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BY MEAGHAN CASEY

Best friends since

the first grade, St.

Mary’s seniors

Pamela Blaise and

Molly Whalen are

proof that two minds

– and voices – are

often better than one.

DyNaMiC 
Duo

BY PAUL HALLORAN

The competitive spirit that has helped Dennis
Carmody rise through the ranks of the Lynn Fire
Department was cultivated at St. Mary’s High
School.

“I got an excellent education at St. Mary’s,” said
Carmody ’71, who was a sophomore in 1968 when
St. Mary’s Boys High and St. Mary’s Girls High
were merged into one co-educational institution.
“The values of the kids in school were similar to
the values I was raised with: hard work and family.
People wanted to be successful, so it was a
competitive environment. I’m a competitive
person, so I was driven to be successful.”

He reached the pinnacle of success in his field
when he was sworn in August 3 as Lynn’s 17th fire
chief by Mayor Judith Flanagan Kennedy.

“We have an excellent fire department in the city,
with a lot of hard-working men and women. I’m
proud to be able to lead them,” said Carmody, who
had served as acting chief for six months.

See FRIENDS Page 10

See CHIEF Page 11

HAIL 
TO THE
CHIEF ’71
Alumnus named
Lynn’s 17th fire chief

DENNIS CARMODY

Incoming freshmen get a
head start with Summer

Academy Page 4

Spend a day in the life of
senior Pat Hogan 
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Brian Cassidy ’79 knows
it’s never too late 
to tune up. Page 9

Pamela Blaise,
left, and Molly
Whalen are
inseparable
friends,
performing,
volunteering,
and studying
together.
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Schools typically have
vision and mission
statements and strategic
plans, but all too often few
people can articulate them
let alone explain what they
mean in practice. No
matter how well they are
drawn up, if no one knows
what they mean they are
not worth the paper they
are printed on.

When I came back to the St. Mary’s campus in
2006, a long 41 years after my graduation from the
Boys’ High School in 1965, I immediately
recognized that the inspiring vision of Rev.
Monsignor Paul Garrity, Principal Carl DiMaiti, and
a cadre of loyal alums and teachers had dramatically
transformed St. Mary’s into an elite Catholic college
preparatory school. 

The data is clear and most impressive:
97 percent of our graduates attend post-
secondary schools;
nine Ivy League acceptances in the past
four years as well as acceptances to
Boston College, Holy Cross, Notre Dame,
NYU, Georgetown, University of
Chicago;
total average scholarships awarded to
SMH graduates over the past three years
is approximately $3 million;
four Humberto Cardinal Medeiros
Scholarship winners at Boston University;
AP course offerings has doubled in the
last three years;
three of the last four Boston Globe
Richard Phelps Scholar Athlete Awards
were presented to St. Mary’s students;
student financial aid and scholarships in
2010 totaled $461,000;

185 students receiving need-based
financial aid at an average of $2,000 per
student;
average academic scholarship received by
SMH students is $1,700;
enhanced facilities and technology
including: redesigned Web site, new
surveillance system and online
admissions; 
since 2005 St. Mary’s athletic teams have
won MIAA titles in football, girls hockey
(3), softball (2) and golf (2).

We have accomplished all of the above while
charging by far the lowest tuition among our peer
schools. 

From my perspective as Head of School, we
have brought the school to a new level and, more
importantly, put ourselves in position to take next
step. Greatness awaits. Stay tuned.

Dr. Raymond A. Bastarache is head of school.

DR. RAYMOND
A. BASTARACHE

So many reasons St. Mary’s is great

BY PAUL HALLORAN

Brian Flynn was very content in his job as
a service manager at a Dodge dealership. He
enjoyed working with customers as well as
the 25 mechanics that fell under his purview,
even if the needs of the customers and the
mechanics were sometimes conflicting.

Despite being happy, Flynn was not
necessarily fulfilled. He would often say,
“I’m not going to do this all my life,” yet he
didn’t have an answer to the obvious follow-
up question: Then what are you going to do?

He did not find that answer until he was in
his 30s, when thoughts of the priesthood had
come and gone enough times that he was
prompted to pay a visit to the Archdiocese of
Boston’s vocations director, who told him to
get more actively involved in his parish
(Holy Ghost in Whitman, Mass.); perhaps
that would sate his desire to get closer to
God.

Flynn took the advice to heart, teaching
CCD, serving as a Eucharistic minister and
working with adults preparing for Baptism
and Confirmation. He did that for five years,
yet he still wanted more.

“Something else was calling me,” he
recalled, so he went back to the vocations
director and told him he wanted to become a
priest. At the tender age of 37, Brian Flynn
entered St. John’s Seminary in 1997. Six
years later, he was ordained Rev. Brian
Flynn, and he will tell you that he wasn’t the
oldest member of his seminary class of nine.

Seven years into his ministry – 4½ in
South Boston and 2½ in Brockton – Rev.
Flynn had another conversation with the
Archdiocese about his future, except this
time he did not initiate the call. The
personnel director reached out to him with
an offer/proposal/request – call it what you
want. Rev. Flynn was asked if he would like

to come to St. Mary’s in Lynn to take over
as pastor.

