
BY RICH FAHEY

For 22-year-old
Chris Stafford, his
latest lesson in
economics is
taking place
outside the
classroom.

Stafford has
been learning
how expensive it

is to attend graduate school at institutions
such as the University of Pennsylvania,
Northwestern, or Duke, where he received
his undergraduate degree in economics.

Stafford is taking the GRE test in
November with an eye towards going back to
school for a graduate degree in economics
next fall. Until then, he is giving back,
working on a program that is designed to help
the economy in his home city.
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BY MEAGHAN CASEY

In the race to the achievement summit, Massachusetts is
charging forward, and Springfield is among the leaders.

U.S. Education Secretary Arne Duncan visited
Springfield on Aug. 30 to highlight the state�s award of $250
million in federal education funding, including $13.7 million
for Springfield. 

�This is not a gift, it�s an investment,� said Duncan, during
a stop at Springfield�s High School of Commerce. �And I
couldn�t feel more positive about our investment in this state.
You guys are leading a national conversation, and the eyes of
the country are on you. We�re building now to implement and
execute your extraordinary plans and it�s going to change
education in this country for decades to come.� Commerce High ROTC student Paul Winspeare and Springfield Education Association President Tim Collins drew the attention of

U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan, right.See RACE Page 12

U.S. Education secretary

brings $13.7M in good

news to Springfield

Central High,
Duke alumnus
is all business

See ALUMNUS Page 10

CHRIS STAFFORD

RACETO THE TOP RACETO THE TOP

HAIL TO
THE CHIEF

Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial

Court Chief Justice
Roderick L. Ireland

read to fifth-graders
at his alma mater

William N. DeBerry
School in October.

The Springfield
native and graduate

of the former
Classical High was

appointed to head
the SJC Nov. 4 by

Gov. Deval Patrick.



As we approach
Thanksgiving break,
it has already been a
year of strong starts
for the Springfield
Public School
district.

The good news
began trickling in
even before school
doors opened this
fall, when M.
Marcus Kiley
Middle School was

awarded a $2.2 million grant to make major
improvements in academic achievement, arming
the district with a customizable template for our
other nine Level 4 schools to utilize as they
embarked on the grant application process. By the
first day of school, we had learned that
Massachusetts was awarded $250 million in federal
Race to the Top funds including $13.7 million for
Springfield, with the state being ranked as the
strongest scoring applicant in the nation based in
part on its reform plans. In addition, the state was
awarded $204 million in federal Education Jobs
funds to preserve 2,700 teachers� jobs, including
nearly $5.3 million for Springfield.

The influx of funding could not have

materialized at a better time for our school
district.  We have spent the better portion of the
past two years writing and implementing a
strategic plan for improvement. We have several
initiatives underway and are committed to
spending our time wisely and judiciously now so
that we are clear, deliberate and smart about how
we align and allocate our resources moving
forward. We realize the gains we make will not
be measured by the capital we have received, but
in our ability to be responsible stewards of those
funds and invest in our educators and our future
wisely by strengthening our teaching and learning
capacity across the district.

We have placed a great deal of effort and
attention on one initiative in particular. We call it
simply the Springfield Improvement Framework.
Under the plan, every school will focus on a
fundamental aspect of learning to create a school-
wide instructional focus, which will resonate
throughout all academic subjects and classes. For
example, a school may identify �reading for
comprehension� as a focus. The school would
then structure its resources to support that focus
in every class, every day. That means, from
science and math to English Language Arts and
history, teachers throughout the school will have
an aligned approach to presenting class material
in a manner that helps students master the

fundamental concept of �reading for
comprehension.�

The focus for each school will be determined
only after administrators there conduct a full
assessment of student achievement in their
building and engage their respective staffs in
developing the school-wide focus. The focus will
be aligned to meet the needs of students. 

The Springfield Improvement Framework, in
its design alone, promises to help drive
improvement. But, what is even more exciting
about this plan is that it is embedded and
integrated into schools at the district level. That
means collaboration around this framework
touches every teacher, administrator, school staff
and faculty member. In other words, there is
unprecedented uniformity, consistency and clarity
around this improvement framework.

There have been many developments already this
school year that raise my level of hope and
optimism as we pursue the vision of educational
excellence for all of our students. We are moving in
the right direction, though there still remains much
work ahead of us. As we continue the journey of
improving our school system, it is important to
remember, excellence is not achieved overnight;
rather it is built one day at a time!

Dr. Alan J. Ingram is superintendent of schools.
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We’re off to a good start in 2010-11

DR.ALAN J. INGRAM

BY RICH FAHEY

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Alan J. Ingram
has made overhauling and improving the district�s
English language learners (ELL) program a top
priority. Much of the task is falling to Dr. Delia
Bello-Davila, who took over as the director of the
ELL program in September.

The reorganization of the department was
sparked by a report from the state Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education on results
from testing done in the 2008-09 school year
summarizing the academic performance of ELL
students, who comprise about 24 percent of
district students. 

The state found that students did not, for more
than two consecutive years, meet targets for
progress towards English proficiency, attainment
of English proficiency or the targets in
mathematics or English Language Arts (ELA).

That led to a study conducted in conjunction
with the Center for Collaborative Education,
which identified strategies to meet the state
recommendations.

Bello-Davila said the  reorganization plan
presented to the School Committee would address
all 24 recommendations in the status report from the state,
grouped into seven areas:

� District context and leadership;
� Identification of ELL students;
� Program participation;
� Annual assessments of student progress;
� Reclassification and transition to core curriculum;
� Qualifications and professional development;
� Family engagement.

Bello-Davila said while all seven areas are equally
important, getting families involved is crucial. �You won�t get
anywhere unless you include the parents,� she said. 

In a letter to parents and guardians last February, Dr. Ingram
vowed to improve the academic performance of ELL students
and asked for parents� help in the task.

�You can help us by sending your children to school
regularly, making sure they do their homework, reading to
your children and letting them read to you, and by getting
involved in your child�s school life,� he wrote.

Bello-Davila has 25 years� experience as an
educator and administrator in Connecticut in the
field of bilingual education, as a principal and
turnaround specialist for troubled schools, and,
most recently, as chief operating officer of  Our
Piece of the Pie, Inc., a Hartford-based youth
development agency that helps urban young
people, ages 14-24, become successful adults, by
collaborating and partnering with schools,
colleges, community agencies and businesses to
promote independence and economic success. 

While 91 percent of Springfield�s ELL students
speak Spanish as their primary language, there
are also significant numbers of students who
speak one of several Somali dialects (3.5 percent)
or Vietnamese (2.3 percent).

Bello-Davila said an important part of
addressing ELL students� needs is studying their
culture and living situations. �Many of the Somali
students haven�t studied any language, including
their own,� she said. �Some may not have lived in
what we consider a traditional home.�

The schools are also trying to address the needs
of students from such disparate areas as the
Congo, Nepal, Liberia and Iraq.

Bello-Davila said she hopes to work with city  housing
officials and groups that aid immigrants, such as Jewish Family
Services, to form an ELL task force to address students� needs.
She said the schools must also be aware of a history of conflict
that might follow students to their new home.

�We had to make sure we didn�t put students from Bosnia
and Serbia in the same classroom,� she said.

Bello-Davila said when it come to changing the landscape
for ELL students, she wants to make sure each step she and the
district take is the right one.

Dr. Delia Bello-Davila observes students, from left, Julio Soto, Juliana Cotto and Yariany
Rodriguez and first-grade teacher Alice Morales, far right.

ELL program gets new director, direction



The Springfield Educator FFaallll 22001100  � 3 

BY JESSICA BENSON

It�s not every day that a school celebrates its 100th
anniversary. So Hilda Martinez, who has worked at the
Lincoln School for 25 of its 100 years, decided to make a
very special birthday cake.

Made into the shape of the school and surrounded with
527 cupcakes, it took her two days to bake and decorate.
But it was worth the effort when she saw how much her
students enjoyed it during the school�s big birthday
celebration this fall.

�I just wanted to have the kids so happy,� Martinez said.
�They�re eating a little piece of their school.�

�They loved the ceremony,� Principal Kristen Hughes
added. �It was a birthday party to them.�

Held on Sept. 10, the date the school opened in 1910, the
event kicked off a year-long celebration. The festivities
were attended by local dignitaries, and accompanied by a
flag which had flown over the U.S. Capitol, courtesy of
U.S. Rep. Richard Neal. Mayor Domenic Sarno brought
along a proclamation, naming Sept. 10 Lincoln School Day.

Hughes took over as principal of the North End school
just before the big party, diving right into the preparations.

