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Lynn is known as the Shoe City. It is the home of 
Marshmallow Fluff and the birthplace of the “Golden Greek.” 

For more than a century, the Lynn Museum & Historical
Society has collected, maintained and fostered an appreciati
on of Lynn through its textiles, paintings, photographs and 
historical artifacts.

Ours is a city built on fascinating legacies — legacies that 
the Museum is determined to preserve and pass on to future 
generations. 

Thirty-seven of these legacies are featured on the following
pages: individuals, families and businesses that have made a 
significant contribution to Lynn’s history.

These legacies will be incorporated into the Museum’s 
permanent collection. But the list of legacies has only begun 
to be compiled; it is by no means complete.

But these 37 are a great beginning.
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Virginia Barton has been many things
during her life – a mother, educator,
activist – but son Gordon “Buzzy”

Barton, said the words “gentle advocate” best
describe her. “Everything she’s accomplished,
she’s accomplished with a smile on her face,” he
said. 

That includes working to change housing
practices as a member of the North Shore chapter
of the NAACP, co-founding the thriving institution
that is the Community Minority Cultural Center, or
advocating for literacy programs such as the
federal Title I program.

“She always told me I could be anything I
wanted to be,” said Buzzy, a retired Lynn
firefighter and basketball coach. “She gave me that
confidence.”

“She has always been a nurturer, a person who
inspires the best in others,” said daughter Patricia
Barton, a former Lynn middle school principal.
“She always said ‘Don’t look down on others
unless you’re helping them up.’”

The course of Virginia’s life changed when, after
a fire devastated her home in 1963, forcing the
family to temporarily split up, she had a hard time
finding new housing.

“We experienced real discrimination,” Patricia
said. “My mother tried to change things.
Sometimes progress didn’t come easily, and it took
lawsuits. She was frustrated by that.”

Virginia also had an art school scholarship
rescinded when those awarding the scholarship
learned she was an African-American.

But progress did come, and Virginia can see the
fruits of her labors.

There are now several permanent reminders of
her work, such as Barton Hall at Gordon College
or the Virginia Barton Family Resource Center in
the Lynn School Administration building.

Some of the honors she has received along the
way include the Distinguished Service Award from
the Yankee Clipper Council of the Boy Scouts of
America, the Sallie Hacker Award  from the Lynn
Museum, and the prestigious Clara Barton
Humanitarian Award from the American Red Cross
of Massachusetts Bay.

But both Patricia and Buzzy say their mother,
with all of her accomplishments, is proudest of her
family, which also includes daughters Barbara
Barton, Donna Barton,  Roberta Davis, the late
Lori Barton Holiday, adopted daughters Carol
Brown and Paulette Hartwell,  as well as
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Mother, educator,

activist and 

‘gentle advocate’

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
V I R G I N I A B A R T O N
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Jim and Bob Berk, along with their
father Bernie, grew a Lynn
hardware store founded by their

great-grandfather more than 100 years
ago into the largest single-outlet
plumbing and heating distributor in the
United States.

Abraham Hotz, the founder, first
started selling paint from a horse-drawn
buggy before opening Standard
Hardware Co. in 1905. Standard was a
general hardware store on Summer Street
for almost 65 years when Bernie Berk,
Abraham’s grandson, directed a move of
the business to Union Street in 1969. At

that time the family changed the business
model by leaving paint, wallpaper, and
electrical supplies behind to focus solely
on the distribution of wholesale plumbing
and heating supplies. The name of the
business was changed to Standard of
Lynn, Inc.

In the late 1970s, Bernie urged his sons
to join the family business to help him
take the company in a new direction and
they accepted the challenge. Standard
built a 40,000 square-foot building at 400
Lynnway in 1982, an original tenant in
the Lynnway Industrial Park. The second
floor of the new facility housed The Bath

Collection, New England’s largest
plumbing fixture showroom at the time.
The company grew to 110 loyal
employees, with a fleet of 13 trucks
servicing Greater Boston and New
England. In 1990 Standard launched
“The Source,” a division which served as
a master distributor of plumbing fixtures,
faucets and accessories to wholesalers
and dealers throughout the United States. 

Bernie, who was known to drop off
orders at his customers’ homes on his
way home from the store, instilled in his
sons the value of customer service, while
the brothers knew that maintaining a

sufficient inventory, embracing
technology and employing a
knowledgeable team of associates were
also keys to success.

Bob focused on day-to-day operations,
purchasing and workforce management.
Jim was responsible for administration,
technology and the showroom. Bernie
was the “Chairman of the Board” and
brought the founding values and
principals of a family business into the
next generation. 

The Berks sold the business in 1997 to
Ferguson Enterprises, the nation’s largest
plumbing and heating supply firm.

Berks established a high Standard

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
T H E  B E R K  F A M I L Y

Bernie Berk, center, and his sons Bob, left, and Jim.
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Walter Boverini enjoyed being
majority leader of the
Massachusetts Senate for 10

years — for an unselfish reason.
“He used his power in the Senate to

help the people in his district first and
foremost,” said daughter Dr. Luisa
Boverini, who teaches at the University of
Pennsylvania.

The life of Walter Boverini, a native of
Lynn’s Brickyard neighborhood who died
in November 2008, was greatly shaped by
his experiences as a football player and
coach. Politics was another arena to
compete in, where the final score would

be determined by who had the most votes
— and he rarely lost.

After graduating from Lynn Classical,
Walter distinguished himself as a gunner
in the Army Air Corps during World War
II, and later attended Boston College on
the GI Bill, where he played football with
Hall of Famer Artie Donovan, who would
one day serve as his best man.

He spent 14 years as a teacher, coach
and vice principal, and served one term in
the House before being elected to the state
Senate in 1974 in a fierce political battle.

“After the election, he met with his
opponents and most of them ended up

working for him,” Luisa said.
He had many outside interests,

including gardening, opera and traveling
with Luisa, his younger daughter, Maria,
and his wife, Christine.

A lifelong advocate of education, he
was proud of his role in steering funds to
North Shore Community College. The
refurbishment of Lynn Shore Drive was
another of his favorite projects.

Luisa said the family was never quite
sure exactly why her father retired from
the Senate in 1994. “He left on his own
terms, with dignity, his record
untarnished,” she said. 

The lengths her father would go to help
people were legendary, but her favorite
story has to do with former Lynn English
star Ed Toner Sr., who played for the
Boston Patriots. Walter took Toner to
UMass Amherst in his beloved Cadillac
to see about a scholarship. The
scholarships were gone. Toner needed
$400 for tuition until something could be
worked out, but he only had about $250
saved.

“My dad paid the difference and Eddie
got into school,” Luisa recalled. “But it
was the Italian loafers he gave the coach
that cinched the deal.”

Boverini helped a majority of people 

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
S E N .  W A L T E R  B O V E R I N I

From left, Sen.Walter Boverini, his sister-in-law, Jacqueline Whyte, President Jimmy Carter and Speaker of the House Tom McGee.
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One of Lynn’s most respected
basketball legends, Herb Brenner
perfected the art of great

sportsmanship – on the court and in the
classroom.

Herb, who retired from Lynn Public
Schools as director of the business
department at Lynn Classical High School,
was a beloved teacher, coach and mentor.
He served as head coach of the Classical
boys basketball team from 1954-77, winning
258 games and going to 16 state
tournaments. But for Herb, success wasn’t
measured in wins; it was measured in the
quality of his players and their love of the
game.

“It’s about attitude,” he said. “I treated all
of my players and students with respect, and
they returned it. It’s a great, great feeling
when you can have a positive effect on
others.”

Known for his innovative playing style,
Herb popularized the one-handed foul shot,
and had the rare opportunity to try out for
the Celtics in his youth. A graduate of Lynn
English High School, he made a name for
himself playing on teams such as the West
End House, Boston YMHA, Malden City
Club, Boston Whirlwinds and Cambridge
Cantabs. He was also a star on the English
High and East Lynn Post 291 Legion
baseball teams. He went on to play
basketball and baseball at Salem State
Teachers College and earned his master’s
degree at Boston University. In addition, he
worked 52 years as an official at
Wonderland Dog Track.

Herb was awarded the Robert Pierce
Award for coaching and sportsmanship by
Board 130 of the International Association
of Approved Basketball Officials and the
North Shore Coaches League Outstanding
Achievement Award. He has been inducted
in the Hall of Fame at Salem State, Classical
and English. The Classical gym is named in
his honor. 

Married for 63 years, Herb and his wife,
Elaine, raised three sons – Steve, Gary and
the late Neal. Inspired by their father, Steve
was a former standout basketball player at
English and Gary is a basketball referee.

Brenner:

sportsman 

on and off

the court

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
H E R B  B R E N N E R

Herb Brenner coaches the Lynn Classical basketball team in a game at Boston Garden.
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As Lynn’s first director of
community development, Ed
Calnan dedicated 10 years to

improving homes and neighborhoods for
thousands of residents throughout the City. 