“I came here and met with (Msgr.) Paul
Garrity and his big message to me was that
St. Mary’s has a great history and has such
an important role in Lynn,” said Rev. Flynn,
who was acutely aware that it would be no
easy task to follow Msgr. Garrity, who had
carved out an unparalleled record of success
in his 18 years at St. Mary’s. 

“I knew there would new challenges, but
that’s the case wherever you go,” said Rev.
Flynn, who took over as pastor Aug. 1. “I’ve
always worked in a collaborative manner. I

don’t go into a situation thinking I have all
the answers and we’re going to do it my
way. I have my ideas and other people have
their ideas. Let’s see what we can do
together to promote the parish and the
school.”

Msgr. Garrity’s track record at St. Mary’s
has been well documented, especially when
it concerns St. Mary’s High School, which
was heading down the path of closure when

he arrived in 1992. Today, SMH is a thriving
institution, where students are flourishing
academically, athletically and in service to
others. And while the turnaround was far

from a one-
man show,
there is no
question that
Msgr. Garrity
played a
leading role.

The
obvious
conclusion
one would
draw is Rev.
Flynn has big
shoes to fill,
but he has his
own theory on that. 

“In my last assignment, I followed a priest
who had been in Brockton a long time,” he
said. “I told people he took those big shoes
with him and I brought my own.

“I know Msgr. Garrity did a great job at
St. Mary’s, and it’s a rarity for a priest to
stay in one place for 18 years,” Rev. Flynn
added. “I can’t duplicate 18 years in three
months. It’s a challenge for me to realize
and accept that. I have gifts I can bring to St.
Mary’s. I’m happy to be here and I think
people are happy with me.” That the church
was nearly filled for his installation Mass a
few weeks ago would indicate as much.

The parishes Rev. Flynn served prior to
St. Mary’s had elementary schools, so
working and interacting with high school
students is a different experience for him. So
far, so good.

“I have really been impressed by the
students at St. Mary’s,” he said. “They have
been very welcoming to me, and I see that
when other people come into the school.
There is a real sense of family and
togetherness. I’m trying to get more
involved in the school.”

From left, Todd Collier, Rodolfo Jimenez, Sarah Flanagan, Ronsanto Campbell, and
Courtney Carey welcome Rev. Brian Flynn.

REV. BRIAN FLYNN

Welcome toSt.Mary’s,Rev.BrianFlynn
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BY MEAGHAN CASEY

Every so often, a person is able to bear
witness to the fruits of his or her generosity. 

That’s happening more often
than not at St. Mary’s, thanks to a
recurring event that unites donors
with the young men and women
whose lives they are helping to
shape.

The Friends of St. Mary’s
Scholarship Breakfast, held Oct.
6, brought together donors and
scholarship recipients for a
morning of memorable food and
conversation. The event was
created to honor those individuals
who, through their vision and
investment in St. Mary’s, have
given vital scholarship assistance. 

“It’s one of my favorite days of
the year,” said Principal Carl
DiMaiti, speaking to the donors.
“The students sitting next to you represent the
best and the brightest, yet many of their high
school paths would be very different without
your support.”

Case in point: Caitlin O’Toole, ’11,
recipient of the Loretta J. Price Scholarship.
Raised by a single mother, O’Toole has

grown up recognizing the significance of
hard work and financial support.  

“I’m so grateful to the Price family,” she
said. “I’ve been blessed to experience the

beautiful community St. Mary’s is famous
for. It’s provided me with the academic
confidence and hunger to strive for the best.”

Family members Neal Price ’69
and Paul Price ’75 were in
attendance and appreciated the
one-on-one time they spent with
O’Toole. Paul spoke about his
mother, Loretta – a widow at age
41, raising four children under the
age of 12. 

“Our mother instilled in us a
deep and abiding loyalty to our
family and the perseverance to
pursue our dreams,” said Paul.
“Our good fortitude would not
have been possible without her
self-sacrifice and the
opportunities we received at St.

Mary’s.”
During the event, two new

scholarships were announced: the
Frances E. White ’69 Scholarship and the
Brian Wilson ’97 Memorial Scholarship.
Representatives from 16 other scholarship
funds were also in attendance.

Michael MacNeil, Director of Institutional
Advancement, addresses guests.

Paul Price ’75, left, and Neal Price ’69 meet with Caitlin
O’Toole ’11, recipient of the scholarship named for their
mother, Loretta J. Price.

Scholarship Breakfast connects scholars, donors

St. Mary’s is like a small family in a
big community – everybody knows
everybody!  St. Mary’s creates an
environment where you feel like an
individual instead of a number. The
teachers at St. Mary’s are very hard
working and respectful and they treat
students as if they were their own
children. The faculty at St. Mary’s will
do anything for us!  St. Mary’s is the
right choice for me and I know I will be
successful in life because of St. Mary’s.

- Xavier Gonzalez ’12

Coming
from a very
small
elementary

and middle school, the small campus and size
of St. Mary’s appealed to me. When I took a
tour at the Open House it just felt right
walking through the halls. I think St. Mary’s
best attribute is its close knit and family-
oriented community. Truly every teacher and
student is familiar with each other!  The
school offers excellent academics, competitive
sports teams and community service programs
like Rachel’s Challenge. St. Mary’s has
opened so many great doors of opportunity for
me both during high school and for the future.
I am very happy with my decision to attend
St. Mary’s High School.

