

also a part-time Naples resident

who is enjoying the lack of snow in

Florida!

1969
Joan Burke has been a resident of

oakland, California, for the past

thirteen years. She works as Vice

President of human Resources at

Zip Realty. She attended her class’

40th reunion in the fall of 2009! 

classupdates

Your fellow alumni and friends at St. Mary’s share your pride in your 
accomplishments, so tell us about what you have been up to. if we can, we will put
it in the next issue of the st. mary’s educator. email us at mmacneil@smhlynn.org

or fill out this form and mail to: Mike MacNeil, office of institutional advancement,
St. Mary’s high School, 35 tremont St., lynn, Ma  01902.

Name___________________________________________Class ___________

address:__________________________________________________________

City______________________________State_________Zip________________

Phone____________________________________________________________

e-mail_____________________________________________________________

Spouse’s name (and maiden name and class if applicable)______________

YouR NeWS:

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

What’S NeWS?

Louise Jarmilowicz is working in

the San Francisco area as a

theatrical costume designer and

artist. 

1972

maureen mcDonald  Berger, a

retired piano teacher, is the proud

mother of Karen, a graduate of

liberty College in Virginia, and Cpl.

Joseph Berger, a Marine who

served in the iraq and afghanistan

conflicts. Maureen writes, “i am

thankful i am a Catholic and

thankful for all that St. Mary’s did

for me”. 

1986

michelle  Kane  Griefenberg

lives in Sedona, arizona, is married

with one child, and three

stepchildren ages 16, 21, and 22.

She owns and operates an

accounting & tax firm in Sedona,

and is getting ready for the start of

tax season. a runner, Michelle

recently ran the P.F. Chang half

Marathon for the fourth time and

ran the Sedona Marathon on

February 12th. She writes, “i enjoy

my life in Sedona and am very

happy.”

2009

John Chambers, a sophomore at

american international College in

Springfield, Ma, was recently

profiled by aiC’s student

newspaper “the Yellow Jacket”.

the article discussed John’s work

as a resident assistant in hines

hall, one of the college’s first year

dormitories.

2010

Eva  hynes recently completed

her first semester at lasell College

in Newton, Ma. She made the

Dean’s list and played defense on

the Women’s Varsity lacrosse team

in the Fall of 2010. 

alumni of St. Mary’s from the West Coast gathered for a reunion.
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still looking for a job in 1983 when

he began considering the military.

He was leaning toward the Marines,

but the class for recruits fell through

and he ended up in the Army.

Almost three decades later, he has

no regrets.

“I thought I would do it for four

years and get out,” he said, “but I

loved it. I really enjoyed the

lifestyle and my wife – the former

Darlene Dorgan, an SMH classmate

– came to enjoy it.”

After being commissioned as a

second lieutenant in field artillery,

Clark embarked on a career that has

seen him stationed in Europe and

Korea three times each. He learned

the Greek language for his first

deployment, with a nuclear field

artillery detachment in Greece.  “It

was a lot of responsibility for a

young guy,” Clark said. “It

dovetailed with my strengths.”

Clark was promoted to captain in

1987 and volunteered for service in

the Military Intelligence Corps. He

has worked as an intelligence officer

ever since, including stints as Mideast

Strategic Intelligence Analyst, NATO

Liaison Officer, and Senior

Intelligence Officer at the Army’s

JFK Special Warfare Center and

School. He was promoted to major in

1994 and went on to serve three tours

in Korea, and with the U.S. Special

Operations Command in Tampa.

Clark served as Director of

Analysis and Production for the

Multi-National Force in Iraq from

July 2008 to July 2009. In that role,

he provided daily intelligence

reports to the U.S. commanding

officer, first Gen. David Petraeus

then Gen. Raymond Odierno. “We

provided strategic intelligence on

what was going on in the region,”

he said. “It was a great job. I was

extremely busy.”

Since returning to the U.S. Clark

has served in his current post at the

Pentagon. He oversees a

combination of 45 military and

civilian intelligence specialists

who provide daily updates on what

is going on around the world,

especially in areas where the U.S.

has troops deployed. In addition,

he has been named Executive

Director of the Department of

Defense’s Korean War 60th

anniversary commemoration.

The celebration kicked off with a

ceremony on June 25, 2010, the 60th

anniversary of North Korea’s

invading South   Korea. The

culminating event will be held July

28, 1913, exactly 60 years after the

armistice was signed.

“There are still many living

Korean War veterans,” Clark said.

“This is our last opportunity as a

nation to say thank you to them

and their families for their

unbelievable sacrifice.” 

Clark not  ed that some historians

refer to Korea as the Forgotten War.

He would like to see that changed to

the Forgotten Victory.  “We want to

educate the general public so they

know the real story,” he said. “In

every facet of its character, it was a

full-out war. In a three-year span,

56,000 were killed – as many as in

nine years in Vietnam.”

Clark said the Korean War was

the first in which U.S. forces were

fully desegregated, setting the stage

for the Civil Rights movement.