�It was a lot to prepare for the ceremony,� she said. �It�s

just exciting to start my principalship at such an important
time. It�s great to be a part of that.�

Souvenirs from the party were saved for a time capsule
which will be buried at the end of the school year. Other
items for the capsule are still being collected, and may
include a cell phone and some Silly Bandz, Hughes said.

Not only will they be collecting items for the time
capsule throughout the year, but students will also be
working on research to learn more about the history of the
school and its namesake, Abraham Lincoln. Each grade will
be involved in some type of research project.

�It�s great that the kids know about the history of the
building, and how it�s connected to Abe Lincoln,� Martinez
said. 

Martinez, a paraprofessional who has become the
school�s unofficial historian, is leading the way with the
research. She uncovered all sorts of interesting tidbits about
Lincoln at the Springfield Museums. For example, she
learned that Bay State Medical Center has been the school�s
business partner from the very first day of school. The
company most recently lent a hand as the school spruced up
for its birthday celebration, re-painting and moving the
flagpole for them. They are donating the time capsule to be

buried next year, as well.
Decades ago, the hospital played a role in helping the

school deal with students suffering from tuberculosis. The
ill students were taught in open-air classrooms � even in
winter � with amazing results. Not only did the children
recover from their illnesses, but their academic scores were
higher than the students who were taught indoors, according
to what Martinez uncovered in her research.

Martinez also learned that teachers made far less money
in those days. When Lincoln first opened, female teachers
were paid only around $800 per year. Male teachers could
make nearly twice that.

Another fact hidden in the documents: Back in the 1970s,
a proposal was made to spend $100,000 to expand the
school. It never happened, and, the school could still use
some more space, Martinez said.

The only thing Martinez could not find in her research is
the existence of a time capsule from when the school was
built. She�s still hoping to discover one hidden somewhere
in the school. In the meantime, she is looking forward to
watching her students put together their own time capsule.

�I hope everything is going to be a wonderful experience
for the children,� she said.

School celebrates a century of quality education

FIVE SCORE
FOR LINCOLN
FIVE SCORE
FOR LINCOLN Students at 

Lincoln Elementary
School have 100 

reasons to celebrate.
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P U T N A MP U T N A M P R I D EP R I D E

BY BILL ABRAMSON

Gilbert Traverso is used to facing and meeting challenges in his
life. The new principal at Roger L. Putnam Vocational-Technical
High School is passionate about kids and is putting that
background to work there.

After 14 years as an administrator in
the Connecticut Department of
Education Technical High School
system, Traverso came to Putnam. In
Connecticut, he was credited with
leading school-wide reform efforts that
resulted in improved instruction,
student attendance, and teacher
accountability. He also created Career
Pathway Connections, an initiative
aimed at connecting disadvantaged
students with work-based instructional
programs. 

�This is not the first school where
I�ve worked as being part of a turnaround,� Traverso said. �In
Massachusetts, I think there�s more autonomy at the school level
than in Connecticut technical high schools where you are part of an
entire system. Responsibilities in this building are tailored to the
district�s needs. In Connecticut, the decision making is the same for
all schools across the state.�

Traverso said he prefers the system he is working in now. �This
is a great deal more rewarding, seeing results. It�s not a paint-by-
numbers,� he said. �We look at what the school and community

need and what we can do to make it work. Obviously, there are
supervisors � the school committee, zone chief, assistant
superintendent and the superintendent of schools � and I answer to
them, but they have placed a great deal of faith in my professional
ability to determine the school�s needs.�

Traverso recognizes the differences between the technical and
comprehensive schools in the city.

�Being a technical high school is different than other high
schools in the community,� he said. �We highlight the vocational
aspect as a viable option for students in the community. They can
go to college or a specific profession they�ve experienced at the
high school level.�

Traverso began his collegiate career as a political science major,
but switched  to workforce education. He has  been a licensed
electrical contractor in Connecticut for 23 years and was one of the
first Hispanic electrical contractors in the state. He wrote the
curriculum for an adult-education program to teach homeowners about
electricity after people kept asking questions on the job sites.

�I saw an opening for a job as an electrical instructor in
Connecticut,� Traverso said. �I called the principal and told him I
wanted this job. I went through the interview process and got the job.�

The learning and MCAS preparations are the same for technical
and comprehensive high schools in the state, which is recognized
as having one of the toughest standardized tests in the country.

�The results of our academic standardized tests are the same,
but, keep in mind, we study academics half of the year (and shop
the other half) and there�s more pressure to perform,� Traverso
explained. �We�re packing 180 days of standardized test

preparation into 90 days. There were some incremental advances
this year, but there�s a great deal of room for improvement and
that�s what we�re going to focus on.

�The standardized test is based on critical thinking and the
application of concepts,� he added. �What better method can you use
than hands-on? Our hands-on training lends itself to academic
standards. It�s perfect for kids. The technical aspect provides kids the
meaning for learning the material.�

BY BILL ABRAMSON

A small, foreclosed home on Tyler Street has become a
classroom for Roger L. Putnam Vocational-Technical High
School carpentry instructor David Stevens.

The city foreclosed on the property where the structure,
which was built around 1900, is located. What had first
been a store and was then converted to an 800- square-foot
home, is owned by the city, and Putnam students are busily
doing a rehab to make it a viable two-bedroom house.

�The house is in a struggling neighborhood,� Stevens
said. �The city has a backlog of foreclosed properties and
they�ve been working with private and non-profit groups to
upgrade the neighborhood.�

The carpentry program at Putnam has provided the
students, 13 each week in the alternating academic/shop
calendar.

�In vocational education, we have kids rotating one
week in academics and one week in shop, so, generally,
I�m having a full roster of 13 kids each week, just from my
shop,� Stevens explained. �There will be other shops
involved � electrical, HVAC (heating, ventilation, air
conditioning) and horticultural (landscaping).�

The project has been in the works for about a year and a
half. �We started last year at this time and immediately ran
into a foundation issue and had to shore up the entire
house. We had to shore up the old foundation because it
was being buckled by a gigantic maple tree that stood
about five feet from the house. There were roots pushing
out the mortar and making 90-degree turns within the
mortar,� Stevens said.

�That was dug up last January,� he added. �Then we
were trying to get a new foundation poured. The kids
showed a lot of guts hanging out in the cold. It was like

kids working in a cave, chopping and sawing away at that
old tree. That�s the nature of renovation and not doing new
work. You never know what you�ll find,� Stevens said.

When the class started to investigate, they realized the
foundation was compromised. To correct it, they took off
the back of the house and doubled the footprint from 300
to 600 square feet. That enabled them to add a first and
second floor for a 1200 square-foot house and raise the
second floor ceilings to the standard 7-feet, 6 inches. The
final product will be a two-bedroom home with one large
master bedroom and 1½ baths.

All of the student carpenters on this job are juniors and
seniors; some who started the project have graduated. If
they need any incentive, they just have to look at the new
Putnam High being built adjacent to the current 80-year-
old building. There are six graduates from the past two
years who are working on the school building project and
earning prevailing wages on the job. That�s incentive
enough for the current crop of students to stay focused.

�I�m hoping the lion�s share of the work will be done by
the end of this school year,� Stevens said. �In a classroom,
there�s only so much theoretical work you can do. Kids
should be able to make mistakes, fix them, and learn from
those mistakes. A punch list at the end seems to take forever
and I don�t think this will project will be any different.�

There will be fencing across the two houses on either
side of the project.

�In the end, it will be a beautiful finished product and it
will tie the next-door neighbors into the project by giving
them a continuous fence,� Stevens said.

�This is a win-win-win with no downside to it. The kids
learn, the house will go to a low-income person and the
house goes back on tax rolls.�

Putnam Principal Gilbert Traverso speaks with senior Necdalia
Garcia.

New principal has a plan for school

GILBERT TRAVERSO

Students play a role in revitalizing neighborhood

Putnam students work to renovate a house with teacher David Stevens (back row,
second from left): front row, from left, Kaitlynn Linares, Keishla Aponte, Stephanie
Rivera; back row, Alfredo Serrano, Wilfredo Santiago, Adriana Arroyo, Jonthony
Maldonado, Rafael Baez,Angel Rodriguez and William Guzman.

Johnniel Gomez, left, and Luis Espejo work on the house at 162 Tyler St.
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BY MEAGHAN CASEY

Springfield students aren�t the only ones hitting the
books this year. The Springfield Parent Academy is helping
parents gain the tools they need to move forward and fuel
their children�s success.

Springfield Public Schools partnered with more than 30
community businesses and organizations to launch the
Academy in September. 