- Brianna Holmes ’11 

St. Mary’s  in one word is family
because everyone’s friendly and
they care about you. It made me
a better person because being in
an environment like this has
helped me learn a lot about
myself. Having this experience for
six years helped me prepare
myself for the next step…college.
If I didn’t go to St. Mary’s, I
wouldn’t be the person  I am
today. I consider St. Mary’s to be
my second family.

- Ian Grocki ’11

Why The decision to go to St. Mary’s
High School was one of the best decisions I
have ever made. One of the main reasons I
chose St. Mary’s was that I knew the education
I would receive would help me to prepare for

college in the best possible
ways. I also knew I would
enjoy the family environment
that St. Mary’s is known for. In
choosing St. Mary’s I knew I
would be able to strengthen my
Catholic values. When I chose
St. Mary’s I felt that it would
help me to reach my full
potential on the athletic field.
St. Mary’s has helped me to
become the best student, athlete,
and friend I could be.

- Madison Molea ’14

St. Mary’s?
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BY MEAGHAN CASEY

School may have been out for
the summer, but that didn’t stop
40 incoming freshmen from
participating in the third annual
St. Mary’s Summer Academy.

Designed to ease the transition
between grades 8 and 9, the
Summer Academy is a five-week
summer enrichment program for
incoming St. Mary’s freshmen. It
was held this summer from June
28 to July 29. Curricula included
the required summer reading, as
well as an introduction to high
school math, technology and
physical education. 

“Our goal is to offer a
program that will benefit a
variety of students and help them
all to prepare for the challenges
in their high school experience at
St. Mary’s,” said Michele
Durgin, dean of students. “They
love it, and their parents love it.
They’re bonding, forming
friendships and getting to know
the building.”

“It’s good to meet people
before school starts,” said Jackie

Marino, a Peabody resident.
“I wanted to meet other

freshmen and get comfortable
with the school,” said Leonela
Ramirez of Lynn. 

It was also a learning
experience for a few veterans of
the school.

“I heard so many good things
about it and how it preps you for
high school,” said Revere
resident Alec Costanza, who
entered St. Mary’s as a seventh-
grader. 

“I didn’t even have to ask
Alec twice,” said his mother,
Libby Costanza. “It’s great for
them to bond and establish a
group of friends before
September.”

The Summer Academy ran
Monday through Thursday from
8:30 to 11:30 a.m.  It was funded
through the Mosakowski Family
Foundation and staffed by St.
Mary’s faculty including Durgin,
Doug Lowe and Walter Newhall,
as well as Belinda Durgin and St.
Mary’s baseball coach Derek
Dana.

The opening of the school year featured an
opportunity for the combined faculties and staffs of
Lynn’s three Catholic schools – St. Mary’s, Sacred
Heart Elementary School and St. Pius Elementary
School – to gather for a special guest speaker, Brother
Michael “Mickey” McGrath, a Brother of the Oblates
of St. Francis DeSales. Brother McGrath, a widely
known artist, writer and speaker explored the
relationship between art and faith. 

“I was so impressed with his ability to bring both
laughter and tears in storytelling,” said St. Mary’s Head
of School Dr. Ray Bastarache. “It truly opened my
heart.”

“Brother Mickey’s message was moving and
inspirational,” said St. Mary’s Religion teacher Mary
Jo LaPointe. “I am now inspired to use art as a means
for my students to reflect and discover new awakenings
in themselves.”

In addition to creating artwork in the form of prints,
note cards, bookmarks and children’s books, Brother
McGrath is a presenter at retreats, schools and
conferences nationwide. He lives and conducts an art
studio in Camden, N.J. 

Guest speaker brings art, laughs, tears

Brother Mickey signs his book for teacher Dick Ruth.

Brother Mickey addresses teachers.

From left, Dr. Ann McGreevy, Brother Mickey, St. Pius School
Principal Paul Maestranzi, SMH Principal Carl DiMaiti and Sacred
Heart School Principal Joanne Egan.

EARLY BIRDS GET THE LEARN  
Summer Academy gives freshmen head start 

Students used their sneakers to build a tower as part of team-building exercise at the St.Mary’s Summer Academy.



—  5The St. Mary’s Educator FFaallll  22001100

FFACULACULTT Y PROFILE Y PROFILE 

BY MEAGHAN CASEY

St. Mary’s religion teacher and department chair Mary
Dearborn believes a strong foundation of faith requires
just the right combination of nurture and release. 

“Msgr. (Paul) Garrity and I talked quite a bit about roots
and wings,” said Dearborn. “It’s important to establish
roots so that even if our students fly away, they’ll be
rooted back to the Church. Hopefully it will remain central
to their lives as they grow.”

Dearborn, who is in her 16th year at St. Mary’s, teaches
seniors. She hopes to instill in them a sense of morality,
altruism and compassion that will endure through college
and their future endeavors.

“We want to reinforce the values they’ve been taught all
along,” said Dearborn. “They need to be able to
understand and articulate what they believe before they go
off to a new environment.”