Ed was appointed director in 1974, at a
time when the federal government was
providing funding for renewal of
neighborhoods. Under his leadership, the
Lynn Dept. of Community Development
was recognized by the U.S. Dept. of
Housing and Urban Development for the
maximum use of those funds in the New
England area.

The agency spent millions on new trees,
sidewalks, playgrounds and parks to
improve neighborhoods. It  also converted
many of the former shoe factories and
other vacant buildings into nearly 600
units of elderly housing. 

“Our slogan was a better home in a
better neighborhood, without moving,” Ed
said. “We were able to get people into safe
and affordable housing units while reusing
buildings that were part of the historical
fabric of Lynn.”

Working with the Planning department
and Office of Economic Development, Ed

helped to secure $8 million in state funds
to build the Urban Heritage State Park at
Lynn Harbor, with a marina, visitors’
center and more than 100 units of
residential condos. During his tenure, he
also formed two nonprofits, the Lynn
Community Development Housing Corp.
and Step Up with Lynn, Inc.

Ed was later offered a position as
director of single family programs at the
Mass. Housing Finance Agency. There, he
had the opportunity to help thousands of
first-time homebuyers realize the dream of
home ownership.

A 1957 graduate of St. Mary’s High
School, Ed serves on the St. Mary’s Board
of Trustees and was inducted into the
school’s Hall of Fame. He was
instrumental in converting the former
grammar school into St. Mary’s Plaza and
the convent into St. Theresa House, both
for elderly housing. He also formed the St.
Mary’s Senior Life Foundation of Lynn
Inc., which raises funds for the unmet
needs of residents of those facilities.

A lifelong resident of Lynn, Ed and his
wife, Susan, have two children and four
grandchildren. 

He helped develop a better community

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
E D W A R D  T .  C A L N A N

TV newsman Tom Ellis interviews Ed Calnan at the launch of the Step Up With Lynn initiative.
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If Buddy Fennell were still alive, the
chances are he wouldn’t find much
amiss at the Capitol Diner, the

landmark eatery in Central Square in Lynn
that has been owned by the Fennell family
since 1938.

Buddy, who came from New Brunswick
to Lynn looking for work, took over the
business from his uncle, George Fennell, in
1948 and ran it until his death in 2001. He
made an art of short-order cooking, and in
the process made the Capitol the local
capital of home-style cooking and great
American comfort food.

“His way of cooking was ingrained in me
over the years,” said his son Robert
Fennell, who worked alongside his father
for years before becoming the diner’s
owner after the death of his father. “It’s still
in place because it works.”

The Capitol, still a place where
everybody knows your name, has survived
the ups and downs of  Central Square, and
changing times and tastes. Bobby Fennell’s

daughters work there part-time, marking the
fourth generation to be employed in the
business.

“My dad really didn’t really want us kids
to be part of it,” said Bobby, who notes that
his brother went on to be a police officer
and his sister a teacher. “I stepped in when
it was apparent he could use some help.”

Buddy spent seven days week a week at
the Capitol, catering to breakfast, lunch and
dinner patrons on six days and cleaning on
the seventh.

Bobby, who has been a state
representative from East Lynn for the past
16 years, said the diner is “still a tribute to
Buddy’s memory” and that his father – who
originally intended to stay in the job for six
months – tended to downplay what he did
and look up to others he felt were more
important. 

“He thought he was just some guy
running a diner,” Bobby said. “He didn’t
realize the place it held in the hearts and
minds of the people who went there.”

The Buddy system is truly representative of Lynn

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
C A P I T O L D I N E R

Buddy Fennell was a fixture behind the counter at the Capitol Diner. He passed on his methods and work ethic to his son, Bob, far left.
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When you grow up in
a poor family, you
never forget where

you came from. 
Attorney James J. Carrigan

has spent much of his life
working for social and
economic justice in the legal,
political and civic realms. He
has done it politically, as a state
representative and state senator.
As Senate chairman of the
Urban Affairs Committee, he
conceived of the idea to convert
America Park into the mixed-
income complex that is now
Kings Lynne. Jim convened the
coalition, including Housing
Opportunities, Inc., the America
Park Tenants Association, then-
House majority leader Thomas
W. McGee and his Senate staff
to get the enterprise to a
developer.

Jim has done it in the civic
realm, serving as president of
Lynn Community Health
Center, Greater Lynn YMCA
and Greater Lynn Senior
Services. He also served on
numerous other boards. Jim has
also conducted training
programs for union members
and prospective minority board
members.

And he’s done it in the legal
realm, where he has won at the
United States Supreme Court

level. He is known for taking
pro-bono cases.

Attorney Anne Gugino
Carrigan, Jim’s wife, said he
has always been about building
coalitions that benefit all
involved, such as the one that
built Kings Lynne. In an era
when  the labels “liberal” or
“progressive” are disparaged in
some political circles, Carrigan
is undaunted.

“He wears his values proudly,
as a badge of honor,” Anne
said. “His background and
ideals shaped his progressive
views.”

Jim remains politically
active, supporting candidates
that share his values, including
several members of the
Kennedy family. He speaks
fondly of his political work on
behalf of the late Sen. Robert F.
Kennedy in Virginia, New York
and California in the 1960s.

Jim is an active alumnus of
St. Mary’s High and a member
of its advisory board. He is
currently working with police
and school officials on a
program to bring speakers and
activities to Marshall Middle
School.

“I think Jim would like to be
thought of as someone who has
made Lynn a better place to
be,” Anne said.

Attorney has fought

for justice for all

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
J A M E S  J .  C A R R I G A N ,  E S Q .

In the bottom right corner of the above photo, Jim Carrigan (with glasses) is seen with Sen.Ted Kennedy
and his successor, Sen. Paul Kirk.
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The son of Irish immigrants, Bill
Connell rose from selling
newspapers in McDonough Square

to becoming the founder, chairman and chief
executive officer of Connell Limited
Partnership, one of the country’s largest
privately held companies. 

The success of the company, which
recycles metals and manufactures industrial
equipment, put Bill on the Forbes 400 list of
wealthiest Americans, yet his fortune never
came at the expense of his family. He loved
spending time at the hockey rink, or baseball
field, watching his children play. 

Bill’s professional success was matched
by his enormous spirit of giving. He
remained invested in his West Lynn roots,
the Catholic Church and the schools that
shaped him until his death in 2001. His
funeral drew more than 1,700 people, filling
St. Mary’s Church to capacity. In his will,
Bill left $5 million to St. Mary’s High
School, where he graduated in 1955. It was
the largest single gift ever made to a
Catholic high school in the Archdiocese of
Boston.  

“When he succeeded beyond anyone’s
wildest imagination, he never forgot where
he came from,” said Rev. Monsignor Paul V.
Garrity, pastor at St. Mary’s. 

Bill’s gift inspired others to contribute to
the school’s capital campaign to upgrade
facilities, increase the endowment funding
and construct a new building, named in his
honor. The Connell Center also houses a
library and media center, dedicated to Bill’s
parents, William and Theresa, a bus driver
and dressmaker who raised three children.

“Bill was a unique man – kind, generous
and very, very smart,” said his wife, Margot.
“When he died, all of his hopes and dreams
fell into my lap, and almost all of them had
to do with education.”

A graduate of Boston College and Harvard
Business School, Bill left substantial gifts to
those institutions as well. The School of
Nursing at BC bears his name.

Bill and Margo married in 1965 and raised
six children – Monica, Lisa, Courtenay,
William, Terence and Timothy. 

“He was famous for his three rules,” said
Monica, the eldest. “Be good, do your best
and go to Mass. It was that simple.” 

Three simple rules and one remarkable
man.

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
W I L L I A M  F .  C O N N E L L

‘Do your best,

be good, and 

go to Mass’
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“Tom Costin has already accomplished far
more than most men in public life. And he
hasn’t stopped. There will be more to come
in the many days that lie ahead.”

The author of those words
turned out to be a master of
understatement, for it is

seemingly incomprehensible how much
Tom Costin has accomplished in the 47
years since those words were first
published, in June 1963. 

First and foremost, Tom Costin is a
giver, evidenced by his tireless

volunteerism and philanthropic efforts
on behalf of such organizations as the
American Cancer Society, Heart
Association, March of Dimes, Salvation
Army, and Greater Lynn Community
Fund. He chairs the Lynn Business
Partnership’s Transportation Committee,
which has been the driving force behind
proposed rapid-transit expansion to
Lynn. He was named Essex Heritage
Hero in 2009.

Tom served his country as a Marine
in WWII. He served eight years as a

city councilor and was elected Lynn’s
youngest mayor in 1955. In 1961,
President John F. Kennedy — whom
Tom was proud to call a friend and in
whose campaigns Tom played a pivotal
role — appointed him Postmaster in
Lynn, a post he held for more than 30
years. Tom’s popularity stretched across
party lines, as President Richard M.
Nixon commended him in 1971 for his
work on the Postal Reorganization Act.

Tom graduated Boston College and
earned a master’s from Salem State. He

was a trustee of the University of
Massachusetts, and a director of the
Lynn Business Education Foundation.