�This initiative highlights and strengthens the
connections between family involvement and student
academic success,� said Superintendent Dr. Alan J. Ingram.
�Parents can take advantage by attending workshops to help
their children and themselves. It�s a platform for adults to
come together, communicate and recognize the difference
we can make.�

�The Springfield Parent Academy fills what has been the
missing link for hundreds of well-meaning, hard-working
parents,� said Patricia Spradley, SPS Chief of Parent and
Community Engagement. �Time and time again, we�ve
heard parents talk about their goals for themselves and their
families, but too often they�ve lacked a blueprint to help
direct them to that future. We think the Springfield Parent

Academy will be that catalyst.�
The academy�s free Core, Growth and Certification

courses are designed to motivate, empower and teach new
skills, helping families attain personal, educational and
economic goals. Core courses develop specific skills for
parents to better assist their children in the learning process.
Growth courses offer opportunities to build personal skills
and knowledge. Certification courses provide participants
with certification from an authorizing organization or
comprehensive information on a specific process.  

Fall and winter course topics include reading at home,
winning the homework battle, active parenting, bullying
prevention and intervention, nutrition, banking basics and
developing workplace readiness, among others. For each
course completed, participants earn points in the Academy�s
Recognition Program, which consists of five award levels. 

Courses are conducted at several locations throughout the
city. All parents are welcome to attend, whether their
children are enrolled in public, private or parochial school. 

To participate in a course or obtain more information,
please visit www.SpringfieldParentAcademy.com or call 
413-787-7485.

Academy gives them tools to become
partners in their children’s education

PARENTS GO BACK TO SCHOOL 
Parents listen attentively

at the launch event for
the Parent Academy.

Parent Academy families were all smiles.
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BY MEAGHAN CASEY

At M. Marcus Kiley Middle School, new transitions are
bringing hope for transformation.

The school was awarded a $2.2 million grant from the
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
(DESE) to make major improvements in academic achievement. 

Last spring, Kiley was among 35 schools statewide to be
designated a Level 4 school by the DESE. The identification of
and quick intervention in Level 4 schools was made possible
through the state�s new Education Reform law, which was
signed into law in January. The schools are eligible for federal
aid and state support to bring about dramatic improvements in
student achievement through a blend of new school designs,
better instructional support and stronger leadership.

�We are thrilled that Kiley Middle School has won this
competitive funding and we know this is the first of 10 Level 4
schools to receive grant monies to help us raise the bar for all of
our students,� said Superintendent of Schools Dr. Alan J. Ingram.

The grant will allow the district to move on several initiatives
designed to improve the instructional core at Kiley, including more
time every school day for students to study English Language Arts,
math, science and social studies. The funding will also allow the
district to introduce an innovative leadership model of co-principals. 

The system of two co-principals will strengthen the role of

the principal as instructional leader at the school, allowing
each co-principal to spend more of their time on classroom
observation, teacher consultations and team meetings. 

Though the co-principal model is new to the district, it has met
with great success in schools across the nation, Ingram said.
Kiley, under the leadership of Alyson Lingsch and Kenneth Luce,
is the only Springfield school to have co-principals this year. 

DESE awarded Kiley the competitive grant based on its 59-
page application. Its redesign initiatives are intended to reap
results as early as this school year and ultimately lead to the
complete transformation of the school within three years.

Under the redesign, Kiley teachers are being provided extra
time to meet in teams for regular discussions and problem
solving around student performance in the classroom.

Teachers are also being given more opportunities to take
advantage of workshops designed especially to help teachers
improve student achievement. Additional support is being provided
for students who are having trouble with their school work. Students
who perform below grade level are receiving yet an extra level of
support and their progress is being monitored throughout the year.

�I am extremely proud of the great work the Kiley team has
accomplished in putting together a strategic, realistic and aggressive
approach to redesigning the school,� Dr. Ingram said. �It will serve
as an excellent starting point for the district as we move forward.�

Kiley�s model for redesign will serve as a template for the
district�s other nine Level 4 schools, but each will have to carefully
customize its initiatives to its particular strengths and weaknesses.
An Office of Redesign has been created and Chief School
Redesign Officer Kate Fenton has been appointed to oversee the
coordination and implementation of each school plan. While the
Kiley redesign is specific in its approach, all of the Level 4 school
plans for redesign will contain the following platforms:

� effective leadership
� additional time for teacher collaboration
� strong instructional focus
� expanded learning time for students
� additional support for students
� increased community and family engagement opportunities
Kiley was one of 12 schools statewide selected for the first

phase of state funding. For the next three years, Massachusetts
is eligible for an estimated $76 million in federal funding.
Two-thirds of the Level 4 schools are located in Boston and
Springfield. The rest are in Fall River, Holyoke, Lawrence,
Lowell, Lynn, New Bedford and Worcester.  

Springfield�s nine other Level 4 schools have until
December to present grant application to the DESE. They
include: Zanetti, Brightwood, Chestnut, Brookings, Gerena,
Homer, Kennedy, White Street and Commerce. 

AJ Hanson gets some extra help from teacher Chris Taft. Raphael Perez learns how to make a pie chart in science class.Adalia Williams-Hoose outlines her chart.

State gives Kiley 2.2 million ways to improve

Students at M. Marcus Kiley
Middle School, from left,Adalia
Williams-Hoose, Sarah Harley, and
Lindsay Pepe work in science class.
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BY JESSICA BENSON

At first, teachers were skeptical. After all, assessment
testing is serious business. There�s no room for playing games
with electronic gadgets when so much is at stake.

�This is not something to play around with,� Sumner
Avenue Principal Lisa Bakowski recalls her teachers saying.

But it soon became clear that the remote-control-like
devices helped students with their test-taking, instead of
distracting them from it. Now, Sumner Avenue teachers and
students alike are embracing the Student Response System �
�clickers� which are used to indicate answers on tests.

�They love it,� Bakowski
said of her students. �They are
so motivated to get their hands
on any kind of electronics.�

Similar in appearance to a
remote control, the clickers
contain buttons for students to
indicate how they want to
answer each question on a test.
Another button allows them to
move on to the next question.

The devices will be used
primarily during district
assessment tests, in place of the
old �bubble sheets.�

Denise Matuszczak,
administrator of assessment,
research and accountability for
the school system, is also
getting positive feedback from
other schools which have tried
the devices. Students describe
the clickers with words such as
�awesome� and �cool.�

�It has been very well
received,� Matuszczak said. �They just love the technology.
They�re just really excited about using them.�

And with the pressure on to improve test scores, getting
kids excited about taking tests can only help. �That�s a step in
the right direction,� Matuszczak said.

At Sumner Avenue, Bakowski said students have found the
devices easy to use, since many of them are already
comfortable with electronics. Approximately 60 percent of
students are already texting, so it wasn�t a big jump for them.
�It�s their world,� she said.

The clickers were purchased using carry-over funds from
last year, including Title I money. Made by e-Instruction, the
devices are used by millions of students in 400,000

classrooms nationwide.
Most schools in Springfield will receive three bags

containing 32 clickers each. Teachers will be expected to
share the clickers, rotating them as testing is conducted in
classrooms. The package includes the software that goes with
the devices, allowing teachers to print reports for individual
students, or to create their own quizzes and tests.

The best part is that teachers get immediate feedback about
how their students are doing. Even while the test is underway,
a teacher can see if several students are stuck on the same
question, for example. Teachers can then tailor their

classrooms lessons to the
needs of their students,
beginning immediately.

It�s a far cry from the old
�bubble� tests, which took
much longer to provide
teachers with results. Those
test sheets had to be packaged,
sent to a central location,
graded, then sent back to the
teacher. It could take days or
even weeks for a teacher to
know how the students had
performed.

Bakowski, a self-described
�techie geek,� jumped at the
chance to do things
differently.

�The way we do school is a
bit archaic sometimes,�
Bakowski said. �We need to
keep up with the times.�

The big test for the system
is happening this fall, during
the first of this year�s

assessment tests. Sumner Avenue and the Kensington Avenue
School are debuting the clickers; Sumner used them for mock
tests last year.

Meanwhile, teachers are being trained in the system, so that
when all schools are ready to use them later in the year, they
will be able to make the most out of them. Teachers are
already asking her how to make their own tests using the
system, Bakowski said.

Bakowski recalls her teachers� reactions to another added
benefit: no more long hours spent grading tests at night and
on weekends.

�Their eyes lit up,� she said. �They�re excited about it.�

Springfield Public Schools will receive $3,889,500 a year for the
next three years in federal funding from the U.S. Department of
Education under its Magnet Schools Assistance Program. U.S. Sen.
John F. Kerry and Congressman Richard E. Neal announced the
good news last month.

The Magnet Schools Assistance Program helps strengthen
students' knowledge and confidence in core academic subjects and
with marketable vocational skills.