As part of their senior project, Dearborn’s students
compile a portfolio – a self-defining scrapbook of their year
– filled with prayers, poetry and scripture. They also
participate in a senior retreat, where they have the

opportunity to read letters that they wrote during their
freshman year, as well as other letters from family members.

“It’s a perfect time for self-reflection,” said Dearborn. 
In addition to the coursework, Dearborn also encourages

her students to become involved in service-oriented activities
that are available to them under religion teacher and campus
ministry director Andrea Alberti. Prayer, Bible and Jesus
(PB&J) and Rachel’s Challenge attract students to school in
the mornings to pray and commit to service challenges.
Students also regularly participate in food, hat and mitten
drives and volunteer at the Food Pantry and organizations
such as the Bridge House, SPIN and My Brother’s Table. 

“The service component is important at this age,” said
Dearborn. “Often times, they need that relational aspect to
bring a concept in and own it.”

A product of Catholic schools herself, Dearborn, an
Arlington native, attended the former Marycliff Academy
in Winchester. She earned her bachelor’s degree from
Salem State University, where she developed a passion for
teaching during her practicum experience. 

“I loved being in that atmosphere, working with kids

every day,” she said.
Dearborn started out as a

special education teacher in
the Stoneham Public Schools
and later left the classroom to
raise her four children. In
1989, she earned her master’s
degree in pastoral ministry
from Emmanuel College and
was hired as the director of
religious education at St.
Eulalia Parish in Winchester. 

“At that point, I realized I
wanted to get back into the
classroom,” said Dearborn. 

She applied to and was immediately hired at St. Mary’s
and never looked back. 

“The kids have kept me here,” she said. “I enjoy it
immensely. Part of who we are as a school is defined by
our relationship with our pupils. It’s what makes us unique
and what makes the job so rewarding.” 

MARY DEARBORN

Dearborn helps students establish roots, wings

Keeping the faithKeeping the faith

Mary Dearborn works with 
students, from left,Angelica Castillo,
Nadia Misrati, and Lisa Morsett.
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BY MEAGHAN CASEY

An exceptional athlete, scholar and
volunteer, senior Pat Hogan defines student life
at St. Mary’s.

Hogan, who is ranked in the top 10 percent
of his class, is a member of the varsity football,
swimming and track teams. He serves as co-
president of the senior class and is an active
participant in campus ministry, Rachel’s
Challenge and other service-oriented activities.

“You have to prioritize,” said Hogan. “You
have to make sure you get to practice, keep
your grades up and make time to help out and
volunteer. I’ve received a lot of support here at
St. Mary’s and I’ve always been taught to give
back.” 

Last spring, Hogan participated in Hunger
for Justice, a retreat during which students
fasted for 30 hours, slept on the school’s gym
floor in makeshift cardboard huts and
distributed food and new socks to the homeless
in Boston the next morning. The event raised
money for the earthquake victims in Haiti and
Chile. 

In January, for the third consecutive
year, he will travel to Washington,
D.C., to attend the March for Life pro-
life rally. Last winter, he was one of 23
St. Mary’s students – the largest group
in the Archdiocese of Boston – to make
the trip. 

“It was an amazing experience,” said
Hogan. “It’s awesome that the school
gives us the opportunity to take part in
events like that.”

A Lynn resident, Hogan attended St.
Pius V School before enrolling at St.
Mary’s as a freshman. His sisters,
Christine ’00, Elizabeth ’02 and Maria
’03, and their mother, Margarete
(Lang) ’72, are also graduates.  

Looking ahead, Hogan has set his sights on
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. If he
does not enroll there, he still intends to pursue
ROTC at another college, and pursue a career
in criminal justice.

“I’ve always wanted to be a soldier,” said
Hogan, whose father, Mark, served in the
military. “It’s the best way to give back. In my

family, we’ve always had three priorities –
God, family and country.”

The St. Mary’s motto – “love God, do your
best and take care of one another” – has
reinforced that as well. 

“St. Mary’s really offers that sense of
community, of taking care of one another,” said
Hogan. “That’s something I hope to continue to
do.”

PAT HOGAN

St. Mary’s senior
makes the most of his 
Spartan experience

A DAY IN THE LIFE of

Pat Hogan’11

12:30 p.m.
Military 
fitness exam
at the YMCA
Above: Pat Hogan does push
ups as St. Mary’s teacher T.J.
Baril times him.

Right: Push-ups, timed agility
drills and pull-ups all part of
the military fitness test Pat
Hogan must complete as he
applies to West Point.

1:30 p.m.
Class at St. Mary’s
Top: Pat Hogan and history teacher Michael
Jalbert connect after Pat’s fitness exam. Middle: Pat
talks with Principal Carl DiMaiti and Head of
School Dr. Ray Bastarache
before heading to class.
Bottom: Pat sits in AP
English class with Dominic
Barceleau and Erin Fahey.

3:30 p.m.
Football practice
at Gallagher Park

From top: Pat and D.J.Webster talk before 
practice. Pat lines up for a drill. Coach Matt
Durgin with Pat during stretching. Pat and  
teammates Corey Bartlett, far left, and Nick Lee.