For Tom, everything starts with his
faith that is central to his life, as well as
his love for his wife Noel and his
family, including late wife Rosemary
and their children Tom, RoAnn,
Morgan, Midge, Maura and Kevin.
Anyone who has been around him
knows his energy and optimism and the
twinkle in his eyes are contagious.

How’s that for a Lynn legacy? 

He delivered for his city and his country

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
T H O M A S  P .  C O S T I N  J R .

Tom Costin, center, chaired the signature drive and Ted Kennedy, left, chaired the re-election campaign for Sen. Jack Kennedy — but their eyes even then were on the White House.
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Selling for a penny, The Daily Item
had its debut Saturday, Dec. 8,
1877 with four pages and five

columns. More than 130 years later, the
fifth-generation, family-owned
community newspaper is still independent
and thriving – bridging its founding
principals with the modern, digital era. 

The paper’s patriarch, Horace N.
Hastings, first entered the offices of the
Woburn Sentinel and Middlesex
Advertiser in 1840, as an 11 year-old
bitten by the journalism bug. He worked
to help establish the Woburn Guidepost
and the Woburn Budget and was only 20

when he arrived at the Lynn Bay State
Newspaper. After serving two tours of
duty in the Civil War, he returned to a
bustling Lynn and launched the weekly
Lynn City Item in 1876. A year later, with
three of his four sons, he formed Hastings
& Sons Publishing Co. and transformed
the weekly paper into the Daily Evening
Item. 

Following the death of Horace in 1904,
leadership of The Item fell into the hands
of the two oldest brothers, Charles and
Wilmot Hastings. In the 1930s, Charles’
grandsons, Charles and Peter Gamage,
entered the business working for their

grandfather until his death in 1941. 
During this time the Hastings and

Gamage families hired former Brockton
Post executive Ernest W. Lawson to serve
as a bridge for a skipped generation of
family management. Lawson positioned
The Item to acquire the last remaining
daily competitor, the Lynn Telegram-
News. He died in 1960. 

After purchasing minority interest from
the Hastings family in 1964, the founder’s
great-grandsons, Charles and Peter
Gamage, served as co-publisher managers
of the company into the early 1980s,
when Peter’s son, Peter Hastings

Gamage, was named general manager.
Peter H. Gamage, who started working at
the paper in 1976, currently serves as
president and publisher, working out of
the same five-story flatiron building in
Central Square that The Item built in
1901. 

“The Item is committed to presenting
the news of the day and continuously
reinvesting in activities in Lynn and
surrounding communities,” said Peter,
who owns the paper along with his three
sisters. “That remains an integral part of
our mission as put forth by our great-
great-grandfather.”

Hastings and Gamages made quite an Item

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
T H E  D A I L Y I T E M

Peter Gamage, left, and Charles H. Hastings, in 1937.
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Albert V. DiVirgilio recalls walking to school one day in the
1950s when then-Mayor Arthur Frawley pulled his car over
on Carter Road to ask if he wanted a ride.

“I thought, ‘A Cadillac, not bad. I wouldn’t mind being mayor
someday,’” he said. 

It was an encounter that turned out to be prophetic, as Al, the
product of Lynn Catholic schools, former schoolteacher and longtime
City Councilor, become Lynn’s 53rd mayor in 1986. He served six
years, guiding the City through one of its most difficult fiscal periods.

“When I took over we were dealing with a desegregation lawsuit, a
bi-lingual education lawsuit and a special education lawsuit, and there
was no money,” Al recalled. 

With the city on the brink of receivership, the mayor negotiated a
10-year state loan against future local aid payments and got the state
legislature to approve a bill that gave veto power to municipal chief
financial officers, allowing them to reject expenditures they deem
unaffordable. It is a tool that is still used today.

Al also launched a school renovation program and appointed three
new school administrators, two who went on to become
superintendent.

“I’m proud I took a city that was basically bankrupt and gave a $9
million surplus to my successor,” he said.

The former mayor has since built DiVirgilio Financial Group at 270
Broadway into a leading regional investment and insurance firm with
10 employees, including son, Matthew, and son-in-law Brian Thomas.
Al and his wife, Virginia, also raised three daughters, Jennifer, Amy
and Katrina; and son, Albert Jr. 

The former mayor has never stopped supporting Lynn causes, most
recently the expansion of Lynn Community Health Center.

“I’m in a position to give back now and I’m happy to do that,” he
said. “It’s an amazing city.”

It’s been 

a great ride 

for 53rd mayor

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
A L B E R T V .  D I V I R G I L I O

Mayor Al DiVirgilio celebrates his victory with his son, Matthew.
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Eastern Bank’s storied history in Lynn dates
back to 1826, when a group of 28 prominent
men opened the Lynn Institution for Savings.

The bank started with 14 depositors and a total of
$325. There were no employees; rather, trustees were
responsible for tending to the needs of customers
during business hours – make that hour, as the bank
was open only on Wednesdays from 2-3 p.m.

The Lynn Institution for Savings was the sixth
savings bank to be established in Massachusetts. The
second had been the Institution for Savings in Salem,
in 1818, which later became Salem Savings Bank. The
two neighboring institutions operated independently for
155 years, until First East Bank, which the Lynn
Institution for Savings had become in 1976, merged
with Salem Savings Bank in 1981 to form Eastern
Savings Bank. The company was reorganized and
named Eastern Bank Corporation in 1989.

In 1992, Eastern Bank acquired the deposits of Shore
Bank & Trust of Lynn. A year later, it merged with
First Colonial Bank – formerly Lynn Five Cents
Savings Bank – to create one of the largest independent
full-service banks in the country. 

Eastern’s growth has continued over the last 15
years. It now has 85 branches and 24 insurance offices
serving 400,000 customers from Newburyport to Cape
Cod. The bank, which remains a mutual bank, is one of

the five largest independent banks in New England.
“We’re probably the largest pure mutual bank in the

country,” said Chairman and CEO Richard Holbrook.
“We have no stockholders. We’re here for the benefit
of the people we serve.”

As an example of the bank’s commitment to the

community, the Eastern Bank Charitable Foundation
was established in the early 1980s. Since 1999, the
bank has contributed 10 percent of its net income
annually to the foundation, which has grown to almost
$50 million in assets. It distributes about $2.5 million a
year to a wide variety of nonprofit groups.

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
E A S T E R N  B A N K

Investment 

in the city

dates back to 1826

Mabel Williams, left, and Miriam Nichols at work in
1914 at the Lynn Institution for Savings, which would
eventually become Eastern Bank.
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In 1892, Edison General
Electric – based in
Schenectady, N.Y. and owned

by the famed inventor Thomas
Edison – and the Thomson-
Houston company of Lynn merged
and became the General Electric
Co. Thus began the company’s
continuous presence in the City that
lasts to this day.

The ingenuity and hard work of
GE employees made the company
one of the largest and most
successful companies in the world,
today with more than 300,000
employees worldwide and annual
revenues of $183 billion. 

Working for the company in
Lynn became, for many, a way of
life. GE offered security and a
chance to work your way up the
ladder. Spending by GE and its
employees has long fueled the
city’s economy; machine shops and
restaurants sprang up to serve the
needs of the company and its
employees.

The Lynn plant has long played a
vital role in national defense. GE
was already the world leader in
exhaust-driven supercharging when

World War II began, so it was a
logical choice to build America’s
first jet engine, based on the design
of Britain’s Sir Frank Whittle. 

In 1941, the U.S. Army Air
Corps picked GE’s Lynn plant to
build it, and six months later, on
April 18, 1942, GE’s engineers
successfully ran the I-A engine.
Through the years, the company’s
work has been vital to such fighting
machines as the FA-18 fighter jet
and the Black Hawk and Apache
helicopters.

GE and its employees have been
generous members of the city’s
philanthropic community. Besides
corporate contributions both large
and small, the Lynn General
Electric Employees Good Neighbor
Fund — funded by employee
contributions — has been able to
improve the lives of local residents.

Employment at GE Lynn peaked
at about 13,000 in 1985; with about
3,800 employees today, it is still
the city’s largest employer. One
thing hasn’t changed: the Lynn
plant still make some of the best jet
engines in the world for both
military and commercial customers.

Company has energized

Lynn for 118 years

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
G E N E R A L E L E C T R I C
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Aman of great integrity and
vision, Saul Gilberg found his
niche transforming the

architectural landscape of Lynn. 
Born and raised in McDonough

Square, Saul had strong roots in West
Lynn. His father worked as a laborer at
General Electric and his mother ran a
shop out of the first floor of their home.
After graduating from Lynn Classical
High School, Saul attended Northeastern
University and served in the Army
during World War II. 

Saul and his wife, Irene, raised seven
children – Gary, Richard, Bobby,

Andrea, Jayne, Carol and John. In the
early years, Saul worked full-time for
Feinstein’s Clothing on Munroe Street.
He began buying and selling two- and
three-family homes on the side. By the
1960s, his interest in real estate had
evolved into a full-time business.