Kerry has long been a supporter of Springfield�s magnet school
program. Earlier this year he wrote a letter to the U.S. Department
of Education in support of SPS�s grant application, and has done so
for the past 15 years.

�Springfield is working hard to help students succeed and this
latest investment is a
boost to that effort,�
said Senator Kerry.
�These programs
empower kids from
historically
underserved areas to
be more competitive in
the job market once
they graduate.�

�This significant
investment in the
Springfield Public
Schools will promote
diversity and help our
students learn and
grow. As a former teacher, I believe we must promote innovative
education reforms that will help students increase their academic
performance. That is the goal of this program and the beneficiaries
will be the students who attend the magnet schools at both Sci Tech
and Van Sickle,� said Congressman Neal.

�This is great news. We are thrilled that the U.S. Department of
Education has again honored our efforts to create visionary, student-
centered, theme-driven magnet school programming as a viable
choice available to all of students. By augmenting 21st Century
Global Communication skills with the Arts, advanced STEM
education and Expeditionary Learning, we will be able to offer an
array of choices to Springfield families unparalleled in Western
Massachusetts,� said Springfield Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Alan J. Ingram.

Since 1995, Springfield has received six consecutive three-year
grants, totaling more than $40 million, to fund its Magnet schools.

The following schools, and their proposed themes, will utilize the
funding:

� Springfield Central High School (Advanced Studies and the
Arts);

� Springfield High School of Science and Technology (STEM
Academies and 21st Century Communications);

� Van Sickle Middle School (Middle Years International
Baccalaureate Program and 21st Century Global
Communications); and 

� STEM Middle Academy (STEM and Expeditionary Learning).
Approximately 4,600 Springfield students will benefit from the

program. 

Springfield
schools receive
$12 million 
to strengthen 
job skills

Teacher Maureen Posner shows Kiana Torres how to use
the Student Response System clicker.

Answer is a click away

Students at Sumner Avenue
find the remote-control-like
Student Response System
clickers easy to use.

�
�

This significant
investment in the

Springfield
Public Schools
will promote

diversity and help
our students

learn and grow
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BY JESSICA BENSON

Music is filling the halls of Kiley Middle
School for the first time in more than 10 years.

The school has brought back its band, which
had fallen victim to budget cuts years ago.

�The principals made the decision that this was
important to their students,� said Julie Jaron, the
district�s director of visual and performing arts.
�It�s really going to serve our students well.�

Other schools are also trying to bring back
music programs that also had been eliminated
or downsized by budget cuts. The Gerena
Community School went from having a part-
time band teacher last year to having two full-
time teachers this year. Principal Diane Gagnon
saw the positive things a music program could
provide while at the Lincoln School, where she
had been principal before coming to Gerena, so
she decided to bring music with her when she
transferred to a new school.

�That�s the same opportunity I want to give
students here, the joy of music,� she said. �It

makes your school a whole other place. It
brings out the best in all of us.�

By exposing children to musical instruments,
there is always a chance that hidden talents will
be uncovered, she added. �It was an
opportunity to shine in a different area,�
Gagnon said. �It�s just a new venue.�

Jaron pointed out that some students might
stay out of trouble if they are given an outlet.

�It gives the kids something to do after
school,� she said. �It allows the students to
express themselves more fully.�

The newly expanded music programs are
generating a tremendous amount of interest.
Recently, 150 students signed up to try out for
the band at Gerena. The band will likely be
limited to the older students in the beginning.
Younger students will still have the chance to
learn an instrument, however. Children will be
started off with the recorder.

At Kiley, students are learning music theory
as well as performance. Instruments and choral
programs are now available. It has been at least

10 years since the school has had a music
program, Jaron said.

The program at Kiley means that two middle
schools now have bands. That gives the three
high school bands more budding musicians to
choose from, Jaron noted. The city�s alternative
schools are ramping up their musical offerings.
The Renaissance School has just added a violin
program, in partnership with the Community
Music School, a nonprofit arts education
institution. Violin classes are available for all
30 of the sixth- and seventh-graders who
expressed an interest in learning the instrument.

�We didn�t turn anyone away,� said
Renaissance Principal Stephen Mahoney, who
wanted to bolster his school�s music offerings. 

As much as she understands the pressure to
focus on academic performance, Jaron said she
plans to continue to try to convince others that it�s
a good idea to bring music back into the schools.

�I�m constantly advocating with anyone who
will listen,� she said. �I�m always having the
conversation.�

strike up the
BAND

Springfield school halls are alive with the sound of music

Music teacher Taryn
Smith initiates a lesson
on rhythm.

Marielis Colon, left, and Joseph Vasquez, right and below, know that practice makes perfect.

Jareed Ramirez
tries out a variety
of instruments.

Kiel Williams,
front, and
Emmanuel Ortiz
Jr. get lost in the
music.
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHTALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

BY JESSICA BENSON

Every one of last year�s graduates from
the Renaissance School got into college.

Even better, all but three are currently
enrolled in school, said Renaissance
Principal Stephen Mahoney.

The accomplishment is one Mahoney
expected all along. After all, this is the
school where the phone is always answered
with the message, �where all students are
college-bound.�

�We knew if we did A, B and C we would
get the college acceptances,� Mahoney said.
�We feel really good about it.�

Mahoney is especially proud of last
year�s graduating class, the first group of
graduates who attended all four years of
high school at Renaissance. But he expects
this year�s seniors to match what the Class
of 2010 was able to accomplish.

�It�s their responsibility to prove we�re
not a one-hit wonder,� he said. �We�re
confident we�ll be just as successful.�

Of the 78 graduates last year, 73 are now
attending college classes, most at four-year
schools. Two students are enrolled, but
waiting to start until the spring semester
due to financial concerns. Only three of the
2010 graduates are not enrolled in college
right now, though one has plans to start
later in the year and another is joining the
military.

The grads got into colleges such as Tufts,
Providence, Springfield College and
UMass. Nearly all opted to stay close to
home, and some are still living at home
while attending classes.

Getting everyone into college was not
easy. Not only did the students need to have

the academic performance, but they also
needed help from teachers and guidance
counselors with filling out the applications
and financial-aid forms.

And the work doesn�t end with the letters
of acceptance. Now Mahoney wants to try
to help each student finish college as well.
To that end, a Facebook page is being set
up to keep in touch with all of the
graduates, in hopes of supporting them as
they continue their education.

After all, helping every student to
continue on and obtain a college education
is the main goal of the Renaissance School.
The magnet school opened in 2006 with
only 200 students, and has since grown to
670 students this year.

Renaissance uses an �expeditionary
model� of teaching, revolving lessons
around out-of-school expeditions. The idea
is to tie classroom instruction into real-life
experiences.

To graduate from the school, students
must submit a senior portfolio of their
work. They are also required to send in at
least one application to a four-year college.

With 100 percent of last year�s graduates
getting into college, the school is getting
results from its unique and unusual
approach. These results will help them keep
their pilot school status, granted last year
by the School Committee. As a pilot school,
Renaissance has some autonomy to try new
things, such as adopting a different
schedule than the rest of the school district.

Last year, Renaissance received a
regional award from the Nellie Mae
Foundation. This year, they are up for a
national award from Magnet Schools of
America.

Stafford attended Glenwood Elementary
School, Chestnut Middle School and Central
High before being accepted at Duke, one of the
nation�s most prestigious private universities.

�I was definitely confident going in, but it
was a challenge, and I had to rise up to meet
it,� he said. �It took a lot of time � a lot of time
� before I was comfortable.�

Leaving home for the first time and mixing
with people from all over
the world was a positive
experience in the end. �It
actually taught me a lot of
about the world,� he said.

Now Stafford is
interning with the Federal
Reserve Bank of Boston,
working on a bank project
with  the Community
Foundation of Western
Massachusetts in
Springfield.

The Federal Reserve�s
Springfield Project is an initiative that is
analyzing  the city�s economic situation with an
eye towards lifting impoverished
neighborhoods. 

Drawing upon its analytical capabilities, its
experience working with community
organizations and earlier research on poverty in
Springfield, the bank is trying to develop
strategies that will enable Springfield residents,
particularly those living in impoverished
neighborhoods in and near downtown, to
participate more fully in the Springfield
economy and the revitalization process.

A paper written by the bank �
�Reinvigorating Springfield�s Economy:

Lessons from Resurgent Cities� � analyzed  the
economic-development approaches of other
mid-sized manufacturing-oriented cities during
the past half century. 

From among a comparison group of 25
municipalities that were similar to Springfield
in 1960, the study identified 10 �resurgent
cities� that have made substantial progress in
improving living standards for their residents,
and that are recognized as vital communities in

a broader sense by experts
on urban economic
development and policy.