5:15 p.m.
Mass 
Pat Hogan attends Mass with
his football teammates, left,
and receives Communion
from Rev. Gabriel Lormeus.



On October 12, St. Mary’s alumni from the
Mid-Atlantic region, including current residents
of Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, and the District
of Columbia, enjoyed the annual fall alumni
gathering at the POV Terrace at the W Hotel. The
location affords a dramatic panoramic view of
downtown D.C., overlooking the White House, as
well at the Washington Monument and the
Treasury building. 

Alumni, led by local host Fred Brennan ’67,
welcomed St. Mary’s Head of School, Dr.
Raymond Bastarache ’65, and Mike MacNeil,
Director of Institutional Advancement, to
Washington. Brennan also expressed a personal

note of gratitude to his classmates, fellow alumni
and friends within the St. Mary’s family for their
thoughtful and caring support during his recent
health challenges. 

While getting acquainted and re-acquainted
with fellow alums, attendees also had the
opportunity to hear Bastarache give an update on
school activities and programs, and numerous
highlights of recent student and faculty
achievements.

Frank McDonough ’51, who, along with his
wife, Mary Alice, was leaving for Mexico City
the following day to make an academic
presentation, later wrote: “Ray and Mike, Thanks

for organizing the alumni night at the fabulous W
Hotel rooftop terrace looking down on the White
House last week. When I left the Treasury Dept.
they held my going away party there. It is the best
view in Washington, D.C. It was great to see and
meet young and older graduates of the great
institution that is St Mary’s. Thanks for all your
leadership and great work. 

Others in attendance at the D.C. event included:
Mackie Bastarache Ron Dickinson
MaryAlice McDonough Col. David Clark ’77
Frank McIntosh ’68 Paul Cicchetti ’72
Darlene Clark ’77 Wendy Dickinson 77   
Walter Tomczykowski ’78 Derek Swanson ’94
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St. Mary’s Alumni News and Views

Washington, D.C. alumni are capital
Fred Brennan ’67, left, and Dr. Raymond Bastarache ’65 were among the many alumni who met in Washington, D.C.

St.Mary’s Open co-chair Cheryl Meninno ’74 and Drew
Russo ’99 take a break on their way to the next hole.

The Meninno Construction team,a Spartan Sponsor.

From left, Dave Giarusso, St. Mary’s Open co-chair Mike Reddy ’80, Jim Finigan, Chris
Downey,Mike Jalbert,Jamie Trahant ’92,Mark Lee ’80 and Ed Cash ’90 enjoyed the Open.

A full field of 144 played in the St. Mary's Golf Open at Gannon Golf
Course, raising more than $80,000 for the school.

Jamie Trahant ’92, Ed Cash ’90 and Chris Downey
’92 watch Mark Lee tee off.

From left, the team of Glenn Morris ’65, Bob Kelley
’64,Tom Bourke ’65 and J.J.“Pumpsie” Green ’67.From left, Janet Moran ’66, Mary King ’67, Maureen Farren ’66 and Jack King ’66.

ST. MARY’S ANNUAL GOLF OPEN
A SWINGING SUCCESS

Korean War
60th led by 
Col. Clark ’77

U.S. Army Col. David J.
Clark ’77 is leading the
Department of Defense’s
efforts in commemorating
the 60th anniversary of the
Korean War.

Clark, who
has done
three tours in
Korea and is
stationed at
the Pentagon,
participated
in the New
York City
Veterans Day

parade and was interviewed
on TV news stations about
the commemoration.

“We want to educate the
American public about the
significance of the Korean
War, and thank and honor
our veterans,” Clark said.

Clark is married to
Darlene Dorgan ’77. He is
a 1981 Boston College
grad.

COL.
CLARK
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If your class year ends in a 
1 or a 6, it’s a good time to

start planning your reunion for
2011. If you would like to

coordinate a class reunion,
please contact Drew Russo
in the Advancement office,

781-586-2067 or 
arusso@smhlynn.org 

reunionhappenings

ALUMNI  PROFILE ALUMNI  PROFILE 

inmemoriam
Marie C. (Dowling) Healey ’39

Frances P. (Farrell) Lilly ’39

Francis D. Nolan ’40

James Kerivan ’41

Martin J. Healey ’47

Richard B. Campbell ’50

Anna (McConnell) Clark ’52

Joyce M. (Cooper) Alley ’56

Margaret A. (Gill) Allen ’57

William D. Berrigan ’65

Steven Geratowski ’68

Gary E. Flynn ’75

Ruth (Maker) Green 

Robert F. Cash 

Sister Patricia Lambert, C.S.J.

BY MEAGHAN CASEY

As a standout on the St. Mary’s athletic field, Brian Cassidy,
’79, never imagined he’d find himself in a different type of
spotlight – on stage and in the recording studio.

But that’s just where he is today. 
In May, Cassidy had five of his original songs released on

iTunes. His music video for “River City Woman” was released
on Oct. 14. In less than a month, it accumulated 900 views. He
is expecting to release another five songs on iTunes in January. 

“I always had a desire to do something with music, but I
never expected this,” he said. 

Cassidy, who grew up in the Pine Hill neighborhood of Lynn,
was a three-sport athlete, excelling as quarterback of the St.
Mary’s football team and a valuable member of the school’s
basketball and baseball teams. 