As president of International Realty
and Broad Street Trust, Saul prided
himself on transforming problem
properties into affordable, taxable and
desirable developments. An early
example was Leisure Towers on Farrar
Street, an elderly apartment complex. He
later developed projects on Broad Street,

Lewis Street, Silsbee Street, Surfside
Road and Beach Road, among others. He
was named Realtor of the Year in 1966
by the Greater Lynn Board of Realtors.

Following in his father’s footsteps,
John Gilberg, president of Bayview
Realty Corp., has been managing and
developing real estate for more than 20
years. “Like my father, I love fixing
things up,” he said. “I love restoring old
architecture.”

He cites his father as a role model, in
business and in life. 

“He was extremely generous with his
tenants,” said John. “In the early ’70s,

there was a huge GE strike and he
waived rent for the GE employees for
the duration of the strike. I try to follow
a lot of the same guidelines,
understanding that flexibility is
important.”

Saul remained active as a real estate
developer until his death in 2005.
Throughout his life, he was very
involved in the Lynn business and
Jewish communities. He served as
trustee of Lynn Hospital and a director
of the Lynn Area Chamber of Commerce
(LACC). He received the LACC Hall of
Fame Award in 2003. 

His housing provided homes for many

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
S A U L G I L B E R G

Saul Gilberg, right, rubbed elbows with many, including President Bill Clinton.



Guided by an entrepreneurial
instinct, The Harbor
Companies founder Gerald

Gouchberg never shied away from a
challenge. 

Born in Lynn on Jan. 26, 1927, Jerry
was a graduate of Lynn Classical High
School who served in the Navy in
World War II. Over the course of his
entire working life, Jerry conceived
and successfully operated a number of
business enterprises, starting in 1949
with a shoe store in Salem. 

In 1953, Jerry launched his own

mortgage company, The North Trust, at
23 Central Ave. After many successful
years, he started his next business
venture, The Harbor Companies, a full-
service real-estate company. 

Jerry’s major focus has involved the
financing, production and management
of multi-family housing developments
of various sizes throughout the
Northeast. He has devoted a good part
of his career to improving the lives of
others by developing affordable elderly
and family housing and investing in
nursing homes. His other ventures

have included restaurants, retail and
hospitality.

“Jerry has always had a passion for
helping the elderly and families find
housing,” said his son, Jeff, president
of The Harbor Companies.  “He thinks
of his tenants as family, always
treating them fairly and with
compassion.”

“Working side by side, we’ve really
formed a bond and partnership,” Jeff
said.  “Right when I started, he sat me
down and said, ‘You’ll have a lot of
decisions to make. Some will be right,

some will be wrong, but doing nothing
is the worst decision.’ He taught me to
take risks, but he also taught me to
take the high road.”

Jerry’s acumen in real estate,
financing and general business
management has earned him pivotal
positions on the board of directors of
banks, hospitals and other civic
organizations. Jerry served as board
president of Union Hospital and played
an integral role in the merger of Union
Hospital and Lynn Hospital to form
AtlantiCare Medical Center.
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Gouchberg managed to make his mark

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
T H E H A R B O R C O M P A N I E S

Jerry Gouchberg kicked off his business career with a shoe store.
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A female pioneer in the real estate
industry, Shirley Hughes built the
foundation for what has become a
multi-million-dollar real estate empire
in Lynn. 

Century 21 Hughes Real Estate –
today owned and operated by her son,
Dave Hughes – was established under
the name Real Estate by Hughes and
Associates in 1979. In 1982, the
business became a Century 21
franchise, making Hughes the first
woman in Lynn to own a major
franchise office. 

“It was 90 percent men making up
the real estate business in the 1970s,”
said Dave, marveling at his mother’s
success and perseverance. 

“She enabled a lot of women to get

into the business,” said Nancy Nugent,
a 24-year employee, specializing in
office management and property
management. 

Nancy described Shirley as a patient
teacher who understood the needs of
working mothers. “She offered
opportunities and flexible hours,
unlike anyone else,” she said.

Shirley was 47 years old when she
got her start in real estate. She married
at 22 and raised two children, David
and Keith. For 25 years, she and her
husband, Burt, ran Towne Paint and
Supply on Munroe Street. She began
working for Vernon A. Martin
Realtors in 1968, going door-to-door
to solicit business. When she opened
her first office at 9 Lynnfield St. she

hired two full-time employees. She
expanded in 1995 – one year before
her passing – and relocated to 319
Broadway. Today, the Wyoma Square
office employs 40 full-time sales
associates and brings in $100 million
in annual sales, ranking in the top five
percent of all Century 21 offices
worldwide.

Active within the Lynn community,
Shirley was a strong supporter of Girls
Inc. and St. Stephen’s Memorial
Church and gave generously to local
students. “She never turned a child
away,” said Dave. She was also on the
board of directors of the Lynn Area
Chamber of Commerce and a lifetime
member of the North Shore
Association of Realtors. 

She was the real deal in a man’s world 

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
S H I R L E Y H U G H E S

Shirley Hughes receives citations from Rep.“Chip” Clancy, left, and Sen.Walter Boverini.Also pictured is her husband, Burt.
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Everywhere she has gone since
she came to this country from
her native Dominican

Republic, Agueda Jimenez has been all
about building: businesses that helped
develop neighborhoods; bridges
between Latinos and other community
groups; and the confidence and financial
security of low-income women.  

The daughter of a farmer and a hard-
working mother who dedicated most of
her life to others, Agueda left her home
in Springfield and followed her
grandparents to Lynn in the early 1980s,
looking for a better opportunity for her

family. She took an English as a second
language course before becoming a
paralegal and notary public. 

After working for a produce company
in Chelsea and an insurance company in
Salem, Agueda opened her own
business in Lynn in 1990, converting an
empty storefront into a combination
grocery store, bakery, gift shop, and
community service center. The store not
only dispensed goods, but also helped
people of many ethnic backgrounds in
filing their taxes, registering to vote and
learning English, while hosting political
meetings and representing people who

had business before city boards and
commissions. 

Agueda’s store spurred other ethnic-
based businesses and led to the
economic revitalization of the Union
Street area. She has served as treasurer
of Lynn Economic Opportunity’s board
of directors, a member of the Latino
Business Community’s board,
American Professional Small Business
Board, and as vice president of
Community Unity and Development, a
nonprofit group that recognizes and
rewards achievement in the Latino
community. Through devoting much

time and energy to her community she
has become a role model to other
women.

In 1998, Agueda was diagnosed with
polymyositis, an inflammatory muscle
disease that causes loss of muscular
power to varying degrees, confining her
to a wheelchair but not ending her
community involvement.

“I have taught my children about the
value of being a great citizen. I want
them to be involved in the community,
to create their own concept about being
a part of where you live and making a
difference,” she said.

She has created a world of opportunity

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
A G U E D A J I M E N E Z

“
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Awell-liked and respected
developer, businessman and
philanthropist, George

Koukounaris has always had three loves –
his country, his family and the city of
Lynn. 

George arrived in the U.S. on
Thanksgiving Day in 1955, at the age of
27, in search of opportunity. Born in
Greece, on the island of Chios, George
was one of four children. He took a job at
Carr Leather upon his arrival in Lynn. 

“He came here and never left,” said his
daughter, Eva Markos. “He had huge

dreams and hopes for Lynn and he loved
being an American. He didn’t have the
formal education, but he had the brains
and the dynamic personality to succeed.”

George went on to launch a side
business painting houses, and quickly
made the transition from painting to
buying and renovating. The first house he
purchased was at 77 Park St., where he
and his wife, Kalliopi, made their home on
the third floor and rented out the two other
floors. The couple had three daughters,
Eva, Bobi and Maria.

As president of Naris Realty Trust,

George named each of his subsequent
properties after loved ones, and left a
marble stone from the island of Chios by
the front door. At its peak, his real-estate
portfolio included nearly 500 commercial
and residential units – including One City
Hall Square, the Nectar Plaza in Market
Square, the Agora Shopping Plaza on
Market Street, the One Market Street
office building and the apartments at 358
Broadway, 139 Western Ave., 95 Park St.,
50 South Common St. and 300 Lynn
Shore Drive.

The U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban

Development recognized George as one of
100 best landlords, and the Lynn Area
Chamber of Commerce presented him
with the first President’s Club award.

Even after fulfilling his American
dream, George never forgot his roots. He
established the Koukounaris Community
Center in Chios, dedicated to teaching
English, piano and other lessons. 

“He wanted to give children there the
opportunities he didn’t have,” said his
daughter, Maria Glavas. He also remains
dedicated to his church, St. George, and
many local organizations in Lynn. 

He built an American dream

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
G E O R G E  K O U K O U N A R I S

George Koukounaris works on one of his commercial properties, at One Market St.
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For former Lynn Superintendent of
Schools James Leonard, a lifelong
career in education was never part

of the master plan.
Jim, a 1953 graduate of Lynn English

High School, excelled on the baseball field.
His guidance counselors encouraged him to
either pursue a career in baseball or enlist
in the military. Instead, Leonard applied
and was accepted to Tufts, Boston
University, Northeastern and Salem State
College. He enrolled at BU on a partial
scholarship to play football and baseball.
He later transferred to Salem State, where
he played soccer and baseball and served as
president of the men’s athletic association. 