Stafford is helping
Springfield community
leaders make arrangements
to travel to Greensboro and
Winston-Salem, N.C. , so-
called �resurgent cities,�
which may have ideas and
strategies that would allow
Springfield to boost its
economy. The trip is also
designed to have city

leaders network and  build stronger relationships.
An avid reader, Stafford only took one

economics course in high school before realizing
it was something he�d enjoy exploring. He said
his Springfield teachers encouraged him.

�They all inspired me in their own way; they
all were supportive,� he said.

He also receives strong support from
parents, Alfred and Elisia, older brother Nick
Stafford, who was a star basketball player at
Worcester Academy before going on to play at
the University of Dayton, and sister Chelsea,
who attends UMass-Dartmouth.

For now, Stafford is hoping his four-month
internship at the Federal Reserve is extended.  

Members of the first Renaissance graduating
class, from left, Henry Alston and Arbellio
Ramos. PHOTO: REBA M. SALDANHA

Central High and Duke
alumnus is all business

Renaissance sends
all grads to college 

Springfield Renaissance School's 2010 seniors
Rosabla Jimenez, right, and Patrick Mitchell.

�
�

I was 
definitely

confident going
in, but it was 

a challenge, and 
I had to rise 
up to meet 

it.

ALUMNUS: from Page 1

Chris Stafford is hoping to
go to grad school next year.
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHTSTUDENT SPOTLIGHT

BY MEAGHAN CASEY

On Aug. 27, all eyes were on Gov. Deval
Patrick as he addressed more than 3,000
Springfield Public Schools teachers,
principals, administrators and staff at a
convocation ceremony to celebrate the start
of another year of teaching and learning. 

Yet, in the midst of such a headliner, it was
eighth-grader William Nardi�s moment to shine.
Nardi, a student at Van Sickle Middle School,
emceed the event, which was held at the
MassMutual Center. Other speakers included
Mayor Domenic J. Sarno; Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Alan J. Ingram; Norman Roldan,
vice chairman of the School Committee;
Springfield Education Association President
Timothy Collins; Suzanne DeFranco, president
of Springfield Federation of Paraprofessionals;
and Springfield Renaissance School Principal
Stephen Mahoney. The event also included
performances by the Central High School Band

and the Children�s Chorus of Springfield. 
�I was really shocked and honored when I

was asked to be the emcee,� said Nardi. �I
started to realize it would be a schmoozer�s
dream.�

In the past, Nardi has spoken at School
Committee meetings and once sang at the
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame.
But this was a whole new ball game.

�I was pretty nervous, but definitely
excited to get up there,� he said. 

�It was fun for me to watch,� said
William�s father, Alfonso Nardi. �He�s
spoken in public before, but never in front of
3,000 teachers.�

Nardi also enjoyed some valuable one-on-
one time backstage with the governor.

�It was such an honor to meet him,� said
Nardi.

Born and raised in Springfield, Nardi
attended Samuel Bowles Elementary School

before entering Van Sickle. He plans to join
the chess club and enjoys singing, acting and
directing. He also has quite a knack for
electronics and an interest in the sciences.
Last year, his award-winning science fair
project examined the volume and brightness
of television commercials. He has also built a
computer from scratch � no small feat for a
13-year-old.

Nardi�s future goals include earning his
college degree and becoming a military
defense engineer. His top choice in schools,
at the moment, is the University of Notre
Dame. 

Whatever the future holds for Nardi, he
feels well prepared. �I�m in a school with
wonderful resources, teachers, students and a
principal that everyone respects,� he said.
�I�ve been given a lot of opportunities that
have gotten me ready for high school and
even college.�

BY RICH FAHEY

The world is getting smaller every day, and the students of today
are truly citizens of the world.

So when three teachers at Van Sickle
Middle School � one of three Springfield
schools involved in the prestigious
International Baccalaureate program � had
the chance to journey to China last July, they
jumped at it. The trip gave them a new
perspective and outlook on the world�s most
populous country, with more than 1.3 billion
people and counting.

Three Van Sickle teachers paid their way to
be part of the tour of 30 IB teachers from
across the U.S. � Mary Jo Ruppert,
instructional technology and engineering;
Christine Methe, world geography; and
English teacher Joanne Bandeian. They visited
three of China�s largest cities � Beijing,
Shanghai and Xian � on the 10-day trip.

Van Sickle first became a candidate for IB
certification in 2001 and became certified in
April 2008. Springfield students can begin the
program at the Kensington Avenue Magnet
School, continue at Van Sickle and eventually
receive their IB diploma from the High
School of Commerce.

There are more than 874,000 IB students at
3,065 schools in 139 countries in the
program, which is designed to foster
academic excellence and international
awareness

As economic and cultural ties with China have continued to
expand, so has tourism.

Trade between the two countries totaled $366 billion in 2009
and the Chinese government � which for many years

discouraged visitors � is opening its doors in a big way.
One of the most striking aspects is the progress China has

made is in modernization, especially in the cities. Ruppert noted

that about 85 percent of Shanghai, a city of 17 million people
with a booming economy, has been modernized. Homes that
didn�t have indoor plumbing 20 years ago now have televisions.

The group visited major attractions and cultural areas as well

as two Chinese schools. Because the schools were out of
session, they weren�t able to see students being instructed but
Methe was particularly impressed with the facilities, the use of

art and the technology available.
�The schools we visited had wonderful

resources,� she said.
She noted that Chinese students face

intense competition for slots in the best
schools. In 2007, for example, a record 10
million students throughout China took the
national college entrance test, competing for
5.7 million university slots.

The pollution that has plagued China in the
past due to unchecked industrial growth  has
been lessened as the country has reduced its
dependence on coal-fired power plants.

One of the strategies used to combat the
pollution is the planting of millions of trees
in industrial areas.

�The roads coming into Beijing look like
one long nursery,� said Methe. �It is beautiful.�

Methe said she received a warm welcome
from all the Chinese, but especially the children.
Everywhere she went, she said, the children
couldn�t wait to try out their English skills on
her. �It was very easy to communicate,� she said.

The group also had chances to go out on
their own, although Chinese officials
cautioned them that they should be careful
in big cities. Tour guides were friendly and
knowledgeable.

There were subtle reminders of the
difference in freedom enjoyed by Americans

and the Chinese. Tiananmen Square, the site of the 1989
protests that were violently put down, is still closed to all
visitors after 10 p.m. �No one � Chinese or visitors � is
allowed to enter after that hour,� Methe said.

From left, Mary Jo Ruppert, Joann Bandeian, and Christine Methe had a great experience in China.

Nardi shares center stage with Gov. Patrick  

IT�S A SMALL WORLD AFTER ALL
Van Sickle teachers learn lessons in China

WILLIAM NARDI
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Roni Gold, a fifth-grade teacher at
RReebbeeccccaa MM.. JJoohhnnssoonn SScchhooooll,, was
recently awarded the $25,000 Milken
Family Foundation National Educator
Award, becoming one of 55 in the coun-
try and the only one in Massachusetts
to receive the honor this year. Gold was
taken totally by surprise when he was
given the award by Superintendent Dr.
Alan J. Ingram, Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education
Commissioner Mitchell D. Chester and
Thomas C. Boysen, board member for
the Milken Foundation, in front of the
entire school.

The Community Service Learning Team
at FFrreeeeddmmaann SScchhooooll has completed its
Outdoor Learning Park, which includes
a fitness cluster and swing set. The
park was made possible through school
fundraisers and a generous donation
from Baystate Health Systems.

SSuummnneerr AAvveennuuee SScchhooooll is in its second
year of working with the YMCA of
Greater Springfield to teach third-
grade students how to swim. Free
transportation and swimming lessons
are provided once a week for 10 weeks.

Students at VVaann SSiicckkllee MMiiddddllee SScchhooooll cel-
ebrated the opening of their newly refur-
bished computer laboratory filled with
30 new Dell computers at a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony last spring. The new PCs,
which replaced 10-year old devices the
students had been using, were pur-
chased with the help of a $25,000 dona-
tion from Baystate Health Systems. 

Ten smart and lucky DDuuggggaann MMiiddddllee
SScchhooooll students were recently reward-
ed with new laptops for their improved
performance in the math and English
Language Arts on the spring 2010
MCAS.  Students whose performance
on the MCAS increased two levels
were eligible for the laptop drawing.

The laptops were a donation provided
by John Sullivan, a former Duggan
School student. 

The Commission on Public Secondary
Schools commended CCeennttrraall HHiigghh
SScchhooooll for technology upgrades,
ongoing efforts to keep class size to
a minimum and effective use of the
homeroom period.