Clark and his wife live at Fort

Belvoir in Virginia. They have five

children: Eric (30), Brittany (24),

Lindsay (21) and twins Troy and

Colin (15). Lindsay has enlisted in

the Army and will begin basic

training in April. She hopes to

become a linguist.

By Paul Halloran

For a guy who went to Lynn Trade, it’s

hard to find someone more connected to

St. Mary’s than Joe Farrell.

Farrell, who has been coaching at the

school for almost 20 years and has been

assistant athletic director for 15, actually

did attend St. Mary’s in grades 4-9 in the

days when there was a grammar and high

school. But he left after his freshman

year of high school to go to Trade, now

known as Lynn Tech.

Thirty years later, Farrell’s daughter

Dawn Marie enrolled at St. Mary’s High

School. His other daughter, Jodi, would

follow. From that point on, Farrell has

never left Tremont Street.

“I started coaching eighth-grade

basketball with Ronnie Leary,” Farrell

said. “I did that for a lot of years.”

Farrell eventually took over the

freshman girls team, a role in which he

remains, assisted by Don Harp. He

became assistant athletic director in the

late 1990s and still serves as AD Jeff

Newhall’s right-hand man.

“Any time you have as many sports as

we do (19), you need someone like Joe

who is willing to do anything he can on a

daily basis to make sure every team gets

the attention it deserves,” Newhall said. “If

Joe is not at home babysitting his

grandchildren, he’s here.”

Farrell, who was a good athlete in his

day, played junior high football at St.

Mary’s with Billy Conigliaro, Tom Burke,

Bob Rooney and Roger Faiella, and

hockey with Larry Pleau, Toot Cahoon,

Jim Dakin and Head of School Dr. Ray

Bastarache. He said his father and

Bastarache’s father would alternate driving

them to travel-team games.

He went on to play hockey at Trade,

graduating in 1966. Farrell was an

apprentice machinist with Pratt & Whitney

for four years. He received a draft notice and

was prepared to enlist in the Navy, but since

his company was working on producing rifle

parts and military flashlights, he got an

occupational deferment.

Farrell went to work for Unique Carbide

Products in Lynn before getting a job at

GE, where he worked for 34 years. When

he was on second shift, Farrell got a job on

a lobster boat one summer and eventually

bought his own boat and 100 traps. He was

a part-time lobsterman for two decades,

giving it up after his wife, Donna, had

serious complications while giving birth to

their older daughter.

Farrell started his basketball coaching

career at Sacred Heart with Dennis

Baldini. He picked up on some drills from

his daughters’ AAU program, so when St.

Mary’s was looking for an eighth-grade

coach he took the job.

“I did that for a long time,” he said,

“then I went to the freshman team.”

As assistant AD, Farrell serves as site

director for all home soccer games and

any place else Newhall needs him. One

day he might be monitoring the weight

room, the next he could be taking tickets

at a basketball game. 

“Joe is a great guy to have around,”

Newhall said. “He’s always there when

we need him.”

Farrell said he is happy to be

associated with a school – and athletic

program – such as St. Mary’s.

“The commitment of the teachers and

coaches here is incredible, and hiring Jeff

as AD was one of the best decisions they

ever made,” he said. “Watching this

school evolve into what it has become

has been a thrill.”

CLARK: from Page 1

Farrell addicted to Spartan athletics

Col. Clark remembers roots

graders. The curriculum will

include English, social studies,

math (Algebra I), science, religion,

physical education, art, world

language, technology and library

research and

study skills.

Tuition next

year will be

$5,750 for the

Marian Division

and $8,350 for

the high school.

DiMaiti said

while sixth-

graders will have most of the

classes in the same building as the

seventh- and eighth-graders, they

will have access to all of the

facilities, including the Connell

Library, two computer labs,

science lab, Conigliaro

Gymnasium     and art room.

“We want to strike a balance

between keeping them with their

peers and making sure they have

the opportunity to take advantage

of all that our school offers,”

DiMaiti said. 

Bastarache said the school is

expanding with the approval of the

Archdiocese of Boston. In addition,

he wrote a letter to 16 Catholic

elementary school principals in the

area several weeks ago

informing them of the

school’s intentions. He

hopes to maintain a

strong working

relationship with them.

“We have a good

relationship with the

Catholic schools in

Lynn and the

surrounding area,” Bastarache said.

“We do not anticipate this move

having an adverse effect on them.”

St. Mary’s will hold an Open

House for prospective sixth-grade

students and their families on

Sunday, April 10 from 1-3 p.m.

and Wednesday, April 13 from 3-5

p.m. Applications are also

available online at

www.smhlynn.org or by calling the

admissions office at 781-586-2009.

Marian Division
includes sixth grade
GRADE SIX: from Page 1

The Spartans went 10-1 during the regular

season, celebrating only the second

double-digit win season in its history this

year. Todd Collier, junior running back

and defensive back, received the Spartan

Award, indicative of the team's MVP.

And the Spartan
Award goes to...

ToDD

CoLLIER

JoE fARRELL

We want them to
have the
opportunity to take
advantage of all
that our school
offers.
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