Jim went on to earn his master’s and
doctorate and pursue post-doctoral studies
at Harvard. He served as superintendent in
Lynn from 1990-99 – a decade during
which six elementary schools were
remodeled. 

Born and raised in Lynn, Jim grew up in
a household of women. His grandmother,
Mary Shields, left school in the sixth grade.
After her husband’s death, she raised four
children – including Jim’s mother, Rose –
on her own. Rose later worked in the shoe
shops to support the family. Jim was the
first in his family to reach high school. 

“I was blessed with a mother and
grandmother who always encouraged me,”
he said. “I learned from them what they
didn’t teach me in college.”

Jim began his career in Middleton as a
junior high school basketball and baseball
coach and shortly after accepted a position
as a special education teacher at Eastern
Junior High. He entered Lynn Public
Schools in 1967, starting out as a school
adjustment counselor and then serving as
principal of Washington Elementary
School. He also served as assistant football
coach at Lynn English under Walter
Boverini, and coached American Legion
baseball for 20 years. In addition, he served
as adjunct professor at Salem State, the
former Boston State and North Shore
Community College. Salem State honored
him with an Outstanding Educator Award.
Jim has also been inducted into the Hall of
Fame at both Salem State and Lynn
English.

He was

super

in many

fields

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
J A M E S  T .  L E O N A R D
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Kathie Madden Gerecke was doing some genealogy research
when she found a great-grandfather — Civil War veteran
Stephen Francis Madden, the son of Irish immigrants who

came to America in the 1830s and the husband of Mary Dailey
Madden — who became the key to her family’s legacy in the city.

“My father never met his grandfather,” Kathie said. “There were no
living family members while I was growing up who had even met
Stephen or Mary. There were neither any family stories nor family
photographs of them.”

Kathie turned to records kept at Lynn City Hall, the Lynn Public
Library and the Grand Army of the Republic museum, the largest GAR
post in the country and one of only 13 that remain.

The curator of the GAR, Bob Mathias, helped Kathie find the
enlistment information on her great-grandfather and a photo of him
from the GAR files, which show that Stephen Madden joined the U.S.
Navy in December 1863 under the name of John Smith. He served
until November 1864 as a fireman second class on several vessels. In
1865, he enlisted in the Army under his own name in the 62nd
Massachusetts Brigade and served for a short period until the Civil War
ended.

“The theory about people using aliases is that sometimes they were
underage and sometimes they were trying to get away from a woman,”
Kathie said. “In our case, it’s a family mystery.”

Stephen and Mary Madden were married in 1865 after he left the
Army. They had nine children, although two died at a young age and
another was tragically shot and killed at the age of 18 at a military
exhibition at the Lynn Armory in 1893. They lived on Harbor Street in
a house that still stands, and Stephen worked as a boilermaker and
engineer for the City. 

Stephen died in 1908 of pneumonia, just three days after the same
illness claimed his wife.

“Between Stephen and Mary, we can trace our family’s presence in
Lynn back 160 years,” Kathie said. “It’s a true family gift.”

Family tree

took root in Lynn

160 years ago

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
T H E  M A D D E N - G E R E C K E  F A M I L Y

Stephen F. Madden, above, circa 1870 and at right with his wife, Mary.
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David Westley McCoy Sr.
suffered a horrific tragedy at
the age of 17, but overcame it

in order to always be there for his family
and his community. 

As the only survivor of a factory
explosion in 1928, he was determined to
walk again, re-learn to write using his
good hand and endure the skin grafts. But
above all, Dave wanted a family even
though doctors were skeptical. They were
wrong. He not only walked again and
regained the use of both hands, he
married Frances Wilma Gaines in 1932,
his wife for 50 years, and had five
children - Florence Wilma, Elaine Kay,
Frances Anne, Davida Leigh and David
Westley Jr. 

“He loved us unconditionally and got
that in return,” daughter Elaine said, “and
he was always there for all of us, no
matter how long and hard he worked.”

He retired from Whytes, an industrial
laundry in Lynn, after more than 25 years,
but never retired from being a union man
and vice president of AFL-CIO Laundry
and Dry Cleaning International Union.
“He was there no matter how late a
fellow member called,” said daughter
Anne.

Dave supplemented his income with
other jobs, yet found time to serve as
Lynn’s park commissioner, as president of
the Community Minority Cultural Center
(CMCC), and as an active participant at
the Lynn Brotherhood. He especially
looked out for the youth of the city. His
work for his parish and on St Stephen’s
apartments earned him his name on a
commemorative plaque in the lobby
there, one of his many honors.

Family always came first for Dave and
his wife, whether it be taking a young
Davida to see Dr. Goldman, racing into
Boston to retrieve ill daughter Florence or
coming home for lunch every day after
son David Jr. was born. 

Dave was also a great listener. After his
death in August 1996 from pneumonia,
then-mayor Pat McManus recalled at his
memorial service how Dave listened to all
sides during commission meetings then
offered conciliatory solutions. 

Lynn’s

real McCoy

defied

the odds

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
D A V I D  W E S T L E Y M C C O Y S R .

Mr. and Mrs. David Westley McCoy Sr.
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The photo tells the story. It was taken on the steps
of Lynn City Hall in November 1978, during a visit
to Lynn by President Jimmy Carter.

Thomas W. McGee of Lynn, then speaker of the
Massachusetts House of Representatives, is at the
podium, and gathered around and behind him is the
cream of the political crop: President Carter, Sen.
Edward M. Kennedy, Gov.-elect Edward King, Sen.-
elect Paul Tsongas.

“He spent time in the White House and in the
Oval Office with President Carter,” said his son,
state Sen. Thomas M. McGee of Lynn. “He flew on
Air Force One and met the Pope. But if you ask how

he might want to be remembered, it’s as a great son
of Lynn.”

Tom, now 85, left high school for the Marines at
the age of 17 and served three years in War II in the
Pacific Theater, including Iwo Jima. He returned
from the war and graduated from Lynn English
High, Boston University and BU Law School. While
at BU he was a good friend of legendary Lynn
athlete Harry Agganis. 

Tom got his start as a Lynn city councilor, serving
seven years before being elected to the House. Even
at the height of his political power, constituents
could get his ear daily at Bill’s Lunch.

Tom served in the House from 1963-90, including
nine years as speaker (1975-84). “He had a long,
positive career of 35 years,” his son said.

The younger McGee said his father has never
stopped trying to help people since his retirement
from politics 20 years ago. “He would always tell
me if I’ve helped one person today, then it’s been a
good day,” he said.

The McGee name lives on in Lynn in the Mary
Agnes McGee senior housing, named for his late
mother, and the Thomas W. McGee building at
North Shore Community College, named for the
former speaker.

When the Speaker spoke, people listened

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
T H O M A S  W .  M C G E E

Speaker Thomas McGee on the steps of Lynn City Hall, flanked by Sen. Paul Tsongas, far left, President Jimmy Carter and Sen.Ted Kennedy.
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John P. McGloin worked hard for everything
he earned in life. After a standout three-sport
career at Lynn English High that earned him

induction in the school’s Hall of Fame, he was
offered a football scholarship by Northeastern
University. 

Because John had a heart murmur and a previous
NU player had died as a result of a similar
condition, the coach would not clear him to play.
He left NU and went to Boston University for a
semester before returning to Northeastern to
graduate. 

John worked as an insurance adjuster and went
to school nights at Suffolk University for years to
get his law degree. A fierce competitor as a
sportsman, he was the same way in the courtroom. 

“He was very competitive when he was working
on a case, but always a gentlemen,” said his wife,
Sharon.

“In the courtroom, he respected everyone but
feared no one,” said his daughter, Lisa, also an
attorney. 

John also loved to share the knowledge he had
gained with other lawyers, serving as a mentor to
many younger members of the bar. The Lynn Bar
Association instituted the John P. McGloin
Memorial Lecture Series in his honor.

John often felt empathy for his clients, particular
those for whom life had not been easy.

“He had a soft spot for the underdog,” said his
sister, Kathleen McGloin Tedesco.

John became a dedicated runner, completing
seven marathons, including three Boston
Marathons. It provided him a break from the often
strenuous practice of law. He also enjoyed writing
about running in Lynn papers.

John was 71 when he collapsed and died on a
Sunday morning in May 2005 in Breakheart
Reservation in Saugus during a weekly run with
friends, a ritual he had followed for 30 years.

The turnout at his wake — the number of fellow
lawyers and former clients — touched family
members and helped them realize the impact he
had made.

Hall of Fame athlete set the bar high 

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
J O H N  P .  M C G L O I N
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Thomas A. McGovern didn’t
need any music when it came
time to play the piano. “He

played by ear,” recalled Lois O’Brien
McGovern, his wife of 46 years.  

Tom, who died in 2005 from
complications of multiple sclerosis, was
a natural – as an entertainer, singer and
piano player – but he was equally at
home as a politician, businessman and
sportsman, or serving with community
groups. 