Central High School teacher Joshua
Rice was a semi-finalist for the Mass.
Teacher of the Year Award, presented
annually by the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education.
The purpose behind the Teacher of the
Year program is to select a teacher
who will represent the positive contri-
butions of teachers across the
Commonwealth and engage in public-
speaking opportunities that energize
and promote the teaching profession.

Naomi Volain, a science teacher at
Central High, has been awarded the
2010 Massachusetts Association of
Science Teachers exemplary teaching
award. 

The association bestows the award annu-
ally on science teachers who play an
active leadership role in promoting and
advancing science education. Volain has
taught science at Central High School
for 13 years covering all levels of biolo-
gy, ecology and physical science. Her
current classes include Advanced
Placement (AP) Environmental Science,
Pre-AP Biology, and Botany.

The HHiigghh SScchhooooll ooff CCoommmmeerrccee is 
celebrating 100 years of education this
year. The school will host a “100
Volunteers Recruitment” event Nov. 16
from 4-6 p.m. at Adolfo’s Restaurant in
Springfield. A grand celebration is also
being planned for Nov. 30 at the school.

Julia St. Martin, a 10th-grade English
teacher at the SSpprriinnggffiieelldd RReennaaiissssaannccee
SScchhooooll, represented the school district
as a participant in the Teacher Town

Hall forum, a national broadcast that
aired in September. St. Martin was
among hundreds of teachers who gath-
ered in New York’s Rockefeller Plaza to
discuss the issues confronting teachers
in classrooms across America. Brian
Williams, anchor and managing editor
of NBC Nightly News, moderated the
two-hour discussion. 

Marisa Mendonsa Vanasse, a high
school social studies teacher at
Renaissance, has been awarded the
2010 New England Conference on
Multicultural Education Educator of the
Year Award. In announcing its selection
of Vanasse for the annual award, the
NECME cited her ability to bring to life
the bold, exciting, and everyday chal-
lenges posed by history; and said
Vanasse encourages students to think
differently about history by developing
a different level of awareness and
opening up their minds to new and dif-
ferent perspectives.

With a grant from the Mass Math +
Science Initiative (MMSI), SSpprriinnggffiieelldd
CCeennttrraall HHiigghh SScchhooooll,, the SSpprriinnggffiieelldd
RReennaaiissssaannccee SScchhooooll and the SSpprriinnggffiieelldd
HHiigghh SScchhooooll ooff SScciieennccee aanndd TTeecchhnnoollooggyy
achieved a nearly 50- percent increase
in qualifying scores on math, science
and English AP exams over two years –
from 78 to 126. The program is
designed to prepare students for college
and career success in science, technolo-
gy, engineering and mathematics. 

Project Coach, a collaborative between
Smith College and SSpprriinnggffiieelldd PPuubblliicc
SScchhoooollss, is off to a successful start this

year. The program uses sports to
engage, connect and empower youth.
Under the program, middle and high
school students coach elementary stu-
dents in soccer and basketball. This
year, select students from all of the
high schools and Chestnut Accelerated
Middle School are coaching students
from Gerena, Brightwood and Lincoln
elementary schools.

Parents and students will have an easier,
more convenient way to participate in
the annual high school choice process
this year as the district introduces an
online application for the first time. The
online application is accessible from a
new link on the Springfield Public
Schools web site at www.sps.
springfield.ma.us/Parents/default.asp

The AAssssoocciiaattiioonn ooff SScchhooooll BBuussiinneessss
OOffffiicciiaallss IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall ((AASSBBOO)) has
awarded Springfield Public Schools the
Meritorious Budget Award for excel-
lence in the preparation and presenta-
tion of its 2010-11 budget. This is the
first time SPS has received such an

award and joins Needham as the only
other Massachusetts municipality to
have received the honor. 

SSuuppeerriinntteennddeenntt ooff SScchhoooollss DDrr..  AAllaann JJ..
IInnggrraamm joined Mayor Domenic J. Sarno
and Springfield School Committee Vice
Chairman Norman Roldan in proclaiming
October College Awareness Month in
Springfield during a City Hall ceremony
on Oct. 1. College Awareness Month
builds upon pre-existing events that take
place in October, such as the adminis-
tration of the Preliminary Scholastic
Aptitude Test (PSAT) and local college
fairs, to spread the message of college
awareness throughout the district.

A summer learning partnership between
SPS and BBuuiillddiinngg EEdduuccaatteedd LLeeaaddeerrss
ffoorr LLiiffee (BELL) resulted in students’
gaining an average of 9.4 months of
grade-equivalent reading skills and 5.4
months of grade-equivalent math skills.
The 6-week summer program included
guest speakers and field trips every
Friday. BELL served 860 students in
grades 3-6 ands grade 9.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

SPRINGFIELD

MIDDLE SCHOOLS

HIGH SCHOOLS

DISTRICTWIDE

Duncan was joined by Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Alan J. Ingram; Lt. Gov. Timothy P.
Murray; Mitchell D. Chester, commissioner of
the state Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education; and other top state
education officials.

The timing of the visit aligned with the
announcement that Massachusetts was awarded
funding as part of the Obama administration�s $4.35
billion Race to the Top program, an unprecedented
federal investment in reform. The program includes
$4 billion for statewide reform grants and $350
million to support states working together to
improve the quality of their assessments. 

The Race to the Top competition rewards states
that are leading the way in comprehensive, coherent,
statewide education reform across four key areas: 
� adopting standards and assessments that

prepare students to succeed in college and the
workplace; 

� building data systems that measure student
growth and success, and inform teachers and
principals how to improve instruction; 

� recruiting, developing, rewarding, and
retaining effective teachers and principals,
especially where they are needed most; and 

� turning around their lowest-performing schools.

A total of 46 states and the District of
Columbia put together comprehensive education
reform plans to apply for Race to the Top in
Phases 1 and 2. In the first round of competition,
Delaware and Tennessee won grants based on
their comprehensive plans to reform their schools
and the statewide support for those plans. In
August, Massachusetts and nine other applicants
were awarded grants in the second phase. The
others included the District of Columbia, Florida,
Georgia, Hawaii, Maryland, New York, North
Carolina, Ohio and Rhode Island. 

�These states show what is possible when
adults come together to do the right thing for
children,� said Duncan. �Every state that applied
showed a tremendous amount of leadership and a
bold commitment to education reform. The
creativity and innovation in each of these
applications is breathtaking. We set a high bar
and these states met the challenge.�

Massachusetts was the top contender of the
Phase 2 grantees, scoring 6.2 points higher than
second-seed New York and 30.2 points higher
than tenth-place finisher Ohio. 

�Please give yourselves a hand,� said Duncan,
�for the courage it took and the hard work. All of
you collectively did just an amazing job and the
outcome couldn�t have been more impressive.
Thank you for what you have done and, more

importantly, what you will do for the children of
Massachusetts and the children of this nation.� 

In the Pioneer Valley, 39 communities received
funding. Of the top four, Springfield received the
largest amount, $13.7 million. Holyoke was
awarded $4.9 million, Chicopee was granted $1.8
million and West Springfield received $799,663.

�The real progress forward depends on our
effective and strategic stewardship of these
resources,� said Ingram. �Among innovative
ways the school district is planning to spend the

money include extended school days, after-school
programs, and the development of a special corps
of teachers assigned to low-performing schools.�

In addition to Race to the Top funding,
Massachusetts was awarded $204 million in
federal funds to preserve 2,700 teachers� jobs,
including nearly $5.3 million for Springfield. The
district will also benefit from the Teacher
Incentive Fund, a 5-year, $26.8 million grant to
be shared by Springfield and Boston to help
retain and attract educators in Level 4 schools.

Springfield races to top
RACE: from Page 1

U.S. Education Secretary Arne Duncan visited Springfield on Aug. 30 to highlight the state�s award
of $250 million in federal education funding, including $13.7 million for Springfield.

Students celebrated
College Awareness
Month in October.



BY RICH FAHEY

Springfield students put their hearts � and
soles � into a public art project that enlivened
the downtown area for several months.

�Arts and Soles� was sponsored by Springfield
Business Improvement District, the Greater
Springfield-UMass Partnership and TSM Design.

On June 8, Springfield community leaders and
artists welcomed the arrival of 20 five-foot-tall
basketball sneakers � playing on the city�s
strong connection to the sport � that were
installed around downtown Springfield once
they were decorated. 

The huge fiberglass footwear served as
canvases for artists chosen through the public art
project to answer the question, �What Makes
Springfield Great?� 

Among those artists were a crew representing
Springfield Public Schools. Forest Park art
teacher Mary Wroblewski led the way, aided by
Forest Park students Tessa and Keera Godbout,
Alex Aberdale and Zachery Holland from the
Renaissance School, and Holyoke elementary
school students Aleks Kucinski and Gregory
Kucinski.