“There was a lot of camaraderie in high school – enthusiasm

for the school and closeness of the people,” he said. “It was a
lot of fun. Everyone pretty much knew everyone else. It was a
comforting thing.”

Cassidy went on to earn his bachelor’s degree from
Northeastern University and secure a job back in Lynn as a
systems analyst at General Electric. He later segued to computer
sales and currently serves as regional sales manager at
Advanced Sales & Marketing, Inc. His pursuit of music began
in August of 2006 when, at age 45, Cassidy bought his first
acoustic guitar. A year later, he found his inspiration. 

“I ran into an old acquaintance, E.J. Ouellette, who played
with his band at my wedding,” said Cassidy. “He told me, ‘If
you let me teach you, I can have you up on stage within six
months.’ As you can imagine, I was somewhat skeptical, but
intrigued with the idea.”

Cassidy began in a basic guitar class at Ouellette’s music
studio in Byfield and quickly moved up to the most advanced
class. In less than six months, he was on stage playing guitar
and singing in the studio’s annual Christmas concert. 

“I was hooked on performing,” said Cassidy. “Music became
a passion in my life, and now it’s hard to remember when it
wasn’t this way.”

In 2008, Cassidy recorded and produced his first song,
“Always,” followed by “The Fall” and “No Longer Dream in
Blues.” In 2009, he reconnected with a fellow St. Mary’s
alumnus Jim Sellers, ’79, to perform at their reunion. The pair
later formed an acoustic act called Stonewash. They have
performed throughout the Merrimack Valley in venues such as
Archie’s Place in Haverhill, The Red Hook Brewery in
Portsmouth and Keon’s at the Black Swan in Georgetown,
among other benefits and private parties. Cassidy has also
performed with Ouellette’s band, Crazy Maggy, known for its
fiddle-driven rock tunes.

Cassidy, who resides in Haverhill with his wife Cecilia, is the
father of four children, ranging in age from 7 to 27. He is one of
five Cassidy siblings – all of whom attended St. Mary’s. His
sister, Sheila Thomas, ’65, has appeared in numerous television
commercials, films and print advertising campaigns. She began
her career as a model and actress at age 52. Cassidy followed
suit and has developed his own portfolio of commercial print
work and acting experience. He appeared as an airline pilot in
the 2009 film Pink Panther 2, starring Steve Martin, and as an
assistant coach in the 2007 film The Game Plan, starring
Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson. 

“I would encourage anyone, of any age, to follow their
dreams,” said
Cassidy, referring to
his and his sister’s
success. “It’s
worked for us.”

To watch
Cassidy’s original
music video, visit
http://youtu.be/
GTK6wxuQIug.

CASSIDY TUNES HIS TALENTS

1979 graduate proves
it’s never too late to 
follow your dreams

BRIAN 
CASSIDY

Brian Cassidy’s first
album, Vol. I:The

Bonfire Series, can be
found on iTunes.

Newhall nominated 
for AD of the Year

St. Mary’s Athletic Director Jeff Newhall
’94 has been named District H Athletic
Director of the Year by the Massachusetts
Secondary Schools Athletic Directors

Association (MSSADA).
He is a finalist for the state
Athletic Director of the
Year award, which will be
presented next spring.

Newhall has been the
AD at St. Mary’s since
2007 and the varsity girls
basketball coach since
2005. In his tenure as

AD, SMH teams have won five state
championships and three student-athletes
have received full college scholarships.

JEFF 
NEWHALL
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St. Mary’s Alumni News and Views

1942
Dorothy (Hewitt) Fenton is an
avid Educator reader. She recently
wrote from home in Florida,“I
read the Educator thoroughly. It is
enjoyable!” 

1954
Janet Sheridan is retired from
the Manchester, Conn., Police
Department where she worked as
a data entry operator. She is
enjoying spending time with her
son, Lance, daughter, Linda, and
grandchildren, Michael, Ryan, and
Jane.

1965
Glenn Morris has been elected
to the board of directors of Grub
Street, Inc., the Boston-based
creative writing education and
author support organization.

1968
Frank McIntosh and his wife,
Carolyn, are celebrating the birth
of their first grandchild, Madeleine
Claire Eisenberg, on Oct. 14, 2010.

1971
Tom Casey met with Director of
Advancement Mike MacNeil in
New York City earlier this fall.
After the visit, he sent Mike a note
further reflecting on his time at St.
Mary’s.

“I can truly say that without the
great education I received at St.
Mary’s I would not be where I am
today.The education I received at
St. Mary’s was about learning more
than just science, English and math,
it was also about learning and
living values like honesty, integrity,
respect for others, confidence,
selflessness and commitment to
faith, family and friends.”

1977
Karen (Regan) Finn wrote on
behalf of her classmates to express
thanks to Head of School Dr. Ray
Bastarache ’65 and Assistant
Director of Advancement Drew
Russo ’99 for their visit to St.
Mary’s on July 24.

“We are as you say ‘a
community of learners.’ In the last
few months (years) we have
learned that old friends die hard.