Sports and entertaining were two of
his great loves. He followed in the
footsteps of his father, Thomas, to Fraser

Field and Manning Bowl, where his
father announced the games, and Tom
later played basketball and baseball at St.
Mary’s and in the Lynn Park League.

Tom was in the choir at St. Joseph’s,
involved in drama and the glee club at
St. Mary’s, and he sang in the glee club
at Boston College, where he earned a
degree in business administration and
participated in ROTC. 

In November 1964, in his first try for
elective office, Tom topped the ticket for
city councilor-at-large. He was easily re-
elected twice. In 1968, Tom lost a tough
campaign for state senator. “Politics was

something he enjoyed doing and he was
very good at it,” said his sister Joan
McGovern Regan.     

When Tom retired from the council in
1970, 600 people turned out for a
testimonial in his honor at Caruso
Diplomat. “He loved people and people
loved him,” said his sister, Anne
McGovern Carpenter.

Tom was associate editor of the
newsletter for the Valladolid Council of
the Knights of Columbus, where he was
named a Knight to Remember. He was
also a member of the Boston College
Alumni Association, Ancient Order of

Hibernians, Franco American
Association, Barber Shop Singers of
America, Meadowlarks, and was
honored as Irishman of the Year by the
Friendly Knights of St. Patrick.

Tom worked in several jobs in the
public sector. He was advertising
director for the Lynn Sunday Post,
director of Citizen’s Publishing
Company, owner of McGovern Real
Estate and Insurance, the Dover News in
Central Square and Brookside Liquors. 

Lois said Tom was most proud of
their children, Tom Jr. and Sally
McGovern Glowik.

Businessman, politician had noteworthy career

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
T H O M A S  A .  M C G O V E R N

Tom McGovern, back row, third from left, served three terms on the Lynn City Council.
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Edward “Harpo” McMahon’s
nickname was a tribute to an
earlier time of ethnic diversity.

Growing up in West Lynn, he was a
gifted soccer player, but when he played
he was often the only Irish-American —
his father was born in Ireland — in a sea
of ethnic groups from around the globe.
Hence the nickname.

Ed played semi-pro soccer for many
traveling teams throughout New England
and in later years became a leading
pitcher in one of the pre-eminent fast-
pitch softball leagues in the northeast.

A World War II veteran and father of
six, Ed worked for 40 years as a tool and
die maker at General Electric in Lynn.
He was an outspoken leader of IUE

Local 201 – serving 10 years as president
and four as VP – which at its peak had
more than 26,000 members working at
GE in Lynn, Everett and Pittsfield. Ed
helped steer that union through times of
growth and turbulence, including the
Great Strike of 1969-70, which saw
147,000 GE workers from around the
country walk out for 102 days.

Ed, who worked to pay for his tuition
at St. Mary’s and later took machinist
and labor courses at several area
colleges, was a self-educated man who
worked his way up the leadership ladder
of both union and community
organizations. He held a wide variety of
posts in the national labor movement,
including serving nine terms as vice

president of the Mass. State Labor
Council and on the IUE’s National
Arbitration Committee.

His son, Mike McMahon, said his
father was a visionary in several ways.
“He fought for educational benefits for
union employees at a time when it
wasn’t common.  Those same benefits
are standard in many municipal contracts
today,” Mike said. “His lifelong
commitment was to look out for the little
guy.”

Throughout his life, Harpo’s
opponents, both in sports and
negotiations, always respected him for
his strong commitment to his beliefs and
his ability to bring opposing sides
together to achieve common benefit. 

He proudly wore the union label

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
E D W A R D  “ H A R P O ”  M C M A H O N

Ed “Harpo” McMahon, front row far right, was a standout athlete and union leader at GE.
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Salvy Migliaccio Sr. was the quintessential
example of the American Dream. He was born
and raised in Forenza, a tiny village in the south

of Italy. It was there he met his wife, Connie, who
traveled there from Lynn to meet him in 1950. They wed
in Forenza and came to America later that year.

He arrived in this country with $5 in his pocket, a
strong work ethic and a heart full of determination. He
went to work right away, at his uncle’s flower shop during
the day and making pizzas at night, while he learned
English. Salvy and Connie began a family right away and
went on to have three children, Salvy Jr., Maria and
David.

He established his own flower shop, Salvy the Florist,
in 1962 at 793 Western Ave., where he became a

mainstay. With his drive, vision and the help of his family
he developed his flower shop into a business that grew to
five locations in Lynn, East Boston and Swampscott.

Hard work and providing for his family were the
hallmarks of Salvy’s life. Nothing said that more than
the traditional Sunday dinners, where the whole family
gathered around the table. As the business and family
grew, so did the number of seats around the table.

“That’s what you did on Sundays,” said Salvy Jr.
Holiday celebrations were always tailored around the

work that had to be done. For Salvy Jr. and his siblings,
Maria and David, growing up with the business and
helping out where they could from an early age, it was
almost inevitable that they would one day take over.

“We all tried different things but we always gravitated

back to the business,” said Maria Migliaccio Eddows.
Salvy Sr.’s devotion to serving his customers was

legendary.
“In the Blizzard of ’78, he hitched a ride on an

electrical truck to get from Nahant to the shop,” Maria
said. “He ended up sleeping there for three days.”

Salvy took pleasure in watching his business and family
grow over the years.

“He never asked anyone for anything,”” said Salvy Jr.
“He was proud he built something that allowed him to
provide for his family and allowed his children to provide
for their families.”

Salvy Sr. died in 2005, one year before his beloved and
devoted wife. His hard work, vision and devotion to his
family have passed the test of time.

Salvy said it with flowers

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
S A L V Y M I G L I A C C I O  S R .
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Father Charles Mihos was
assigned to Lynn’s St. George
Greek Orthodox Church in 1952

and was on hand in 1954 when the first
brick of the new church was set. The
following year, he delivered the eulogy
for “The Golden Greek,” football great
and Red Sox first baseman Harry
Agganis, whose funeral still ranks
among the largest in Lynn’s history. 

Father Mihos became head priest of
St. George and ministered to Lynn’s
Greek community for 44 years, serving
as a social worker as much a spiritual
leader.

“Lynn has always had a strong Greek
immigrant population, and I helped
many people when they came to this
country, finding jobs, housing, clothing,
furniture, whatever was needed,” he
said. 

He was equally giving to his city, as
chaplain for the Lynn Fire Department
and longtime library trustee. Working
with youth, however, is what he most
enjoyed.

“I always encouraged children to go to
college,” he said. “Most of them did,
and today many own their own
businesses.”

Father Mihos credits his mother,
Stella, for influencing him to join the
priesthood. Raised in Brockton, seventh
of 10 children, he said, “I was chosen to
go with my mother to church ... That
changed my life.”

He earned a degree from Morningstar
College and a master’s degree from
Boston University. Ordained in Troy,
N.Y., Father Mihos served at Holy
Trinity in Sioux City, Iowa, before
transferring to a church in Ipswich, and
served from 1949-52 at Boston
Cathedral under Archbishop Iakovos.

Father Mihos is thankful for his
assignment to Lynn, where he and his
late wife, Penelope, raised a daughter,
Stephanie, and son, John. He has five
grandchildren and continues to make his
home in Lynn.

“I wouldn’t change my city. This is
where my people are,” he said.

Father

figured at

St. George

for 44 years

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
F A T H E R  C H A R L E S  M I H O S
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Growing up in the Brickyard
neighborhood of West Lynn,
Herb Chandler and Hesh Giller

likely never imagined their childhood ties
would evolve into a lifelong friendship
and business partnership. 

In 1946, the highly respected and
gregarious pair founded New Angle
Glass Co., recognizing the demand for
auto glass replacement. Relying on
Hesh’s mechanical eye and Herb’s
business sense, they opened their first
shop on North Common Street. They
later moved the business to Summer
Street, before establishing its permanent
home on the Lynnway.

Today, New Angle Glass operates out
of four locations. Giller’s son, Andy, who
grew up shadowing his father, owns and
operates the company. In 1985, he
opened a second location in Salem and
from 1999-2000, he expanded to Lowell
and Watertown.

In addition to learning the trade, Andy
picked up many of his predecessors’
values. Taking customer service to a new

level, Herb and Hesh originated the
concept of free mobile service, offering
vehicle pickup and delivery. They were
also committed to giving back to the
community, generously supporting local

organizations, athletic teams and their
temple. 

“My father taught me about treating
people with respect, the way you would
want to be treated,” said Andy. “A lot of

their success was due to building and
maintaining relationships.”

Hesh and his wife, Lois, had three
children, Judy, Pam and Bobby, in
addition to Andy. Herb and his wife,
Muriel, raised two daughters, Jansi and
Beth. 

“My father was generous in ways big
and small,” said Jansi. “He had a passion
for life and a twinkle in his eye.”

The families socialized regularly and
enjoyed traveling, playing tennis, skiing
and sharing weekly Sunday meals.  

Hesh, born in 1924, was a 1942
graduate of Lynn Classical High School
and a decorated World War II veteran.
Herb, a 1941 graduate of Classical, was
an outstanding basketball player, leading
his team to an Essex County League
championship. He was also skilled at
volleyball and competed at the
Maccabiah Games in Israel. He is a
member of the Lynn Classical Hall of
Fame.