The sneakers were unveiled during the annual
Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame enshrinement
ceremonies in August. Proceeds will go to a fund
at the Community Foundation of Western
Massachusetts to support youth and adult artists
who create public art. 

Boston had a similar public art project with
cod fish, and Chicago had one with bears. Nancy
Urbschat of TSM Design first  proposed the
project about 21 months ago and showed it to
Maryann Lombardi, director of creative
economy at UMass Amherst, and Donald
Courtemanche, executive director of the
Business Improvement District, about nine
months ago. The trio got the ball rolling on the
project.

Wroblewski said her students were proud that
their sneaker  � �Education Moves Mountains�
� was on display in Morgan Square at Main

and Taylor streets until the auction. The sneaker
included a symbol for each of the various
disciplines studied in school.

The project was originally designed by
students as wall murals in the entranceway to the
school.

Wroblewski said the students were devoted to
the project and worked long hours on it.

�They came in for three hours each day for
three weeks during the summer to work on it,�
she said.

The sneakers weren�t the only piece of public
art unveiled last summer � or the only one that

involved a Springfield student.
Public art also came to the Mason Square

neighborhood of Springfield in a big way in
August, and a Springfield student played a part
in it. A monument has been erected on the site of
the first basketball game played by Dr. James
Naismith and his students on Dec. 21, 1891, in a
YMCA gymnasium on State and Sherman
streets in Mason Square. The site � close to
three Springfield public schools � is now a
McDonald�s restaurant.

Community activist and videographer Aaron
Williams spearheaded a drive to mark the spot

by erecting public art in the area as a way of
revitalizing Mason Square. The final concept
was to create two brass statues, one seven-feet in
height, of a player from 1891 passing a
basketball to a youth of today from Mason
Square to symbolically mark the game�s
beginning, its impact today, and the future
impact of basketball on the world stage. 

The display also includes four glass panels
surrounding the sculptures that are being lit up at
night and are etched with historical information,
including the story of the first game and the
significance of the Mason Square location.
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BY JESSICA BENSON

Five years ago, the School Department�s
food-service program was losing money.

Enter Sodexo, an international food-
management company. Soon, the program was
turning a profit.

Today, more students are eating breakfast
and lunch prepared in school cafeterias. The
program now turns a profit, which is currently
being used to upgrade the equipment in school
kitchens.

Springfield Public Schools Food Service
Director Tim Gray credits the school department�s
partnership with Sodexo for the turnaround.

�Since Sodexo has been on board, they�ve
turned it from a deficit to a profit,� he said. 

The partnership isn�t only about what
happens in the school lunchroom. Mark
Jeffrey of Sodexo said the company is
committed to Springfield, both in and out of
the cafeteria.

�It goes far beyond the school day,� he said.
�Sodexo is committed to supporting the
community.�

One of the ways the company shows its support
for students and their families is through its
backpacker program. Funded through the
generosity of Sodexo employees, the program
targets students whose families may be in need of
assistance. Children selected for the program are
given a backpack full of non-perishable food to
take home over the weekend. On Monday
morning, the participants then bring the empty
pack back to school.

Some students are only on the program for a
few weeks, while others have been participating
since the beginning. Sodexo employees send
out an average of 100 backpacks every
weekend, Jeffrey said.

Sodexo hosted an annual back-to-school
celebration, which was attended by 5,000
people. At the event in August, resources were
made available to parents, and backpacks full
of school supplies were given out to students.

This year, Sodexo is also trying out some
new programs. With funding from a $220,000
grant from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Sodexo will be helping introduce

students to new fruits and vegetables. Three
times a week, a new fruit or veggie will be
delivered right to the classrooms so students
can sample it.

Diane Gagnon, principal of the German
Gerena Community School, one of seven
schools participating in the program, said she is
excited about the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable
Program. She�s hoping to couple it with other
health-related programs, touching on issues
such as exercise and gardening.

Many of the fresh vegetables are likely to
come from local farms, since Sodexo is
simultaneously ramping up its Farm to School
initiative. The idea is to buy produce directly
from farms nearby, such as the 300-acre Joe
Czajkowski Farm in Hadley. More farms are
expected to be added to the program as
Sodexo expands it this year.

The fresh ingredients have been a hit with
students. That, and the wider selection of food,
have more and more students heading to the
lunch line at school every day. �Sodexo has been
an excellent partner,� Gray said.

First grader Nathaniel Rosario grabs an apple
during lunch.

Food for thought: Sodexo is a valuable partner 

ART &
SOLE

Huge sneakers were 
displayed throughout

Springfield to 
commemorate the city’s long
history with basketball. One

of the sneakers was
designed by Springfield 

students, including Keera
Godbout and Tessa Godbout

of Forest Park Middle School
and Alex Aberdale and
Zachery Holland of the

Renaissance School, with help
from Forest Park 

paraprofessional Sue Wood.



November 
9 Tuesday Superintendent�s Parent Roundtable
11 Thursday Schools closed � Veteran�s Day
18 Thursday High School Information Night

Principal for a Day
24-26 Wed-Fri Schools closed for 

Thanksgiving vacation
29 Monday Schools reopen

December 
1 Wednesday Report card distribution
22 Wednesday Last day before holiday vacation;

dismissal covered by bulletin.
January
3 Monday Schools reopen
17 Monday Schools closed � MLK Jr. Day

February 
4 Friday Report card distribution
21-25 Mon-Fri Schools close for mid-winter 

vacation
28 Monday Schools reopen

March
21 Monday Spring sports begin

April 
5 Tuesday Superintendent�s Parent Roundtable
15 Friday Report card distribution
18-22 Mon-Fri Schools close for spring vacation
25 Monday Schools reopen

May 
30 Monday Schools closed � Memorial Day

June
6 Monday Renaissance graduation
7 Tuesday Putnam graduation
8 Wednesday SAFE graduation
9 Thursday Central graduation
13 Monday HS of Science & Tech. graduation
14 Tuesday Commerce graduation
17 Friday End of school year; dismissal 

covered by bulletin.
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SPRINGFIELD SCHOOLS

Balliet
Gwen Page, Principal
52 Rosewell St., 01109
413-787-7446

Beal
Linda Fenlason, Principal
285 Tiffany St., 01108
413-787-7544

Boland
Thomas O’Brien Jr., Principal
426 Armory St., 01104
413-750-2511

Bowles
Thomas Mazza, Principal
24 Bowles Park, 01104
413-787-7334

Brightwood
Shalimar Colon, Principal
471 Plainfield St., 01107
413-787-7238

Brookings
Terry Powe, Principal
Hancock St., 01105
413-787-7200

Brunton
Darcia Milner, Principal
1801 Parker St., 01128
413-787-7444

DeBerry
Mary Worthy, Principal
670 Union St., 01109
413-787-7582

Dorman
Rhonda Stowell-Lewis, Principal
20 Lydia St., 01109
413-787-7554

Dryden Memorial
Diane Brouillard, Principal
190 Surrey Rd., 01118
413-787-7248

Ells
Jose Irizarry, Principal
319 Cortland St., 01109
413-787-7345

Freedman
Gloria Williams, Principal
90 Cherokee Dr., 01109
413-787-7443

Gerena
Diane Gagnon, Principal
200 Birnie Ave., 01107
413-787-7320

Glenwood
Martha Cahillane, Principal
50 Morison Terr., 01104
413-787-7527

Glickman
Martha Kelliher, Principal
120 Ashland Ave., 01119
413-750-2756

Harris
Shannon Collins, Principal
58 Hartford Terrace, 01118
413-787-7254

Homer
Kathleen Sullivan, Principal
43 Homer St., 01109
413-787-7526

Indian Orchard
Deborah Beglane, Principal
95 Milton St., 01151
413-787-7255

Johnson
Francine Pina-Council, Principal
55 Catharine St., 01109
413-787-6687

Kensington
Margaret Thompson, Principal
31 Kensington Ave., 01108
413-787-7522

Liberty
Jennifer Montano, Principal
962 Carew St., 01104
413-787-7299

Lincoln
Kristen Hughes, Principal
732 Chestnut St., 01107
413-787-7314

Lynch
Linda Wilson, Principal
315 No. Branch Pwky., 01119
413-787-7250

Milton Bradley
Beverly Brown, Principal
22 Mulberry St., 01105
413-787-7475

Pottenger
Valerie Williams, Principal
1435 Carew St., 01104
413-787-7266

Sumner Avenue
Lisa Bakowski, Principal
45 Sumner Ave., 01108
413-787-7430

Talmadge
Stefania Rascilla, Principal
1395 Allen St., 01118
413-787-7249

Walsh
John Doty, Principal
50 Empress Ct., 01129
413-787-7448

Warner
Ann Stennet, Principal
493 Parker St., 01129
413-787-7258

Washington
Deanna Suomala, Principal
141 Washington St., 01108
413-787-7551

White Street
Deborah Lantaigne, Principal
300 White St., 01108
413-787-7543

Zanetti
Tara Christian Clark, Principal
474 Armory St., 01104
413-787-7400

Chestnut
Anthony Davila, Principal
355 Plainfield St., 01107
413-750-2333

Duggan
Joelle Jenkins, Principal
1015 Wilbraham Rd., 01109
413-787-7410

Forest Park
Medina Ali, Principal
46 Oakland St., 01108
413-787-7420

Kennedy
Bonnie Osgood, Principal
1385 Berkshire Ave., 01151
413-787-7510

Kiley
Kenneth Luce, Principal
Alyson Lingsch, Principal
180 Cooley St., 01128
413-787-7240