We have learned that not
everyone has the exact same
memory of past ‘events’ as others.
We learned that through the miles
and the work and family
commitments we all have, we can
still be friends and make each
other smile.We came from about
10 different elementary schools
but blended into our own St.
Mary’s community. We have St.
Mary’s to thank for that.”

1980
Congratulations to Mark Lee and
John Verrell ’04 on the opening
of their new establishment, Battery
Park Bar and Lounge, 33
Batterymarch St. in Boston’s
financial district. Look for more
information about Battery Park
and upcoming alumni events there
in the next edition of the Educator!

1999
Drew Russo was elected to the
Associate Board of MassINC
(Massachusetts Institute for a New
Commonwealth), an independent
think tank using non-partisan
research, civic journalism and
public forums to stimulate debate
and shape public policy.

2004
Chris Barnes and Katelyn
Simone have purchased their first
home together in Saugus, Mass.,
where they reside with their
puppy, Jacoby.

2006
Dana Robinson graduated from
Merrimack College summa cum
laude in the spring of 2010. He
received a full fellowship to obtain
a master’s degree in elementary
education with modified special
needs.This semester, he is
interning with the Wilmington
(Mass.) Public School system.

classupdates

Your fellow alumni and friends at St. Mary’s share your pride in your 
accomplishments, so tell us about what you have been up to. If we can, we will put
it in the next issue of The St. Mary’s Educator. Email us at mmacneil@smhlynn.org

or fill out this form and mail to: Mike MacNeil, Office of Institutional Advancement,
St. Mary’s High School, 35 Tremont St., Lynn, MA  01902.

Name___________________________________________Class ___________

Address:__________________________________________________________

City______________________________State_________Zip________________

Phone____________________________________________________________

E-mail_____________________________________________________________

Spouse’s name (and maiden name and class if applicable)______________
YOUR NEWS:

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

WHAT’S NEWS?

Habitually inseparable, in and out of the
classroom, Blaise and Whalen have developed
resumes that are almost mirror image. Both are
active in the school’s Drama Club, musicals,
choir, Student Admissions Team, Rachel’s
Challenge and National Honor Society (NHS).
Whalen serves as president of NHS, while
Blaise is also a member of the volleyball team
and canters on Sundays. Both teach fourth-
grade CCD and typically sing a duet at school-
wide masses. 

“I’m really looking forward to singing new
songs at mass this year, and I can’t wait for
the musical,” said Whalen. 

Last year, the dynamic duo also organized
and performed in a benefit concert and talent
show that raised more than $900 for Haiti’s

earthquake victims. Nearly 30 St. Mary’s
students sang, danced and performed poetry
readings. The funds from the show and bake
sale were sent to Catholic Relief Services.

Residents of Lynn, Blaise and Whalen met
while students at St. Pius V School. They
enrolled at St. Mary’s as freshmen, and it
was the perfect fit. 

“You know everyone and can go up and talk
to or get help from anyone,” said Whalen.
“There are a lot of people here I can count on.”

“It’s such a friendly environment,” agreed
Blaise. 

Looking ahead, separation might not be in
the cards for the two friends. Both favor
Boston College. Blaise hopes to study pre-
med, with the goal of becoming a
pediatrician. Whalen is undecided. 

Dynamic duo are inseparable
FRIENDS: from Page 1
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hearing loss, carries a microphone with her
which her teachers wear during class. The
device transmits the sound directly to her
hearing aids. She is also an accomplished lip
reader, but as you might imagine, she has to
pay strict attention in every minute of every
class in order not to miss something.

“She’s exhausted when she comes home,”
Donna said. 

One of the reasons Faieta chose Stonehill –
in addition to the fact that it is less than an
hour from home and she wanted to be close
to her parents, twin sister Rachel (ranked No.
8 in the senior class) and younger sister
Taylor, a St. Mary’s freshman who is also
hearing-impaired and also plays hoop – is the
campus is already equipped with an FM
system that is compatible with her device. 

“We liked the idea they have hearing-
impaired students there,” said Donna, noting
that Lynn Public Schools hearing specialist
Diane LaPierre has been very supportive of
Tori even though she has attended Catholic

schools (Sacred Heart before SMH) all her
life.

Faieta also liked the idea of playing
college basketball with her good friend and
AAU teammate Amy Pelletier, a standout
guard at Bishop Fenwick who has also
signed on to play for the Skyhawks.

Stonehill Coach Trisha Brown knows she
is getting a top player and a top person in
Faieta.

“You can’t help but fall in love with Tori,”
Brown said. “We started watching her a few
summers ago and the thing that draws you to
Tori is her work ethic. She never takes a play
off. What she has to deal with on a daily
basis, and what she has overcome to be so
successful in the classroom and on the court
speaks volumes about the character she has.
You can’t teach that. She’s the type of person
who is going to make our program better
immediately.”

Brown is very thankful to have hit the
recruiting daily double on the North Shore.

“You can see the chemistry that Tori and
Amy have on the court,” Brown said. “The
fact that they are great friends certainly
helped in the recruiting process. Amy has the
same type of work ethic. They’re two great
kids who are going to enhance our program
right away.”