Herb passed away in 1992, Hesh in
1995.

Chandler and Giller were a glass act

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
N E W A N G L E  G L A S S

Above, Herb Chandler, second from left, and Hesh Giller, far right, are shown at their glass company in 1957. Below, Chandler, second from left, and Giller, third from left, as Mohawks.



32 ——  CELEBRATING LYNN’S LEGACIES

Acentury ago, customers
flocked to a small
neighborhood grocery in

search of exceptional Greek pork
sausage made with red wine, natural
spices and orange peel. The recipe
became a beloved fixture in the Lynn
community, as did the Demakes
family.

Thomas L. Demakes, president of
Old Neighborhood Foods – one of the
most respected names in the sausage
and deli meat industry – credits the
vision of his grandparents, Greek
immigrants Thomas and Jean. The
couple, who married in 1900, launched
their shop at 37 Waterhill St. in 1914
and marketed Jean’s hand-crafted
sausage under the name Holiday
Brand. A family affair, sons Peter,
Louis, Nick and Charlie would take
early morning orders and make the
deliveries by trolley. The boys went on
to pursue degrees at Harvard and MIT,
but remained involved in the business.

In 1932, Louis took the reins, helping
his parents to expand the product line
to include frankfurters and deli meats. 

Tom, Louis’ only son, entered the
business in 1967, after graduating from

the College of William & Mary and
serving in Vietnam. “I had been there
all my life; I vowed I wasn’t going to
take over,” Tom said. “At some point,
you accept your fate and start enjoying

it. It’s been a pleasure to be a factor
here in Lynn, and a force for good in
the community. No matter what you
do, what counts is that you make a
difference.”

Tom has continued to carry on his
predecessors’ work ethic, as well as
their generosity – supporting local
organizations such as the Agganis
Foundation, Girls Inc., the YMCA and
KIPP Academy, among others. 

Combining old-world values with
the latest technology, he has been able
to grow the business from $1 million
to $100 million in sales. The company,
which transitioned in name from
Holiday Brand to Old Neighborhood
Foods in 1985, now maintains 350
employees and 100 products, including
the popular Thin ’n Trim line. Tom’s
sons Elias, Tim and Andrew represent
the fourth generation to come on
board, cementing Old Neighborhood’s
legacy as a true family-run and
respected institution.

‘Meat’ the Demakes family 

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
O L D  N E I G H B O R H O O D  F O O D S

Above, Louis Demakes oversees production at Holiday Brand. Below, Louis’, son,Tom with his wife, Marill, and their son, Elias.
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Pistol” Pete Pedro stopped playing
football in the mid-1960s, but in
the mind’s eye of many Lynn

sports fans, he is still leaving tacklers in
his wake at Manning Bowl. Pete wasn’t  a
big running back at 5-8, 160 pounds, but
his combination of speed and strength
made him a threat to score every time he
touched the ball. 

His son, Peter C. Pedro Jr., who himself
starred in football at Lynn Classical and
Albany State, said his father now enjoys a
different kind of activity to stay in shape:
“He chases his grandchildren around.”

Peter Jr. said he and siblings – brother,
Ricky, and sisters Mimi, Kristen and
Helen   — never felt pressure to live up to
the athletic legend of their father.

“The pressure was never about being as
great a player as he was,” Peter Jr. said.
“The pressure was to try and be as great a
person as he is.” 

After a starry career at the former Lynn
Trade, where he is generally acknowledged
to be the greatest player in the history of
the school, the legend of “Pistol” Pete
Pedro grew, first at Trinidad Junior

College in Colorado and then at West
Texas State, where he finished second in
the country in rushing and scoring as a
sophomore, with 22 touchdowns and 132
points.

“My dad was grateful for the
opportunities sports gave him,” said Peter
Jr., a partner in an employee-benefits firm.
“The first time he got a plane or train, it
was because of football.”

The story of his duel with Preacher
Pilot of New Mexico State was
immortalized by Robert Creamer in Sports
Illustrated in October 1962 and is still
online at http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com
/vault/article/magazine/MAG1147944/
index.htm. 

He had a taste of professional football
on the taxi squad of the Boston Patriots
before ending his career as a semi-pro
player.

Peter Jr. said his father, who worked for
the Lynn School Department, has always
been humble about his accomplishments
and pleased when people remember him.

“He relishes it,“ Peter Jr. said. “He
loves to be around people.”

Gridiron great was 

one of America’s best

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
“ P I S T O L ”  P E T E  P E D R O

“
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Fires have changed the face of
Lynn’s history, as have the
city’s chiefs who fought them.

For two of those chiefs – Joseph E.
Scanlon Sr. and Joseph E. Scanlon Jr. –
dedication to family, duty and
community ran deep. 

“They both loved being chief and
took great pride in the department and
the city,” said Joseph Scanlon III,
director of policy and finance for the
Lynn Housing Authority &
Neighborhood Development. “My
father was destined at birth. He was a
real fire buff.”

Joe Sr., the son of Irish immigrants,
served as fire chief from 1939-60. His
son, a veteran of the U.S. Marines,

joined the department in 1947 and
served as chief from 1972-87. Joe Jr.
and his crew played a significant role in
stopping the Great Chelsea Fire of 1973
and the Great Lynn Fire of 1981. Some
600 firefighters converged from more
than 90 communities in Massachusetts
and New Hampshire to battle the 1981
fire, which ranks as one of the worst in
the Commonwealth’s history. In a
matter of 14 hours, the blazes destroyed
four downtown blocks, leveled 17
buildings and left 400 people homeless.
Throughout the tragic event, Joe Jr.
remained committed to extinguishing
the flames and ensuring the city could
pick itself up from the ashes. 

In his retirement, Joe Jr. remained

active with the Lynn Rotary Club, until
his passing in 2004. He and his wife,
Mary (Deveney), raised three children –
Joseph, Patricia and Terrence. Before
joining LHAND, Joseph served the
Lynn community as city councilor for
12 years. Terrence, a longtime employee

of General Electric, has also remained
in Lynn. Patricia resides in Mason, N.H. 

Hundreds of photos from the Scanlon
family’s personal collection,
documenting Lynn’s devastating blazes,
have been preserved and donated to the
Lynn Museum & Historical Society.

Firefighting was 

their chief concern 

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
T H E  S C A N L O N  F A M I L Y

Joe Scanlon Jr., above, followed in the footsteps of his father, Joe Sr., at right, as Lynn
fire chief.
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In 1947, David J. Solimine Sr. made four
predictions. “In about 11 years I will be
married. I will be a florist like my father. I

hope I will be a success. I don’t think I will move
from Lynn.”

His youthful aspirations proved remarkably
accurate.

A lifelong resident of Nanny Goat Hill in West
Lynn, Dave married Mary Jane Melanson in 1957.
After a stint as a wholesale florist in the family
greenhouse business, he founded Solimine,
Landergan and Richardson Funeral Homes – the
largest funeral service firm on the North Shore.

As the youngest of five children of Italian
immigrants, Damiano and Agnes, Dave grew up

observing his father, a florist and parks
superintendent in Lynn who later opened a
greenhouse behind the family homestead. Dave
graduated from Lynn Classical High School in 1953
and served six years with the Massachusetts Air
National Guard. 

In 1965, he opened funeral homes at 444
Broadway and 567 Boston St. In 1978, his son,
David J. Solimine Jr., joined the business, and in
1984, the pair purchased the TW Rhodes Funeral
Home. The Solimines purchased the Landergan
Funeral Home in 1996 and the Richardson Funeral
Home in 2003. The company serves the communities
of the North Shore from two locations in Lynn – 426
Broadway and 67 Ocean St.

Dave has always sought to find ways to
personalize funerals for the families he serves. His
dedication to the well-being of every person he meets
is his trademark.

A dedicated and tireless community leader, Dave
serves is past president and a director of the Lynn
Cancer Association and a member of the West Lynn
Italian Civic Association, Lynn Business Education
Foundation and Knights of Columbus. He has helped
raise thousands of dollars for needy families in
conjunction with the Item Santa drive. 

Dave and his wife have four children, David J. Jr.,
Susan, Diane and Kristen, and 14 grandchildren – all
of whom reside in Lynn. Joel Solimine joined his
father and grandfather in the business in 2009.

Seeds for funeral homes were planted in West Lynn

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
D A V I D  J .  S O L I M I N E  S R .

Dave Solimine Sr., right, leads a funeral procession through City Hall Square.
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Solomon Metals Corp., a staple
on the Lynnway for 37 years
dealing in the purchase,

grading and processing of non-ferrous
metals, operates reflective of the pride
the Solomon family has in the
community.

Isadore Solomon founded the
company in Chelsea in 1943. His son,
Mickey, took over in 1960. Thirteen
years later, it was destroyed in the
Great Chelsea Fire of 1973, though it

was a tragedy with a silver lining.
“That’s why we moved to Lynn, and

it was the best move we ever made,”
said Mickey, who took metallurgy
courses nights at MIT and Wentworth.
“I always wanted to know more than
my competitors.”