STEM
Andrea Lewis, Principal
60 Alton St., 01109
413-787-6750

Van Sickle
Cheryl DeSpirt, Principal
1170 Carew St., 01104
413-750-2887

Central
Thaddeus Tokarz, Principal
1840 Roosevelt Ave., 01109
413-787-7085

Commerce
Paul Nycz, Principal
415 State St., 01105
413-787-7220

Putnam
Gilbert Traverso, Principal
1300 State St., 01109
413-787-7424

Renaissance
Stephen Mahoney, Principal
1170 Carew St., 01104
413-750-2929

Sci-Tech
Ira Brown, Principal
1250 State St., 01109
413-750-2000

Springfield Academy for Excellence
Alex Gillat, Executive Director
413-335-5127

Springfield Academy K-5
Lisa Pereira, Asst. Principal
34 Nye St., 01104
413-886-5100

Springfield Academy 6-8
Rhonda Jacobs, Assistant Principal
118 Alden St., 01109
413-787-7261

Springfield Academy 9-12
Walter Welch, Assistant Principal
90 Berkshire St., 01151
413-787-7036

Recovery 9-12
Michael Ellis, Assistant Principal
334 Franklin St.,
413-750-2484

Early College High School
Dwight Hall, Assistant Principal
Holyoke Community College
413-552-2176

Gateway to College
Denise Calderwood, Director
Holyoke Community College
413-552-2370

SAFE Middle 6-8
Sarita Graveline, Assistant Principal
111 Seymour Ave., 01109
413-787-7284

SAFE High School 9-12
Mary Ellen Brush, Asst. Principal
140A Wilbraham Ave., 01109
413-787-7285

Springfield Student Attendance
Resource Center
Francisco Anelo, Asst. Principal
140A Wilbraham Ave., 01109
413-552-6495

Elementary

Schools

K-8 Schools

Middle Schools

High Schools

Alternative 
SAFE schools

2010-2011 SCHOOL CALENDAR

Note: Calendar includes five days off for inclement weather. If fewer
than five days are taken, calendar will be adjusted accordingly.



coaches and officials, and money for uniforms,
equipment and travel. �About 90 percent of the
coaches will be teachers from the schools, with
the others coming from the community,� said
Martin. 

The program began with an intramural soccer
program in September, which emphasized
fundamentals and rules, and allowed coaches to
identify candidates for the teams which were to
begin play against other city middle schools in
October.

Soccer players were provided shirts, shin
guards and socks; equipment and uniform shirts
will also be provided for students in the other
sports. 

This winter, students will participate in an
intramural basketball program in December, with
interscholastic play beginning after the holidays. 

Martin said he is looking into the possibility of
staging a basketball tournament for middle-school
students such as the one held at the Springfield
YMCA two years ago. He is also looking into
having the middle-school teams play before high-
school games.

�It would give the kids some exposure while
allowing them to pick up tips watching the high
schoolers,� said Martin.

He said he was unsure at first if there would be
enough students to field both boys and girls
soccer teams from all nine middle schools this
fall, but the reaction from students, teachers and
administrators has been enthusiastic, far
exceeding his expectations.

�Our hope is this program will serve as a
feeder system for our high-school teams and
allow us to turn around some of the programs
where we lag behind the suburban schools,� he
said. 
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BY RICH FAHEY

They are athletes and coaches whose exploits have left a
lasting impression on the sporting public.

The Class of 2010 for the Springfield Public Schools High
School Athletic Hall of Fame includes 57 athletes and three
coaches. SPS Athletic Director Mike Martin said the nominations
for the hall, which can be made online at
www.spshalloffame.com, are reviewed by  a committee with
knowledge of Springfield high school sports. He credited
legendary Springfield Republican columnist Garry Brown with
being a driving force on the committee.

Martin said one of difficult parts is separating fact from
fiction when it comes time to recall who did what decades ago,
and that�s where Brown and his years of experience covering
high school sports has come in handy.

�I think sometimes people get better as they get older,�
Martin said.

Brown profiled the 2010 inductees for the Republican, noting
it includes two winners of hockey�s Bessone Award and one
winner of basketball�s Lahovich Award. The induction ceremony
will be held Nov. 20 at Springfield Central High School.

The Bessone winners, Rick Mastroianni in 1975 and Tom
Gentile in 1976, played for Classical. So did the Lahovich

winner, John King in 1983. 
Since the Hall of Fame began inducting members in 2007, it

has honored 252 athletes, 16 coaches and 14 contributors. The
honorees represent 11 decades of interscholastic sports in the city. 

Sheldon Elliott, one of this year�s inductees, ranks as one of
the few ever to win first-
team All-Western
Massachusetts honors in
three sports in the same
academic year. He did it
for Classical in 1980-81
in football, wrestling and
track. 

Two Commerce High
coaches are being

honored � Todd Kosel in football and baseball, and Gary
Mindell in boys basketball. Kosel won three high school Super
Bowls in football. Mindell, who is still active, has more than
300 victories, the most in school history. 

The other coach to be honored is the late Ed McGibney, who
coached soccer and track at Springfield Trade for 36 years.
Another Trade inductee is Buddy Williams, an All-Western
Mass. basketball player in 1966 who went on to be elected to

the Springfield City Council.
The late Bill �Sonny� Turner, a 1940 Commerce grad, led

Western Mass. in hockey scoring, and also excelled in football
and baseball. He went on to become the first coach of hockey
at American International College. 

Technical High School has the most inductees, 18, including
the late Bill and Walter �Jimmy� Lawler from the 1930s.
Brown notes that after an outstanding athletic career, Bill came
back to coach basketball and baseball at Tech while Jimmy
Lawler, who played football, basketball and baseball, was a
five-time All-City selection. 

Two Tech inductees from the �60s, Dick �Lefty� Tetrault and
Paul White, each played three sports and made All-City a total
of seven times. 

The  Hall of Fame is inducting its first Sci-Tech grad, Mark
McGee, a 1999 graduate who played on the school�s first
basketball team in 1998, and became a two-time All-Western
Mass. selection.

Robert Bontempo, a longtime golf pro at Orchards Golf
Club in South Hadley, is the only golfer in this year�s class. He
won state and Western Mass. titles at Classical in 1957. 

Tickets for the 2010 Hall of Fame induction are $35 and can
be obtained by contacting Mike Martin at 413-787-7126. 

School budget includes funding for middle school sports

Hall of Fame to induct 60 new members

Andre Hibbert,Renaissance School, left,and Justin Walsh,Van Sickle,attempt to gain control of the ball.

��
The Hall of
Fame has

inducted 282
members.
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Top photo: Douglas Tafari of  Van Sickle Middle School;
middle:Andre Hibbert of Renaissance; bottom: Silavong
Phimmasone of Van Sickle. PHOTOS: PAULA MULLER

BY RICH FAHEY

In the past few years, sports in the
Springfield middle schools have been a case
of now-you-see-them, now-you-don�t, but
Athletic Director Mike Martin is hopeful
that they are back to stay.

The budget for this school year included
$200,000 for intramural and interscholastic
play for nine middle schools, where students
will participate in soccer, basketball, softball
and track and field. All nine middle schools
� Chestnut,  Duggan,  Forest Park, Kiley,

Kennedy, Renaissance, Van Sickle, STEM
Academy and Zanetti � are participating.

In the 2008-09 school year, after a 10-year
absence, sports returned to seven middle
schools thanks to a  $20,000 challenge grant
from the Hampden Bank Foundation, but the
programs were volunteer-driven, with
teachers serving as coaches and referees.
There was no funding for middle-school
sports last year, but this year there are paid

Budget again funds athletics 

MIDDLE 
MANAGEMENT

See SPORTS Page 15

Mohamed Abbas of Renaissance School, left,
pursues Kevin Ortiz-Rivera of Van Sickle in a
game at Marshall Roy Field.