On the court, there is nothing about
Faieta’s game that is impaired. The 6-2
center, who made the varsity as an eighth-
grader, has scored 1,105 points and grabbed
1,117 rebounds in 94 games, both school
records. She is an imposing presence in the
middle at both ends of the court.

“I never thought I would get those
accomplishments,” she said of her 1,000
points and 1,000 boards, “but I’m proud I
have. St. Mary’s has been awesome. I have
developed so many friendships that will be
there forever.”

And it’s safe to say they will never forget
Tori Faieta at St. Mary’s High School.

Carmody, 56, grew up in West
Lynn on Light Street and went to St.
Patrick’s elementary school, so there
really wasn’t much doubt as to
where he would attend high school.
He worked nights for the cleaning
company that had the contract at GE
to pay for his education.

As a result, Carmody was limited
to playing one sport at St. Mary’s –
JV baseball his first two years and
varsity basketball for Coach Ron
Leary as a junior and senior.

Carmody graduated from UMass
Amherst and worked in business
and finance for eight years before
becoming a firefighter in 1983. His
career change was inspired by his

father, Gene, who served as a Lynn
firefighter for 30 years. 

“He always loved the job,”
Carmody said. “I took the test and
followed in his footsteps (as did
his brother, Richard, who is the
retired chief in Swampscott).”

After working six years on
Engine 6 at the former Franklin
Street station, Carmody was
promoted to lieutenant and worked
seven years on Engine 3 at Western
Avenue. He was promoted to
captain and served as safety officer
for the department for a year before
moving to Engine 5 at Fayette Street
for 10 years. He was named acting
deputy chief in January 2008.

St. Mary’s has the rare distiction
of having two graduates in top

public-safety positions in Lynn
as Kevin Coppinger ’75 is chief
of police.

Gene and Lil Carmody were
among the 150 people who
packed Mayor Judith Flanagan
Kennedy’s office to watch their
son be sworn in as Lynn’s fire
chief, the biggest crowd anyone
could remember for such an
event. About half of Lynn’s 160
firefighters showed up to show
their support and respect for the
new chief.

“Just seeing how many
firefighters took the time to
come to see the chief sworn in
shows how highly respected he
is by the men and women under
his command,” Kennedy said. 

Carmody got more out of St.
Mary’s than an excellent
education: He met Cathy Smith as
a freshman, they began dating as
seniors, and have been married 35
years. “It worked out great for
me,” he said. “She’s the one who
took a chance on me.”

Cathy Carmody has been in
education since 1975 and is
currently a school psychologist in
the North Reading School
Department. She and Dennis have
four children: Michael, 30, a
corporal in the U.S. Army
currently stationed in Afghanistan;
Christopher, 28, a Lynn firefighter;
Molly, 26, a Lynn teacher; and
Jake, 23, a civil engineer currently
working on a schooner in Maine. 

SMH senior receives full basketball scholarship to Stonehill

SCHOLARSHIP: from Page 12

Hail to the Chief: St. Mary’s grad named 17th Lynn fire chief
CHIEF: from Page 1

TORI FAIETA

Tori Faieta, flanked by her parents Donna and Jim, signs her letter of intent, under the
watchful eyes of AD Jeff Newhall, her sisters Taylor and Rachel, Head of School Dr.
Raymond Bastarache and pastor Rev. Brian Flynn.

Seeing how many

firefighters took

time to see the chief

sworn in shows

how highly

respected he is by

those under his

command

Tori Faieta, right, is congratulated after scoring her 1,000th point. PHOTO:THE DAILY ITEM
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

BY PAUL HALLORAN

Nothing against swimming or golf, but
basketball is Tori Faieta’s
game.

Faieta was only four
years old when she began
to lose her hearing.
Doctors told her parents to
forget about team sports

and concentrate on individual pursuits. To be
honest, Tori’s future in sports was not at the
top of the list of concerns for Jim and Donna
Faieta at that point.

It seems almost incomprehensible that 14
years later, Jim and Donna would be sitting
next to their daughter as she signed a national
letter of intent, accepting a full scholarship
from Stonehill College.

For basketball. A team sport.
“It’s so exciting to see all her hard work

has paid off,” said Donna Faieta, a 1979 St.
Mary’s graduate. 

St. Mary’s sports program has been on a
roll the last several years, with Faieta
becoming the third female student-athlete in
three years to receive a full scholarship –
joining Abby Gauthier (hockey, 2008) and
Amanda Webster (soccer, 2009) – the girls
hockey team winning three straight state
championships, the softball team capturing
back-to-back state titles and the football team
went 10-1 this year, tying a school record for
most regular-season wins.

Despite all that success, St. Mary’s Athletic
Director and girls basketball coach Jeff
Newhall admitted that, considering everything
Faieta has overcome, watching her become
the first St. Mary’s girls basketball player to
receive a full scholarship was “a little more
special.”

“This is a big day for our basketball
program, the school and especially for Tori,”
said Newhall. “When you realize what she
has overcome to get to this point
academically and basketball-wise, you realize
this is a unique case.”

Faieta, who has a severe to profound

Faieta earns
scholarship
to Stonehill

NEVERSAYNEVERNEVERSAYNEVER

See SCHOLARSHIP Page 11

Tori Faieta will take her 
basketball talents to
Stonehill College next year.