Solomon moved to the former
Harrison Dispatch site and fortunately
was unscathed by the Great Lynn Fire
of 1981. Steven joined the business
after graduating from the University of

Massachusetts and took ownership in
1990. The company grew from its
original three workers to 35 today.

“We’re fortunate to have loyal
employees and a family atmosphere. We
work on an open floor and we all do
what has to be done at the moment,”
said Steven Solomon, Mickey’s son,
who is keenly focused on global markets
since the scrap metal is exported to
smelters, foundries and mills
domestically and around the world. 

“All of the metal you see today, in
just about everything, is recycled,”
Steven said. “It’s a tremendous world
resource because you don't have to
mine from the ground.”

Steven looks forward to many more
years in Lynn. “At a time when many
of our competitors have gone out of
business, we're proud to be able to
compete with multi-national
corporations,” he said. “We're not going
anywhere.”

They deserve a medal for making metal their mettle

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
S O L O M O N  M E T A L S  C O R P .

Steve Solomon, left, with his father, Mickey.
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Aman of sterling character and
initiative, Alexander J.
Struzziero made his mark in

the Lynn business community by
transforming a once struggling
machine shop into a leading supplier
for the aerospace industry. 

Al and his partner, Thomas P. Costin
Jr. — who was Lynn’s mayor from
1956-61 and Postmaster from 1961-93
— purchased Sterling Machine Co. at
23 Farrar St. in 1966 and created a
world-class aerospace manufacturing
company that specializes in jet engine

components. The firm’s customers
include General Electric Co., the U.S.
Dept. of Defense and nearly 150
smaller contractors.

Prior to venturing out on his own, Al
served in the Navy during World War
II and worked as production manager
at GE for almost 25 years. He attended
Northeastern University, where he
excelled in football, track and baseball
and was inducted into the school’s Hall
of Fame. He served as chairman of the
board of North Shore Community
College, officer of the Lynn Area

Chamber of Commerce and trustee of
Melrose-Wakefield Hospital. He and
his wife raised three children,
Alexander, Robert and Carol. His
youngest son, Robert, entered the
business in 1974 and now serves as
president.

“My father was a very involved
businessman,” said Robert. “He taught
me everything from the ground up,
from shipping to loading the machines,
and eventually administration. He
believed in hard work and
perseverance.”

In 1981, Al faced his biggest
challenge – severe damage caused by
the Great Lynn Fire and subsequent
demolition work. The company’s
dedicated employees worked
throughout the winter in a roofless
building, battling snow and falling
temperatures. It took nearly four
months to rebuild.

Al retired from Sterling Machine 17
years ago. The company, which
continues to increase its sales annually,
will celebrate its 45th anniversary in
2011.

Sterling reputation was formed in Lynn

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
A L E X A N D E R  J .  S T R U Z Z I E R O

Al Struzziero, front row third from right, and his son, Bob, front row far right.
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The present-day Union Hospital, a full-
service, 150-bed surgical hospital on
Lynnfield Street and part of the North
Shore Medical Center (NSMC), evolved
from two hospitals that incorporated more
than a century ago: Lynn Hospital, opened
in 1882 in the former Hathorne estate on
Boston Street, and Union Hospital, opened
in 1902 in the Tapley Mansion on
Linwood Street.

Both institutions grew at their original
locations, but by 1950, Union Hospital
outgrew its space. A building fund was
launched and three years later, the hospital
that now stands on Lynnfield Street was
opened.

Lynn Hospital merged with Union in
1983. The original Lynn Hospital was
closed and the combined institution was
named AtlantiCare Medical Center. In
1997, AtlantiCare was acquired by
NSMC, which restored the Union
Hospital name.

“Lynn was a growing industrial city
when the original hospitals were opened,”
said David King, director of public affairs
for NSMC. “With that growth there was

an increase in labor and manufacturing-
related injuries, and Lynn’s compassionate
community leaders saw the need for
hospitals to care for its people.”

King said NSMC’s mission today is no
different.

“Just as it did a century ago, Union
Hospital serves a rapidly evolving
community and a large immigrant
population,” he said. “We have almost
1,000 employees at Union Hospital and
we continue to make significant service
and technology investments in the campus
ranging from cardiac rehabilitation to the
most advanced imaging systems.”

NSMC and parent company Partners
HealthCare are committed to continuing
the caring mission that was the original
foundation of both Lynn and Union
hospitals.

“No one can say what the shape of
North Shore Medical Center will be 100
years from now, but our mission will not
change. That mission is to provide
compassionate, accessible, high-quality
medical care to the people of Lynn,” King
said.

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
U N I O N  &  L Y N N  H O S P I T A L S

Taking good care of Lynn for more than a century

Above, the Luther Scott Johnson Nurses home at Lynn Hospital. Below, Union Hospital when it was located at the Tapley Estate on Pine Hill.
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It started out as a one-truck
operation, delivering 300
quarts of milk per day. West

Lynn Creamery quickly grew to
become a $300 million company,
producing one million quarts per
day, employing 850 people and
maintaining a fleet of 400 trucks.

The business originated in 1928,
in the hands of John Constanadites.
He sold it to James Pappathanasi in
1934, and James sold it to his
brothers-in-law, Paul, James and
Angelo Scangas in 1937. For nearly
40 years, in addition to processing
milk at the facility, they operated the
Dairy Bar – a popular ice cream
stand and lunch counter. They also
launched Richdale, a chain of
convenience stores throughout the
North Shore and southern New
Hampshire. 

In 1974, the Scangas sons, Nick
and Chris, and James Pappathanasi’s
son, Arthur, took over the business. 

“It was the only place I’d worked
since I was 10 years old,” said
Arthur. “I learned to work hard,
value service and quality and treat
your employees like family.”

The second-generation owners
transformed the focus from home
deliveries to sales within the food-
service sector. In 1987, the creamery
went through a $25 million major
expansion, making it the fourth-
largest single milk plant in the
country and the leading
manufacturer and distributor of
dairy products in the Northeast. The
facility, located on the Lynnway,
increased in size from 10,000 square
feet to 750,000 square feet. 

In 1998, Suiza Foods – which
later merged with and assumed the
name of Dean Foods – purchased
West Lynn Creamery and now
operates it as Garelick Farms. “The
industry was consolidating and it
was clear that we needed to align
ourselves with a larger company,”
Arthur said. 

Though only one of his uncles
was still alive during the acquisition,
Arthur was grateful for everything
else that his predecessors could
witness. “I’m glad they were able to
see the major growth of the
company – the fruits of their labor,”
he said. 

Got milk? 

Yes, since 1928

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
W E S T L Y N N  C R E A M E R Y

Above, the original West Lynn Creamery plant in the early 1950s. Below,Angelo Scangas, who owned the business with his two brothers-in-law.



40 ——  CELEBRATING LYNN’S LEGACIES

Founded in 1909 and family-owned for three
generations, Zimman’s roots are deeply
woven into the fabric of the Lynn community.

The store – which has evolved from a one-man,
door-to-door peddling operation to a three-floor
destination for fine fabric, furniture, lighting and
decorative accessories – was the brainchild of the late
Morris Zimman. A Lithuanian immigrant, Morris
arrived in the U.S. at age 20, learning to speak six
languages. He began selling general merchandise
door-to-door before setting up his first shop on River
Street. The Hebrew phrase l’dor v’ dor – which
translates to “from generation to generation” – aptly
describes the foundation of Zimman’s success. He
subsequently moved to a location in McDonough
Square.

Morris’ son, Barry, a Navy veteran, joined the
business in 1946. In 1948, Barry opened his own store
on Market Street, launching one of the first self-
service department stores in New England.  

“Stores always had merchandise in boxes and under
glass counters, and customers needed salespeople to
access it,” said Barry. “I thought, ‘Let’s take it out of
the boxes and let customers inspect it themselves.’”

As customer demand grew, Zimman’s moved to its
current location at 80 Market St. in 1957, offering a
full line of apparel, along with furniture, household
goods and fabric. When Barry’s son, Michael, joined
the team in the early 1970s, he expanded the store’s
offerings to include textiles from around the world,
while transitioning from a department store. 

“Businesses evolve; lifestyles evolve; needs

evolve,” said Michael, who now owns the company.
“When I came in, it became apparent that we needed
to specialize. We couldn’t compete with the general
merchandise stores that were opening up on the
highways and in the suburban malls. We had to find a
way to draw people in and become a destination
store.”

That’s exactly what Zimman’s has accomplished.
More aptly described as a fabric palace, as opposed to
place, Zimman’s has evolved into one of the major
fine fabric destinations in the country and has
expanded to include a striking home furnishings
emporium. Committed to adapting to its customers’
needs throughout the changing times, Zimman’s has
built a legacy of elegance and excellence in downtown
Lynn. 

Fabled store is fabric of the community

C E L E B R A T I N G  L Y N N ’ S  L E G A C I E S
T H E  Z I M M A N  F A M I L Y

Morris Zimman founded the Lynn fabric emporium.
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